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E R R A T A^ 

PART I. 
pt 669 1. 17, for Intr A read Entree, 

PART If. 

The Obliterations which the Reader will find in pp. ai, 22, 60, 77, and 981 arofe 
from the primary Intention of the Writer to have publifhed Part II. and Part III. to- 
gedier, and were chiefly References to the third Part ;— except in one Inftance (p« 77) 
which was a Mi(Uk« not deteded till the Sheet was printed off. 

p. 13, 1. aSf for 9ur read one. 

p* 149 1.2$} dele ou/ix. 

p. 769 1. 10, of the Memoir, and p. 1 1 1, 1. 1 3, in the Lift of the Captains of the Band, 

for Hany (Wentworth) read Thomas, N. B. Heath (who is quoted p. 76) led the 

Writer into the Mifnomer. 

p. 88, 1, 5i from the bottom, dele that. 



PART m^. 



%, 



p. 19, in the firft Note, for fol. 94 read i94» 
p*32| 1.6| {qt trival rezd trivsai. 
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To the President, 

Vice-Presidents, and Fellows 

of the Society of Antiqjjaries, Lo n d on. 



Gentlemen,. 

I OUGHT amply to apologize for withdrawing the 
fpllowing Pieces from your Publications after the fa- 
vourablte Reception they have met with at your hands ; 
and have only to urge, that I thought it more becoming 
my Officej as well as more refpedtful to the Kino,, who 
has vouchfafed to accept them, that they ihould appear 
as an independent Work. 

I have not the Vanity to lay any Claim to publicb Fa- 
vour — and therefore only look to the very few who may 
be attached to fuch Subjedls from Curiofity^ Office, or 
Choice — 

Contenius paucis leSJoribus ' Hor* 

though I confefs to have had the Prefumption to flielter 
myfelf under the Size and Type of your Archaeologia, 
with a modeft Wifli that thefe Papers may (by fome at 
leaft) be confidered as collateral Appendages to that learned 
and valuable Work. 

B As 
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As I am not without Hopes of adding to this little 
Publication, as Opportuoity and Documents may ofier, 
I have ftyled it Part the First; — and after returning 
my Thanks to fuch Gentlemen of the Society, and to my 
Friends in general, who have hitherto ailifted me with 
their Communications, I have the Honour to bw> 

Gentlemen, 

Your obliged 

And mod obedient Servant, 



SAMUEL PEGCE. 



Whitehall, 
April 23, 1782 
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DISSERTATION I. 



ON THE OBSOLETE OFFICE 



of the 



E S q.U IRES of the KING'S BODY*. 



7a tbe Prejident of the Society of Antiquaries^ London* 

Sir, 

AMONG the various fubje£):s which attract the attention 
of your learned Society, thole, I fhould imagine, cannot 
be unacceptable which relate to any ancient branch of the bauf- 
bold of your Royal Patron ; and as feveral memoirs are found 
in the Archaeologia, confiding of matter of this kind, I beg 
leave through your favour, to offer, with deference, fome ac- 
count of the ancient and now obfolete office of The Esquires 

* Read at the Society of Antiquaries, May 20, l^^^• 
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8 On the Otfokte Office of the 

of the King's Body. As the fubjed is but juft out of the reach 
of vivd voce infonriation, it may perhaps be thought fcarce 
ripe enough for invefligation ; but I believe I may venture to 
aflcrt that the nature^ ^///y, &c. of thefe officers are as little 
known, as if they had been difcontinued for ages, though they 
were in being at the beginning of the prefent century. I in- 
cline then to believe. Sir, that the Esquires of the Bodv 
Avere an appendage to the King as being a Knight ; and as 
every knight had anciently two Esquires attending him in an 
itrtimate degree, fo the Kino might very weU "be- itttttfcd at 
leaft to four^ which was no more than was claimed by every 
Peer, while a Jtn/gbt-^achelor had but two *. According to 
Mr* Camden, ** One of the Esquires carried the knight*s i6^/- 
*^ met^ the other his buckler^ and were his inieparable compa- 
«' nions, holding lands of him by ejcuage in the fame manner as 
*' the Knight held of the king by knigbfs-fervice.^* Thefe 
are Mr* Camden's words, and yet I cannot but think, though I 
am afhamed to difpute fo high an authority, that he has been 
led into an error, and that the Esquires bore the Knight's 
lance and buckler, and not the helmet and buckler. I take my 
ground for this prefumption from the appearance which the 
Champion affords us on Coronations (perhaps the only re- 
prefentation now to be had of a Knight arm'd cap a pie J who 

• Prefatory^ Difcourfe to Camden's Britannia. Lord Audlcy had four Es- 
<^flR£s at the battle of Poifliers 1356, and his liberality to them for their fer- 
vices is on record, where he transfers to them the bonnty which Edward the 
Black Princi had bcftowcd upon himfelf. fv. Echard*s Hift. of Eng.] And Mr. 
Selden mentions an earl of Salifbury who hzifour Esquirbs in the reign of king 
Kichard ir. [Tit. Hon. p. 834. edit. 1631.] Sir Henry Spclman likcwifc tells 
us in general terms that the nobility had anciently four^ when two only were 
allowed Co knigbtt-bacbilors [Proceres quatuor, equites aurati doos^ [fc. armigeresj 
babuiflfe dicuntur]. Gloflf. in voce Armiger. 

is 



E$ay IKES of the Kinds' Body. ^, 

is preceded by two Es<3Uires, one of whom bears \i\%lana and 
the other hhjljield *. 

We may add to this^ that the very terms Armiger and 
ScuTiFER, which ^were their ancient proper titles, imply ra- 
ther, the bearing of the o^enfive and defen^ve weapons of the 
Ki4iGHT than any part of h\s body arnmir^ and point direiSlly 
at the lance znA Jhield: and further it can eafily be difcerned 
that the offices of Armiger and Scutifer were formerly di- 
ftin6t from each other, with a manifeft inferiority on the part: 
of the Scutifer ox fiieJd-'bearer \ for, exclufive of what, will 
appear hfereafter in Chaucer*s cafe, it is obfervablc in Sandfdrd's 
account of the corohation of 'Kin^ James II. (which was as full^. 
accurate, and ftudioufly complete as poffible in all its branches) 
that of the champion's two Esquires, the Armiqer (or he 
tvhb bore the lance), had the poft of honour and went on the 
right hand of the other (the ScuTifer) who .carried the (hield*^. 

The Knight had likewife in hib fuit^ certain Pages to be 
occafionally ready to do him fervice, who alfo appear in the 
ceremonial of the Qhampidn as depicted by Sandford, and the 
helmet when not worn by,, the Knight migh4f very properly be 
born by one of them. 1 fpeak oi Kntghts Bachelors^ and it is of 
them that Mr. Camden is fpeaking; for Barons and the higher 
orders of nobility had four Esquires, as we have feen, and in 
fuch cafe a third Esquire might bear the helmet. But to pro« 
cced with the Esqjjir.es in queftion. Though many Esq^jires 

« 

' I 

* Sec Ogleby*8 Coronation of king Charles II. and Sandford's Coronation of 
king. James II. in both which wc have drawings of this ceremonial. The heral- 
Ac account alfo fays that of the two Esquires attendant on the champion (who 
18 grnerally fnppofed to be a knight), one was to bear the lance and. the other the 
Jhield. [v. I. 7. in Off. Arm.] And further Mr. Du Frcfne fays, that thofe who 
carried the arms and the JhUld (jirma ac fcuta) of knights were called Armigeri 
and ScuTiFERi. [v^doff. m yoct VaUttusJ] 

xniglit 



10 On the Obfolete Office of the 

-might fervc under the fame Knioht, in proportion to his pof- 
leflions, yet two feem only to have been of his bodyj had the 
•efpccial care of his perfon, and were his companions in hours 
of privacy and retirement. Analogous to this, tlie Esquires 
of the King's Body will be found to have been very confident 
tial officers, and anciently near the Rtyal Perfon both by day 
and night. 

I WAS led into this piece of chivalry by a paflagc in Sbake^ 
fpeare who makes Sir John FalftaffvvH upon the word Knight, 
^* When thou art king/* fays Sir John to the prince of Walcs^ 
•* let not us that are Squires of the Night*s Body be called 
«* thieves of the day's beauty */' From this paflage it is very 
clear that Sbakefpeare underfliood the Esquires of the King's 
Body to be an appurtenance to his Knighthood. Upon the 
fame idea the Esquires on InflaUatiom o£ Knights of the Bath 
are preferved in like manner as they were formerly ufed when 
the Knighthood and Invefiiture were conferred eodem inftante ; In* 
flallation being a modern ceremony introduced upon the revi« 
val of the order (1725) in imitation of the Order of the Garter. 
The Knight of the Bath is attended at this day by three Gen« 
tlemen who go promifcuoufly, though erroneoufly, under the de« 
nomination of his Esquires ; but one of them (hould be un- 
derftood to be a Page, whofe office was to ride before the 
IBques Defignatus after his bathings to the court for the purpofe 
of his being dubbed and invefedj bearing tht fwordj pumtnel 
.upwardsj with the J^urs hanging upon the hilt^ while the two 
•Esquires' rode on each fide of the intended Knight. Mn 
Selden likewife allows but two Esquires to a Knight of the 
£ath^ and they were antiently called Esqjfires governors who 

♦ Hen. IV. Part L ad !• fc. !• 

were 



EsoyiRES of the King^s Boor. ii' 

were to inftrud the Knight in matters of chivalry 5fc. *. 
This di(lin£lioQ is preferved in tha Jatutes of the order as it now 
ftands, and in ancient ceremonials (two of which are printed in 
Mr. Anjllis Obfervations on the order of the BathJ^ the two 
£s(^lRES only are mentioned without taking any notice of 
the Page.. Thefe Esqjtirbs Governors were rewarded by the 
Knight, (tilL within little more than a century) not by a fpe- 
cificc fom of money, as others were wha attended the oere« 
mony,. but by annuities during life preferving thereby a relique * 
of efcuage f • To return to the Esqjjires of the King^s • 
Body.. It appears from the hotifliold of king Edward IV. 
(called the Liber Niger Domiis Regis Angliae) . that their ' 
denomination is relative; for there were at- that time^ both^ 
Knights and Esc^fires of boujboldy a^ they are there called> . 
which laft.confifted at leaft of forty in number ; and >^ out of 
«• thefe^ or otherwife chofen, . were four to be of the Body J.** 
What number our kings mighto-etain in very ancient times, or 
in the field, is uncertain ; .but^. from this period they did not in 
dpn^ftic life ordinarily* exceed^^r, two of whom waited quar* 
tcrly (Temp. , Edw. IV.) though afterwards one only was 
upon actual duty at a time, except in proceflions, or on occa<» 
iions of parade. Since the reftoration indeed fupernumeraries 
have been appointed without duty or falary, with a rcverfionary 
interefl to^fucceedof courfe on vacancies^, which was common 

^ Seethe aocient.manner- of making Knights of the Bath in. the late Mr. An- 
ftis's Obfervations publiflicd 1725, cxtrafted from the Coit. Library Nero c. ix. 
xi^^fol: 168. [v. alfo SeldenV Titles of Honour, ch. v. feft. 47.] 

+ MS. ^ in Off. Arm. Knights^Sirvia vi^s «boli(hed (and Efcuagt fell of 
courfe) i)y Statute anno ix Car4 II. 

♦ We find however in a fublfequent book of Ordinances in this reign that king 
Edward IV. had enlarged the number; for he had (A. D. 1478) Un. Knights 
and nint £squir£i of bis body^ Bibl. HaikN. 640. 

in 
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in other branches of the houfhold. In a printed account of the 
coronation of king Edward VI. they are called keepers ef tbe 
king^s per/on ^, which appellation may very well be ju£bified 
by what will be offered prefently. 

Having thus brought the office within the limits of the 
hmtjboldj I (hall b^ leave to proceed to the inveftigation of the 
duty of the Esquirb in waiting (as the court term is) from tho 
King's riling to his going to bed : after which time it will ap- 
pear that the Esquire rftbe Body was the mod confidential 
officer of all others that flept in the court. But I would firft 
obierve, that thefe officers, domeftically fpeaking, feem to have 
been entirely regal ; for Heniy prince of Wales, eldeft ion of 
King James the Firft (large as his houfliold eftablifliment was) 
had no EsQpiRB of bis Body, although he was a Knight -f. 

The EsogiRBf of tbe Body then. Sir, were in die department 
of the Lord Chamberlain, their duty 4)eing, for the moil part, 
in the rooms above ftairs: they were Gentlemen of birth, or of 
good alliance, if not of fortune : and though Esquirb was the 
generical appellation, yet they were often knights^ which l, 
when fpoken of individually, were called Knights rfthe Body. 

In fome cafes one Knight of the Boi>y feems to have been 
equivalent to two Esouires ; for it is faid in certain cafes, that 
there muft be *• two Esquires or one Knight.^ Conform* 
ably with this I find, that when the King kept his efiate in the 
ball upon a principal feafi (Temp. Hen. VII.) there fat with 
him a bishop and a duke, and for want of a duke two earls: 
and this commutation is confirmed by the ordinances of king 
Edward IV. (1478) above-cited, where in the article relating to 
the counting'boufe it is faid ^^ two pages make anfwer to one 
** groom, two grooms to one yeoman, and two yeomen to 

* ?y!exia*s Treafure of ancient and modern Learning. 

f Btbl. Harh N*" 642, now printed in Dr. Birch's Life of Prince Henry. 

4 ** a gex- 



Esq^iRE» of the Kln^s Bo»v. f| 

<• a aENTtEMAN V* It IS to bc obfcrve(J that thefe were th^n 
the progreflSvc ftages of official rank} as they are, in many caJes,, 
at this day. Apart from the enlargement of the number of Ef- 
quires mentioned, (p. ii.) let us revert to the cftabli(hment of 
xSxtfour "which, we find, with fome innovations had been tl)e 
tifual complement. In the Liber Niger DomAs Regis Angliae 
{Temp. Edw. IV,) it is faid there fhall be '* Esc^uires for th^ 
^^ King's Body four^ noble of condition, whereof always 
'« fWQ be attendant on the king's perfon to array and unarray 
♦* him, watch day and night, and to drefs him in his cloaths ; 
** and they be callers f to the lord chamberlain if any thing 
<♦ lack for his perfon or pleafaunce. Their bufinefs is in many 
^ fccrets, fome fitting in the king's cbatnberj fome in the hall 
^ with perfons of like fervice, which is called knights fervice^ 
*< Taking every of them for his livery at night'* [a certain 
quantity of bread, wine, and ale, and in winter certain allow* 
ances of cradles, wood, &c.] << and wages in the counting- boufe^ 
^* if he be prefent in court, daily feven pence halfpenny^ and 
^* cloathing with the houfehold winter and fummer, or t\k forty 
** JhilUngs^ befides his other fee of the jewel boufe, or of the 
<^ treafurer of England, and, befides his ivatcbing-cloathing of 
*< chamber of the king's wardrobe. He hath abiding in this 
<' court but two fervants [and] livery fuflRiGient for his horfcs in 
** the country by the berberger J." Thefo ordinances do not 
limit the number of horfos ; but the (latutes, made at Eltham 
anno 17 Hen* VIII. (152^6), fay that every knight belonging to 
the houfhold, whether of the body or not, fhall be allowed fla^ 
bling for fi^ horfes, and every efquire of the body five horfes. 
Anciently if an Esquire of the Bopv went abroad in the cha- 

• See BibL'Harl. N° 642. p. 9a. f Retainers, 

X Sc« Harbinger, 

rafter 



14 On the Obfolete Office of the 

radcr of an ambaffador, he had an efcorte of horfe allowed by 
the king, fuperior to other efquires, viz. Jix^ — when a common 
cfquire had, at the moft, hxxt four. A Knight of the Body 
had teUy and fomethnes ^J/Zr^^ horfes on like occafions; when 
a mere knight (not of the body, or at leaft not of the 
houlhold) had in the proportion of eight to ten^ or of ten to 
fifteen *. The ftatutes of Eltham likewife allow every Esquire 
of the Body to xtx.?i\\\ four fervants^ two of whom were allow- 
ed to eat in the hall. 

This book of ordinances of king Edward IV. then prefcribes 
an outline of the offices to be performed by the Esqijire 
of the Body upon duty; and orders, that " one of them 
** make [ready] the king's cupboard [at night], and not depart 
" from it till the king hzd- drunken for All-nigbtj^ which we 
may fappofc was taking his lea^e in a grace-cup. The term 
feems to explain itfelf, but I (hall prefently give a full account 
of the ceremony. Antecedent to this (according tc^thefe ordi- 
nances) one of the Knights of the Body, together with a gen- 
tleman USHER, was to fupervife the making of the king's 
bed, and (according to the orders temp. Hen. VIL) to fprinklc 
it with holy water, and at a proper time to fet the king's fword 
at the bed^s bead +• 

In fomc ordinances for the government of the houfhold, 
made in the reign of king Henry VII. it is faid that the 
EsQjJiREs for the Body fliall *' array and unarray the kino, 
*' and no man elfe was to fet hand on him." But this, I ap- 
prehend, mud at that period be confined within tlie limits ot 
the bedchambers for when the king drcfled in \i\s Privy Gham- 
ber^ the hltham ftatutes (made in the next reign) fay cxprefHy 

• Hcarnc's nifcourfes, Vol. I. p. 152. c<lir. 1773. ^'^ 2 vols 8vo» 
f Lc Nf.t'i Collc<aio;is in the office cf aims, \VW» 

2 fia 



EsoyiREs of the Kin^s Body. ijf 

(in the article relating to that apartment) the king is to be ap- 
.parellcd by the " gentlemen of the privy chamber.*' 

In that room, againft the time of the king's rifing, were ap- 
pointed to attend him six gentlemen of the privy chamber ^ two 
gentlemen u/herSj four grooms^ the page, and the ^jr^^r, which 
laft was to come furni(hed with ** water, cloths, bafon, knives, 
«* combs, fcifliirs, &c. /or. trimming and dreffing the king's 
" head and beard." Both thefe circumftances might however 
very well fubfift at the fame time; for the king might be 
drefled but loofely in the bed-chamber by the Esquire of his 
Body, and proceed to the more finiflied and ornamental part of 
his drefs in the privy chamber. 

At dinner there was another office to be performed by the 
Esquire; for the above-cited ordinances of king Henry VII. 
tell us that " one of the Esqjjires of the Body is to be 
*« ready, and obedient at dinner 'M\^fupper^ to ferve the King of 
** 1ms pottage at fuch time as he (hall be commanded by the 
" fewer and gentleman ujher^^ Whether the esquire ferved the 
king of any thing more than inerely the pottage at dinner and 
fupper^ does not appear : but in the afternoon (on certain fcfti- 
vals at leaff) when there was a voyde * the Esquire ferved 
the king with the cup when no greater eftate was prefent. 

* A vQyde was a fmall rcfcftion of fptces (a term at diat time including 
all forts of fwccts of the confcflionary kind), and rich wines frequently taken 
by the kino and queen after even-Jong, whicli on great feftivals was attend- 
ed with much ftate. I have no better gucfs at the meaning of the word than 
that it is a transfer of the term from the utenjil to the ceremony, a voyder being 
a kind of tray, ftill in ufe, under that denomination, for the purpofe of movinr^ 
glalTes, &c, from one room to another* Time fecms to have contrnftcd the word 
a little, though its meaning has been enlarged fo far as to imply the wIk)1c cere- 
mony. ** Afiir which then was a voydl" occurs frequently in accounts of an- 

C z Though 
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Though we have now left the king iu his prrjj chamle}\ 
and in the hands of the fervants of that apartment, yet we muft 
Dot entirely difmifs the Esquire ; for Sir H. Spelman fays, that 
whenthe king went out, the office of the Esciuire was to fol- 
low him and carry the cloak *^. 

Thvs much for the office of the Esquire of the Body hy 
day i but the principal, moft «frential, and mod honorable part 
of his duty was at night : for when the king retired to bed, thp 
E&QuiRE had the concentrated power of the gentlemen 'u/hers^ 
the vice chamberlain^ and lord chamberlain^ in hioxfelf, having the 
abfolute command of. the houfe both above and below flairs. 
At this period (the reign of king Henry VIIL) and till the 
clofc of the laft century, the royal apartments, from the bed 
chamber to the guard chamber inclufively, were occupied in the 
night by one or more of the fervants belonging to each cham- 
ber refpeftively. The principal officer, then called the gektle- 

cient high feftivals. But what moft favours this derivation is a paflage in Sir 
George Buck's Account of the Coronation of K. Richard III. " Laftly," fays he, 
*< after dinner came the lord mayor of London and the Jheriffs with a voyder-** 
[Life of K. Richard III,] The lord mayor of London is chief butler on a coro- 
nation, and ferves the king with a cup of wine, and this formerly might be a 
branch of that office. The only veftiges of a voyde remaining at prefentare pre- 
ferved in the ceremony of the maundy, performed in his majefty't chapel at 
White-Hall when after evening prayen (the bufinefs of the day being finifhed) 
the officers belonging to the Almonry retire to the Vejiry^ where they are ferved, by 
the proper officers refpedively, with Rofe water to walh their bands, and for their 
scfreflmient with Rolls of Breads and Sack. 

* Die, principem foris progredientem, fubfequitur ((c. Armiger ad corpus) pal- 
Hum ejus ferens in cafuli. [Spelman's Gloflf. in voce Armiger.^ The gfyuwe at- 
tended the king in progrefles probably for this as well as other purpofes. [See 
Leland*s Colle6)anea, edit. ult. Vol. IV. p. 191.] This branch of the efquiris of- 
fice has now devolved upon the Page of Honour ^ who, at Reviews, carries the 
King's cloak^ or in more modern language his furtonty on horfeback placed befort 
kin in a port-manteau qi blue velvet richly guarded with gold lace. 

6 MAN 
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MAN (now the jpoRD) of the bed chaiftber, (lept on a pallet-bed in 

the fanoie room with the KiNO> and in the ante-roonh betweeu 
the privy chambtr and the bed chamber y (in the reign of king 
Charles IL at lea{l) flept the groom of the bed chamber ^T In 
the privy chamber next adjoining flept two of the Jix gentle- 
men of the PRIVY CHAMBER In waiting, and in the prefence 
chamber the £sqj7Ire of the Body, on a pallet-bed, uppn 
the haut pas» under the cloth oi ejlate^ wlule one of the pages 
of the prefence chamber flept In the fame room, without the 
verge of the canopy, not far from the door. All thefe tempo- 
rary beds were put up at night, and difplaced in the morning, 
by the officers of a particular branch of the wardrobe called the 
wardrobe of beds. Beyond all thefe in the guard room was the 
watchj confifting of a certain number oi the yeomen o( the guards 

After Supper, previous to the King*s retiring to his Bed 
Chamber, the proper Officers were to fee all things furniflied for 
the Night, fome for the King*s Bed Chamber ^ and others for 
the KiNG^s Cup'boardj which was fometimes in the Privy Cham- 
ber, and fometimes in the Prefence Chamber, at the Royal Plea- 
fure, and furniflied with Refedions for the King's Refreflvment 
if called for. After this the Officers of the Day retired, and 
committed all to the Charge of the Esquire of the Bodf, 
This Domeftick Ceremony was called The Order of All- 
Night ; the Nature of which I fliall now give at large from 
an account preferved in the Lord Chamberlain's Office +^ 
The Writer who was himfelf an Esquire of the Body to two 
fucceflive Kings goes circumflantially through the whole of 

* Ordinances of King Charles IL 

t Commumcated to me by the late George Wihnot, Ef^ when firft clerk ia 

that office* 

the 
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the Esquire's Bufinefs of the Night \ from whence it will appear 
that, even fo lately as the middle of laft Century, the Office 
was of fb confidential a Nature, that no Difpatch, Letter, or 
Mefllfge, could be communicated to the King in the Nighty but 
what was brought to the Esquire on Duty, and by him car- 
ried in propria perjond to the King. 

I HAVE taken the liberty to add fuch notes as appear neceffary 
for the information of thofe who are unacquainted with the 
eflablilhment of the Royal Hou(hold« 
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ne ORDER of ALL-^NlGUr, 

As defcrihcd by FERD IN A NDO MARSHAM 

Esquire of the Body 

To K. CHARLES I. and K. CHARLES II*. 



•^'TpHE ORDER o£ All-Night for the King was 
•* X anciently as folio wet h, 

** The Gentleman'-UJherj Daily Waiter \^ having the Charge 
** of conftant Attendance upon his Majefty until 9 o'Clock at 
*« Night, called to the T^eoman UJherX attending at the Guard 
^^-Cbamber Door for Ten Teomen to attend him to go for All- 
^* Night for the King. The Gentleman UJher went bare-headed, 
*' and the Teoman [U/herl '^ ^^^ Pantry for iread — to theBw/- 

* Mr. Marfbam was a collateral Anceftor of the Right Honourable Lord 
RoMNEY, being the younger Brother of the iirft Sir John Marfham, Baronet, as 
appears by comparing Wood's Athens Oxonienfes with, the Peerages. I find him 
9n Efquire of the Body to King Charles 11. in a Prefent State of the Year 1674. 
[penes me]; and it appears by his owa account that he had fervcd K,. Charles L in 
the fame capacity. 

f In ih& Prefence Chamber^ which is fit u ate J next without the Prhy Chamber^ 
are four Gentlemen Ufhers, Daily fj/aiurs^ who at prefent officiate Monthly by 
turns. The Superior of thefc is the Gentleman IMicr of the B/ack Rod^ whofc 
attendance on the King is difpenfcd with on account of his Parliamentary Duty, 
he being the Gentleman Uiher appropriated to the Houfc of Peers, He is likcwLfe 
Genxlemaa Uflier of the Moft Noble Order of the Ga&ter. 

X Thefe, eight in Number, arc now a Branch of the Yeomen of the Guard, 
and are the loweA Order of U/hers. 

" tery 
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** Ury [i. e, Batlery] for Two Flagons of Beer ♦—to the Sptceiy 
*' for Sugary Nutmegs^ &c.— -to the Wine^Cellar for two great 
<' Flagons of Wine -t*— and drank the KikgV Health in both 
•* Cellars, caufing all to be uncovered going and back, having 
•« a Groom of the Chamber % carrying a lighted Torch before the 
*• Gentleman Ujher until he returned into the Prefence Chamber^ 
•• and lay all the Services ujjon the Cup-board there ; and fo de* 
•* livers all to the Esquire of the Body and takes his Leave, 

**. The EsQ^iKE then Takes the biner Keys and Charge of 
** All-Nig HT, calls to the Teoman Ujher or Clerk of the Cheque 
*< for the Roll of the Watch and the Page of the Prefence §, 
•* with 2i Silver Bajhn^ vvith b, fTax Morter \\^ and5fei^j**, at-* 
*' tends the Esquire into the Privy Gallery fi-. Then he [the 
^' Esquire] takes the -Bi^^;}^, &c. and carries it to the King^s 

* A Flagon, according to Bp. Fleetwood, held Four (l^tiarts, or a Gallon, 
[v, Chronicon Pretiofum.J 

t By great Flagons of Wine perhaps is meant Ale-Meafore. The Snrplos of 
thefe Articles was then probably a Perquifite to fome inferior officer, 

X Of thefe Officers there are TVn, who belong to the Great Chamber (long con* 
founded with the Guard Chamber}, and are properly the Houfhold Meflengers 
under the Lord Chamberlain. 

^ Fot4r in number, who wait alternately in the Prefence Chamber, 

II Derived from the French word Mortier, which^ among other things, figni- 
iies A Chamber Lamp [Cotgrave in Voce Mortier]» Mr. Menage thinks that the 
PrefidenU au Mortter in France are fo ftyled from the fhape of their Caps, which 
originally refemblcd an Apothecary's Morter. [v. Menage, Di£t. Etymologique, in 
voce MorUerJ\ An Etymological Writer, however, tells us, that the Term, as 
applied to their Caps is Celtic, and thai the Word Mortter is a Compound of 
Mor (great) and Tser (Crown), [v. A Specimen of an Etymological Vocabula- 
ry, p. 44. London. 1768, 8vo.] 

*** Certain Allowances of Bread, Beer, Cheeff, &c« are fo called to this Day 
in the Univcrfity of Cambridge. 

tt The Court was then at White-Hall, where there was a Privy Gallery. See 
the following Diflertation prope finem, 

X\ The Ufe of the Bafon will be explained hereafter in Sir Francis Kynafton's 
3Mote on a Paflage in Chaucer, with a fuller Dcfcription of the Morter. 

Bed^ 



1% On the Obfolet'e Office of the 

••^ After the esquire of the body had caxiied the mottef 
** into the bed-chamber^ and received the word of the king, with 
** his treb/e [triple] ^ry, which the esquire in waiting always 
** had, he locked the outward doors leading into the privy lodg'^ 
** i^g^^ ai^d then went into the guard-chamber^ and fet the 
** watch \\^ and then returned to x\\t prefence-chamber^ where he 
•* lodged under the canopy^ being the chief officer of that 

** NIGHT. 

** In all the time of my duty and fervice upon my Royal Maf- 
" ter, his late Majejiy of blefTed memory, I, being Esquire of 
<* the Body, did always come into the King*s bed chamber 
^* without alking leave of any ; and I did every night, having 
** my fword and cloak on, bring in the morter into his majefty's 
*• bed chamber i and flayed thereas long as I pleafed, which waS 
** commonly till his majeJly went into bed ; and, having received 
** the w^r^ from his majefty, I fet the guards and after all- 
*^ NIGHT was ferved up, Ihadthefoleandabfolute command of 
** the houfe above and below flairs^ as his majefty did declare upon 
•* feveral occafions to be the right of my place. And in the 

Queen receive the eommuuioft, would antiently hayc been called a trover ft. The 
Jiall of the Dean of the Chapel^ and thofe of Jtchbijhops and BiJhopSj in their cathe- 
drals, are traverfes. All thefe iinaller traverfes have curtains^ as ancieptly had the 
cbth of ejlatej not only of the fovereigHj but of feme of the nobility at leafl x 
for in a print of the Howard Family^ engraved by Vertue, from a painting at 
Korjolk-houfey the curtains of the cloth of ejlate are exprefTed, It is a private print, 
but IS well known to the connoifTeurs, 

II 1 he Jetting tht watch became afterwards the duty of the Exempts (or Exom) 
of the Yeomen of the Guard. Tbefe gentlemen are officers of that Corps next below 
the Enfign^ and are four in number, who wait by turns. The Extrnpt on duty 
ilceps in the palace at prefent, being commander of the detachment oi yeomen oq 
duty for the night. As thefe officers were not added to the corps till the year 
1668, we are brought nearly to the time when Mr. Marlham wrote this accoun*-, 
\ \'i. between the Relloratiun and that year. 

7 *« time 
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^* time of war, upon all occafions that required, I went into the 
*' bed chamber^ and awaked his majejiy^ and delivered all letters 
** andmeffages to his tnajejiy • and many tinties, by \\\%fnajefifs 
*^ command, I returned anfwers to the letters, and delivered 
** orders. And I remember that, coming to the King's bed 
" chamber door, which was bolted on the iniide, the late eari 
^^ of Bristol*, then being in waiting, and lying there, he 
<* unbolted the door upon my knocking, and alked me what 
" news? — I told him I bad a letter for the King. The Earl 
** then demanded the letter of me, which I told him I could 
^* deliver to none but the King himfelf : upon which the Kino 
#< faid— « ^he Bfqufre is in the right ; for be ought not to deliver 
*^ any letter or mejfage to any hut myfelf^ he being at this time the 
^* chief officer op my HOUSE; and if he had delivered the 
** letter to any other ^ I Jhould not have thought him Jit for his 
** place.^ 

*• And before this time I never heard that any offered to hin- 
^« der the Esquire from coming to the King, and I have fre- 
** quently brought letters and meflages to the bedfide when the 
^* Duke of Richmond was in waiting +. By me, 

" Ferdinando Marsha m \.^ 

The truth of this account of the Esquire^s accefs to the 
King's perfon in the night is confirmed by orders for the goverri- 
xnent of the Houjhold [Temp. Car. II.] above cited, made (as 3p- 

* Of the name of Digby^ created Earl ofBriftol^ anno ao Jac. I. which title 
l>ecame extin^ i6g8. 

f Lodivici Stuart was created Duh of Richmond 1604. The title extinguifhej 
)67a. 

X We are probably indebted to Mr. Marfianfs pique at the behaviour cf tho 
Earl of Bri/lol for this infight into the above little ceremonial, 

Vz pears 
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pears from fbme circumftances) about the year 1670, and figned 
by the King, where it is faid that, 

«< If any bufinefs of * importance or diflurbance (hall happen, 
^«. which is fit we fliould be acquainted with, he (the Esquire) 
^* (hall come through our Privy Chamber ^ acquainting the Gen- 
^< TLEMEN that lodge there that it is for our fervice he paffeth 
" that way, and (hall come and give notice to a groom of our 
** BED-CHAMBBR lodging in our Drawing Room *, wha (hall 
«« acquaint the gentleman ok the bed-chamber in waiting 
•* therewith, and then. bring the Esquire unto him, to deliver 
•* his meflage and buiioefs unto us.'* The Entree of the bed^ 
chamber was howevec (bou afterwards taken from the EIsquires^ 
notwithftanding the abov^.-cited ordinance, which is fo flrong 
and explicit : for, by fre(h orders of the year 1673, the EsoyiRS 
is direffccd, 

** To wait in the withdrawing- room to receive the watcb^ 
« word; and that he prefumd not to come into our bedtcham* 
^^ ber until wb ve plea(ed)to call for him : and when wb have 
^^ given him the word he is to.depart immediately, unlefs we 
** (hall command him to ftay longer +."' The Esquirbs how- 
lever wercf re(lQrc;d to tjieir priftine honour in the fucceeding 
reign; for the orders refpeding the bed-chamber of the year 1685, 
fay, ** The Esquire of our Body attending (hall come into 
** our Bed Chamber without leave when he brings the morter^ to 
** receive the watch-word from us, and may ftay till we go tp 
*« bed J," After all-night was (erved, no one was permitted 

* An ante-room to the bedthamberj bctwetn that and the prhy'cbamiir. 

t This appears from a controverfy. which arofc (1683) between the Lord Cham^ 
htrlain and the Groom of the Sule, touching the right of the former to the enjree 
of the hed-chambir without have — the cifcun^Qanccs of. which, I, hope to give in a 
future memoir. 

X Orders for the Govirnment of thi Bed Chamber of that year, penes mi. 

m 
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(according to the ftatutes of Eltham) to come within xhe prefence 
chamber^ except the two gentlemen who flept in the privV 
CHAMBER. This ordcr feems to have been grounded upon that 
of king Edward IV/ (A. D* 1478,) which fays^ that after th6 
fervice of all-night was performedv •* no officer*^ [that is, who 
had day-duty only] *« was to abide in his office^ nor return to 
*^ his office again after hiS' departure, without efpecial com- 
" maadmeat of the king or the q^ebn^, or eHc by a fpecial 
** token from the steward of the hoafholdyor from the king*s 
" or queen's CHAMBBRLArM *• ' The folIowing circumftanceS 
regarding the etiquette of the morning are obfervable when the 
prefence. chamber was to refume it's ft^are, without any traces of 
it^ having been ufed as a bed-chamber. The Eltham ftatutes 
fay, ** that tdie page^^ [of this chaniber] *' (hall daily arife at 
^ /even of tie clocks or foon after, making the fires, and^warn- 
** ing the Esquires of the Body femblably to arife foon after 
" that hour, fo as they may be ready in the King's chamber y. 
" drelled in all iiich things as appertaineth, hy' eight of the clock 
«* at fartheft/* And to fhevv how facred this room was held 
even when the king was not prefent^ none but the officers be- 
longing to iti were fufFered to enter,, not even the fervants of the 
esquires themfelves; for- the order goes on and peremptorily 

* See the ordinances of king Edward IV, in the Harleian Libraty, N* 642. 
It may not be amifs to obferve here that there were two books of houfliold ordi- 
nances which iffued within a few years of each other in that reign. The date of 
l\it firji does not appear, but it is afccrtaincd by Sir Robert Cotton, Bart, to have 
bccn.of the year 1472, [v, Cottoni Pofthuma, p. 167.] The fecond fpeaks for 
itfelf/and was of the year 1478, and is called '* The New Book of tht Hsujhold of 
*^ King Edward IW .^^ They are both to be fecn in Bibl. HarK N° 642. All- 
NIOHT was then ferved from Candlemas to Michaelmas by day-light^ and from 
Michaelmas to Candlemas by eight oWook at fartheft, [Ordinances of the year 

1478.] 
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enjoins, *^ that none o( the Jervants of the faid Esquires for the 
Body come within the pallet^** [that is prefence'] *« chamber^ 
but be attendant at the door of the fame, as well at night as 
in the mornings with fuch garments as their mafter (hall 
wear, and that the faid page, at the requert and command- 
** ment of the faid esquires, fetch in and bear out their 
«' night-gear, and all other their apparel, and in like wife 
** make them ready as well at night as in the morning accord- 
** ingly/' Thefe orders then proceed to this efFedl, that left 
the preparation of the chamber for the king's reception (hould 
be hindered by the negligence of the efquires, they were, if 
tardy in riling, to retire in their night-gowns to their private 
apartment, and there drefs themfelves ; and if the room is not 
evacuated in due time, the page is ftridly commanded to re- 
prefent the matter to the lord chamberlain without fear or 
afFevflion at his peril. 

Thus much. Sir, for the domejlick functions of thefe es- 
quires: we muft now look for them in procejjions and other 
folemnities. On the deraifc of king Edward IV. the corpfe was 
conveyed from the palace of Weftminfter to the abbey, ** born 
^« by divers knights and esquires that were of his body *.'* 
On the eve of the coronation of king Richard IIL in the pro- 
ccfiion from the Tower to Weftminfter the mantles and hats of 
ejiaie were •• worn and born + by John Sapcote and William 
*' Cateft)y Esquires of the Body of our fovereign lord the 
<' king before his highnefs J." On this occafion their allow- 
ance for apparel from the wardrobe was nine yards and a half of 
crimfon 'velvet. When king Henry the seventh's qj/een 

* Archaeologia, vol. I. p. 348. 

f See wardrobe account of the year 1483, printed in the Antiquarian Reper- 
tory. Vol. II. p. 247. 

J The bats I conceive were b:rn in their hands : but the mantles are faid to have 
been wcrn bawderick-wlfe^ i. e. obliquely over the right fhoulder in the manner 
of the antient fword-belt. 

proceeded 
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proceeded from the Tower to Wejiminfltr^ the day before the co- 
ronatiouj the canopy was born by four knights of the body *. 
On the following day at the coronation it was fupported, as 
ufual, by the barons of the cinque ports. Among others who, 
accompanied the princess Mary, daughter of king Henry 
Vll. to France on her marriage with Louis XII. were 
^/^i6/ Esquires of the King's Body, with an extra allowance 
of thirteen fhiUings and four pence per day -}-. This was early 
in the reign of Henry VIII. who, though he had buty^«r es- 
quires in ordinary y yet he perhaps }mA four extraordinary who 
might be called to this Axiiy propter digni tat em^ ox ipo^hXy fu" 
fernumeraries might be appointed pro illd vice. 

In the fame reign at the chriftening of priace Edward 
(afterwards king Edward VI.) the font was kept by two 
KNIGHTS and yi«r Esqjjires of the Body J. At the corona- 
tion of king Charles II. in the proceffion through the cifjr 
on horfeback (fays Ogleby), rode " in their places the Es- 
** QUIRES of the iBoDY four in number/' At the coronation 
dinner we (hall find two of them employed in a manner that 
(hewed their official adhefion to the Royal Perfon : thefc we 
may fuppofe were the two (eniors whole bufinefs is thus de* 
(bribed by Ogleby. *' Before the coronation dinner two Es- 
♦* QUIRES of the Body took their feats upon two little foot- 
** flools on cither fide of the feet of the king's chair (which 
** was placed oppofite to the middle of the table,) and there fat 
'* till the KING came in to dinner, when rifing, and perforni- 
*« ing their duty in placing the king^s robes, for his better 

• On account of the dilUncc twelve knighti were appointed for the purpoft, 
fmr bearing it at a time, who relieved each other, by claffes. [Addenda to Le- 
land's CoUcaanea. Vol. IV. p. 221.] 

f Idem* Vol. 11. p. 702. 

X M. 6» in Off. Arm. where the kwgbts and e/juires arc mentioned by name. 
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«* convenicncy of fitting, they fat down again at the kino's 
«< feet fbme part of dinner time, until the kino gave them 
^^ leave to rife */* I find them in a fimilar pofition in the time 
of king Richard III. for in a MS. account of the coronation 
of that king and his queen Anne it is faid, that, during dinner, 
<< two Esquires of the Body were lying (or rather, as we 
" may fuppofe, fitting in a recumbent pofture) under the 
«• KiNG*s board f.** In a like fituation I find two ladies at the 
coronation of Elizabeth the queen of king Henry VII. for 
grace being faid, ** Dame Katheryn Gray^ and maiftrifs Ditton^ 
** wente undre the table, wher the [they] fett on ether fide the 
<* QUEEN*s feetee al the dyner time J.'* 

In all procefiions that I have feen, whether on coronations^ to 
parliament^ to churchy or zt funerals j thefe officers had a relpedable 
place, and from their fituations on fuch occafions and other au- 
thorities we may diicem that they had zj^ecific rank. Sir Henr/ 
Spelman gives them the pas of all efquires by office (fuch as may be 
termed, if lam allowed the exprefiiou, artificial efquires), and even 
doubts whether they did not precede the eldeji Jons ^knights: 
but of this laft circumftance. Sir Henry fpeaks diffidently, and 
ieems not to have given himfelf the trouble of enquiring minutely, 
as he might have done, the office and all its appendages being 
well known in his time §. Mn Selden is filent on the fubjedt 
of their precedence, as is Sir William Segar : Francis Mark- 
ham, however, in his Decades of Honour, fays, the firft fort of 

* OgIcby*s CoroaatiQQ of ICiog Charles XL p. iSy. 

f M. 7. in Off. Arm. 

X Addenda to Leland's Colledanea, voK IV. p. 226. 

§ Thefe arc his words, ** Inter Armigcros qui iiunt, non nafcuntur, primarii 
** hahcntur quatuor illi Jrmi-eri ad coipus Rfgis :** and rhcir adds, ** Quos et 
•^ cquitum fillis primogcnitis anteponenJos aflcrunl." [Spclm; GloflT. in voce 
jfrmigir,'] 

efquires. 



EsoyiRES of the Kln^s Body. 29 

ejquiresy are the Es(yjiRBS of the King's Body *• Mr. Cam- 
den likewife, fpeaking oi efquires^ fays *' the chief are they who 
*' are chofeu to attend the kino*s person." Thefe mud be 
underflood, to be the esquires hi queflion ; for thofe, who 
were antiently called efquires of baujhold — were, at the tinie 
when Mr. Camden wrote, called gentlemen of the privy cham-' 
BER. There can be little doubt then that thefe es^^ires were 
by their office ih^ premiers^ and had precedence of all efquires/ 
by creation and office^ though not of all who had that dcnomi-. 
nation by birth. As thefe ojiicers preceded all other efquires^, 
fo we may conclude analogically that Knights of the Body 
had the precedence of other knights. This agtees very well 
with what Sir Williartt Segar fay a +, ** that the heralds at fu- 
** nerals are to marfliall the mourners into their feveral clafl'es, 
" as, gentlemen^ efquires^ knights^ &c. ever preferring (caetcris 
" paribus) her majejh/s officers and fervants^ In proceffions at 
the latter end of the fixteenth and the begiuniqg of the.fevenr. 
teenth centuries, I find the place of theE&QuiRES of the BofiV* 
varying very much, and, from comparing them, onp would in* 
cline to doubt whether they or even knights-bachelors^ had pre- 
cedence. Thus (anno 1 j8JB.) in ^een Rlizabftlfs prpceflion to 
St. Paul's the Esquires of the Body had i^Xzdt abo^ue jamo^rsi 
in aproceilTon to parliament in the fame reigd,' I find then! be^ 
low KNIGHTS, and at the queen's funeral they are sgai.n placed 
above knights. In king James's reign they wajk'ed above 
KNIGHTS at the king's entry J^ fn the proceffion to parli;a- 
ment (4603) I find them abonj^ KNibtiTS, and on the fame oc- 
cafion (16 14) bel(W them, ttotii this fhi£tuati^h' df rank little 

. .> 

* . "^ 

* Decade II. Epiftle 6« London 1626, fmall folio. • 

t Honour Military and/Civa« Br 253^; ;, , 

X At the coronation of king James L no inights vidS^^ ... 

E * can 
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can be colledcd : but as it is a glaring abfurdity to fuppofe an 
ifquire can, at any rate, precede a knigbt^ the matter may be 
folved thus ;— that in fuch of thefc cafes where they went abcve 
KHiGHTS, they (hould have been ftyled knights of the body; 
and when below them esquires of the body, diftinguifliing the 
/pedes from the genus. But we can have recourfe to more an- 
tient authority from whence the Esquire's rank may be difco* 
vered with precifion; for, in the order of all eilates fet forth by 
Anthony earl Rivers in the 20th year of king Edward the 
Fourth, the parties are thus placed. 

Knights Bachelors. 

Eldefi fons of Bannerets. 

Eldefi fons of Bachelor Knights. 

Esquires of the King's Body. 

Toungerfons of Bannerets. 

Younger fons of Knights Bachelors *. 

From hence it is clear that the Esquires of the Body had 
at that period a middle rank with rcfpeft to efquires by birth^ 
viz. below the eldejl fons of bannerets and knights-bachelors^ and 
above thch younger fons* 

The wife of the bsquire would likewife have a derivative 
rank, which is in fome fort afcertained by the following autho- 
rities. In fome ordinances of apparel which I find in the office 
of arms +, the wife of an Esquire of the Body might wear 
fve powderings J on her bonnets when the wife of a common ef 
quire might wear but two : and again in ^^ the ordinance of ap- 
«< parel for all eftates for the time of mourning made by Mar* 

♦ Harc't MSS. in Off, AruL 
t Vincent's Precedents. 

\ Each black tuft upon the white far ground, wbkb we coHedirely call 
irminii is termed a p^wdtring. 

J •« CARET 
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*^ OARET COUNTESS of RICHMOND, (aniio 1 8 Hco. VII. on 
** the death of prince Arthur *) it is faid that the queen's 

** CHEYF GENTYLWOMAN, and StJURY'S WYFE for the BODYE, 

*< being in houjholdy to wear in all things like lord's daugh- 
** TERS.'* At that time of day, and indeed till the clofe of 
the laft century, the mourning for the whole houfliold was 
provided at the king's charge by the officers of the great ward- 
robe; and antiently when the wife of the esc^irs was com- 
plimented with like mourning as a baron^s daughter, I find 
the esquire himfelf had the fame allowance as a knight, 
vvL.Jix yards of cloth. A knight indeed had livery iotfaur fer- 
vants, and an Esquire iox three only ; but at the fame time other 
efquires had but fve yards of cloth for thcmfclves, and livery 
for only two fervantsf • Not long before this period the Esquires 
had fome pre-eminence in point of drefs on ordinary occafions ; 
for in the flatute of apparel made in the 2 2d year of king 
Edw. IV. (chap, i .) it is declared, <^ that none under the degree 
^* of a knight (hall wear any damafk or fattin in their gowns^ 
" but only Esquires of the Body, upon pain to forfeit for 
" every default forty fhillings^^ This was a greater privilege 
than it appears to be primi facie ; for the yeomen of the crdwn^ 
who were the premiers of that degree at the time, had not 
only no fimilar indulgence in this particular above the reft of 
the yeomanry of England, but were prohibited iy name from 
wearing any thing above their natural rank. There are like- 
wife exceptions in favor both of thefe esquires and their wives 
in a former ftatute of apparel, in the 3d year of this reign. ^ 

It may be matter of furprize to thofe who are partially ac- 
quainted with the royal houfliold, that the falary of an officer fb 

* In the Office of Arms. 

t BibL Harl. N* 1107. fol. 54. . 

E 2 high 
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high in rank and confidence fhould never have exceeded (evetl 
to the laft) 50 marks or £ 33. 6. 8. per ann. This muft be 
taken comparatively with other collateral officers, fuch as gen^ 
tkmen ufh^rs^ &c. for at the acceffion of king Henry VIIL the 
gentlemen ujhers of the privy chamber^ and the gentlemen ujhers 
daily waiters^ had but ^20 per annum, when the Esquires of 
the Body had ^33. 6. 8, which conflituted a very material 
difference sX that time of day. We have feen that the fee or 
falary joi an BsqujBE of every denomination was in the reigu 
of king Edward IV. fexxn pence halfpenny per diem^ that being 
an aliquot part of a pound. The falary of the Esquihes of 
the Body however made a rapid advance, either at the latter 
end of the reign of king Edward IV. or early in the reign of 
king Richard III. in the very firft year of whofe reign I find a 
warrant to the receiver of the Duchy of Lancafter, *^ to con* 
«♦ tent and pay unto Bryan Talbot, fifty marks for his fee of 
^* Squire of the Body for the year laft */' Neither is this a 
lingular cafe, for there are others to be found of equal date in 

* Bibl. Harl. N® 433. wbere docquets of m^ny foch warrants are to be feen. 
This aotiently was the mode by which great part of the king's houjbeld was paid : 
for the KINO then granted to his fervants af&gnments upon the officers employed 
in the receipt of his revenue^ fuch zsjberiffs of counties^ colle^ort of cujtoms^ Juh' 
fidiet^ Sec. Theft mffignus had htHrs-fiitinij taHiiS of the Exchequir^ writs of 
privy-fial^ umrrm$tSt ifc. entitling them to tiieir refpeAire claims, and in default 
of payment they brought anions of debt in the court of Exchequer againft the 
officer on whom their falary was charged. [See Madox's MSS. in the BritiOi 
Mufeum, N^ 4486 : and likewife his Hiftory of the Exchequer.] This mode 
of payment is not tntirdy worn out ; for the king's ferjeant at arms^ appro* 
priatcd to the Urd mayn §/ Lmdon^ receives his falary at this day from, the 
Jbtri^s of London^ (who ire conjunftively tbt Jhinff of MiddUfexJ it being le- 
vied by the ferjeant^s patent^ upon the king's revenues arifing from the city of 
London and the county of MiddUfex^ This appears from the words of the lord Cbam^ 
herlain^s warranty direfled to the attorney or follkitor general^ to prepare the y^r- 
jicnfi patent for the r^jpo/ fignatu e, 

the 
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Ac fame MS. which (hew thzt ^ty marks^ or £^y. 6s. id. 
9ra8 then become the eftablUhed flipendy which continued to 
the lafl. 

As to other emoluments accruing to the Es<itriRES, more 
than we have already feen, I obfcrve none. There was indeed 
an apartment at Whitehall allotted to the Esquire on duty *^ 
which^ as he flept in the preftnce chamber^ and was dieted col- 
ledively with other branches of the houfhold of (imilar rank, 
operated merely as a dreffing^room^ and was but a negative ad- 
vantage. Neither do I perceive any contingent perqiiifites arifing 
to the'EsQjyiRE, fuch as New-years gifts ^, qt fees of honour^ 
which laft are Droits of ojicej granted to certain houHiold 
officers upon the making of Knights^ tshe creation of peers^ the 
homage of bijhops^ &c. 

The Esqjjires of Knights Bachellsrs had anciently aprivl^ 
lc;ge which would hardly be denied to thofe of the higher order 
belonging to the Sovereign ; viz. a freedom from perfonal arreft 
when in aQual fervice, of which Mr. Selden has left us a re- 
markable cafe, wherein it appears that Sir Francis Tias recovered 
^ 5. damages, in the reign of king Edward I. m the court of 
Wakefield, in Yorkfhire, againft German Mercer 9 for arrefting 
the iborfe of William Lepton^ that was his Es(^ire, and io 
making him to be unattended— [y«/Viyi///^«tf armigero J]. This 
exemption from perfonal arreft extended to other branches of the 
houfhold, as will appear from the certificate (^ z, Gentleman of the 
Privy Chamber^ in the reign of king Charles 11. given in the fol- 
lowing Diflcrtation, 

* See the Grouod-plao of Whitb<>Haxl, engrtved bjr Vertue, from a draw^ 
jag made 16801 and now republiflied by your SocieCj. 

f New-years Gifts continued to be given both by the Lord Steward and 
the Lord Chamberlain (111 the re^n of kiiag James IL Lifis of both wfaick I 
liave feen. 

X Tit. of Hon. p. 833. Edit. 1631. 

. Thus 
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Thus much. Sir, I have ventured to offer, and I hope vvidi 
tolerable grounds of authority, with regard to the nature aiid 
iluty both ancient and modern of thefe officers. I (hall now beg 
leave to add a word or two of their ftill greater fuppofed anti- 
quity^ which will gradually lead to their extindion. 

I dare not advance any thing tending to afcertain the firft 
appointment of the Es(^ires of the Body as Houp)old Officers z 
but from the nature of their ^///y, and as an appendage to kniohi> 
HOOD, one would imagine them to have been co-eval with 
KNIGHT-HOOD itfelf in its military fenfe. Mr. Selden fays he 
meets with the earlieft mention of the title of Armigeri in Orde-^ 
ricus Vitdlis ; and the period alluded to is the reign of king Wil- 
liam the Conqueror : but from what I am |;oing to offer, this 
title appears evidently to have been in ufe, generally fpeaking^ 
much earlier, though we cannot fsiy they were appropriated to 
tlitf Body j for there were from very early times Efquires of the 
Houfliold \Armigeri de Hojpitio'] out of whom fbme might be 
more clofely annexed to the King's perfon^ and be appointed to 
the Body \ad Corpus]. King Alfred had his Esqjjires, but 
whether they were of his Hou/bold only, or of his Body^ is not 
clear; yet one would incline to believe (from the complexion of 
the times) that they might be occafioually and particularly in 
the field, feleSHvely fuch. 'Be this as it may, he pays great re- 
gard to them, both generally and fpecifically by his will, where- 
by he gives to ^ach of his Esquires ioo marks, [cuilibet armi* 
gerorum meorum [fc. 7^a] centum maircas, fingulis eorum/ro/J 
centum marcas*.] 

I likewife meet with Robert de Roelent an Esquire to king 
Edward the Confessor, by whom he was afterwards made a 
Knight f. James de Burton was ati Esqj^ire of the BodV to 

** Afleriut Menevenfn de rtbiu gefHs AMredi* 
ff Brady's Hift. of England, p. 219. in a note* 

Icing 
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king Richard 1 *. There can be little doubt that Chaucer was 
an Esquire of the Body to king Edward III. Sir Francis Ky* 
nafton, who tranflated the two firft Books of Chaucer's Troilus 
and Crefleide into Latin Verfe, labours to prove it in a note 
upon a paflage where the poet has accidentally dropt the word' 
morterj which Sir Francis interprets to be an altufion to the mor*- 
ter made ufe of in the Royal Bed Chamber ; and from thence ' 
draws his conclufion. Sir Francis, who had been a Knight of. 
the Body to king Charles 1; was naturally ftruck with the paf^ 
fage,. and in his note has gone further into • the nature of the 
office of an Esquir^e of the Boi>y than any printed account I 
ever faw ; but his conclufion is rather weak ; for the ceremony 
of ferving Aex-Night, and the ufe oi tht^ jnor ter i muft havebeea 
very well known to every interior branch of the officers of the 
houQiold. Weak as the proof is^ Sir F/Kynafton fcems to have 
had truth on his fide ; for, I think, we are mafiiers of ftronger 
evidence, which will leave no doubt, and will clear two points 
atonce— 3^r^, thatC^^t/c^r was an Esquire of the body, and 
Jecondly^ that he pofifefied the offices of Scutifer and Armiger. 
fucceffively. This la:ft circumfiance will (hew that the advance 
from the Scutifer to theARMiGER was progrefiTive, and con-, 
firm what has been fuggefi:ed concerning thefe two pods in the 
early part of this memoir. Thefe proofs are to be found in 
Urry*s Life of Chaucer^ who has preferved a commiffion of the 
46th year of king Edward IIL wherein Chaucer is ftyled^Scuri- 
'^ FER nofier ;*' and likewife a grant of the 48th year of the 
lame king, whereb he is ftyled ^^ Diledus Armiger nofter/* 

* Hift. of Leicefterfhirci by William Barton, Efq% (whofc anceftor he was). 

This 
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This was at a period when, I think, tiic words jirmrger and Scu^ 
tifer could not be confidered as fynonymous terms *. 

The ordinances of king Edward the Fourth, before cited, aiid 
which were founded on the model of king Edward III. fpeak 
of the Esquires of the Body as old, eftabliflied officers of the 
Royal Houjhold. Weever has prefervcd, out of Digfwell- church, 
in Hertford(hire, a monumental infcription, to the memory of 
John Perient, who was Esquire of the Bodv to king Richardll. 
king Henry IV. and king Henry V+. 

We. have already feen them in the fubfequent reigns of king 
Henry VI. king Edward IV. king Richard IlL king Henry.VII. 
king Henry VIIL and king Edward VL but nothing has been 
hitherto faid of the reigns of queen Mary and queen Eliza- 

^ Sir Francis Kyoaflon^s note, which Mr. Urry has given at large, is worth 
tranfcribing. The Lines in Chaucer which occafioned it are^ 

** For by that mortir whiche I fc hrenm 

** Know I fnl well that Jay is not far henne .^ 

Troil. & Creff. Lib. IV. Line 1245. 

V" Tbtt word [fc Mortcr] doth plainly intimate our author J^ffnj Chauar to 
^ have bcca an B^^ih^b of the Body in •riinary to the King, whoTe ofEce it it» 
** after he has charged and fet the watch of the guard, to carry in tlie morter^ and 
<< fet it by the TLiiic\ bed-Jidi ; for he takes from the cupboard zfther hafon^ and 
'^therein poors a little water, and then fets a rfiund cake of virgin wax in tho 
** middle o£ the bafon^ in the middle of which coh is a wick of bumbaft [i. e. cot- 
<* ton]^ which being lighted boriit » « maub^iigbi all night at the King's bed^ 
*^ ftde. It haSf as I conceive^ the name of Aur^rr^ from the likenefs it has^ when 
*^ near confumed, to a morter wherein you bray fpicn \ for the flame melt- 
<* ing firft the middle of the wax cake which is neareft to it; the wax by 
*' degrees^ like the fand io aa hoor-gU^i runt evenly from all fides to the* 
*< middle to fupply the wick. This tqjqI cenmony Chaucer wittily fancies to 
** be in Crefleide^s bed-chamber, calling this kind of match-light by the name 
*^* cUmorUry whk&.very fewcourtkrir tiefidol the EsqviKEs of the Body (who 
^ only are admitted after All-Nicht is ferved to come into the KzNo^s Ifti^ 
*^^ chamiir) do underfland what is meant by it.** 

-f Wcevcr's Funeral Monuments, p. 594, Edit 163 1| 

B£TH. 
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BtfTH* QiieWQiddbeledtdfttppc^9 t^ had 

no officer of dib nauce; iwt I obferve the £8<^iRts ^ere eon« 
diroed i& »both reigoa^ though perhaps fone part of their dcty 
tm^ot b6 dkpesifed with. Qgeen Mary had three ^ ; Queea 
Elizabedi fburi- Eb^jtirbs, at the old falarj of j^ marks. Sit 
ThomM Bbdley was appmnted ooe of them to Queen Eliatbeth^ 
1580^ as we are informed bf Aotonjr Wood, and the writer of 
Sir Thomas^ Life, in Latin, prefixed M the caMlq^e of chd 
Bodleian LitMrary^ printed at Qxfotd^ 1697 1. I mention thefii« 
two auHioritieft beeaufethecomp*flers oftheBiographia Britannia 
ci^t;A\lAmGm!mmUJher% 

It may not leem fkange that a :!^en Regefit fhotdd have of- 
ficers of tins fbrt^ thoagh one rather wonders to find them in 
the retinue of a ^ue^u <jonforti i>ut I hare ieen in the account 
oftheoo&rerof PhilifpA) the queen of king Edward III. in 
his 25th year [preferved in his Majefty^s State Paper OBke] an 
order to pay to Sir William Fitz Wacren^ Knight of the Body 
to the QuEEN^ 10 marks for his falary for one year. But this 
is not the only inftance ; for I obferve^ that in a book of cere- 
monies to be tifed on great feafts, of the 9th of king Henry VII^ 
in theartide relating to Twelfth Day^ an Esqvi&b of the Body 
is mentioned as being appropriated to the Queen §» 

* See .a MS. containing all Qs, Mary's oflkers, &c. in the Library of your 
Society. 

f Peck's Defideraca Curiofa^ V. L p. 39. Edit. 1779, 

X This Life of Sir Thomas Bodley was trar^ated from the Engliffi into Latia 
by Dr. George Hakewili^ who was kis kinfinan. Wood's Athenasi Vol. II. 
col. 125. 

d Dr« HakewilPs word is fmatophjlax^ which literally agrees with the writer 
i^ve cited, who*calls theEsQUXRsi/tf/fr^/'M/^/i^/f, v.antea^ p. i2« 

IBibLHarU N. 64a. 
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We have likewife feen them in the 'reigns c^ kiog James !• 
king Charles L anid king Charles IL fmr m Dumber in wrdlna^ 
ry^ when, by Mr. Mar(ham*s accoant, they were in full em* ' 
ployment and ccmfidence. We are drawing to a period however : 
when we tnuft very foon take leave of thenp ; for though 
there was a very great Retrenchment made by king Charles IL 
(1668) and many of the Kinq^s State Officers fwept awayt or 
contraded in their falaries, yet the Esq^ikbs qT the Body were 
preierved entire^ both as to number and ftipend : but as food ' 
as the Ceremony of the Coronation of king James IL was per* ^ 
formed (1685), theEsQpiiEs were reduced to two (in commoa * 
with the Cabtvbrs, Sbwbrs, and Cup-bearsrs) at whidi 
number tbeyxontinued during the life of king William IIL with . 
whom the office expired* . . 

i 

• m 

I have the honour to be, Sir^ 

With great refped^ 

r 

Your very obedient humble fervant. 



Samuel Pegge. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THE Retrenchment of the year 1685, made To foou 
after the Coronation of king James II. has occafioned an error 
in Sandfbrd's Account of it. He mentions but two EsoyiRBS in 
the printed Lift of thofe that walked in the proceffion^ but after* 
wards in the Delineation he gives^i^. The cafe, I apprehend, 
was thus : The drawings, of courier would be firft made from 
the proceedings of the day, Md vivum^ when four Esquirks 
actually walked; but, in the mean while, between that time 
and the adjuftment of the printed account, the redudion was 
made. There was an interval of near two years before Mr. 
Sandford^s work appeared, and he had probably heard of the re« 
du^ion, and altered his letter prefs upon the occafion, forgetting 
that he had ^xstufour Esquires in the plate. 

I muft beg leave to add a fecond pojljcripty to fuggeft that the 
two * Esquires of the Body to kino William III. walked at 
the Coronation of oysBN Anne, as iervants of the demi/ed kino, 
and moft probably enjoyed their falaries for life, though they 
were not continued in office. 

* The two laft Officers of the Boor feem to have been Sir Thomas Gran* 
tham, Knt. and William Sydenham, Efq. [See Chambcrlayne*t Pief« State of 
the year x694,] 
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AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT, &c. 



DISSERTATION II. 

ON tHE ORIGINAL NATURE, DUTr, &c. 

of the 

GENTLEMEN op thy KIN G'S 

moft honourable 

PRIVY C H A »^^ B E R*. 



70 tbe Prejident cftbe Society (f JntiquarieSy London^ 

SlR» 

IN the courie of the preceding diflertation on the EsQptsEs 
of the KiNO*s Body, i could not but oUerve feme colla- 
teral branches of the Royal Houfhi^d^ which, as to their origi* 
nal nature, are enveloped in an ahnoft equal obicurity, although 
they are flill in being. There is indeed fcarce an office in the 

* Read at tbe Society of Antiguaries, May ii, 1780. 

houihold 
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houfhold at this day that carricf with it much of it's primary 
ufe and intention, and fome officen, from defuetude, have little 
left but the name, and of thefe principall/ are the osntlembm 
of the PRIVY CHAMBER. From being antiently near and, I may 
almoft fay, companionable oflken to the Royal Perfbn, they are 
now become the mod remote, and ieldom vifible in thdr pro« 
oer fphere (and then fcarce diftingui(hable as fuch) above tbrice 
m a reignt Two of thefe gsntlsmen, chofen for their port^ 
•re nominated by the lord chamberlain, and knighted (if not 
knights ^) to reprefent at Coronations the dukes of Aojxi tains 
and Normandy ; an honour of the firft magnitude, as it gives 
them for the moment (reprefentativeiy) precedence of the 
archbishop of Cantbrburv. At the Coronation of kino 
William and q^bbn Mary they took rank of George 
PRiNCB of Denmark, although he had married the Qubbn's 
Si/iir. The prince walked only as a Juie^ being created Juke of 
Qimierland^ See. April 6| 1 6891 a few days before the Coronation^ 
with precedence of all dukes by z6k of parliament purpofcly 
to give him a place and a proper rank on that folemnity : but 
at the Coronation of qj^bbn Annb the princb had rank above 
the reprefentatives of the dukes of Aquitaine and Norman^ as 
the Confort of the quibn, and had his train borne f • The drefs 
of thele two on fuch occafions is fumptuous, bordering on 
royalty^ their mantles being of crimfon velvety lined with minever^ 
and powdered with ermine : their caps of cloth of gold furred 
and powdered likewife with ermine %. The reft of the gentle- 

MEN 

* Kniihih$^ is to iodilpenrable qualificttion^ for at the laft coronation (1761) 
iir fhmm A#Ai«$lks who wat appoiated to one of thefe offices^ was obKged to ac- 
cept the honour of i«^irAW although he was a imrmiU 

f See the cartmoniak of coronations in the College of Arms. 

) Idem. There is a great over£ght in Ogleby^s Account of the Coronation of 
King Charka U% He gires us ia the copper-pht^ of the prooefton on horfehac^ 

what 
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MEK of the PftivT Chambbr \mt now a place in the proceflion 
icext below the Barons of the Exchequer^ and above the Kiog^s 
Serjeants at Law. Anciently they had a ftill higher place; for at 
the coronation -of king Edward VI^ the Gentlemen of the Privy » 
Chamber followed the canopy, immediately after the Afliftanc, 
Train Bearer ♦• 

* The Jicottd occafion when the Gentlemen of the Privy 

Chamber appear in office is upon the Entry oiAmbaffadors from 
Fffucc^ a ceretnonial of great cavalcade. The ftate of Venice^ 
though it has always a refidentzl our courts never fends AmbaJ^ 
fadors but femelin ngnoy and that only in token of compliment 
on an Accejpon. The principal in this EmbqH^ is always knight«^ 
ed (for which the cuftopaary fee$ are remitted)^ and befides being 
prefented with a fword of great value (fuppoied to* be that with 
which he is knighted) he receives, as an augmentation to his 
arms, Jtmefart of the armorial htarit^s of the King of Great 
Britain,, placed in chief upon his family coat, feveral grants 
of which made at di&rent times are to be found in the Herald's 
Office H:* The account of the Entrie of thefe Amhajfadors^ in the 
year 1763, may be feen at large in the Gazette Of the 30th of 
April in that year ; where it will appear, that^Ji^ of thefe Gen- 
tlemen attended their Excellencies on every ^]^/Vi/ occafion^ 
from their landing at the Tower, to their audience of leave. 

The fame ceremony was formerly common to all ambaiTadors 
of equal rank, though it is now in other cafes difcontinued and 
dom Sir John Finett^s Philoxenis it appears to have been in ge- 

what he ftyk$ tw perfins reprefenting the Dukei of Aquxtaine and Normandy 
widiout any further difcrimiiiadoii : but in< the printed account of it^ and in the 
poceffion on foot^ be hai omitted them. 

* Addenda to Leiand's Colled anea, voU IV. p. 324. 

f See the Earl Marihal'a Book^ t« alfo Finett'i Philoxenis, p. 1 13. 

A neral 
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neral ufe in the reign dS king James L An Simba^ador itttli 
the emperor of Morocco to king Charles L \(>yj^ was attenddl 
to his audience hytwehe Gsntlkmbn of the Privy Chambsk^ 
^* riding on bnMre iiorfes with fbot-icloths ;** a printed account 
of which Ceremonial may be (cen in die Mufeom. 

As this is the only fblemn enfr^e now in ufe, I ihaH beg leave 
to infert the account at large in the Appendix [N^ L} from the 
Gazette, whence it wiU be difcemed bow fiur the Gimtlb* 
MEN of the Prhty C^ambsr are employed in its and I 
the ntf her do it, as I truft fbe rafeiition rf ii h at a gnat difi^ 
Sancc. 

The laft publick jippearance of the Gentlemen of the Paivr 
Chamber is on a very di^rent and <)ppofite occafion, \r{z. on a 
^emife of the Kino orQusEN, when, at the funeral, they bear 
the canopy over the rcyal Corpse* This line (^ their duty may 
probably extend to the heir apparent^ or prefumpthe heir ; and 
formerly it certainly went to remoter branches of the royal fa^ 
mlly; though at preient the bearing the canopy over the 
younger and collateral relatives to the crown has fallen into dif- 
ferent hands occafionally K The duty, however, of thefe gen- 
tlemen till towards the dofe of the laft century went ftiU fur*- 
ther ; for they had not on!y the honour of fuppordng the canefy^ 
but fbme of them had the office of carrying the Bonv, in qua- 
lity of Under-'hearers. Thus it appears from the ceremonials iu 
the office of arms, that on the foHowing occafions when twelve 
Gentlemen of the Privy Crambbr bore the canopy eigSteett 

* In the cafe of tii Heir Jfparmi^ or frtjkmftivi Htir^ 1 oonceiTe the oflloe 
would reft with the Gbntlkmbiv of the Ktif o*s Priyy Chambbk, where the 
party has not an eftahlijbmtnt. The late Prikcc of Walbs \Friimck\ baring «a 
houfhold, the cmiopy at his funeral was borne by eight of bis .own fervants* 
N. B. He had no CtniUmin of hit Privj QmwAar^ 

more 
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more of them carried the Body^ viz. At the Funeral of Henrt 
Duke of Gloucester (the 4th Son of K. Ch. 1.) 1660— of the 
Princess D^w/Tg-^r of Orange 1660 — and of the Queen Dqw^ 
ager of Bohemia 1661. The Body of K. Charles II. was 
intended to have been carried by thefe Gentlemen *, but the Cof- 
fin was too heavy, and required men of more robuH: habits, when 
the Teomen of the Guard were called in, who have ever fince per- 
formed that Office. This however was not the firft time the Teo* 
men were employed in that Duty; for twelve of them carried the 
Body of their loftitutor K. Henry the seventh to his Grave f « 

At the Funeral ofhis/^/^Majcfty K.George the Second ten 
of the Gentlemen of the Priw Chamber bore the Canopy, 
one at each of the Eight Staveis, and two at each Head-Staff; and 
had every of them an allowance of black Cloth for Mourning, 
which iflued from the Great Wardrobe by Warrant from the 
Lord Chamberlain X* 

As no falary or pecuniary emohment whatfbever attends the 
poft at prefent, it may be afked why it is fo much fought after ?-— i 
The anfwer is very eafy, and almoft in omniutn ore^^lt is an ex- 
emption from ferving the Office of Sheriffs &c* There iffues at 
the commencement of every reign an inhibitory Pr(7r/ii///^//(9/7, 

"*^ Funeral Ceremonials in the Office of Arms. 

^ Addenda to Leland's CoIle£tanea, Vol, IV. p. 305. 

J The fupportcrs of the Canopy on the demife of collateral branches of the 
Royal Family, when naval or military honoiirs are not paid to the deceafed, are 
fill! in part taken out of an inferior Line of the Privy Chamber : for at the 
iEuperal of Prince FftBDEHicK-WiLLtAM, the prefent King's Brother, and 
pf the Princess Louisa-Annb bis Majejl/s Sister, the Bearers of the Canopy 
were the four Grooms of the Privy Chamber and the four fenior Geutle^ 
MBN Ushers Quarterly Waiters. The Canopy over the body of Edward 
iati Duke 0/ York was borne by Vice-Admirals, and that over William late 
Duke of Cumberland by General Officers. [See Funeral Ceremonials in 
*$he oflke of Anncj 

G to 
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to prevent the appointment of any of the royal fervants to 
publlck offices, which implies, among the reft, the Shrievalty of 
a County \ and the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber being 
fworn fervants of the King (though without falary or conftaat 
Duty) are of courfc included in fuch prohibition *. It has often. 
happened, that a Gentleman of the Privy Chamber has 
been returned to the Council, and been pricked (as the term is)p 
for Sherlff\ but, I believe, it has been as often fupcrfedcd by » 
new appointment, and the party,, by order of council, difchargedl. 
A particular cafe happened (anno 1761) with regard to Sir fVil^ 
Ham Hart J Knt. who was eleded Sheriffs of London againft his 
confent, and pleaded,]as an exemption, that he Was a Gentle-^ 
man of the Privy Chamber ; but his cafe came neither withitt 
the letter nor the fpirit of the proclamation : for though the iSfif- 
riffs of London are confoUdated, quatenus Middlesex, and tlOl 
provincially as one man, yet being cledive by the Livery of Lon-^ 
don, Sir JVilliam Hart could not come within the royal intention ; 
nothing but a civil difability could difcharge him^ andhis Pleaof 
courfe was over^ruki 

The prefent appointment of a Gentleman of the Privy 
Chamber runs in general tcrms^ viz. ** To have, hold, exer- 
** cife, and enjoy, the faid place, together with all rights, pro- 
" fits, privileges, a4id advantages thereunto belonging, in as full 
" and ample manner as any Gentleman of his Majesty^s 
** MOST honourable Prlvy Chamber doth or hath held and 
•* enjoyed, or €)f right ought to hold and enjoy the fame/* 
Thele are the words as they ftand at this day ; but aBciently the 
rights and privileges were defcribed at large, and in an appoint* 
meat anno 1662 (the r4th of King Charles the Second) are thus. 

* Sec i!ie /appendix [No. II> ] ■ This is infirttd'fit ibi infirmathn rf fu<h of 
the Rcya! S.ervann into xvhofe bands theft pa^trs maj faU^ that tbty maj bi apprized ff 
tbi ImfrMnii'us hwi dental to their Offices^ 
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fet forth, *« His perfon is not to be arrefled or detained without 
<^ leave firft had and obtained — neither is he to bear any publkk 
•* Office^ nor to be impannelled on any Inqueft or Jury — nor to 
*< be warned to ferve at Affixes or Sejponsj whereby he may 
^* pretend excufe to negleft his Majesty's fervice." This points 
immediately at an exemption from the Shrievalty of a county, 
where the nomination is in the King— and the reafon is given 
for the difpenfation. 

Such is the ptefent ftate of this Body of 48 Gentlemen of 
Rank and Fortune^ who, it is natural to fuppofe, had, in their 
primary inftitution, more official attendance, ^nd fa/aries in com- 
mon with the reft of the fervants upon the Royal Eftablifli- 
ment; for the purpofe of difcovering which circumftances we 
xnuft revert to times when the officers of the court were confined 
to the fundions for which they were originally appointed. 

The moft ancient mention of them that I have been able to 
find (though under a different denomination) is in the Liber 
l^iger Domiis Regis Angliae (Temp, Edw. IV.) which is fuf- 
ficiently explicit to ihew the true intent of their inftitution. 
They were called Efquires of Houjhold^ with duty^ falary^ &c. 
and their nature and office is thus defcribed: 
. •* SQUIRES of HOUSHOLD, Forty or more, if it pleafe the 
^* King, by the advice of his high council to be chofen, men of 
** their poflfeffion, worfhip, and wifdom: alfb to be of fundryS Aires j 
/• by whom it may be known the difpofition of the counties*. 
^* And of thefe to be continually in this court twenty Sqjjires 
.•* attendant upon the King's perfon, in riding, and going at all 
•* times, and to help ferve his table from the furveying board^ 
«* and from other places,- as the AJfewar •+ will aflign ; and 

* From hence it appears, that thefe officers were from the beginning gentlemen 
^r fortune, education, and weight, in their refpe^iive peaces ofrefidence. 
^ That is^ the Bvwir^ whofe office is to place the diflies ou tlic table. 

G 2 <^ when 
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" when any of them be prefent in court he is allowed for daiJjr 
^ wages in the Cheque Roll /even pence half-penny ♦ and cloatb^ 
•* ing winter and fummer, or elfe forty Jhillings. It hath ever 
*< been in fpecial charge to SquiRSs in this court to wear the 
** King's Livery conftantly, for the more glory and in worihip 
*' of this honourable houfhold: and every of them to have in 
'< this court an honed fervant, and fufficient livery in the towns 
*• or countries for their horfes^ and other fervants, by the her^ 
^"^ berger. Two Gentlemen [are] lodged together: they be 
«' coupled Bedfellows by the Oemlemeo Ufhers.. And if any of 
" thefe Squires be fent out of court by Steward^ Treafurer^ 
** or Comptroller^ or other of the Count ing-boufe^ for matter 
«* touching the houOiold, then he hath daily allowed him tvtfehe 
" pence by petition. They take no part of the general giftSf 
** neither with chamber ^ nor with balli but if the giver give 
<^ them fpecially a part, by exprefs name or words f » None 

*«of 

* This we have already feen was the pay of an Efquin in the Houfiiotd. \y. the 
preceding Diflfertation, p. 13.] but we have not obferved^ that at this period the 
pay of the Houlhold Servants was not only calculated iy the day ; but was uniform^ 
according to the rank of the party, without any difcrimination of office* Thus 
when every Esquire htAftvin puta balf-ptany per diem^ every Yeoman had tine 
femcij and every Groom Forty ShiUings by the year, and every Pag£ twinty^fitc 
JbiUings zt\d iigbt'pince by the year, Thefe two laft, if taken ^/r Jiem^ would run 
into very fmall fraSions, and therefore perhaps were generally coniidered in the 
grofs. By thefe means however the fenrants were eafily chequed for negligence, 
or non-attendance in the two firft inftances : for after a reprimand for ihtfirfl 
offence, the lofs of wages for a certain number of days was annexed to thtfecwdi 
imprlfonment and fometimes corporal punifhroent to the thirds and xht fourth car- 
ried vvith it abfolute expulfion. [See the Ordinances of king Edward IV. of the 
vear 1478.] The intermediate title of Gintlemanj between iht Efquire and the 
Yamany was hardly then known in this official line. 

f General Gifti at that period, I prefume, meant New Tear*s Gifts ; which after* 
wnrcf!^ might extend to feeSy and pecuniary douceurs^ given upon crg4ai»ns^ hsmage^ 
inigbthisdy i^c. now called Fees of Homur* JiM to the laft of thefe. Droits, an intru- 

fion 
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^ of thefe fbould depart from court but by licence of Steward:, 
^* Treafurer^ or Sovereigns of the Counttng-houfe, that know how 
^< the Kino is accompaoied beft : and to take a day when they 
^ (hould come again, upon pain of lofs of wages at his next 
*• coming. Thcfo Esquires of Houshold of old be accuf* 
'< tomedy winter and fummer^ in afternoons and in evenings, to 
^^ draw to Lords Chambers within courts there to keep honed 
•^ company after their canning, in talking of Chronicler of 
** Kings, and of other PoIideSf or in pipings or harping^ fi^g^ 
** ings, or other ads marviables^ to help to occupy the court, and 
•< to accompany ftraogera till the time require departing *•'* 

THERankofthcleEs<iyiRESofHovsHOLB,was,astotheyounger 
fons of Bannerets and Knights Bachelors^ collateral with that of 
the EsoyiRES of the Body ; but between themfelves the fupe* 
xiority refied with the foroier, as appears from Coronations; 
where they both made a part in the procefSon. In the privy^ 
ihamber yhowtstr^ theGENTLEMENfeemto have been rather fub- 
ordinate even to the Gentlemen UJbers ; for they were not only fworr^ 
to obey the Gentlemen VJhen in all things refpe6ling the King's 
fervice ; but were called upon to take their places in cafe df ab- 
fence. Thus the Orders of King Charles 11. fay, that « When 
*« no Gentleman UJher (hall be there to wait, the eldeft'* (or the 
fenior) " Gentleman of the Privy Chamber in waiting fh^W 
*« officiate the place in all things till one of the Gentlemen UJloers 

fioQ took place in the reign of Kinq Phuip and Queek Mart ; for I find that 
in the year 1554, upon the making of fevcral Knights, the Gentlemen of the 
Privy Chamber extorted a fee of 13*. 4^. " the which,'* fays my authority^ 
" was never had before/* [Bibl. HarL N. 6064. fol. 76.] As this was the J!r/t 
time that fuch Peculation was attempted, I muft do the Gentlemen of the Privy 
Chamber the juflice to fay that it feems to have been the /a/f. 

* Kino Henry VI. had tw^hf Knights of his Chamber^ fix to be always re- 
fiding in the court, and tight Esc^ires of bis Chamber, one of which was to 
perform the oflice of Stvuer in the chamber. 

» •' fhati 
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<< (hall come, both in going before Us in the Privy Lodgings and 
*' carrying the candle in the abfcnce of our Lord and Vice 
•' Chamberlain,'* This implies a local inferiority, and (hews 
that thcfe Gentlemen were then an intermediate official cha- 
rafter between the Gentlemen UJhers and the Grooms ♦. . 

King Edward the Fourth had, befides thefe EsoyiRES of 
houjholdj Twelve or more Knights of boujhold of the degree 
of Knights Bachelors, ^iwr of whom attended at a time 
upon the King's perfon, whofe office was provifioual ; viz«i 
as the Liber Niger fays—" to ferve the King of his bafon^ 
" or fuch other fervice as they may do the King in abfence of 
*« the Carvers^ This appears to be the fubftance of their duty ; 
and they had Bouche o( Courts and other allowances, with a fee 
of ten maris yearly. They feem to have been of a collateral na- 
ture with the EsoyiRES of Houshold, though not io much 
about the royal perfon, and, from their rank as Knights^ mufl: 
be accounted fuperior officers, though their falary was not io 
great, ten markshting but ^. 6 13 J. 4^. whereas /even pence half 
penny per diem (which we have feen was the Es quire^s Pay,) 
amounts to ^ 11. 8j. iji/pcr Annum. 

At what period their title was changed from Esquires of 
Houshold to that of Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber 
does not appear ; but I conceive it to have been in the reign of 
King Henry the Seventh, or early in the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth; for they were called EsQuiRESof Houshold 
Temp. Ric. III. + and in the Eltbam Statutes (1526) Gentle- 
men of the Privy Chamber. 

* The Gentlemen were llkcwifc fveorn " not to depart the diftance of twelvi 
" miles from the court without licenfe of the Kino or of thtGintlemift VjhirtP 
Here I prefume the abfence of the Lord and Vice Chamberlain is implied. Tlie 
form of this oath, as it was adminiftercd in the firft year of Queen Elizabeth, is 
printed in the Antiquarian Repertory, Vol* IL. p* 195* 

t Bibl. Harl. N. 433. fol. 38, ... 

From 
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From hence, Sir, we may difcera, that thefe Esquires of 
HousHOLD, afterwards called Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber, were not merely oftenfible charadters ; but had conftant atten- 
dance upon the Roy a l Per son m that Chamber j and were likewife 
employed in confidential offices without doors, as occafion re- 
quired. They had Wages and L>ietj Livery from the Wardrobe 
(or money by way of compofition for it) and Herbigage for their 
Horfes both in town and country. Thus is this now quiefceiit 
body itf' motion, and Avill not become flationary^ till towards 
the clofe of the laft century. 

Whether the^iaA/r/Vi of thefecENTLEMENwerefirftencreafeJ 
about the reign of King Richard III. together with thofe of 
the Esquires of the Body, I will, not prefume to determine * : 
but I find their Number reduced to 18, and their Salaries en- 
larged to jr30. per Annum each,, at the making of the Eltbam 
Statutes Temp. Iticn. VIII. (1526) where they are ftyled Gen- 
tlemen of the Privy Chamber. Stowe calls them, in his 
account of the marriage of Queen anne [Bulleyne], and in his 
defcription of the Coronation of King Charles I. Esquires oT 
Honour, which is a very warrantable as well as relpfeftablc 
appellation; for we retain the name of Page of Honour, at 
this day, to diftinguifli fuch Pages who attend the Person; from 
thofe who belong to any particular branch of the haufloold^ ^[ 
; The twoyoungeft of thefe Gentlemen of the Privy ChaW- 
ber (for fo we muft henceforth call them) had indeed in the 
Reign of K. Henry VIII. but Fifty marks (or ^33. ts. 8^.): for 
\vhich piece of oecouomynoreafon appears, unlelsthey were^jc/r^- 
prdmary and added^ for the purpofe of completing the rt?//? which 
cou^fted of Six upon duty at a time. The intention of mak*. 
iug the Rltbwi Statutes was. a retrenchment, as well as a re-^ 

* Sec the preceding Diflcrtation, p. 3a. 

gulation. 
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gulation. If we may be at liberty then to fuppofe that the num* 
ber of thefe Gentlemen was found to be 48 at the acceflion of 
King Henry VIII. (for the number we have fecn was ^* 40 or 
^^ more, if it pleafed the King'') and that the idea was to re* 
duce them to a third party the refult will be Jixtetn^ which^ 
uot being divifible by three^ two Jupernumeraries might then 
be added to them to make a rota of Six, who were glad to 
accept inferior falarieSy with a reverfionary expectation. This 
at the fame time may ferve to account for the fpecific fum of 
jf33*6^. %d. to the two youngeft, it being the then falary of 
the EsQtriRBS of the BoDy% 

Such as we find them in the Time of K. Hen, VIII. they con- 
tinued to foe (both as to number and Jalary) during the following 
reign^ The Statutes of Eltham fay, as to their duty, that Jix 
wait at a time, to be ready, at the Kino's rifing, *< to apparel 
^^ his Higbnefsy putting on fuch garments in reverend, difcreet, 
^^ and fbber manner, as it fhall be his Highnefs's pleafure to wear/* 
We have before obferved in the preceding difiertation that the 
Kino feems to have been loofely attired in his Bed-chamber by 
the Efjuire of the Body^ and afterwards to have in a great mea- 
furedniflied his drefling in his Privy Chamber ^ a$ will appear 
clearly from the Statutes of Eltham which are very full and 
circumftantial in thefe particulars, and fay, ^ That the Kino's 
** Doublet^ Hofe^ Shoes^ or any other Garment^ which his pleafure 
^* fhali be to wear from day today (the Gown only excepted) fhall 
•* be honeftly and cleanly brought by the Teoman of the Ward* 
** robe of the Kobes to the Kiwo's Prhy Chamber door^ without 
^< entering into the fame, where one of the Grooms (hall receive 
^^ the faid Garments andu<f/;^^r^/ bringing and delivering the fame 
** to one of the faid^ Gentlemen to be miniftered to the 
^* King's perfon as (hall ftand with his pleafure.** The exccp- 

ttion of the Gown naturally creates a queftion not eafily folvable ; 

but' 
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Bed-cbamher by the Groom of the Stpcs, ^f ^^jw^^p^ gc^ «^ 
»U,li»«k»ftfB9'^:|«n4s'i (bi)t ».%»» Jow Ijy ^me petipo of 
hlgbet:aegrt;e)»^(mi»H>r^t^ «t pajisd upoo for the jurpvie,; 

■•aagrMeftaakm«-Mci)iAt«'1»')th«,)Mi^|ig« 9^ (hat j^fv.V^ 
gKit^tt/tpttA: paeBokMctht jtisK. :fr I; jtHithqt «^^«i b^ 
tbglfc'' ftabitwk<>><fJkali1fn» «l tiie ,4«t<l /» ,I$m)7.I'«uw .M^ 

<>>Uvf. mat ttto liltdi«r 9M(;«MS <Ml tixre n^'v/im <W(I 
wlaoK«cp>4 gdlpeA;<]iigidrtf>H) uMs MM«^i'y>'^° 1^^,% ^ 
*> ti»ltN(W a i ini l h i«A<gjth»ymlayjKi6trytoit kBbeJwtlj, or «« 

M<if liiMii'be well ^Mgwigad, xxpdtt ia ouvnad puth uui 
«( meet, and able to be lent' 00 ^imUjar ^ne&gss, oc .tt^iecviftt 
<<tt'<ldt^tWiP))riUcM4i4M«)(li»iiM<e flnlt nqvue." . ■ ,1 
'' GoUlt^f 't4tMe;II»tT>iMni»<f()r iftvmal iges !a(tcacl<d d« 
K4iig)#k«k«e«ak<^J<>uHi^.or *e«lc Mapimgreis. Tlwit 
thoi^ IC Henry Vilt w«iit mctg. to BacUler to vi$t dw 
PridceA AntiBofiCLKVutlleilar befiite ktr jiubUck .l«(iep<K>% 
i»"^k'^iA\Ma^ri]fAA Qitxr-tltaitit mi tbeijir^lc 
body attended at the interview on horieback; and again, when 
ititj»A*;iSs4vWW& WW»™M*,»v,tui,M^pici|, the^o- 
«her«f kitiC^<eii.H>Kius3:'T&) ja Mi^^i Hiitt, in ^^, ,t^e 

* It wafl incicatl^ a general nile that tlie Kirrc was to be fervcd in all UiioM 
V *^e 0nH^,^^a(Of^(^),jp«feo5 at the time, notwitliflanding thetf yerc 

,4#f)<«; WK^W'*^: ^ :^^:'^T*'^ '^V J *"'' *^^' ^"'^^ ''^^''' '^"'y '° ^ intftnv 
fi«vpV$e'4VOf),|lA^P%:9t^'.«wit flf perfons of greater rank. This ideaii ii^ 
.qnitsvanUIvi)* 6ir wtipn t^eJUtK diaes at an intl. illation of Knights of tile 
^Jer of tin Qf^TJU^ 'jni ttLft^Fs^X .w fervcd by Nabltmin in (juajity of Cfrvtr^ 
,Pi|^fB«fir, li■|4^^^(-,lyKLlipIby,C<^<^«,^^^oa^eRffci?Uf fjwh.^. ,, ; 

f See befoie, sphere two of the EitjuiREs of HouiHOLD are laid to yve,|)eiui 
<' tmpUdfiii-ftlltwt bg til Gimltmm UJbir.*' 

H feat 
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feat of Sir •— Mildmay^ he was att^ided by feVeral Gentlemeit 
of his Privy Chamber ♦. . f i 

The dignity of the office of thtofe GEtiTLEMBN, when ifeht 
in the King's name, was unhappily exemplified in the cafe 
of Cardinal Wolsey, who was himfelf the fiibricastor of thefe 
very ftatutes. The well4EOown fibry of his fursender to oneof 
them is briefly this: The King^s tomoMffioti wat granted to 
the Earl qf Nortimmberlandj to arreft the ikrdirml for H^h 
Treafon; to which the Cardinal refufed ko fubmit himfol^ with* 
out feeing the King's Qmmifian^ which the Ed^l declined 
(hewing, is it- contained fbme iniferuAiodli^ : i^ ^mper to be 
feen bjr the intended prisoner :.biit when^fim Kalur W4iffi>.v\^ 
tered the apartmebt, the Cf/'i£fxra/ Totrindkccd himfelf to hi^^ 
faytngt ^ You are a fufficient Comaaiffioner in this^:^ehal^ 
f^ hting€>ne of jAe Privy CAamier '^'J* /. : • ,/, . . , . '; 

To returri,'.Sir^ to the^doo^dftietifSceft/DftbeipiQBHTLiLMfi^ 
TlieiKiNd, :no douht^; often; :conv«rf«i fxeejywfth thcmi for 
they are. cautioned in dae fiatuteeofEftbtaofcinottO avdU thcjfn^ 
felves of that condefeenfion, by ^^majkid^ fmts to his,(?riir<t 
<« or interoMclIing in eaufes and matters^ otherwife than they 
«< Aiall ' be commanded, that it might .appear: ttf >tbe King^'i 



« See the account ef tbit OpJeeA^ii £ntir<6 by Vtt. lASitni )pimttitt LondoA, 
1639, in4 rr-printrd 1775. p. 21. Mr. Pogel de U 6frre wat HitfoilflgraphQr 
to the Qaeen Mother of France, [v. Le Tray Eflat de la France, printed at 

Pari! 1651. p. 96.] . ' ; : : . ;r < 

[ i Ca?eiidi(h'a Life of CafdinaM^ii^. This wati the^ tangdige ef the thn^ 
Vor Sir lUhrt Cany^ afterwards Barl of ^AaMiffi^, fi^kiogdf Mr. William 
Kilicgrevr (who was one of tbefe Gentlbubn in tbe'reijEribf'QaMk'EKxabetb, 
calls blin» ^ Om $f tba Privj Charnktr^ [MemoirSy p. ibl.] Ltrd Hkrhrt 
plainly underftood this mode of ipeaking; for he ezprtflly makes the CfrirWeal! 
Sir ff^a/tir fFaf/b <* GaMTtiMAH 0fthi PHXTT CHAMBER/' [Life of K. Hen.YXH. 
••p. 340.] '■ • :■ . 

** bononr^ 



^honour, thdt he iiadrd)ofim'4«ich tfell qualified^ aiaoaeredt 
^* and elcdi perfbhs to be attendant on his Royal Perfon/* 

At this period, when the attendance was Co clo(e, and the 
confinement fo great, the >jEr Gbntlem^n of the Prky Cbam^ 
ber^ on duty, were dieted intht Frhy Cbmmber, after the King 
Jbad i withdrawn to liis .flitt tnore retired apartment, and Were 
ierved, togethei^ with the two Gbntlkmen Ushees in wait* 
ihg^ widi ^^ two Mefes of Meat *, well and fubftandally fur- 
<^^ nilhed, to be dnfled by *he cooka .of th^ Prky Kitchin,H 
.that IS,; the Kti«>-s ownkitcbiD ;^ aqcfctjbp reai^n i« giy^n in the 
(laiivtes whji th^fci Q^e^^ 4)^ QP(f 4t in ^iximon with tbe r^ft 
of the k0uily>l4»; ^Vifor a^ much^*' f^y tHey, <« as it is not con* 
^^ venieqr th^ any tim^ certain (hall be prefixed for theKiN6*s 
<* gping vtoridiou^r or fnpper.'V^ TWc Qentt-bmeit, from, the 
jrd%o.ofrXiigrEdv»(4 1¥.; (»( UaftjitijOi after' the Refloration, 
/iented'the:Kuio*afto4r4: v^itb;!^ ^d^werp to dp otl^er 
ifereices occifionally^ aStappears from Liber Niger-— the Ekham 
Statuteis--b8nd the Hoiiihold Ordinances of King Charles I. and 
KingtCharlea JL i .,, . . *; i 

So rigid was the confinement of the Gentlemen. of the 
fhti^ Gu AMbEE id/thek tours is^ Duty iii the reign of King 
Henry VHL that they had very little rd^xation from bufineft, 
<and none from attendance. All the indulgence permitted them 
was, that at fiich time as the King avoided the room, they 
•itrere allowed, by the ftatutes, to play at Dice^ Cahdsj Cbtji^ and 
Tablis in the PrivtI4Dh ambers during the King^s abfence. 



* By a Mif$ oiMiot (though with fome cxcq>tions in later times^ as appears by 
ordinances of K. James I.) is generally meant y#irr perfons : fo that in this cafe 
the^ Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, and the /w^ Gentlemen Ushers 
would form tw$ Meffis. In ibme OBconomical arrangements of K. James L they 
rznJSx to a Mifs^ in certain cafes : [v. Bibl. Hark No. 642.] though yi«r was tbo 
ftandard, and thus tfa« Afijis temain in onr Inns of Court at this day. 

H 2 with 



^6 m^m^li^ifMf^i^diwh'^^i^'ifiy'rf^m^^ 

ikithrm'tmitUid iga^fl- ihglkiti iif|torh(. lm& oi didai^ nkk wifh 
an iujuddiMttb iklkSb 'ksf §atm.iaf:lkeyi'- bad UkoHf lAI^ 6f the 
Kike's ^(fffAcft, that thejl' int|^c fe «^ itare^toilx attJBtidanA on 

'*.oiiliim -'it hb dnt»3r4 ta~ ow did dCcvi»f ^^m^''^^^^^^"**^ ^^ 
*>!i)«ib^lfe 6>iVbimf^<ld^sippertaai«)*.) ' ^3:^f) .::>7 /.'luh rto . 
Bfei^fi I^ i^fti lM<^ ^1^ ' I ^Obil dbfitfVflr, that/ nfab i of/ tbcft 

£bwaii0:VjL but tto praveA nifednc^ittM, L/«(rOuHb)«fcesii& 
'6b(etvt -tfiatth'iiB doefc Moc^ppsaeito MvfcifcB* 2 dight df Affict"; 
f6r at tlM^yi»itfigi<si'^Mitcii iiii i}ttkritv(<ilt&eiil^ ibi QfiKdi^ 
lidtft)r'V!irj the Odfktf^ ^^'hbkk iff'4»SSeStwAt {MtffoM? 4ldll> 
had nd^ljfii^ By '<}ffit«^;)iid at'eft^^GS^^M^.blPf&f PlRff^t^Ha 
itfAir hii jfaug^r, if was 6b^h*3^'yWF'BS«*r*^i«i 

^ Q. iMa^T^k is hiltttral (d folagiiM'tfate £«iii of thoigs /w««lii 

ihould adopt Ladies in lieu of Gentlemen in hee ckambei^QliciS- 

AGitKKiAjBz;K to this, Wd ^iditMt IM fiAi^efty'a faoad (whieb 
was alivays in the ?riiy Ciamhi^) «Qis ieriied by Lai^iks aiid 
GsNtLi^woMEir: iht€uf 4»ad given by4>ne GENTLBwroMAK, 
afM):aqother bad theahitgfifliheQtphafitiz tbtt offices ofCarwrs 
and E^/jitftdefed w«)it perforniad.tgr GsNTCBitciEJi ;. all wbioh 
appeal's from i MS. aRCOline.teft bj McNorrMv ooe of her 
Majefty^s Gentlemen Ufhers +. Notwithftanding this revolution 
in the arrangement of the Puivy CfiAMBtflt, the GfiNTLKMEN 
in qucftion were fo far from being difcbarged, that they were 
preferved entire both in mmier aad fidmry^ there being ^y 

^ Addenda to LcUiid's Colle£taneS) foL IV. p« aj4* 
t Of which I have a tranfcript* 

4 Mr. 



'kb.'Siocfv!i aceoont); d^rajfsitilie at haft dC A)ilii\f(oAf'mmMdt- 

rmg^ wha va* Aitfais: ny atand the CBAjrtBji»i .'od <fr tor iea;?« 

H^fnM-d iHtlht ther (?Mi/(rm«» IJ^ Mrfatire be fltalk Amf Aalt, 

*' if the Queen at any time (hall call for one of tbea* fty istui 

<** »ay iKberOy ol" aajr edie her Higteiei(si*ar pieaAnn.** The dfGce 

r«»rv>il |ilixiriktie.in ;foch'liigke^nlat«on,.^aryki tJiecficipyeisr 

«f ^X^veto, wd find, isnumgr the etgbteitfi) Gbntlkrmii dif tfite 

■FitY^rr GimMiwi'*- Jbbn UDMllery] dtktoi KonhtfmbievfeiM,. 

'10^ JL^tnit [{)adl«f } Ut^ foHi uktmutd^ <«! d^L<M«»ftet^ dtild 

William [Herbert] earl of Pembfoli» ; Md ttTl I he kftV eneep- 

flii^'«i«%/ivei-e''i<iligflts* Ay to <hd Jbit'Dits of fhitf'PirivT. 

^HitM^iKr' I'^tl^ llfavef ««da(ioA t^ ittetffiM' (beBfk agaiili titft^« 

»fler; feniC'. 'be^bre I ^it r^i jpin6iy I t(roof4 tibfifrf e (tntthe 

OiMi'fiMlisN df tW Pitt^v CKAMtiBfRv hf ettoMMtf wkftfi' <be 

«€^«i^f;l^^ C^^r/ of fbtf fame i^Bom,. wer« ^l6Wed% IC-^^ 

'iiMftiiirf ^« yzx6i;6Pwhe/ dicb fbr a C/0M; iittd «^ tht cordrt*- 

tidn^^f lC.]^#.V{; they had (as had th6 Ohnltemen l^f) ecti. 

' f wn ywdb (rhtf qusMti^jr r» left ind^nite) df crifflfeti vehet fat 

^towm^ ttA ieifain yai^i of tinfh«y (fiifae) to Rfl« thattf. 

Thi», I {yi«(tinlej ^s ttot rhe fifff, tK>r t^e kft timi of ttl*}r 

Iiafting^ ^ch- iiflbwinees fhotn the wardrobe, ihottgft Iha^^ is 

■ yet fijutidf" no ^tnthier traces of iP; 

If « no wondefthat we do not meet with LAtfiCf of the 

PmvY CrtAMBtf* antecedent to^ this period; for it muff be 

'conlidewd, thaf QtTBEw Mart was the ftrft Qfaeen Htfoifcirr 

that iat upon the throne.- .Her ftonlhoid wa$ not orrty the ^toe 

* See a lift of Queen Mary's boujbcld (as it is called) ia the library of your 
Society : tbou^ perha^ it might more properly be termed the Houshoj&d m it 
Jlood on the ^ofii Acce/fion ^ becaufe the Duii of Noribumbir!and was executed 
within little more than a month after her Maj^fly was proclaimed Queen* 

t This appears from ztitSt. account of part of tUd Aity of a Gentleman tT/nery 
left by l^lr kklitfd Btobnti wh6 #as in that office iv^tht ftign of 1C« Edw. Vl. 

in 



-lacEvcryvrefpeft with that of a King , but more enUrged in.thb 
iparticalar branch, . becauie (he preferved the Gsntlbmeh, at 
.the fame time thiat (he adopt^ the Ladies^ of the Privy 

This department will be found in the iame.iiiate as to 
its officers^] both, male and female^ during the reign of QubbtK 
•Elizabbth as it had been eftablifhod bj her iifl:eir\ Qirsur 
Mary, which, appears from a li(l of her houfhold, pieferved.in 
the Harleian library, :made about the year. 1593, upw priotcd 
in P^Vi Defiderat^ Curiofa ♦• j ? ; i- r . 1 1 ; rr^L I . . v' 

It may potbe. amifs to. obTenre here, t^t.^j^l^ft^^ 
the Privy Chambbr were continued . ^i^ aft^ipig^s <|iren by 
'QuBBi^s CoNSORTf for I meet with: tbei9 pn:tlic Queen;S: S^ 
in the reign of King Jambs +, K» Cha« 1^%^ and K. C})ii. IL §; 
and further, Qubbn Hbnribtta, on herj return to England* 
after the Reftoration, retained four Laojbs of l^er .Pi(|iy:Y 
Chambbr with (alaries of 150^^. perl^lIlum. jcach ||. In thfs 
laft reign (of K« Cha.IL) I am aihamed to confefs, that I find 
Mrs. Eleanor Gwynne (better knpwn by the name of Nell 
^Gwynne) among the Ladibs ci the Pi^ivy Chamber to 
Queen Catherine **• This was bare-face4 enough to be fure ! 
Had the King made a momentary connection with a lady of that 
.denomination» the ofieuce might have been connived at by the 
.QueeUt but the placing one of the meaneft of his creatures f^ 
near the Queen's perfon, was an infult that no^hiog could pal* 
iiate but the liceucioufnefs of the a^e, and the abandoned cha* 
racier of that lafcivious monarch ! 

♦ Vol. I. p. 59. Edit. 1779. t Finctfs Philoxcnis. 

I Houfhold Ordinances. § Houlhold Ordinances. . . 

H Memoirs of her Life^ printed at London, itji*^ 

«* She was fworo into that poft 1675, as appears from the books in tini Lord 
iChamberlain's Office* 

The 



Gentlemen of the Kin^s Pkivy Chambbx* 59 

TfiTE reign of King James the Fjkst f^ems to have proved 
fatal to the Salaries of the Gentlemen of the^ Privy Cbamt 
eer, and to have left them nothing but the Honour^ except diet 
when in waiting* The king had enlarged the number from 
efgbteifi to for ty- eighty and the boufhold account of the year 
161 5 * fays expreiily, that they had no Fee or Allowance from 
the Kj[NG« This revolution in disfavor of thefe officers may 
I think "^^y properly be attributed to this period, as there was 
a great retrenchment in the fecond year of this king.; it is 
howeye|r. verjr. clear that they bad Salaries^ va x^at reigp of 
QgEEK ELizABSTiiy zxA Hone aft^r the reignof Kino J^meb* 
Of this indeed I have no pofitive evidence, though there feenis^^ 
to have been ample occafioa^for fuch a ftept when we are told 
by writers of unfufpeded authority^ that the neceilities, to 
which his majefiy was reduced, were fb great^ that in the year 
l6o6*»7 (the fourth year of his -reigo) . the officeris of the^i^i^ 
iM^. were fo importunate and clamorous, that, they flopped the 
Lord High TreqJJurer (the Earl -of DorfetJ in the ftfeet, and 
would not fuffer his coach to proceed, till he had made them a 
promife of payment f« The Prince of Wales (Prince //^irryj 
was in the fame pripdifamept 1 .the purvey grs^^ for want of pay ^ 
iBent> affcually refuiing tp furniflLhis higJiQefs any longer with 
proviilions^ which occafioned his writing in harih terms to the 

Earl oi Dorfet X^ 

This Prihcb had the largeft boufiiold that perhaps ever was 
eftibli0ied ^ ii pRiiiCB oP: Walbs^. and amongft .the;reft of 
his officers had QiSHTLP n^k of hifiPjtivr. Chamber, both 
ordinary and extrlaordinary^ amounting in the grofs to full an 

. '^ In the College o£ Arms. 

t Dr. Btfcb's Life of Prince Henry, 8vo. p» 83^. 

\ Idem* 

equa) 



6i On the mginal Natui^^ Dutyf ^c. of tbt 

iqual number with thofc of the KtNc; but they ttkewMc Ai dot 
af^peit ' to Wvc iiad any Sdnry. From thefe cfrctimftatiiccs,* 
takejn together, I am induced to conclude, as has been obfenred, 
that the j&/jf/Vj were taken off early in the reijgn of King James 
—-fFoth which time the office wtH at>peartD have .been apoft 
ofHonatir only. 

NoTWiTKSTANDiiio this defakatton in point of emoltrment,' 
the Dfdty of thefe GentlKMsit i;v^a^ equal to what it had been 
in every rcfpeft, and their attendance "ftrongly e n forc e d by ^or- 
dinanc^s of houfhold of the feigns of king Charleii 1. an4 
Charles It. Which are ftiU to be "feen in ^he Itord ChaiiifaelF«' 
Uin*s office. i , > 

' iN this fituation they could only be expetiants^ like -the ^AapM 
lains, and look for places of prdfit in reverjim^, and indeed lu- 
crative employments in the revenue departments, in embaflies, 
&c. they feem toliave had a light to ftll/ after ^he)r iiad -per- 
haps played a lofing game by ctofe ahd ekpenfive attendance ibt 
fevers^ years, acdonipanied with nbtfaing but mere H$9Umr^ and 
negative privileges, 

WEmuft now. Sir, proceed with our GkirriBMBN of the 
Privy Chamber at a period when they mi^ht be more pro- 
jperly ftyled, as Stowe calls them at this time, JB^/y/w^H^- 
nour^ having little more to boaft of ♦. IPheir number both in 
the reign of King Charles Ift and King Charles lid was jfi. 
which feems to have been itniforjmly the eftablifllel comple* 
ment from the time of King James, u>t\iM day; ferastlvsy 
had nothing but diet of the RiiAo, they wwe iU)t dinlinifhed 
in number by retrenchmeots, whidi happened afterwards. Du^ 
ring thcfc reigns they were called to fuch rigid attendance, 
as if their pofts had been more lucrative than ever. " The 
** Gentlemen of our Privy CHAMB*Ek*l!)eing48,^ fay the 

* King Charles I. created five of them Knights of chc Bath on his coronation. 
[See Anftis's Obfervations on the Order of the Bath, p. 78.] 

Ordinances 



-** wait by tts^ <jtjartiSrt, hVike Ih' egth " ^iiiTKr, audfuch 6^ 
■« theffl iis (haH fiot aCCbrtliflgfy waif th theit "quartcre, (Ui\l lofe 
«» their ^aCeS, ailii otters [be] fWom Ifi their places by our Lord 
** Chamberlaijn.'* ^Thefij Oi^inances thch jiifefenbc fhcir Duty; 
-i/z.. *« That they 'attend *ligetttfy In dof t>invY Chamber. 
** Ahd eipeA nddtt of tlrt Gefttf^hran Cjferin Waiting when we 
•« dre going abroad, and thteti to pS& through ftie Prky Oal^nes^ 
-(•attd 'fltteti^ [xig(ff»g.oM md M»g in:* Ucie the line of 
theh' :^0r/i^'fe^iA's fo hkve t«en dfawb, though the attendance 
of thc.pentlemm (^i'J! 6i t^e ^ftivTVCHAMiBK went fome- 
f!iiflg fitrtlidf, ate 'Mil ai>pea¥ her^ifter; tiielfifefior office of 
ihdh HturtBlt^ii vf'ithxn tht Privy Chomier continued to be 
^tti&t zl it bnginally had been iti. part; W;5.'the bringing 
in the ^tl«i*i mbat tcTnii tioafil (when he d^ned thcrel and to 
ilo dthelr (b^vic'ei ^. two bf the' ikoetvetn batting w^ eiycuaed 
to lodge every nj^ht la the Privv Chamber ; and the names of 
the ttifdt Wh6fe toiir ot dvlfy h was to ile^ there, were deli* 
vefed at the beginhmg of every wedk to the Lord Cham* 
seHlAin, or Vice ChambeElain, by the CmtJman Ujher^ 
Duritig this reign mey were employed in outward as well as 
Jomeftki fci^fcei,' IfBr Hvhcft Mary de Medtcis the (jf. Dowager of 
K. Hen, IV. -Of l^'^artce, and mother of Queen HsNltiETTA 
•Cotifbtt of %. Chattel I. came (b vifit her daughter, (1639,) the 
Ring feot, i^OQg oHiers, /evfir^ (jtUTLnuzv of his {'iiivv 
CuAMStk to rtt^ivi her on het landing, who wei« to a^ft in 



■cb6d\iairrg h6f to th6 fntehriew |. Tki$ unfortunate King 

-L... .^^ befeft 6^ ih€Oi 'dffioef^ even in his imprifonment at 

Aoufe in Nortbamptonlhirej, though the greats part 
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* In the Lord Chamberlain^s Office. 

f Houfhold Ordinances of thefe Reigas/ 

% V Entree «f Mary i)e Mcdicii> l^ Mr. la Scire. 

I Of 



62 Oft the original Naturti Duty^f &c. of the - 

of his ordinary fervants were denied bimyj!^ of jthe G£Nti^£MEK 
of his Privy Chamber being permitted to attend liim, who 
were to officiate in various capacities^ fupplying (befides theii: 
own duty]f the places of Carver^ Sewer^ Ctfp-bearer^ and EJjkiri 
of the Body ^ by turns *. . . 

The following, reign differed little from^the lafl:^ with regard 
to the parties in que(lion<. The Houfhold of EL Charles IL bad 
certainly been condderably enlarged at his acceilion ; for in the 
year 1667, ^ retrenchment took place^ whereby all fupernucne-^ 
rary officers and charges^ other than fqch ^s were in eiG[e in 
the reign of K. Charles L were taken away 4v 

This enlargement of the houfhold eftat>li{hment did not^. 
however, reflbre the Gentlemen, of the Privy Chamber to 
their iS^/cirr/Vxi for in a parchment roll of the King's fervants,^ 
made 1660];, it is faid, in marginal fiotes (which run througl;^ 
the whole) that they had anciently^ ^6\. per annum^. hxii tAesf^ 
only diet when^m waiting. 

It has been faid^ that in tfie reiga of Ring Hen. VIII. the^e 
Gentleme:n dined (together with the Gentlemen VJhersJ in tha 
Privv CkAMBEIty after the King had avoided it;.and had with- 
drawn to his interior apartinents; but that was not tl]^e cafe ^% 
this period,, and^it feems to have been a-difcontf nuance of^ Tome 
{landing; for I find that the officers of the PVwy Chamber^ of 
every dienomination^ dined, together with feveral oth«r o^eirsi 
at a table called the Jf^aiters^ SabUy which w^s regulated by tht 
ordinances of thefe two lafl r^IgnSt^wHerein it iff called ^ Rati^^ 
cation of ancient Orders.^ This mode.w^s,. I thinkf/ njofi proba:: 
bly adopted on tlie acceffion of 'Quben M^RV,. when fhe intra- 
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♦ Peck*f Defiderata Cwriofa, VbU It, p. 37^. Edit, 1779. 
f Lord Chamberlain's Office-books^ 
I In the Lord Chamberlain's Office. 

duced 
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^1 ... . . ' ' ' 

duced Lapies 6f her i*KivY 'Ch^^ Itis to be obferved 

here, that eight Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber only 
were 'permitted to dibc sK^lfhi? Table^ though twelve were en- 
joined to be cvefy 6iy m'd^afihg^ which 1 conceive muft have 
been the effeft ,o( the retrththment we have qpentiohed 1667; 
for thcte drd^h'of hdtrihold'Wei^c Widently made after the year 
1668, is the]7 include "bflicers, Whofe places were ribt-erefted till 
that^year/ The Ordinances ^f'lC- Charles II. wer6 only an en- 
Targed^ edition of thofe'dftiis father K, Charles I;; and though 
it was auffior^ yet I cannot fay it was emendatior with regard to 
the ^SNTtEMBN "df 'th^ PktVv ^iTA^BEif r b\ir the' decifivc 
blofw, whkh Ted(i<!e2Rthere'0feN'fL''EMEN to Ifhehr j/rtieht poft 
6f Hoirotrtt bhI3i% "^a^ mp{V probably the "very ^feat redufttoii 
in altnoff ereiy bfianch of the royal h6\i(HoId,' which took place 
itf-Ae reighof Kv J;4incs li.' immediately' aftbr tb^ demiici tot 
Ki<MAe6\f, ^TMire <vras rc&i<eb an office (coIIe^tViiy fpeakitigj 
hoTvtiver humbl)^^^ that did iiet iU^r at' tHat'tti^e either \h 

ft ^ * V"l' ':.»» . ■• 

jrtmi^ (whereby flie ftitjf ro^the wWvors^^^j^facreafed) or in 
ttnolumentSi and ioHmetvtn^ in both; an^ triahjr ^bhiRblies were 
entirely tut off. At this peribd, therefore/* it <h moft probable, 
that thdGf£tiT2.»ME^ dfdie Privy dfAlk^i-ian even the 
little prh^ikg^ of*«lie^rM/^;biit whether thetPDi^// ceaftd at 
that time I have not been able to difcern, though it is moft 
nattlral to imagifie that their diurnai atid fio^Dr/tr^/officeit fell 
togethw* f • " j , . . «, ^ ... * \ 

^ %i«ttr)&ie.fiti(;!^^ the Gfef(r¥ii«^ 

|«£H« do not ic»m co'faarvcflB(Mnfidrawii.fl>ith inter office (^rthi^ 
than hai been (hewtt)* esoeptipdr atthe* JS^n^/ <tf the ORi>«it 
«tr THtiBA¥H, on which occ^fioiH when the JC^iohts attend* 
ed the King to the Chapel Rtyyaf on EaJ^er SuruU^ {}7^^) the 
Proceffion wj^Jlcd by\the,GiNTLENi^N of tl^e Fi^i^y CHAM- 



BER**. This, however^ was i^ujt a rcvoqatiQn to zfi, ancient 
Branch of their Jp«/y ; for it appears ftpm Cecemqnials pr^ferved 
in the College of Arms,^ that fornu^rlv th^y ajv)i^s mad? a part 
of the Proccffion to the Chapel Rct^fon Suf^ays and Fe/fivals-^. 
If nece0^ry we oiight go £art|ier b^cl^; for,, i^ an account pf the 
jnarriagp of the Prsnfe/s Mary d^ngji^^f^pJf 1^* Cha* 't .with th? 
foq of Frederick-Henry Phincr qf Q«Aif ^E' Ci^4^> ^W preqef- 
(ion of the King to the chapel- was lfi4 /^^f^W^Wi* /i^ ike mnr: 
ner qhfiroei upon Fejlivah^ \f^ Qijixi-iiMHN o? the ?».iyv 
Chamber :^. \\.,. . . , 

WHETfl^R thew U anjt ^HAM|f It ill j^r</]|(j, CwrXf, ^doc 

there feems to have been in foxne.pf thcwn an ^i^^^x^^i \ 
private oatprCy fipail^ to pwr ^ttfffnf P^^v.r )wM>i&i|ii(i» ; for ^^ 
Bpgcf AfclwHn, w)^a was ^felafy. tp ;Si^|l|ic^^Qrifipc,,jiti?4 

ba^a^pr tQ the J&llfV«(i99t CuAWJ^ffYt.^li iWVi .J||lfeRiri4^tg> 

[v. Afehai»'4 Woflify F»b)iiQi|[e4l$y96W}^t«:p'a^i<^:^ ^iW^r 
when Mr- Alclww ^w |h« F*iN«:* ^. $jr^W* M/ax«* »^ ^** 

io^ hU Pwvi? C«A)««*i^^ P^wv p.! a^jr] .T^» Phawbw, 

Th«iib ffcmv l9oiw«?e£, t«. h«,v«; h4«li at veiF^r f miiaf «GU(t 
bliflkoaent in France, probably founded on our own, ut^r tlM 

HoQtKo&tir who, if I caa jiti;^ ufi^a «ijr ^mfaocitje* v^nt mr 
M 49 in iwmbmv Ihough tbty won atioiwanU redi«^. tfo 
36* Tl^y appev to> haM hem in&iH»Hi hp K. HcfUT- U\* a«4 

* Thft number U left indefinite in the CermEiooial* 

t Gte the ChspCer Books in 6£ Ann. M>' tonis 1673 & l6>6^ ^ ' ' 

I Addenda to Leland'ii Colledanea^ Vol. V» p. ^5. 

confeqtientfy 
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G£KTX.SM£M ^ftbi King^S PlIVY CilAMB^K. 6$ 

cQi^^uemly are of a modern date : for that Kiug afcended the 
throne ©f France 1 574, aod was a co-tenoporary with our Q^ 
EUi^abeth^ The fol^lowing are the leading features of their re- 
ibmblance to our Gentlemen of thePKivy Chamber — They 
were to keep near the King's Ferfon^ to receive his commands.-— 
They were feat on fandry occafions, not only into the proviiKes 
of Francet with the King's orders, but were fometimes em- 
ployed in negotiations with foreign princes* — They likewife car* 
lied .the King's compliments of Congratulation or Cwdolence^ 
&c. &c^ I give this account on the faith of a Gallia Notitia^ 
or: ^ififA State §f France^ tranflated frqm the French by 
R. W^l^y % h.UL aad licenfed ibr the pre(s in 1686^7^ though 
not printcid till i69i« 

Thi^s Sir, is tU I bavo to offer on the Naturi and Dutyj &c. 
^^ th^ GjLVTL^i4E»f now in fuch great meafure unem- 
pt^f#r !pfVt I (ball beg lejtve tp trouble yon wit|i a few 
Wf^ W 4^ Privy Ch^maek itfilf (to; which I have the 
Ino^K^f kynE|b]|^ to belong^ ib often mentioned in this and the 
preceding memoir. 

T«XS CHAMBER is always ftyled honourable, but properly 
ftould be ceiled, as it is at prcfcnt^ most |*oNotrRABLE +. The 
fituatioa of k is Cujl;erior]y fpeakiog) next beyond the Prefmce 

. , . ' chamifr^ 

f 
\ ' 

« It ap(MT8 from the dodtcatioo, that Nfr, ^#//p/ reiided Teveral yeaft ia ' 
France, in the familf of Richard [Graham] Fifc$uni Prifttn^ to whona the trtnC- 
latioa i> infcribed ; fo that the wort fccms to have been prepared for the prcft 
Wore the YMnmet attainder (169a), though puWiftid -afterwards^ 

t Sec bf^» p^ 46. Fkw this Tttk annexiid to xhfi J^rtmenU fome Gen- 
•^WMIM. of ^ PaiVY Chamb&R have been oiiflcd to imagine they have a right 
to be ilyled HOVouRAEtJE in tboir addrcCi ; bqt there fe^nn to be no ground for 
the prcfomption. They are not fo terjned in their Warrants and Ccrtifieatcs. It 
ia thic.HWOVKABLB HovsB OF COMMONS, coUcaivcly fpcaking ; but everv mem- 

bcr 



66 On the original Nature^ Dutyj &c. of the 

chamber J communicating with the ftatc Bed chamber through an 
intermediate room, the proper name of which is the Withdraw^ 
ing room ; for what we now call the Drawing room is a nouvelle 
affaire — ^and the room made ufe of for the purpofe is, properly 
ipeaking, the great Council chamber. By this transfer, the origi- 
nal idea. of a withdrawing room is loft, and the intention to- 
tally re verfed, in as much as that room, which by its name 
implied an apartment of flill greater retirement than even the 
"Privy chamber^ is now become in faft the Chamber of Prejence^ 
and the Council room is ufed for the purpofe, merely, I appre* 
hend, on account of its amplitude. But let us obierve what 
was the etiquette of the Withdrawing room — evefi fo lately as in 
the time of King Charles I. It appears from tlie'Ordinahcesof 
that Reign above cited, that the 'QacEi/^s Withdrawing room 
was kept fb facredly private, that no Countejs or other Lady could 
come into it without afking leave— and even theOfficers of .the 
Privy Chamber had not the fntrie^ except it were to dcfivi): 
a mefTage to the Lord or Vice dhamberlain^ or to the Qubbh i^ 
their abfence *. 

The Drawing^roomif as we now call them, were Introduced 
on the acceffion of King George n. and Queen 'Carolinc, 
and during the Queen^s life were held every evening, when all 
peribns, properly drefled, were admiffible, and the Royal Family 
played at cards. After the demife of the Queen, they were 
continue^ but twice in a week, and in a few years the evening 

ber of it has oot sw^vUbalfy a right to chat s/^ to bit name. I incline to 
tbiok, and upon good /oonilatioo, that thefe Gentlemen have been drawn into 
the idea by Thi Preftnt SMe •/ Grtat Britain pnblifhed by J^brn ChttminUymM^ 
fifq. (1708)9 who fays that King Henry VII« gave them this lf//r-4at theeiron 
and crudities of that and the reft, of thole compilations are innomerable. 
* Hoofhold Ordinances of the year. 1627. 

5 Drawing 
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prawihg^rooms were laid aiide, and the King kept his ftate iu a 
ttioHiing twice every week as at prefcnt. 

Levees are likewife of modern date ; for antiently the King 
faw his courtiers — the ambafTadors &c. for the mofl part in his 
Presence Ch amber, the room next without the Privy Cham- 
BBTR* In this chamber (of Prefence) the King occadonally dined 
in ffate, during which, no perfon, not warranted by his office. 
Was permitted even to fet his foot upon the haut-pas *. On 
ordinary occafipns the King dined in his Privy Chamber, at- 
tended by the officers of that room; and afterwards, when he 
chofe-to be ftill more private, retired to the Withdrawing room 
fituate as* we have faid, between the Privy chamber and the Be*d 
chamber. This room was coniidered as a branch of the Bed 
ehamhr Vihxch had its own officers, the Gentlemen (i\ow called 
the Lords J i thtrGroomsi and the Pages oi the- Bed chamber^ and 
the correfpondihg room at St. James's is called the little Draw^ 
ing room to this day. • 

To return to the PRtvY'CHAMSEr. The Eltham Statutes, fa 
often mentioned, fufficiently (hew how facred this room^wasr 
kept m thtf rergh of King Henry VIII. for they expreflly prohi- 
bited any itcel^ to the King in his Privy Chamber"^ by per ^ 
fon-s nor partituLlrly named: for, fay they, *^ no • perfon of 
•* whif ellate, degree, or condition fo ever he be, fhall from 
*<* hettcefortb pVefume to attempt, or be in any wile fuffered or 
^^ admitted to come, or repair into the K'lKG^s Privy Cham- 
*^' BfiR,^ other than fuch. as his Grace fliall ifrbni time to time 
^ call for, or command^ except only the minifters now deput- 
•< ed, or itr lieu of them hereafter to be deputed for attendance" 
•* in the fame.** The /at Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber together with the other- officers appertaining ' t0 that^ 

- . • • 

* OrdlhaAcei of King Chdrlcs IL 

room 
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room are likewife excepted. The privacy of this room ma^Cy 
primi facie, feem to have been deftroyed by the number of offi- 
cers on continual duty in it, viz. the ^ Gentlemen and the 
two Gentlemen UJhers^ befides the Grooms and the Page: but; it 
is to be obfcrved that they were fworn ** not to difblofe any 
*< fccret concerning the Royal Perfon or State, that they inay 
'* hear within the Prii^ Chamber * ;'* they were alfo cautione4» 
and I prefume foleranly, " to keep fecret all fuch things as 
♦* (hall be done or faid in the Priiy-^Chamier ;f .'* 

After the Reftoration, the eticjuctte of ihe;Pjtiv»y Cham- 
ber was more relaxed; and many perfons were admitted ^ ff^ 
fcio who at that period, from tlie complexion of the times, were 
found uecefTary. The bufinefs of the fiate had enereaied> 
the military were in higher cfttmation, and at ^v^as proper to 
countenance many gentlemen of rank and conicquencc^v though 
not of qualityt who had been friends to the King^dusing bis 
exile : but, at the fame time, not to. trouble you vuith the words 
themfelves, the ordinances of this' reign exclude all <^ unknown 
«« perfons/' At this time the King kept his court .at H^kite^ 
hall. The difpofition of the rooms in all our royal palaces ris 
at prefent as nearly as poflible the fame, Jeading in a fuite 
through the Guard Chamber^ (or more properly ipeaking tlvc 
Great Chamber^ to the Pre fence Chamber ; from theoce to the 
Prrty Chamber^ and then through the JVitbdranoing Room to 
the Bed Cbamberi but there was at If^biteball two peculia>|r 
branches of the Privy Chamber necef&ry to Be mentionecli viz. 
the Privy Gaulery, and the Privy Oard«n j:. The 

Privy 

* The words of the Oath Temp. Eliflu R. left by Dr«e Dnuy, a GmtlnMm 
VJhir of that time, printed in the Antiquarian Repertory, Vol. II. p. 195, 

t Eltham Statutes. 

X There was, in the nrign of Qtieen Elteabettr, a Prhj GarJm at the Tower^ 
[▼• a draught of the Tower Liberties made from a furrey 1597, from which 

an 
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Privy Gallery, as may be coUeded from the Ordinances of 
King Charles 11. led over the arch of HolberCs Gate from whence 
there was a defcent by fleps immediately into the Park *. Part 
of this Gallery was accoupted as Privy Chamber, which part 
is defcribed in thefe Ordinances to be the fpace between *« the 
** fecond door from the Park, at the paflage over the ftreet, to 
^^ the door of the Ante-Room to the Bed Chamber [which 
** was] towards the water fide." At this fecond door within 
the Gallery was a Gallery Keeper^ to let in fuch perfons as 
were qualified to enter, and to exclude all others at his peril. 

The Privy Garden was likewife accounted as Privy Cham- 
ber ; for the Ordinances of King Charles IK exprefsly fay, 
*' That the Privy Garden be obferved in all particulars as 
^ our Privy Lodgings,, concerning the fervice to be perform- 
" ed there by the G^«//f/w^»lJ^^ri of our Privy Chamber.'* 
A Gentleman TJJber attended the King when he walked in this 
Garden — not fo the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, 
their duty extending no farther than the domeftic limits of the 
Privy Chamber, as they only attended the King at his going 
out and coming in f » 

an engraving has been publiflicd by your Society.] The Queen had likcwjfe both 
a Privy Galkry and a Privy Garden at Nonfuch [of which fee a dcfcription ia 
your Archaeologia, Vol. V. p. 429.] There is, or was, likewife a Privy Garden 
at Hampton Court. [See Bibliotheca Topograpbica Britannica publifhcd by 
John Nichols 1781. No. II. p. 46.} 

* A beautiful engraving of this Gate has been happily prefcrved by your 
Society. When ir^^as taken down (anno 1759) in order to widen the flrcct, 
the materials were carried to Windfor Great Lodge at the requeft of his late 
Royal Highnefs William Duke oi Cumberland, who intended to have re-creft.d 
it as a termination of the Long IValk ; but his Highnefs *^s death prevented ir. The 
fituation of this Gate, as it remained, after the fire which in the year 1697 de« 
ftroycd all the State Apartments except the Banqueting houfe, may be fecn by 
thofe who do not remember it, in a print (engraved from an original drawing) in 
the Aoti^uariaft Repertory, Vol. I. facing p. 86. 

\ Seebcfore, p. 6i« 

K Oke 
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One word more, Sir, will (hew the particular attention, even 
in fore-fight, that was paid to this Chamber by the above cited 
Ordinances of King Charles 11. as they provide for a poffible 
cafe, whether in a F///a belonging to the King, or at the Seat 
of a Nobleman whom the King might honour with a vifit ; 
for, fay they, '' in all houfes, where one Chamber is for our 
*' Presence, and Privy Chamber, the faid Chamber fhall be 
*' avoided, and become the Privy Chamber, after warning 
given to cover the table there for our meals, and alfo at other 
times, when our pleafure fliall be to have the fame private^* 

From what has been faid, Sir, we may difcernthat the em- 
ployment of the Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber was of 
a mixt nature— ^they being originally confidential Servants to the 
King — ufeful to h\m tls Gentlemen ofi education^ properly qua- 
lified to be fent on embaflies &c. and Guardians of his Per/on 
^ Night, as two of them flept in an apartment nearly ad- 
joining to thtRoyzl Bed Chamber: ihtiv perfonal jiuthority was 
fingularly decifive when exercifed in the King's name — their 
fervice honourable in itfelf, and ornamental to the Court. 

I have the honour, Sir, to fubfcribe myfelf 

your very obedient 

humble fervant, 

.Samuel Pegoe^ 
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Extract from the London Gazette of April 30, i7<>3 



Whitehal L) April 18. 

THIS day their Excellencies M. ^ Querini and M. ^Mo- 
rgsini Ambaffadors Extraordinary from the moft Serene Re- 
PUBLicK of Venice made thtir public Entry: they were received 
at Greenwich by the Right Honourable the Earl of Guilford +^ 
and Sir Charles Cottrell Dormer, Knt. MaJleroftheCere* 
monies^ accompanied by ^x Gentlemen of his Majesty's 
Privy Chamber, and from thence brought by water in his Ma-** 
jesty*s Barges to the Tower. The Right Honourable honD 
Berkeley of Stratton, Conftable of the Tower^ received their 
Excellencies at their landing, the Standard was difplayed, and ' 
the Guard being drawn out upon the wharf, faluted their ExceU 
lencies as they pafled by: when the coaches were got off the 
wharf, the Guns fired. The Proceflion began by fix of the 
Knight Marjloars men on horfeback ; then the conducing Earrs • 

* By thcfc Initials I prcfumc the Title of Mokmgnore is intended. 

t Not ex officio — but appointed for the purpofe ; and pofTibly (though I fpcalc 
diffidently) bccaufc the Rank of an Earl might quadrate with the Senatorial 
DIGNITY of the Ambassadors. Th^ir, Excellencies were likewifc received by an 
Earl on their puilic Jludienci^ [v. Poftca. J 

K 2 Coacli,., 
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Coach, in which went Stephen Cottrell^ Efq. Marjhal oi iht Ce^ 
rcmonies ; then iollovved yir/y of their JExcellencies Footmen^ 
ill very rich liveries, two and two^ after them eight Gentlemen 
of the [their] /:?:f^ Chamber on horfeback two and two ; then the 
Ilou/e Steward on horfeback ; then eight Pages^ two and twOj on 
horfeback; then the Under Gentlemen of the Horfe ; then their 
Excellencies Band of Mujicy on horfeback ; then came the Firji 
Gentleman of the Horsk, immediately preceding his Ma- 
jesty's State Coach, in which weiit their Excellencies, tiie 
i?/gA/ //of/c^«r^^/^//&^ Earl of Guilford, and Sir Charles Cot- 
trell Dormer, Knt. Majler of the Ceremonies \ then followed 
one of his Majesty's leading coaches ♦ with the two Secretaries 
of the Embassy in it; then one of the Queen's leading coaches ; 
and after thefe a leading coach of her Royal Highncfs the Princefs 
Dowager of Wales— of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
York — of her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Augusta — of his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland — and of her Royal 
Highnefs the Princefs Amelia. — each drawn hyfix horfes. 

In thefe coaches went the Gentlemen of the Privy Cham- 
ber two and two\ thefe were foUowediby the State Coach of the 
mofl Serene ^E?v^Licvi ^Venice, very richly ornamented and 
drawn by eight horfes, and two more very rich Coaches of their 
Excellencies, drawn by^ horfes each, in the laft of which 
wcntTwo Noble Venetians of their Excellencies fuite ; a nu- 
merous train of coaches of i\\tNobility each drawn hy fix horfes 
clofed the proceffion. 

When theirExcELLENciss were arrived zt Somer/et-Houfe^ they 
were complimented on the part of his Majesty by the Right 
Honourable Lord Beaulieu : from the Queen, by the Right 

♦ By Uading coaches is to be underRood thofc commonly ufed for the convey- 
snce of the Retinue of the fcveral branches of the Royal Family refpe£tively, ai 

diilinguifhed from the StaT£ Coaches. 

Honourable 
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Honourable Lord Viscount Cantalupe, her Majesty's Vice 
Chamberlain: from her Royal Htghnefs the Princess Dowageji 
OF Wales, by IVilUam Wentworth, Efj. her Royal nighnel:>*s 
Vice Chamberlain * : from his Royal Highnejs the Duke of York. 
by the Honourable George Wejl^ Efq. one of his Royal Highnefs's 
Grooms of the Bed Chamber : from her Royal Hlghnefs Princess 
Augusta, by fFilliam Egertony Efq. her Royal Highnefs's 
Gentleman UJher\ : from bis Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cum- 
berland by the Honourable General Fitz-JViUiam one of his 
floyal Highnefs's Grooms of the Bed Chamber^ and from her Royal 
Highnefs Princess Amelia* by — — Stephens, Efq. one of her 
Royal Highnefs*s Gentlemen Ufhers^ 



St. James's, April 21. 



This day their Excellencies M. Querini and M. Morosini, 
Ambaffadors Extraordinary from the mofl Serene Republick of 
Venice, were brought to their publick Audience of his Majesty, 
by the Right Honourable theEarl of Sussex:!:, andSiRCnARLEs 
Cottrell Dormer, Knt. Mafter of the Ceremonies^ attended by 
Jix Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber, from Somerfet-houfe^ 
wheretheyhadbcen,asufual,entertainedbyhisMAjESTYfor/Z>r^^ 

* This I apprehend to be a grofs miftake; for though Her Royal Highness 

had a Chamberlain (the Right Honourable Lord Bojion) yet flie never had a Hce 

Chambtrlain ; for want of which Officer, the duty, on this occafion, in the abfcncc 

of the Chamberlain, devolved upon Mr. ff^enttvortb, either as fenior Gentleman VJher 

of her Royal Highnefs' s Privy Chamber^ or as the Gentleman VJher of that Department 
in waiting, 

t This is likewife erroneous ; for it (hould run one of the GentUmen U/hen 

Sluarterly Waiten belonging to Her Royal Highnefs the Princess Dowager of 
Wales deputed to attend on the part of Her Royal Highnefs the Princess 
Augusta. 

X A particular appoIntmeAt, 

2 days, 
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c!ays» The Proceflion and ranging of the Coaches was exadly the 
lams as at the Entry. Their Excellencies were received at the Court 
Gate by Sir Sydney Meadows, Knight MarJhaL The Foot 
Guards upon duty were drawn up in the court, and their Officers 
laluteil their Excellencies with Fike^ Drum^ and Colours^ pulling 
ofF their hats as they paffed by.* Their Excellencies \vtvc coa- 
dueled to the Little Council Chamber to reft thcmfelves till his 
Majesty was ready ;.and then having notice fent by aGentleman 
Ujner^ they fet forward^ having the Right Honourable the Earl, of 
Sussex on their right hand, and Sir Charles Cottrell Dor- 
mer, Knt. Majler of the Ceremonies^ on their left. They were 
received at i\\q Guard-Chamber Doorhy the Right Honourable Lord 
Viscount F ALMOVTw^Captain of the Teomen of the Guard: at the 
Draicing-Room Door * by the Right Honourable the £ arx. of 
hic\irii.LD ^Captain of the Band of Gentlemen Penjioners^ who were 
ranged on each fide in the Great Council Chamber (the Room- 
where hisMajefty gave themAudience),at the door of which their 
Excellatcits were received by his Grace the Dukdof Marlbo- 
rougu, Lord Chamberlain of his Maj$/iy^s Houfhold. His Excels 
/^;7cy M. Morosini then made an Harangue to his Majesty 
in Italian^ whidi his Maj.esty having anfwered in Engliff^ 
iheir Excellencies again retired to the Little Council Chamber^ 
till Her Majjdsty was ready ta receive* them, of which, 
liaving notice by a Gentleman Vfher^ they went to the Queen*S 
fule, and were received at the door of Her Majesty's Guards 
Chamber^ by the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Cantalupb 
her Majesty *^s Vice Chamberlain^ and at the door of the Room of 
j4udien:e^ by the Right Honourable the Eav^l of Harcourt^ 
her Majesty's Lord Chamberlainj and fo condufted up to Her 
Majesty by the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Sussex,. 

* Meaning the door of the Grtat Council CA^mi/r. .commonly called the Drafts 

and. 
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:and Sir Charles Cottrell Dormer, Knt. Majier of the 
Ceremonies. The Audience over, their Excellencies were re- 
condufted by the Earl of Sussex and Sir Charles Cottrell 
Dormer, totheir own houfe in the faYne ftate as they came. 

Their Excellencies had Audience of Leave of His Ma- 
jesty on the 13th day of May following, in the ufuai form, 
and were received in the clofet, when the King conferred the 
Hanour of Knighthood on M. Querini, and prefented him with 
fhe rich Sword mentioned in the preceding Memoir. 
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Extract from the London Gazette of January 17, 1761^ 
At the Court at St. James's, the 13th day of January, 1761 

Present, 
The King's moft Excellent Majesty in CounciL 



WHEREAS His Majesty's Royal Predtcejfors wc» 
pleafcd, from time to time, by their refpeftive Orden 
made in Council^ to declare and fignify their pleafure, that their 
Servants fhould have and enjoy all antient Liberties^ Rights and 
Privileges ; and that none of their Servants in ordinary ^ "wi/b Fee^ 
fliould be inforced or obliged to bear any Public Office j ferve on 
Juries or Inquejis^ or be fubjeded unto any muld or fine for not 
fubmitting thereunto; His Majesty this day taking the fame 
into confideration ; and thinking it reafonable that all his Ser^ 
vants in ordinary ^ "with Fee^ fhould in regard of their conflant at* 
tendance upon His Majesty's Person, enjoy the like Privi^ 
leges with thofe of his Predecejforsj doth therefore hereby order, 
with the advice of \\is Privy Coundly that the Lord Cham- 
berlain of his Majesty's Houjhold^ in relation to fuch of his 
Majesty's fervants, who are under his Grace's * Command 

^ The Duke of Marlborough. 

above 
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His Majesty doth hereby further order, that Copies of this 
Order be left with the refpedive Clerks of the Peace of the Cities 
of London and Westminster, and Counties of Middlesex 
and Surrey, to be kept amongft the Records of His Majesty's 
Seflions, to the intent that due obedience may be given there* 
unto, and his Servants may not be vexed with unreafonabie pro* 
ceedings. 

W. BLAIR. 



END of PART the FIRST- 
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ing a large decayed original Pifture, wherein a noble Group of 
Figures, and a rich extenfive Back-ground may bedifcovered,un- 
lefs they be more obfcured by the unlkilfulnefs of the Operator. 

In a Work of this fort, where the information is of fo deful- 
tory a nature, it is almoft impoflible to purfue any plan which 
will confine the fubjedlsl have to offer within a regular feries : I am 
therefore under a neceflity of keeping them detached, for want 
of Muniments which occur fometimes very fparingly. It is at 
beft but building with mere fcantlings, of which when a few 
are found, one does not know where to feek for more ; and even 
thofe, in aftual pofleffion, will not always fuit the purpofe for 
want of being perfeft : — but I have the honour to addrefs myfelf 
to a learned Society, many Members of which are fcnfible how 
difficult it is to form a ftru£lure with materials fo widely dif- 
perfed. I can defer but very little to printed authorities — few, 
indeed, are to be had ; when at the fame time Manufcripts on 
fuch fubje£ts arefeldompreferved,and thofe which are, cannot eafily 
be found, though I am bound to acknowledge I have met with 
every poffiblc indulgence in the fearch for them. I truft, how- 
ever, that all I have faid, or may hexMfter throw out upon thefe 
topics, will have authority, a Fiiks Attica^ fufficient to fup- 
port itfelf ; and I had much rather fay too little upon good 
grounds than hazard any thing upon a doubtful bottom. 

I beg it may be underftood that in thefe Difquifitionsldo not 
aim at innovation, or the refloration of ancient Cuftoms ;— nei- 
ther would I be thought to infinuate any comparative ideas be- 
tween the prefent and former ftate of things ; — but, above all, 
I fhould be very forry to give the flighteft offence to any Gen- 
tleman, or Body of Gentlemen, in the Royal Houfhold, and 
more efpecially to the Sovereign; the defign extending no further 
than merely to (hew (as has been fuggcftcd) what were the Man- 
ners of the Court in remoter ages^and the primary nature of Of- 
fices 
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" feiitent, nous paroiflent tout-a-fait plaifans, et nous nc pou- 
*' vons nous empecher de fourire du mauvais gout de nos an- 
" ceftres/* 

The French writers have gone at large into minute details 
re^iefting their own Eftabhftiments,. and there is fcarcely a Ce- 
remonial, or even an Office in the Court of France, that has not 
been handled by them even to prolixity: for the fake of brevity 
I refer to Mr. du Tillet, — Pere Daniel de la milice Fran^oife — 
Mr. Godefroye, &c. &c. 

A Sovereign of our own times would find the State andCere- 
moiiy of former ages an incumbrance hardly to be endured ; it 
would be like reverting to the days of Chivalry, when no per- 
fon of rank coulJ appear without being buckled up in a Suit ot 
Armour. 

Every Century has felt a* comparative enjoyment of its luxu- 
ries, there having perhaps always been fomething in each fuc- 
ceeding age more refined than in the laft, and every period, I 
doubt not, has exulted in fuch improvements ; while any given 
a^ra has been perfififHy happy in the pofleffion of its own, with- 
out a prefentiment of fuperior indulgencies. Our Anceftors fared 
as voluptuoufly in their Diet as any of their fuccefTors have done^ 
according to the tafle of the times ; — their Tables were plenti- 
fully, though not, as we (hould now call it, elegantly fur- 
ni(hed; and they had their Rarities and far-fetched Dainties. Their 
ftyle of Cookery varied from ours as much as the Cut of their 
Cloaths, and the ingredients ufed in it as much as the materials 
of which their Cloaths confifted : yet were their Dirties and their 
Drefs equiilly fumptuous. Who now hears of Cloth of Gold, 
or who Cots Cranes and Porpoifes ? — and yet thefe laft were an- 
accountcd princely Viands *. Thus has luxury been the fame 
in all ages, differing only in its modes and qualities. 

♦ Sec the Forme of Cury or Roll of Co kcry of the year 1390. A private im- 
predion, by Guflavus Brandcr, hU^ — Sibict aonicis. 

2 State 



t vll ] 

State and Parade, the natural and proper appendages ofCourts^ 
have likewife relaxed with the times, and been decaying for 
more than a century, and it is only to be lamented that Dig- 
nity has fallen with them. From hence it arifes, that every 
trace of antient fplendour becomes of fome value, and an objeft 
of record ; — hereby an old Cujiom is rendered equal in efti- 
mation with an old C?/;^,-— the vcftiges of a Court with thofe 
of a Convent'^^zxid the Manners of mankind, when living, as 
worthy of prefervation as their Monuments when dead. There 
are a few, and but a few, who may know, by recolledlion or by 
oral tradition, how the Fafliions and Etiquette of the Court have 
varied for nearly a century : but thofe few can tell us little of 
what they were two centuries ago, which is only to be difcovered 
from very difFufive evidence, and by an acquaintance with what 
has been called " Such reading as was never read." 

As to the fubjedl which immediately follows, it requires the 
Icfs excufe after the learned Jefuit, Father Daniel, has conde- 
fcended to give us the Hiftory of the Gentilhotnmes du Bee de Cor^ 
bin (its prototype) in the French Eftablifliment. Some fimilar 
account of the Yeomen of the Guard will be brought forward 
ipcedily, which Or^x, being likewife of French extradlion, has 
a claim to its place, as the Pendant or Companion of the Ba nd 
OF Pensioners ; thefe two being, at prefent^ the only interior 
Body Guards of the Perfon of the Sovereign *. 

How far I may fucceed in collefting and arranging the matter 
which is comprehended in the following parts of this Work, is 
left to the candour of the public to determine ; and thefe few 
words muft operate as an Apology for all the Publications on the 
fubjed, which I may hereafter take the liberty of obtruding upon 
the World. 

^ The Sirjeants at Arms were the origiaal G^rde du Corps of our Kings, an ac- 
count of whom will form a fubfequent Part of thefe Inveftigacions. 

cu. 
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blilhment and Revolutions may be of no importance to national 
hiftory ; yet, in a work of this fort, it may be found to deferve 
fome attention, as having once been the moji Jplendid Branch of 
the Royal Escorte, 

I am juftified in calling it demi-mUtary^ becaufe it was orlgi- 
ivilly comppfed of Cadets of noble Families ^ and of the higher 
Order cf Gentry^ who were afterwards tranfplanted, for the mofl: 
part, into the army* 

The time of the Eftablilhment of 7he Band of Gentlemen 
Pensioners (as we now ftyle it) has been generally mis-attri- 
buted, fome appropriating it to the Reign of King Henry VII*, 
and others to that of Queen Elizabeth + ; but the truth will be 
found in the Reign of King Henry VIII. and not long after his 
Acceflion to the Throne J. His father had inftituted at his Co- 
ronation (1485) a body oi fifty Archers^ under the title oiTeomen 
of his Guard \ but the young and fpirited King Henry VIII. was 
too high-minded to be contented with an Efcorte of Yeomen^ and 
therefore eredled this new and fumptuous Troop of Gentle- 
men, to attend his perfon and fervice ||. 

One 

* Vidc'poftca, in a Cafe ftated by the Penfioners them/elves at the Revolution, 
t See Chambcrlayne's Prefent States — the Court Regiftcrs from time to time, 
— ar^d Trufler'f Chronology. 

I All the Chroniclere agree, that it took place in the firft year of King Henry 
VIII. (i509)f previous to his Coronation, 

II Lloyd, in his Worthies [Obfervations on the Life of Thomas Howard, 
Earl of Surry] fays, << the Band was efiablifhed at the inftance of Sir Williani 
Compton.*' This Gentleman, who was a lineal anceflor of the Earls of Northamp- 
ton, is well known to have been high in the Royal favour, and after having 
fcrved as Pagf of Honour^ and Groom of the Bed-chamber fucceffively to the King 
when Duke of York, was, on the King's acceflion, immediately made a Gen- 
tUman of the Bed-chamber^ Groom of the StoU^ and foon afterwards knighted. Bc- 
iides thefe Offices in the firft inftance, the King conferred upon him feveral Ma- 
norS| and honoured him with part of the Royal ArmS| in augmentation of hit 
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One would expe£l the mofl: accurate account of this inftitu- 
tion from Hall (the chronicler), who lived neareft the time of 
its being founded ; but he will prove to be incorredl,. and to. 
have been implicitly followed by Lord Herbert^ Holingftied, 
Stowe, &c*. 

AH thefe writers fix the date of the eftabliflinient, A. D* 
1509, the firft year of King Henry VIIL to which we may 
fafely accede. They likewife tell us, that the corps was dif- 
banded very (bon^ on account of the expence ; and that it was 
not revived till the 30th year of King Henry's reign, 1539 f : 
though this laft circumftance is not only contfovertible matter, 
but will be found to be abfolutely fallacious. As Hall's account 
is ihort, and the other writers give it in totidem verbh^ I (hall 
trouble you with it, and then proceed to give you other autho* 
rities. " This Band^^ fays he, *' confiftcd of fifty Gentle^ 
^* MEN to be Spears, every of them to have ^nArcier^ zDemi^ 
^ lance^ and a CotfftriHX^ ^^^ every Spear to have three Great 
*f Horfes^ to be attendant on his perfon ; of the which Band the 
*f Earl of EJfex was Captain, and Sir John Peachy Lieute-' 
♦* nAnt» This ordinance continued but a while, the charges 
'* were fo great; for there were none of them, but they and 
«* their horfes were apparelled and trapped in Cloth ofgbld^ filvcr, 

<• and goldfmithsrWork §•'* • Thus it (hould feem that the corps 

» 

own. '[Diigdalc*t Baronage.] From tbofice there appears to have been a fuf- 
iicient intitnacy, if I may ufe the word In fuch a cafe, for the King to embrace a 
propofal fo agreable and flattering to his loVe of iljileodonr. * 

*.HaU died in the iame year with King Hei^r)r YIU« 1547. Vid. Wood's. 

Athenae. 

f Lloyd fays, it was difcharged ibdn after the inftitution <' by the infla* 
^< ence of that wary Statefman, Thomas Howard^ Earl of Surry .^* [Lloyd's Wor- 
thies, ut fupra.] " . * 

I .VLez^CouJiil. Vidc>)ftea. '.: 

^ Cloth of GolJf fo much m ufe formerly, mull have bcch^ a very cxpenfivc ' 
arirde, when we conlider the Value of rribqcy at the time j for' the Statute of Ap- *• 
pare}, made in the 24th year of this reigh^' ipe^ls of^its being fometiines tipW&rds 
of 5 /. per yard. 
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was (carcely embodied and completed before it was diibanded^ 
and lay dormant for 30 years ; when, as they tell us, it was re^- 
vived, (i 539)» on the KTng^s marriage with the Pfiacefs Anne 
ofCleves. Oli this occafiony fay they, the troep was re-efta- 
blifhed under the name of Pensioners or Spears^ though 
much fallen from its original fplendor ; and to thefe *^ was 
•••afligned the (um of 50/. yearly apiece for the maintenance of 
«* Themfel^es,. and two (Tories, or one Horie and a Gelding of. 
•* fervice *." So ht ihefe accounts go of the inflitution and re- 
vival of the body, in which the above writers have copied eacii. 
other, though Lord Herbert gives (or pretends to. give) a rea- 
fon independent of the marriage, which he treatsr as a mere 
pretext^, and. tells us it was owing^to the King's fears^ on ac* 
count of difcontents.whtch prevailed both at home and abroad. 

And. now. Sir,. I am become amenable to you £or the fupporL 
of the allegations which I have brought forward * agai nil the. 
evidence of chroniclers, hiftorians, and compilers, who have^ 
touchedupon thefubjed ;. andJ have the fatisfa^tion to produce a^ 
tranfcript of the original STATUTES or ORDINANCES. 
for the eredion and government of this Corps, together with* 
the OATH to be taken by each individual, ligncd by King, 
Henry VI JJ. whicJi may be., feen j» tlic Cottonian Library t, 
with the following title t : 

CERTAIN ORDENANCES and STjmiTES, devlfed and^ 
jigntdby the King's Majeftie^flr a Retlmwe of%^txt% or Men of. 
Arras, to^ be chojen (f GtnlXtrntn that i be^ conwun. and extraSlc: 
<f noble Blood. Wltbe a forme of their OTHE. 

* HoIingfKcd, p. 1574. Stowc'a Chron. p. 577. 

t Titus. A. XIII. N. 24. Tbk article doci not. appear in Smith's Cataldgpe- 
•f ihe Couonian Library ; bui it is to be found among the MS* Addenda ta- 
the il/<(/^tfm-C<>/^ of that Catalogue. This Unifiue (for fucb probably it now is> 
contains five finall quarto Icatfs of parchmem indented. 

HE Ni^ 
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Forafmacbe as the Kliog oure Sovralne Lorde^ of bis great t noble^ 
tieffe^ wijtdom^ and prudence^ confidreth that in this bis reame oJEng^ 
{and be mai^ yong GtviXXtttxcvi of noble Blod^ whiche buve nonexcer^ 
tife in tbeFeaie ofArmeSy in handling and renying the Spere and other 
fails tfWerre on borjbacke like as in- other Reames and Cuntreys be 
dayley praSlifed and ufed^ to the greate honor and laude of theim 
that foo dothej hh Etighnes hath ordeyned and appointed to have a 
Retynut' dkiiy ofcertaine Spcres called Men of Armes, to be chofen of 
Gentlemen that be comen and extra^e of noble Blod^ tot bent ent that 
theyjhall exercife the f aid Feate of Armes^ and be the more mete and 
able tofirve their e Prince^ afivell in tyme ofWerre as otherwife^ 
and to have good Wages to Icve upon accordingly. 

And to t bent ent alfoo^. that evry of them Jl) all knowe howe to 
order and demeane tbemfelfs^ Bis Highnes bath made^ ordeyned and 
eftablijhed certaine Ordenatxesand Statutes following.. 

Furjlj evry of the faid Gentlemen Jljall have Uis Harney s conr^ 
fiete and all other Mabilements mete and necejfary for him^ nvitb 
twoo Double Hbrjisat the leejle for himfelf and his PAge^ convenient 
and necejfary e for a Man of Armes ; olfo his Couftrell*, ns>tth a 

* This word is un i form! y mi f- written throwghourthefe ordinances j for if 

fh0utdey9dently.be CottftiAi aa abbreviate of th^ French word C^i^/FiVZ/Vr, wbicl), 

aocording to Cotgrave, figniEes *^ The (ervant of .a Man of Anns." This is not 

an error of the pen; for Lord Herbert obftrvcs, that the woid Cujlrelf had ob- 

tirined in OUF liiflories, which, in truth, (fays his^Lordftivp) fhould- lie 6o^/V//>r, 

and he renders it confornoably with Cotgrave^by ^y;t^^^i/5, which implies a 

iervant, or rather an attendant,. not. of a «memal fort. Lloyd, in hit Worthies, 

.above-cited, gives us the vtord CcuJiUlin. But Pcre Daniel heft explains this 

trrm. The CoatUlter be conceives to have been a foldier armed with a Coittlle^ a 

fpecies of fword mentioned by fome of tht ancient French writers under the 

name- of Cultdlus^ longer thaathc fword then in jcommon ufe, fliarpfrom the guard 

to the point, and very ilender^ haviug ihree edges. [Hift..de France,. torn. IV«. 

g. x6a« Edit. Amft. 1720.}. 

^avelyu^ . 
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Javelyn or T)emye-launce^ well armed and ht^rfed-i^ it apperteyifeth. 
And they Jballobeyein every, condicon the Captaine tbatjbau be or^- 
jieyn^d and deputed by the King^s Highnes: or hu Deputie LieuCc* 
jianta to have the ruky tonduite and govnanfie of tbeim in all 
things that thet Jhall be commanded to doo on the King's behalf. 

Itm, That they JhaU make their e abode in fucbe places ai ibi 

King'sGrace Jhall appointe tbeim^ or the /aid Gaptainc or the De^ 

puty Lieutenante in the King's name^ whedder it be in places nigh 

his Perjon^ or elfewhere^ upon pain for tviery fucb default e to loft 

Jvc days Wages. . . - 

itm, Kvry of the f aid ^^trt% and Couftrcllysy^j//, at evry time^ 
cary with thfimtheirefHorfes^Harneys^and other H^ibiliments of If err e^ 
as thei have^ and jhall mufter tvith^ not lacking^ at any time^ pece 
or parcel oftheirefaid Habilyments ofWerre norjhrfes^ upon pay ne 
of lojtng fx^dayes wages for evryfuche daye and tyme as be Jhall be 
founden in default e^ being" afore commaunded by the King, Captaine, 
or Lieutenante. 

^m. In likewife^ that non of the faid Speres nor Couftrells ^i?// 
in nowije departe oute of the place 'wbere they be affigned to make 
t heir e faid abode ^ without e the f pedal licence of the King our So^ 
vraine Lorde^ or of their e (aid Captaine^ or Deputie Lieutenante : 
and tofucbe as licence Jlmll be granted unto by the King's Grace or 
the faid Captdlnc or Licutcnintel and the daye appointed theim for 
their retunie not to faille wit bout e lawfull excufe ofjtcknejfe or 
otberwije duely proved^ upon paine ofthehjfe of double their e Wa^ 
gesfor every daye^ as thei fhall faille in contying after the faid daye 
to them lymited and ajjigned^ 

Itm, That evry of the forfasd l^tvk oi PiXmt% Jhall furnyjhe and 
make rtdy twoo good Arthcn veil borfed and harneffed^mnd to bring 
tbeim to mujler before fhe King's Grace orfucbe perfones as his Grace 
P^all appointe within a monetb at the fartbejl after the di^e thai 

they 
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tBtyJhall be comtnandcd Jho to doo by the King's Grace, or theire 
Captatne or Licutenante, and rtot to^ faille foo to dooy upon pahie 6f 
hfing their iRomeSj and their bodies to be ponyfiied atte the King's 
pleafure. 

Itm, If any of the f aid Archers after tbei be admitted fortune 
tu dye^tbe fari^^txt% jhallnot admitte any other in theire place^ 
But Jhdll narite oon mefe perfon fsr that Rome 2/* Archer unto the 
Khig's Highnes, andirmg him^ to his prefens to be admitted at bis 
pkafure^ or ets to /^^^/^ Captain e or Lieutertante. 

I tin, F,or the Wages and Enfteyning of the faid S^tr^s and 
Archers, the King's tlighnes hath ordeyned and appointed that 
evry SpQXC J^ail have and receive for Himfelfe, his Conftrell,. his 
Page andhistnvo Archers, thre (hillings and foure pens frlings 
by tJie daye, to^ be paid by hands of the Treafourer ojf the King's 
Cbambrey whiche is appointed hy the King's Hijfhnes ta faye them 
the fame ^ Jbid furthermore the f aid ^ptx^pall receive theire f aid 
Wages for ihdm and for the ire Archers at tbend of evry Momth. 

Itm, ^he King's pleafure iSy That the faid Lieu tenant c^^// have 
for theWagei and Entertaining of H\iniclt\ ift/i Cuftrell, Page, and 
^ ArcUersv. fix ihiliings by the daye, to be payed in Hie manner 
as the faid Speres jhall be.. 

Itnij. yi6^ Kiugf'is Giiacc woll that the faid C^pt^'mt or Lieu- 
ten ante,, with fucbe other pfones as his Grace Jhall appointe 
Jhall evry garter of the y ere as itjhal be the Y^\\\^^ pleafure^ fee 
the Mufers of thefaidMtn of Armcs and theire Company y, if any 
of them lakke Tf^rfe^ Harney s^^ or if any of theirs faid Horfes and 
Harney s be not fufficient' as tlieyjhould he r. if tbei be not y. that they 
be commanded by theforjaid Captaine or Lieutenante to provide Jor 
fuche asjloal be good and Juffic lent upon raifonable daye by the faid 
Captaine or Lieutenante to he appointed. And fuche as foo befounden 
in; defaulter that the faid Captaine or Lieutcnante^yZ^i?// rejlraine his 

3 Wages. 
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irtrgcs in the bands of the /aid Trcafourcr of the Cbambre titl ie 
be fufficiently apparelled offucbe tbinges as be foo Jball lakie, and 
ibus the faid Captaine or LieutenaiKic to dgg upon p^ne oftbe 
King's difpleafure.^ and lofing (f his Rome. 

lun. To tbentent that t be faid S^KtsJbati alw^s he in the more 
Arredynies * with tbeire Retynue andfucbt Horfe mid Harneys and 
otJker things asjbal be neceffaryie in tbat kehalf the King's pleafure 
is^ That the faid^^xts Jhal be reify alweys to mtifter brfor the faid 
Captaine or Licuteqaate at fucbc tyme or tymet eis tbeyjbalhe by 
thjtm commaunded foo to doo^ 

Itni, // is the Kln^sCommaundement Tbat tbe foid Spttes /tnd 
their e Companye Jball obferve and kepe gMd rule and go^ nance ^ and 
notbyng attempte againfte tbe King*s Jkbjeffs^ coptrarye to bis lawes;^ 
and tbat thei dudy gnd iruety content and paye in redy money for 
vfttalls and all other neceffaries tbat tbei fbaU take for tbemfelfs 
theirefaid Servants and llorfes upon payne to he ponded after tbe 
VixTi^spleafure. And if any oftheim (bal befounde three times 
culpable in any fucb defaults,^ then be or thei tor be deprived of hie 
Rome and his body to be^poni/bedat tbe King's pleafure. 

Itm, // is the Kin^ spleajkre and cprnmaundement that none of the 

faid^^trtsjhallprefume t^ take his Lodging by bis ^wne auQorito 

but bg ordered their in^ and take fucb Lodging as by the King's Herm 

hergiers t^ f^^ that purpofe deputed^ JhaU .be ^tpptnnted unto tbeim 

upen ponyfshement aforfaid. 

Itm, // is the King's Pleafure and Commauvdment tbat non oftbe 
faid ^!pttt% /ball geve JVages unto any Archer, Couftrell or Page of 
any other Spere, nor to reteigne him as hisjrvante^ excepte he be put 
to bim by his own Mafter^ being oon of the faid Spcres. ^ 
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The or HE. 
I Jloal be true and faithfull SubjeSie and Servant e unto oure So^ 
verine Lord King HENRr tbe WllUb, and to his Hirs^ Kings 
of England^ and diligent iy and true/y give myn Attendance in the Rome 
of con of ^V.Spercs, and 1 Jljal be reteyned to no man^ pfone^ ne 
pfones qJ what degre or cond/con foever be be by Oibe^ Lyvree^ Bagge 
[Badge], Promife or otberwife^ but oonly to bis Grace, without his 
" 0ecial Licence *. And I fhall not hereafter knowe or here of any 

thing 

• Sir William Bulmcr was in the reign of Hen. VIIL rebuked for fufFering 
bimfrif to be'retained by the Duke of Buckingham, while he was in the King's 
fervice« [Hall's Chronicle, Hen. VIII. fol. 59.] A Retainer according to Strype 
{Memorials, Vol. III. p«,4790 *' was a fervant not menial, (that is, continually 

dwelling in the houfe of his Lord or Mafler} but only wearing his Livery^ and 

attending fometimes on fpeciat occafions upon his perfpn. Tlie Livery was 
<< wont to confift of bats or hoods, bac^ges, or other fuits of one garment by the 
'^ year* None could have Retainers but by licence from the Crown» . Queen 
<< Mary was very liberal in granting licences 1 but Queen Elirabeth was as 
*' fparing. Their tendency was often bad in keeping up animofities between 
<< gnat men, and fomenting rel^Uion, (o that Statutes have been occafionally 
*' made to regulate them *•** Feuds of this kind were ftill more common tn 
France formerly, and even fo lately as the reign pf Henry III. (anno 1579), we 
find the fame Polxy was adopted, on account of the fadlious temper of the no- 
1>ility, when the Order of the Holy-Ghoft was f« unded j for the Knights were 
fworn, '^ dc ne prendre Gages, Peolion?, ou Eftat d'autre Prince quelcohque.*' 
{Pcre Paniel, Hift. <ife France, toin. VI. p. 65.]. . 

Lord Verulam relates a ftory of the Earl of Oxford, who once entertained 
King i\wy Vlt. *' At the King's going away, the Earl's fervanu flood in their 
*^ Llverycoats^ with Cognizances^ ranged on both fides^ and made the King a 
<< lane. The King called the Earl to him and faiJ— -** Thefe handfom gentlemen 
<^ and yeomen, which I fee on both iidei of me, are fure your memal fervants V' 
<* l*be Earl fmiled and faid, they are inoft of theqi my Retainers^ they are come 
«« to do me fervice at fueh a time as this, and chiefly tp fee your Grace. I'bc 

• AaA« S Edw. IV. Cba^ . i. Tlic Statute f»jri, " None AiU i^ve Lhsriet but to tbeir mbhui. (tnraoti.** 
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thing that Jbal he hurtefull or prejudiciall to bis mofi royal pfon^ 
fpeeially in treafon^ but IJbalwitbJlandit t^ tb^ uttermojl of my, power ^ 
and the fame with all diligence^ to me p^Jpble^ difclcfe to the King*5 
Highnes or to the Captaine of the faid Speres or bis Deput/eUicu^ 
tenante orfuche others of bis Counfaile as I Jbal I know woll difco^ 
ver the fame unto bis Grace. I Jball not liye to pledge ne putte 
awaye fucbe Horfe & Harney s as I nowe have muftered with before 
the King to any ff one or pfones^ ne put oute offervice any Archer, 
Cuftrell, or Page, that I have nowe nvitb me^ dnles I have before 
fiowed caufe refonable foo to doo to the King or the faid Captaine 
or bis Deputie Lieutenante in bis abfence :. nor I Jball inowe of any 
of my Company in liiewife to leye to pledge or put away at^ Horfe\ 
Harney Sf or Archers, hut that IJballJbowetbeJame to the King*s 
Grace, bis Jaid Captzint or Deputie Lieutetointe^ in as brief fy ma 
as I conveniently maye. I Jball alfo truely and faithfully to my 
power obferve and kepe from this daye forwards all and evry ur-^ 
title comprized in a Bake ajjigned with the King^s Handy and aH 
manner ^Statutes and Ordinances in the fame and in evry oftheim 
conteined. On this I Jball be oheyfaunte unto my Captaine or 
Deputie Lieutenante, and the commaundetmnts I Jball obferve and. 

^* King ftartcd a liuici and faid ; By my faith, my Lord, I thank you for my 
** good chesr, but I may not endure to have my laws broken in my (ighr^ 
^ My Attorney moft fpeak with };ou,*' And, continues Lord Verulam. it it- 
pact of the report, that the Earl compouqded for no left than 15,000 marks. 
[Hift.ofHen. Vli. p, 120.]. 

It may feem necefiai'y to crxplain the term Z/tvry, as It appears a very equi* 
vocal word in authorities, which I (half frequently hstve occaiion to cite. The 
root of the Term is the French Liverie^ and applies to all things deliVir*J fVom 
the offices of the Royal Houfbold refpedively, vt2. Roies and Garmints^, 
Bi well as Dht^ fficd, Candlni &c. [Vid. the Northumberland Honfbold Book.} 
The word is no^ worn out in iti origihd fttSt^ and ia confined merely to a party* 
€5lour'd Aiit of Cto&tbt g^ivai to Men^llrvtnts.. 

hfe 
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iipe at nU tythtf^ fo9 the fame he or eoneeme the ferinee tf the * 

King^s Grace. And alljuche caufes fecrete asjball be-Jh&yiHd unf^ ' 

tne iy the King*s Grdee^ the Jhid Captaine or l^eputie Lieute- 

iiantc^ IJball keep counfaill without difcov^ring of the fame to any 

ffine or pfones till I be commaunded. Ijhatt deligently geve my at^ 

te^tmce tvith my Retynue upon the King^s Grace in fuebe wife- 

a} IJhail he commaunded and appointed hy the faid Czptaine or hii^ 

faidDeputk Lieutenante and not abfente or departefrdm the Courfif'. 

without 'Ltcenee of jfi&f Iting oroj the f aid Captaiiie or Bis ^epu^* 

/;> Lieutenante, in his abfence^ hy the fpace of foure dayes^ And 

alfo all futhe Horfe^ HameySy, and other Hahiliments of JVerre as 

I nowe have mujlered wifb pefore \ the King's Grace, the faid 

Caftaiiie or Depuiie Lieutcaame, htriBy own proper goods and nan 

4iihir ma^si nor aifo I Jball net nhtjkr ^ any tyme before tBt 

^ing*s Gfatei 7*^ }2rwf; Captaifie orJOipUtie Lieutefiaftte, W/A; 

4^ Archer, Coultrell pr Pagc;^ but oonly y^itb Jkche, asilhafue. 
reteyned %tith me to ferve, the Kiiig^s Uighne^ for the fame, 

enlent. And thus IfhalU welt '4md truly obferve and iepe^ andjerve 

Jhe King Jn the faid Rome ofoon of his Speres. So beJpe me Gon 

and theis holy EvaogfiEes. ; ^.11 ^ 
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The precife date of thefcOxdinanrffsis. nc^ fpecified, though 
we^have; e/labii£hed It by other authorities^/ iiekhcr is .the ia« 
tended n»mb^r o^ the Spears afcertained ; but it is probable that 
^he ttqaci of completion was notthen arrived^ and that th,c: Cprps 
^a$ merely inr a (late of formation^ As to the number, it feems 
to have waited: for the Kino's pieafur^ to be furth^ raade known, 
As^e foregoing Statutes only fa^r^r/^itfiSiPfiAiSr neither are the 
Captain and Lieutenant mentioned' by name, though th« 
; ':. • ^: . B:5 printed 
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printed accounts fay that the Earlof Efex was Captain^ and 
Sir John Peachy Lieutenant *. 

In the preamble, jSir, we fee the ground- work, the models . 
and the intention of the Inllitution. It was well nnderftood at 
that time what a Man of jlrms was^ and it explains to us what 
was then likewife exprcffed metonymically by a Spear, thereby . 
comprehending all other appendages, the weapon irpplying the 
perfon^ as in modern military language a Dfam frequently 
exptefSksthc Drummer, an^nTruntpinheTruoifietfr, &c+. Thefe 

Gen- 

^ Holingfted irdeed has inverted them; but there can be no doubt that the 
Earl was the fuperior officer. 'ThiiEarl «/* Effex was Henry BourchUr^ who <va$ 
nearly related to the King, hit mother being Aane Woodville, After to'£lizahetk 
Woodville, (the Queen of King Edward the IVth^) the King's Gr^iqdmotber ; fo^ 
that he was maternally firft couiin to the Qyeen of King Henry VII. and but one 
degree more remote from King Henry VIII. The EarPs grand-father had mar- 
ried Ifabel, After to Richard Dttke of York, and the alliance with Royalty' 
commcDced before his father's marriage, and the pedigree flands thus : 

.1 ' Kidiard Plamagenet^. . ; ' * 

; . . \ . Earl of Cambridge^ 

Second Sbn of | Edmund'of Langley 



AAJliM 



Rich. W of 
York. 



Ifabel I 

of York = Hen. Bourchler, E. 

ofEflex. 



I 



Rich. Woodville 
£. Rivers 

1 1 

K; Edw. IV.=:Bix;WbodTilIc Annc=rWm. Vifconnt Bour- 

1 chief ^ Ob. viti 

Patris. 
York. crK. Hcii. VII. Hen. Bonrchier, E. 

oi MtJt^Tbe firft Cup* 
tain of the Fand ofGen* 
%m Henry VIII. tkmen Penfioners. 

- f So P. Danicl.--i*Tous let . Gendarmes etant acmez de pied en. cap, et ay tot 
pour une de leur aime* offenfivea la lance qui leur fut long-teraps propre, cVft 
poor cela que dans le (fyle des Hiflo^iena de ce temps-la, Gendarme^ Homme 
id* Jrms]' Lance f Lancier^ ctoit la meme chofe. [Hift. de France, fub anno 1532O 

The 
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Qetitlemen were to appear in armour, for by iho word H^irnefsy 
at that time was meant a compltat Suit ot An:: \.\:''^K The 
attendants of each Spkar are dtfcribcd ro be a P./^c", a Coujiiii^ 
and Two Archers^ though the Chronlcbrs give hiai but cnj 
Archer^ a DemuLance and a Ccu/iill: l>ut a Ci.uJliU ar.d a Dcmi^ 
lacnce appear to have been the iane froi/) the rbregcing Oiui- 
nances, where it was faid the CouRill was to ca^ry w Javelin or 
Demi- Lance. By D^uble-borjes^ \ prefume, are mc:.i:t Great 
or managed HorfeSj which probably were Cocvaux enters and 
net Geldings f . To thefe Attendants were to be added Two 

good 

The French likewife apply the term Guidon^ Cornette an^ Enjtgn^ both to the 
Standards (o called^ and to the bearers of them, as we do, though in the laft cafe 
they (peak with a difTerential article, which our language will not acli.iit. Thus 
Perc ] Daniel— " Cette efpece d'litcndart a donne fon non a celi?i qui la 
" portc : car on dit la Comttu pour fignifier PEntendart, et U Cornette pour^figni- 
•* ficr PofScier qui la porte.'* [Hirtoiie de la Milice Fran^oifc, Tom. If. n 63.] 

♦ This appears from Wills, &c. Sir Robert V/ingfieM, by his Will, proved, 
Nov. I a, 1539, gives *' his Tarj^ct of Steel, and his light /^«^«f/}, and twelve 
** {ootmtns HarHefs to his nephew John WirgfielJ r** And furihcr bequeaths Lis 
late brother's *^ complect Harnefs^ to his nephew, Richard Win field. [Vi ;. An- 
ftis*s Rcgiiler of the G.»rtcr, p. 230 ] Thomas lic.iufort, Dukt of Exe'e-, (hy 
his Will, proved 1426) bequeathed to Ignatius ClifiOn, *• Unmii Harnejium 
Armorum." [See the Royal Wills, publilhed by J. Nichols, 1780,' p. 162O ' 

t The Great or Double Horfa then in' ufe, we may fuppofe, weie fuch as iiave 
bern (ince feen in our hc^avy cavalry, on which, in cafes of necelHiy, msK horfe- 
mtn could take np behind him a(lcilie:' who was diftnountcd, or a pcrfon on foot 
who was wounded, or> in certain fltuat ons, a capiive. l bus, in tlie laft iii- 
ftance, we find that wKen Sir Tiiomas W^att furrcndered liiiurclf, in the reign 
ofQijecen Mary, he was brought by Sir Maurice '.'cikelcy from TimplcBar to 
Whitehall, on the fame hoi^'c beliind him ; as was Sir 'I'homas Cobham, l)ehind 
-another gentleman. [Strypc*s Memorial?, Vol. III. p. 9Ci Vid. alfo, Godwin's 
Anna's of Qj^cn P,4nry.] Froiffart mentions thefe horfes, which Lord Berners 
tranllates dcuile horfes^ [Cliap. 149]. The French term is Rottjpns^ which fee in 
- 3 ». Cot- 
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good Archers^ on horfeback, and in Armour. For the fupport 
of this their Retinue each Spear was to have a ^aily Pay of 
three Shillings and four Pence^ a much more confiderable Sum^ 
at that time than the 50/. which the printed accounts have, al- 
lowed ; fttr the refult of three (hillings and foyr pence per diem, 
is 60 A lbs. %d. per annum. 

The regulation and difcipline of this Troop appears every 
where in the Statutes to have been an obje£t of gccat attention, 
ai the mulfts for abfencc and irregularity are very large; and 
the Oath^^ which is fpecific and prolix, feenis intended to 
have been taken publicly in the field, after a mufler, in the 
prefence of ,t lie King, or commanding Officer, a^d the whole 
Band*. I would take this opportunity of observing, 6ir, that 
the two perfbns in armour, vnxh Spears in their'hands, mdunieft 
on horfes differently iSrsfparifoncd, and who immediately follow 
the Duke of Suffolk and Sir Anthony Browne, in the priut of 
the Siege of Portimouth, [1545] lalely, engraved by your So- 
ciety, feem to be a Spear and his CouJiill\ and there appears 
to be* feveral others of each fort, as likewife Archer s^ fcatterc4 
up and down in the general groupe of figures in tliat print. 
,,.Tbu^s much. Sir, for the inflitution of the Speaks; and if 
we are to credit'^the printed accounts we (hall hear no more of 
them for thirty years, viz. till the year 1539. They tell us 
that the expehce was too great for them to cxift long, and that the 
Corp;^ was wsa very foon dijbandeddihti it was formed, (though they 



(^otgrave. Horfes iox draught were, at that, time, 4iflinguifhed by the term 
ir0//intf horfes. [Northumberland ^Hoa(hoId*book, p* 1^7.] 

• The words^ we may recolleA, 01117— That thf Horfe, HarAeTi , and other Habt- 
.limenta of war— s*^ as I now ha^e muftcred^with before the Klnfs Grmtf the 
/^.i^id &^/tfWtf 9!tDcpi^icZ»/V«Xtf«#«/r, &c.'' ,- , *. ' ^ 

5 g>ve 



^Gentlemen Pensioneri. 15 

give in the charge at lefs than it really was) and that the revival 
was made in a very fparing manner, unworthy of its firft efta- 
blifliment ; for that though the Spears were allowed for their 
yearly falaries 50/. cacli^ yet they were only bound to fupply 
two horfes, or, optionally, ^^ One Horfe, and a Geldi[)g of Ser- 



Vice*. 



There is, indeed, reafbn to believe that their Pay was lef- 
fcned, and that their Retinue w^s diminifhed at the above pe- 
riod; but it had taken place long before the year 1339 : for it 
we look into the Houfhold Statutes^ made at Eltham, 1526, 
we (hall there find the Corps complete, and fully officer edj and 
(for the firfl: time that we have good authority to call it fb) 
under the prefent Title of The Band of Gentlemen Pen- 
sioners. In order to raife the flipends of the additional officers^ 
the pay of each Penfioner feems to have fufFered a qbnliderable 
defalcation, (being reduced to 50/.) and it is prefumabje that 
on account of fueh abatement, fome part of their Retinue 
was difpenfed with. About this period (or fbon after) the 
Balfle-Jlxe was probably introduced, as they began now to ope-r 
rate on foot in the Courts as well as on horjeback in the Field*, in 
which former cafe they might carry the Pole or Battle • 
Axe^ though they ufed their -Sj^wrj on horfeback* If the Corps 
was aftually new modelled, the King, who had formed it, (as 
the original Statutes fay) on a Plan adduced from foreign coun* 
tries, might adopt the Battle^Axe from the French, as it ap- 
proximates very much to the Bees de Corbin^ borne by fome of 
the moft ancient Houfliold Troops in France. 

Having mentioned the Bees de Corbin in the French eftablifli- 
ment, I muft beg leave, Sir, to> infift for a few moments on 
the fubjeft, from whence it will appear that both Corps, in 

•- Vide l)olingfhed,. fd. 1574^ 

their 
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their eftahliniment and governance, have mutually borrowed 
from each other. In the account given us by Pere Daniel *, a 
very exa<5l parallel is found between our Gentlemen Pen- 
sioners in early times, and the Gentils-bommes du Bee de Cor^ 
bin in France, who were formerly regarded, during feveral 
Reigns, as the princ/pa/ imd moil honourable Guard of the King, 
being fty led ** La Grande Garde du Corps *." Let us examine the 
features of them refpedively, which will confirm the refcmblance. 
The French Corps was originally compofed of one Hundred Gen^ 
tlemen of rank and confequence, under the command of a Captain^ 
a Lieutenant^ and an Knjign^ and were exprefsly inftitutcd by 
Louis XI. (1474), as a Garde du Corps. Each of thcCc Gent/emen 
was armed with a Lance^ and attended by a Man of Arms and Two 
'Archers^ and as they were for the moft part formed from the 
Gentlemen of the King's HouQiold or Penfioners^ *^ Gentils- 
hommes de fbn Hotel ou PenfionaireSy^ the Troupe was cal- 
led The Company of the Hundred Gentlemen of the King^s Houf 
boldj appointed Jor the Guard of hisPerfon—»\^^ La Compagnie de 
*• Cent Centils-hommes de la Mailbn dti Roy ordonnes pqur la 
•« Garde de fon Corps t."] This, I cannot doubt. Sir, was 
the foreign eflablilhment, to which our K. Hen. Vlll. al- 
ludes in the Proeme to the Statutes for the formation of his 
Band of Penjioners now before us^ and the following traits will 
ftrengthen the furmife. 

We have feen our own Band furnifhed from the prime of 
our Gentry, or from the younger branches of our antient No- 
bility; — and P. Daniel tells us, on authority, that there was 

■ 

- ♦ Hiftolre dc U Milice Fran^oife. Tom. II. p, 99. ct (cq. f Hem. p. icx5. 

t A fccond Company ot 100 wae add^d to them byCh. VIIF, 14.97, whjch 
vas fiylcd Bitraurdinary. tlu>ugli they both v/tnt colIcAivcly und^r the origi* 
nal denomination of The Hutuired Gcntlenun. Thcfc laft were entirely aboli (bed 
by Louis XIV. 1688. 

not 
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not a family of antiquity in France, which had not^ at different 
tioMS, one of it enrolled in the Band of The hundred GentU-* 
men *• 

Each of thefe Gentlemen ^ like our own, had^ as has been 
feen, Two Archers^ whom he furniflied with Hor/es and Arms^ 
at his own expence f. 

la point of degradation 9 the French £j;a//kept pace with our 
own, wherein we (hall find hereafter Orders to prevent the ad- 
million of perfons improperly qualified with refped to rank, 
and without the entire approbation of the Sovereign : for. P. 
Daniel tells us, that by an Ordinance of Hen. III. (A. D. 1585.) 
the Captain was enjoined not to admit any into the Corps who 
were not of competetH: gentility by birth, and that each Gentle^ 
tnan^ previous to his admiilipo, (hould be prefented to the King; 
for his fandlion. (Vid« the Orders refpeding our B9t)d» 
poftea J.] 

As the French Band was denominated Gentils-hommis du Bee 
d( Corbin^ from the Arms they made ufe of; fo ours, we (hall 
find, were frequently called Gentlemen of the Axe\\. 

* Ht cites thd authot of a book intituled^ ^* Les Oilgines da deux Compag« 
•* nics,'* whofe words arc — " Jc puis dire qu*il n'y a guerres d'anbi«nne Maifon 
^' de Gentils-hommes qui ne trouve quelq'un des fiens enroll en Tune de ces deux 
** Compagnics.** [P.Daniel, ubi fupr?, p. 101.] 

•f- ** Chacun de ces Gentils-hommes avoit Jeujc Archers q*il entretenoit, montoit^ 
ct armoit i fes depens fur fa folde. [P. Dan. ut fupra, p. loi.] 

} ^^ Defend (fa Majefie) aux Capitaines d'enroler tn leurs Compagnies que 
*^ Gentils-hommes de la qualitc requife^ lefquels a cette fin ils lui prefeateront 
<^ auparavant que de les recevoir.*' [P. Dan. ut fupra, p. 105.] 

II The French were fometimes ftyled Bees df Fattcon — and from their Pay^ 
which was Twenty Crowns [Vingt Ecus] per month, (I prefume a large and 
.fingular allowance) they have been likewife called, ^^ Lres Gentils hommes des 
** yif^i^ EcusJ* [P. DanieU ut fupra, p. 103.] 

C The 
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The rank of the Captain (or the Commander for the moineut 
in the French Ccurt) appears from the Orders cited by P, Da- 
niel, wherein it is faid, that wherever the Hundred Gentlemen 
attended the King with their Arms, the Captain (or the chief 
in command) (hould walk neareft to the King, on his right 
hand*. 

' On the other hand, Sir, we may now obferve a point in which 
our practice feems to hiave given the impreflion to the French 
Court. * The Band of our Gentlemen Pensioners, as we 
(hall foon fee, was allowed the liberty of quarterfy^waitingy by 
detachments, in the reign of its founder. King Henry VIIL 
which circumilance was afterwards introduced into the Frencli 
eflabli(hnient under Hen. III. (A. D. 1585.) when The Hundred 
Gentlemen were admitted to the fame indulgence : for the French 
Ordinances difed that thofe who tyerc in waiting (en quartier) 
fhould be on duty at a given hour -f-. 

The Penalties likewife for non-attendance were lofs of wages, 
and difmiffion for aggravated offences, which appear to have 
been the puniflimcnts prefcribed by our Orders from time to time. 
[See the reigns of Q. Eliz. and K, K. Ch. I. & 11. poftea J.] 

* P. Dan. ut fupra, Vid. poftea, in the Reign of King Charles II. for the 
parallel. 

f <« Veut auffi fa Majefle, que les Gentils -homines etant en quart ier, k trou- 
** venf en fon Antichambre des Ics fix heures du matin, pour Paccompagner avec 
'^ leurs Haches, comme ils ont accoutiime, jufq* a fon Diner^ et Tapres-dinee^ 
•• jufq' ^ fon Souper.*' [P. Dan. ut fupra^ p. 105.] 

I <^ Le premier jour de chacun Quartier le Capitaine ou le Lieutenant entrant 
*< en charge (c'eft a dire en quartier) prefentera a famajeftf les cinqaante Gen- 
<' tils-hommes de fervice, et les lui nommera: les defaiTlans perdront leurs 
*^ gages." [P. 105.] and further, ** Enjoint fa Majefl^ aufdits Gentils-hommes 
<< d'obferver de point en point tout le conteoQ cy-deflus fous peine do Caflktion.** 
[Id. p. io6.] 

Again, 
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Again, Sir, 17}e Hundred Gentlemen had a Table iu the King's 
Houfe— *^ lis avoient les Privileges des Comwenfeaux.** [P. Da- 
niel, p, 107.] as had our Gentlemen Pensioners formerly, 
which will be difcernible when we come to the Reigns of Q. 
Eliz. and K. James I. 

The French Corps inj their attendance on the Sovereign, ap- 
peared fometimes on Horfe-back^ and at othor times on foot ^ ac- 
cording to the oecafipn, and fuch, we (Hall fbon have oppor- 
tunity to obferve was the cafe of our Gfntlemen Pension- 
ers. In thefe fituations both were armed refpeftively with 
Lances^ on Horfeback, and on Foot, with Axes :— Thus Perc 
Daniel, *« lis avoient outre la Lance^ la Hacbe d^Armes^ dont 
** ils fe fervoicnt lorlqu* ils etoient de Guet ou dc Garde aupres 
** de la Perfonne du Roy." [Ibidem, p. 107.] To go ftill far* 
ther, the pofition and precife diftance from the Royal Perfon, 
to be obferved by the Commander of Tbe Hundred Gentlemen 
ill either cafe, is prefcribed by the Ordinances of Hen. III. with 
moft minute exa6litnde *. 

This, P. Daniel informs us. Sir, was the ftate and difcipline 
of The Hundred Gentlemen in the year 1585 under Hen. III. of 
France, to which we may add that our own body of Gentle- 
»men Pensioners, under Qj^ Elizabeth (the contemporary So- 
vereign of England) was by no means inferior in dignity, or 

in any thing but number, as we (hall perceive, v^rhen we ar* 
rive at that period. 

The fervicc of the French Corps, at the time when P. Daniel 
wrote (1708) w^s reduced to mere occafional parade, on great 
and folcmn occafions, when they walked before the King with 

* " Si (a Majcftc eft a pied, ccux dcs dits Rangs, qui feront a cote d'clle, ne 
<< paflferontlpoiiit en arriere le pommeau de fon Epee ; ec fi elle eft a cheval^ ne fe 
*< tiendront point pins en arriere que la pointe de fon pied." [Id. p, io6.] 

r C 2 their 
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their. Infigiiia of OfBce [the Bees dt Corbin] as thejr did, he 
tells us, whea Louis XIV, came of age^ 1^51— :at his mar- 
riage, 1660*— and at a ceremonial of th^ Knights of the Order 
of the Holy Ghoft, in the following year ♦. 

But to return, Sir, to our own PirNSfONERS. King Htnry 
had his grand interview with Francis I. of France, between 
Guiues and Ardres, 1520, and out of compliment (but I fpeak 
without authority) might zS^Qt a finular appearance in his 
Body-guard at the interview with what he knew was ufed 
by King JExancis : — ^but be that as it may, feveral of theie 
Gentlemen with their Battle- Axes^ are difcernible in the pic- 
ture of tl^e Champ dt Drap dW^ which leads cue to imagine that 
the Battle^Axe had obtained about that period. 

Cardinal Wolfey, who was never tardy in apeing Royalty 
where he could, bad a fimilar, though humbler efcorte of Pole^ 
Axetj when he was Lord High Chancellor : for befides his T\yo 
Crofs-Bearers^ as Arcb^BiJhop^ and his Two Pillar-BearerSj as 
Cardinal^ mounted on great Horfes,^ who preceded him, he had 
likewifcy when he went to Weftminfter-Hall> on his mule^ as 



. * Tt is a little lingular that they are not bete metittoncd on the Coronation ol 
Louis XIV. (1654) where I find from anctiier account thcjr made a part of the 
cavalcade on the Xing^s reuirn from the cathedral of Rheims to the Fdace of the 
Arch-bi(hop, being flyled, *< Les cent Gentils-honunes de la Maiibn du Roy 
^* avcc leurs Bees de Corfain.'* [See le Saae de Jx)usXrV. printed at Paris^ 
I720i i2mo. p* 333«] ' Monfleut Menin, rn his genetraF defcription of the Co- 
f onacioji of the Kings and t^ieeai of Ftandr^ [La*. 117 f 5^ . %if^ p. 159} Kin* 
wift gives them a fpeci6c place at all Coronations :-— aad yet ihey wn not ftioa- 
tioned in the printed account of the Coronation of the pr^fem King Louis XVf. 
(1775) publifiied. at the moment* 
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Lord Chancellor, four Gentlemen on foot about his perfon; 
bearing each a Pole- Axe in his hand *. 

But to proceed. It is very clear, if this Body of Spears ever 
was difbanded, that the period of the revival mud have been 
egregtoufly miftaken ; for in the year 1526, the Corps fiands 
thus in the Statutes of Eltham. 

A Captain, with the Salary of - -^ 200 Marks 
A Lieutenant, - - - 100 Pounds 

A Standard Bearer f, ... 100 Marks 
F^ty Gentlemen Pensioners, each 46/. 13^. 4^. | 
A Clerk of the Cheque - - • 40 Pounds § 
A Harbinger, - - - 18 Pounds. 

This taken in the grofs is an enlargement rather than a re- 
duction I for the Captain^ in the original Eftabiiihmenty does 
not appear to have had any falary [|, The Standard-Bearer^ the 
Qeri, of the Cheque^ and the Harbinger^ were additional officers. 



* Caveodi(h*s Life of Wolfey, p. 29. Sir Thomai Mote, in a Speech to the 
Houfe of Commons was not a little fevere upon the Cardinal, on account of his 
T ok' Axes. [More's Life oF Sir Thomas More, P* 51*] ^^ ^^'^^ ^^^ Teomen of 
his Guard. Cavendifh, p. 20« 

* t The correfpondiDg Officer of the Yeomen of the Guard is ftyled Enfign^ 
whicli arifes from the French difiinftion, where the term Cornet or Standard- 
hearer has always been peculiar to the Horfe^ and that of Enjtgn to the Foot^ as 
Wf now uft them. [V. P. Daniel, Hift. de la Milice Fran^oife, Tom. II, p. 64] 

\ Apparently a fingular fum— but it will analyze into fevenfy Marh^ an ufual 
Houfliold conapotaiiDt^ when wages did not rff|Mr^idb%MB>^IMI^|IEMt4Rlf 

I This was then aa offlbe of much buiinefs and attendance, and therefore me- 
rited a large falary ; for fuch 40/. was at that time. 

D The Captain at the Inftitution had probably the allowance of a Grmm only, 
in like manner as the Caj^tain of the Teomen had till the Re(loration#. 
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. and as to what regards the Penjianers themfelves, this account 
is lb free from error that they are mentioned iy name *. 

■We have now, Sir, got a Standard^Bearery and you will a(k 
• what was the device upon the Standard? I muft refer you to 
. Dr. Chamberlayne's Angliae Notitia of the year 1672, who 
tells us it was 5/. George's Crofs^ and that it was likewife^«r 
Bends : but in this lad bearing he does not give the colour of 
the Field, or of the Charge. The former of thefc is obvi- 
ous ; but the latter is not fo folvable, unlefs it can be pre- 
fumed (if the authority is allowed) that the Band had Two 
Standards ; the one to be ufed when they muftered before the 
King, and the other on their private or periodical muderst and 
which might very well carry the Arms, Crcft, or Device of 
one of their Captains, 

It cannot be fuppofed that at this period there (hould be a 
Standard-Bearer without a Standard^ though the office is fb cir- 
cumftanced at prefent ; nay, there is good reafon to think there 
aftually were two Standards in the reign of K, Edward VI. for 
in a MS. account of the payment of fundry officers of houf- 
hold, in the fixth year of that King, I find a payment ''to 
*' John Pyers, Clerk of the Cheque to the Guard, for the hire 
*« of a houfe to lay the Great Standards^ with the r\c\i Coats 
" and Halberds — i/. 14J. 8i/.'' This feems, primi facie, to re- 
late both to the Penfioners and the Teomen ; but it will appear 
flBBMBHnBplBHBI that the Teomen had no Officer of 
the denomination of Enjign^ till after the Reftoration. The 
^rich Coats and Halberds I place to their account ; but the StoH- 
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* Vid. poftca, where, at the clofc of this Reign, the Isam^jat'pytq.f v^ 

dards 
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dards muft (for the reafon given) be confined to the Pensioners, 
and comprehend the Two belonging to the Band*. . 

Leaving thefe Gentlemen in the year 1526, in the ftate we* 
have fcen, they are found avowedly by all the chroniclers not 
inconfpicuous on the ceremonial of the reception* of the Princefs 
Anpe of Clcvcs (1539) : for though it is well known, that 
the match was not only political, but, after a previous inter- 
view at Rochefter, difgufting to the King ; yet he determined 
to pay the Princefs all pofTible rcfpe£t, and her Highnefs was 
received with great ftate by the King and his fuite on Black- 
heath, at the foot* of Shooter's Hill. She ws accordingly ac- 
commodated in a^rich pavillion, till the King and his train 
arrived^ when hfe was accompanied by the Corporation of Lon^ 
don^ Kfiigb/Sj and EfqurreSj and the proceflion was clofed by 
the Fifty Gentlemen Pensioners. Of this Body each had 
Twa Horfes^ one for himfelf and the other for an attendant, 
and accordingly my author (Holingihed) goes on, and tells us, 
that, ** behind the Gentlemen flood the ferving^merC^ [the 
CoufirllsY ^^ m good order j- well horfed and apparelled; that 

^ As to theKiNG*s Great Standard^ xhtxt Vfz% atthU time- and long afterwards, 
an official Standard-bearer^ fuch were in the reign of King Hen. VIII. the two Sir 
Anthony Brownes (fath'-rand fon) — andtheKiNC's Great Standard woM hardly be 
configned ^o the care of the Clerk of the Cheque of the Teamen of the Guard. From 
whence Dr. ChamberlayBe took his infornoacion I cannot perceive; but on a 
nearer examination it might originate from a paiTable* error, arifing from igno- 
rance or inaittention, and in fuch cafe the fubordinate Standard has the appear^ 
ance mf carrying the Armorial Bearing of one of the Captains of the Band^ whom 
I take to have been the fecond Sir Anthony Browne^ and who will appear to have 
Aicceeded the Earl o( EJpx in the command. The Arms of Sir Anthony, were 
(as now borne by his defcendant Vifcount Montacute) ^^ SabTe, three LioospaiTaAt 
*' in Bend, between two double Cotifes, Argent.'* On which"! would remark^ 
that, the Lions being overlooked by an unikilful obferver, the two double Cotifcs 
ia the Blazon have tranflently the appearance* of four Bends. . 

" whofoever 
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** Item^ Notwitbjiandinge this graunte of libtie they be neverihe'- 
•* kjfe at all iymcs in fuche a readyneSj that when warninge Jball 
:*' he given unto them from the Officers above ihem^ they and every 
^ oftbemjhalt^ accordinge to tht fame^ repair c to the Court e^ ^nd 
^^ give fucbe attendaunee for the tyme as fiall be appointed unta 
*« them ufinge for that feafone^ be it in tberrt Quarter or otber^ 
^ wife J no leffe deligence then they doe at the prefenty as appts^n-- 
•^ ethe »•" 

We have but very traniient views of the Band in this reigii' 
after the period laft mentioned, except that the Gentlemen feemi 
to have attended the King on a!! occafions, in the mUitary as 
well as the civH fine« Thus, according to lord Herbert, ihey 
eicortcd his Ms^efty at bis Grand Entrie into Boulogne^ after it 
was taken (r 544), with the EarlofEffex at their head +. Ano* 
ther writer, Strype [Memorials,. VoL IL p. 1 1 5} likewifc tcUs* 
us that they were with the King at the 6ege of that city,, to 
the uuniber of Two HnHdred^ iticluding a retinue of Thrn to 
each Pbnsioner^ all mounted *^ on barded:|: horfes^ in one 

« Sdt 

* Bibl. Hart. N. 6142. 

t William Parr, Earl of £irv:x, afterwards Marquis of Northampton^ who^ it 
it prcfumablc, fucceedcd Sir Anthony Browne in the command, when he was^ 
made Mailer of the Horfr^ 1540* This new Earl of Efiex was in very high 
cftimation with the King^ who lud married his iifier, ftrengthencd by the Earl'l* 
own marriage with his Majefty*s fecond coufin^ the fole daughter and heirels of 
Henry Bourchier,. late Earl of £fl*ex. 

\ By Bardtd horfes^ I underftand horfes- fully armed:, on their Faces, Manes^ 
. and Chefts, and otherwife caparlfoned^ from the French Verb Border^ which,, 
according to the gloiTarifts, fignifics to accoutre a War-Horfe, [See Cot- 
• grave, Richlel* &c.] Pieces of tfiis fort of Armour are ftill to be feen in the 
Tower of London, The words Bard^ and Barbed are often ufed as fynonymous 
terms, though they, perhaps, have their diftinAions: — Thus, in a Diary of 
the Siege of Boulogne, written at the time. [Vid. Rymcr's Focdcra, Tom, XV.J 

the 
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*' Suit of /?^^ and Teilow Damaflc, the Bards of their horfes, and 
*' Plumes of Feathers, being of the fame colours*." 

We are now brought, Sir, very near to the demifc of the 
Inftitutor of the Band ; but I cannot difmifs this reign without 
troubling you with a Lift of the Gentlemen (as it ftood at the 
time when the Eltham Statutes were made, in the year 15:16), 
the major part of whom were probably the original appointees. 
In this roll will be found the names of many refpedablet per* 
fons, who either were Cadets of Families then of confiderable 
account, or were themfelves the Heads of Families afterwards 
ennobled. 

A Lift of the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners, as found 
in the Statutes made at Eltham^ in the 1 7th year of King 
Henry VIIL A. D. 1526+, viz. 
Sir Humphrey Ratcltff\ Edmund Brydges\ 

Thomas AJlley^ Edward Earle^ 

Thomas Avery ^ Edmund Horne^ 

Thomas Butler j Edmund Harvey 9 

Thomas Palmer j William Fullwood^ 

Henry Jerningbam Edward Grim/ion^ 

Henry Markham^ Edward Vaughan^ 

Edward Hajiings^ Humphrey Conijhy^ 

the ^horfes of the principal nobility attending the King on his departure from 
Calais, arc dcfcribcd to have been " Barbed with Cloth of Gold.*' The rtpre- 
fentation of a Horfe thus caparifoned, both barded and barbed (if there it a dif* 
ference), may be feen in one of the plates of the Maneige Royal de Monf. de 
Pluvinel, printed at Paris, 1623. 

* Red and Teilow are the true Royal Colours ; but Red and Blue^ though they 
have been lung adopted, I apprehend, (if I may be allowed the liberty of the re- 
mark) are fubjeft to the charge of falfe Heraldry. Many other combinations of 
colours in Regimentals are liable to the fame imputation«*but diftinAion has ren- 
dered them neceflary. 

t Tranfcribed from a copy in the Lord Chamberlain*s Office, 

D 2 John 
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John Wing f eld, 
John Grejhamj 
jfobn Portmary 
John Bannijltr 
John Pajion^ 
Jaques Granado^ 
John Sondes J 
Robert Longy 
Richard Tyrrell^ 
William Blunts 
William Palmer^ 
William Keylwey^ 
William Skifwithy 
William Ellerker, 

William Bonham^ 
Walter Bonbam^ 

William Francis^ 

William Betts^ 

Francis KnowlySy 

Gawen Carey j 

George Pollard, 

Giles Poole J 
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Anthony Digby^ 
John Conway J 
Cbriflopher Sackville, 
Chrijlopher Litcott^ 
Charles Herbert ^ 
Nicholas Wadham, 
Peter Carew^ 
Simon Digbyj 
Stephen AdamSj 
Francis Hacke^ 
Robert Stafford^ 
Nicholas Arnold^ 46/. 1 3^. 4^ 
eacb^ 



Clk. or THE Cheque, 
[William Birch,] 

Harbinger, [John 
More,] 

The CAPTAfN, 

The LiEUTr.vANT, 

Tlie Standard- 
Bearbr, 



1 jfi Pounds 

\ 18 Pounds 

200 Marls 
100 Pounds 

\ 100 Marks 



It would be a fruitlcfs labour to attempt to preferve fuccef- 
fional lifts of the Gentlemen of the Bandj or of the fubaltern 
Officers i but the names and titles of fuch of the Captains, 
as I have been able to colled with authority, are iniertcd iiv 
the Appendix N^ I. 
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. Ill the Reign of K. Edwa rd the Sixth, Sir, we find frequent 
and familiar mention of the Band^ even by the King himfelf^ 
in his Journah The firft appearance of the Pensioners was, 
as it is natural to fuppofe, in proceflion from the Tower to 
Weftminfter, on the day preceding the Coronation, when 
** The Pensioners and Men oi Armes^ with their Pok-Axes^ 
** went on either fide the way on foote*." By this arrangement 
they were placed longitudinally, at proper difl:a:nces, fo that, 
as appears from the ceremonial, the King was as nearly as might 
be in the centre of his Band of Pensioners. On the day of 
the Coronation the King landed in the morning at the Privy 
Stairs, where again we find the ** Pensioners apparelled all 
** in red Damajkej with their Pole- Axes in their hands:" and in 
the Proceflion to the Abbey they followed the Peers in the rear, 
immediately before thtTeowen of the Guard -f. 

In this and the following Reign, though both of them were 
io (hort, we (hall find the Band in an aftive line at home, and 
not immaterially concerned in times of inquietude, when the 
Sovereign was alarmed by impending danger. The next View 
we have of it is in a Grand Muller of all the Bands retained in 
the King*s fervice, which I Ihall prefently give at large, partly 
from the King's Journal, but principally from a more enlarged 
account, once in the Cottonian Library J. 

. It was the cuftom of thofe times for mod of the Great Of- 
ficers to have Bands of M:n of Arms ^ horfcd, and in Armour,, 
who occafionally muftered before the King, together with the 

♦ Leland's Collectanea-, Vol. IV. p. 312. 

t- Idem, pp. 322. 324. 

J Vitcllius, F. 5. printed in Strync's Memorial?, Vol-. II. p. 250. [The 
MS. was dcftroyed by the fire, and therefore this prefcrvaiion is of more value.], 
The King's Journal is priircd in Eifliop J>urnct\ [Jiftory of the Refnrmation, 
Vol. IL The Autcgynj^b may be ken in ilic Couoiiian Libiai y. Nero. C. X. 

Bana 
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Band of Pensioners. The King*s Band muftered under the 
Royal Banner *, and the reft under the Banner of their refpec- 
tivc Commanders. Thefe the King calls in his Journal Gen- 
darmes^ when he fpeaks of them feparately ; and colleftively, the 
Gendtirmerle. The general Mufter I have mentioned took place 
in the year 1551, of which the following account is given by 
Stry pe +. 

" The Ki>iG was now minded to fee his (landing Forces, 
" Horfe and Foot, mufter before him ; and the rather that he 
^ might be in a readinefs in c^fe any Rifing might happen, as 
«^ was apprehended by the difcontented Duke of Somerfet and 
*• his party. So there were letters written and dircfted to cer- 
*« tain of the Chief Officers of the Army to have the Gendar^ 
** mory and Bands of Horfemtn^ which were appointed there n\ 
«* a readinefs to be feen by his Majefty* And a letter was dif- 
** patched to the Marquis of Northampton^ Captain of the 
<« Band of Pensioners, to have the Band appointed him in 
«* a readinefs with all the Pensioners and Men of Arms 
*^ attending on the Court. 

^ In Hyde Park was then a great Mufter in the King's Pre* 
^^ fence after this manner* Firft came the King's Trum* 
•* peters— Then, 

* In a MS. account of the Payments made to fundiy Officers of Houfliold in 
the 6th year of K. Edw. VI. 1 meet with a Standard'Beartr with a Salary of ioo4 
per annum, and a Bantur- Bearer ^ with 40/. per annum. The like Officers are 
found in the eftablifliment of K. Jamet I. in Off. Arm. 

f Memorials, V. II. p« 284r It is mentioned in Stowe^s Chronicle, as is ano- 
ther Mufter in the year following ; wherein, by the way, he gives the number 
ofPenfioners at 150, meaning, no doubt, to include their Retinuej^ for be de* 
fcribes each Penfioner as having two Great Horfet and a Gelding* 

a « The 



** The Lord Bray, in gilt Harnefs, Captain of the 
•* Pensioners and a Gnat Banner of the King*s Arnu^.^-^ 
^ Then/ 

** All the Pensioners in complete Harnejsy and great ar- 
^ ray in ^A//^ and Blacky five and five in a Rank ; and after 
^ them came their fervants^ in number an Hundred^ with 
** Great Hdrfes and Harnejs^ in ^i&//^ and Blacky with Spears. 

•^ The fecond Company was kd by^ 
^ The Lord Trie:a surer % being an Hundred Men of 
** jlrm^^ with broidered Coats, Red and White, with Spears : 
^' his Standard a Falcon of Gold* 

" The third Company belonged ta 
•^ The Duke of Northumberland ^^ being an Hundred 
^' Men of Armsy in Velvet Embroidery, with Trumpeters: 
^ his Standard a Lion crowned and ragged [raguled] Staffl 

" The fourth Captain was^ 
^ TheLoBDMAKQuis of Northampton 3, vfith an Hun^- 
^ dred Men of ArmSj in Yellow and Black ; Spears, Penfils, 
** and Trumpeters : his Standard the Maideu's Head,. 

'*- The 

* He (hould rather be called' Commander of the Pcnjtbmrsj as being only LiKU* 
7EKANT oixh&Band: for ic has appeared that the Marquis of Northamp- 
ton was the Captain, though, on this occaiion, he muftered as Lord High 
Chamberlain with an Hundred Men of Arrm in Yellow and Black (his armo- 
rial Colours) under his own flandard. The Command of the Pcnjioners there- 
fore devolved upon the Lieutenant Lord Bray- 

' William Pawlety Marquis of Wincheftcr. [Dugd. Bar.] 

* John Dudley, Lord High Admiral, Steward of the Houflaold^ &c. [Dugd- 
Bar.] 

^ Tf^iIUam Parr, Lord High Chamberlain, &c. The fortunes of this Noble-' 

maa 
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The fifth [wasj 
" The Earl of Bedford 4, with an Hundred Men of Armi 
«• in Red and White ; his Standard a Goat, White : a Truni- 
'* peter, Penfils, and Spears. 

«* The llxth [was] 
** The Earl of Rutland s, with an Hundred Men of 
<* Arms, in Yellow and Blue ; his Standard a Peacock, and Pen- 
" fils. 

man were fingularly unequal. From a private gentleman he had arifen to 
uncommon honours, by virtue of his filler's marriage with King Henry 
the Eighth. His firft Office was no greater than that of an Efquire of the 
Body to King Henry : he was afterwards created Baron Parr, and Earl of 
ElTtx, (as we have feen him at the iiegc of Boulogne) and eleAed a Knight 
of the Garter. In the firft year of King Edward the Sixth, we find him Mar- 
quis of Northampton, Captain of the Band of Penjtoners \ and in the King's 
fourth year Lord Great Chamberlain (for life) on the furrender of the Earl of 
-Warwick. [Dugdale's Baronage.] Thefe accumulatad Honours and Offices did 
not laft long ; for on the King's demife, his Lordlhip unfortunately efpoufiog 
the clairii of Lady Jane Grey, jointly with the Duke of Northumberland, in op- 
poGtion to Qiieen Mary, was attamted; deprived of all his Offices, and his 
Eftate ; degraJed from the Order of the Garter \ and reduced to the humble rank 
of William Parr, Efq. Notwith dan ding all thefe deprivations, he was redored 
in b*ood by Queen Mary, and by Queen Elizabeth re-created into his fornier 
Honours ; re-ele£lcd a Knight of die Garter, and inftalled a fecond time. At D» 
1559. [ Anftis^s Rcgifter of the Garter.] 

* John RuJJcl, Keeper of the Privy-Seal. [Godwin's Annals, and the King's 
Journal.] 

^ Henry Manners, Warden of the Eaft and Middle Marches towards Scodand. 
[Dugd. Bar.] 
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<< The Seventh [was] • ■' 

^* The Ea^l.pF HuNTiNGDtiN S \vii\u, Fifty, Men- of Jrmer;, 

^^ in Blue ; Spears^. . Standard, and Penfils: his Standftrd^ 

*< Manche^ 



4€ 



The eighth {was] ; - 

" The Earl of Pembroke-?, an Hundred Men of Armest 
-** his Standard the Green Dragon. 

« The ninth {w^] 
*' The Lord Cobham ', with F///)r Afr» of ArmtSi in Black 
^ and White : his Standard the Saracen*s Head. * 

\ *« The tenth [was] 

" The Lord Chamberlain s with Fifty Men ef Armes^ 
^ Coats of White and Red, and Spears : their Coats in Broi-^ 
<^ dery, Pen£ls, his Standard the iMaiden^s Body. 

« • 

** The eleventh [was] 
^* Mn Treasurer Cheyney '% with an Hundred Men of 

m 

^Francis Hidings {kcond Earl of Huntingdon), a Privy Counfelloraad Knight 
of the Garter. He was employed in a military chara£ter in the 4th of Edw* VL 
^gainft the. French. [Dugdale's Bar.] I do not obferve that he had then any greaC 
j>oft at home. ^ ' 

7 ^////W flir*^, Mafter of thcHorfc. [Dogdalc** Bar.]^ 

* Gforgg Brooke^ Lord Cobham. [Diigad^s Bar.] He does not appear to have 
then had any Office of importance* 

9 Thomas ITArcy^ Lol-d D^Arcy^ of Chiche. [King Edward's Journal, fub 
anno 2550. Vid. alfo^ A^is^ Reg« of the Garter.] Dtigdale does aot mention 
him as Lord Chamberlain. 

*^ Sir Thomas Cheyney^ Knight of the Garter, Trcafurer of the HoiifhoUl. 
« [Dugdalc^s Bar.] 

E ^' Armes^ 
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•^ Armes, all Black, SpearSf and Peufils^ befides Carers:: fds^ 
*«i Standard the Rofe in the Sua ♦/* 

The Kmg, Sir^ feems toliave received much- falisfeftibn from 
the appearance made by his Band of Pensioners and their Re- 
linue on this occafion r for, to give yori his own words, he de- 
fcribes thenLto have been ^ well armed men; fbme with Fea- 
^ tbersj Staves and Penfils of thw Colours; fome witb Sleeves 
^ and Half Coats; fome with Bards and" Staves,. &c/' This want 
ef tittiformity may rather ftrike us at preiibnr, though I prefume 
it was ail ixmnateriaL circumfiaoce at the time.. The King then;^ 
adds, that <* the horles [were], all fair aod greats the word 
^ would not have hceii giveit for lefs than Twenty Pounds : there- 
^ was [were} none under fourteen handfuJl and a half the mofb 
^ part, and almo£^ all the Hqrfes with, their Guider f gping be- 

^ Thore !•> fome Yariatioti in tbe miml >c ii at flmnmrijy mentioned in the 
KingV Journal,, and the Earl of Bedford is omitted. Though I have termed the* 
Band of PtssionnKs- dcmi^mllikiry^ yet we may obferve, from the Rank the- 
Gentlsmen hera held among the ffandmg forces, that they were confidered" 
as tBe prime of the army* Sb* P.. Daniel; fpeaktng of' TBt Mandred* Gtntltmem' 
(the Bed de Cdrlrin) fays-^^* lis etoient le principal corps de rArm^e." [De la. 
Miiice Fnn^fe^ 11'.. p, 107^] 

• t Gr«r/ Ncrjts were at that tioK cMed^ Dhxters^ fiwn the French Df^riers^ 
being 1^ to the field by aifervanl (the Gtuder), with his Riiht Hamd. [Vid. Me- 
flioircs fur Tancienne Chevalerir, par Monf^d^ Sie« Palaye, torn. L p. 21.] Hra 
words^are, fpeaking of War-boAfes, that they: were, led-^^^ Par des Ecuyers qut 
<* les tsnoicnt I leur droite d^ou 00 les a appcUes Df/kimrs ?** But the expreffiou is 
flill more explicit in a note on this paiTage, where it is- (aid, the Efquire who» 
led the Knight's hocfe— *' Menoit fon Bufiritr en D^ln.** In more modern ac« 
counu (of the laft century, for inftance) I find them called CbevauxM Maiti^ wdA\ 
the leaders ftyled Fklfrcniers.^[V\i^ Coufes de Tcftcs ctdc Bague,,Paris, 1670.I 
The ILatia word is DixsrxtriU 

^ fore- 
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<^ -fore them. They paffed twice about St. James's Field, and 
** compafled it round and fo departed */' 

Thefe Mufters had their ufe in home-fervice occafionally, in 
defending marches, oppofing infurreftions, &c. and the prime' 
Nobility were thereby inured to the exercife of Arms. Some- 
times the Bands performed mock fights and ficges, of which 
the King, in bis Journal, mentions one in his fecond year, 
where thirty Gentlemen defended a fbrtrefs at Greenwich againft 
an hundred aflailahts. Befides thefe, juds and tournaments, 
running, (hooting, &c. were in frequent ufe, wherein this 
young and a£tive Monarch (who may in his time be properly 
fly led Princeps Juventutis) bore a part, as he tells us himfel£ 
*« A Challenge,'* fays the King +, «« was made by Afr, that/, 
*< with Sixteen of my Chamber, (hould Run at Baft J, Sboot^ 
** and Run at the Ring §, with any Seventeen of my Servants^ 
" Gentlemen in the Court.** Among thofe who entered the 
Li (Is againft the King, it is natural to fuppofe there would bp 
feveral of the younger and mod adive of the Band of GK:^^ 
TLEMEN p£NSTON|:Rs, as men trained to athletic Exerciles, 
glad to fignalize themfelves, and provoke the King*s notice lu 
fuch honourable encounters. Stowe 

* Jr>urotl. What wis then St. Jams's Field is now PaU-Malt, the adjacent 
ftreet?, &c. [See a View of Sujamis^s Pahce and Wt/tminfttr Ahkey^ from the 
Village of C&ir/jrf, engraved from a drawing o£ Hollar, in Ihe Antiquarian Re- 
pertory, Vol. I. facing p. 197 ] It is worth remarking, that there was fo little 
connexion between the City of LpHdom and tins Vtllage^ in the reign of Kiiig 
Henry VIII. that an Aft of Parliament was made, 1533, to mend the road be« 
tween the Strand-Crofs (where the New-Church now ftands) and Cbaring^r^fs^ 
it having become almoft impaflable. This z€t is printed in RaftalPs Statutes. 

f Journal. 

\ This Diverfion, by ibme called Trifin^Bafi^ and by others Prif§H*Bar$^ U 
ftill known in feveral parts of England. « . 

§ I muft here. Sir, beg leave to trouUe you with a long Note. As few traces 
ef diis old diverfion of Runmttg mt tin Xing now remain > I take the liberty of 

£ a drawing 
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Stowc mentions another Muftcr made at. Greenwich^ in tfic^ 
hft year ofthe King's rcigH> fa which the Journal does not ex- 

tcnd^ 

dVawkig together whirliai occarred'-to me on the fubjeA. The praftic^ is held* 
not to l)e very angient, and indeed^ from the little comparative exertion required, 
fcems rather to have fncc^cded Tilts and Tournaments, after the rage fbr perfonal: 
engagements was worn-out. It is, howcvcH-, old enough to be almofl: forgotten. 

A FFet)G)i. Writtr (Monfiour dePlmrind*) t« of epinton-tbat it was ftrft: 
9«lQpled by oSqer^' of th^ CftValry. when in gavrifon, or wheo unemployed; by 
whifk [Qeans they prc&rved their horfes in .exercife^ and themfelves in the ufe and' 
management of the Latice. The patty^. in-order to retain «vcry branch of difcip- 
line, w^8 armed at aJl points. — The horfe was pot to^iis full 'fpeed,, and tlie ring, 
"was erf a very ftnall diameter, ahd,,acoordtngtO'Mi« de Plvvinrl it iva^ no larger 
itba»a>nan*i Cfc^jy Its pofition will be d<fi:ribtd prefently,. Gallaotryy as in 
ToarAarutntSt wai^gcnenlly the cacouragemeot to this exercife;. for. our author 
tells us,., ic vyas ufual for a Lady to give a Ring of. value to be contended for by 
the candidates,, which fhe bellowed on the wmne^ with her own hand, - and fuch- 
reward has been pet Tonally conferred by ^um fherafctves. Public fdemnities 
'of vartoM forfs were the oocafitiB oihen the prafkice. war exhibited, attended with: 
4M\]ch/para4?,v:?ml it'^feemi to bt«e c^tioucd in ufe. till the. end ofthe 16th and 
tin beginning of the 17th ctntiuy, af.er which it vanilhedboth \n England and 
IB France; though I have authority to, fay, it is ufed at this-dayy.liy the Gentry, 
'in fSVltfii parts of Germany. 

To'^ave a nearer view of the pofition of the ISng^ and^be mode of Rawiiiigat 
i>,. we muft advert to fomc ofthe plates irvMr^ dc Pluvinel's work, where the 
' Rhrgi% reprefenred as pefid^nt from a kind of gibbet, b.ing fulpended from the 
fmriwtital beam by. a Spring wbi^ ;^ckM tatho touch, fo as fM>t to endanger 
therepulftof thcrhorf^fnan Mi«hift tareen Tlie^cies of Laacemade ufe of ap-- 
pears to have been adapted to the pwpofb, being fo ikndcr as to roaoiVe tbe Ring 
with eafe, and nearly -ai^ taper at thcrpoint as a (tnall fwordj T4iere is a plate 
' likewifb on an inferior fcalej which. (he\^ the p(»(nion:of,the Riag, and the at** 
titudcs ofthe parties, to be feen (tfaongfi without any deftrriptfon) [n a finail fo* 
Yio, intitled, ^^Mililarte InflrtnEKont for the Cavalrie, by J.;C. printed atCam- 

bridge, 

^ *" Flrft Equerry and Riiiiog-Maftcr to Louis X^U.jukI wiia paUiibcd^a4V(lrk on HoifcqaMfl^p,. 
.with Pittas, imit led, ■LeMM0§eR<i)^l.£Parh« x6^}^ r ' • 

f F(om the drawing givco by Mr. d& riuvuMd«..4t appears liowcvq^ to have a diamftter of two ■ 
bche; at lealL * • • ■ ^ 



y 
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fend, wFiere the Captain of the Penjioners (the Marquis of 
Northampton) muftcred agaui as High Chamberlain ; and 

the 

9 

** briJg-, 1632." [Page 36]. One of the horfcmcn there reprefertcci (of which 
there arc three) is running to take up a Glove from the ground on the point of 
his Spear, which will explain what occurs prefently, 1 he Glovr, I prcfume, 
wa3 thrown down by a Lady. 

There was a magnrficent jRivnififf^ at the Ring held at Pari-, by Louis XIV. 
(1662), but nothing is to be difcerned frop it for our facisfaflion, except that 
the QuBEN herfelf delivered die Reward, a Diamond Ritj^^ to the Winner, the 
principal objedis for our preleixt obfecvations being obfcured by the multiplicity of 
Figures In the Plate*. 

As to th^ rules generally adhered to in this exercife, I have found tliem no 
wherj except in a very obfcure pamphlet now before mc-, containing the ceremo- 
nial of the Baptlfm of Henry Prince of Wa!es,. performed at Ed nburgh, A. 1). 
1594} and of the public entertainments^ coQfeqoent upon ii \. 1 give the words 
as I find them^ 

** Every lackte carryifig in hit hand his Maiftier's Latince, they began their 
" paftime by Rtmning at the Ring and Glove \. \ the Laws whereof were thcfc :^ 

" 1. That a'l the perfons of this paftime compearo maflced, and in fuch Order as 
'^ tdey come iiUD.tlie Field,' fo to run out a'l' their courfes. 

' ** 2. That-nonoufe anyother Ring but that which is put up: and ufe no other 
•* LaoBce but that which ihcy have brought for themfclvcs. 

** 3. He that /?y/cv touches tHc Ring^ cr ftii^ it, winneth as muche [as] if he 
** carried away the Ring [[. 

** 4. He that lets-.hisLaunce fall out of bis hand is deprived of all the reft of his 
" courfcs. 

^ • •• The account of this Gcrenopntalf' for Td Iciiuy be called, with' very fine Engratings, was pub- 
lilbcd at Talis, 1670, of whicli there is a good impreAun in the Britiih Mufcuqu. ^ 

t This account was firft printed at London, 1603, (Duodecimo) and afterwards reprinted at 
Edinburgh, 1O87.. Dr. Birch feeuw to have been ignorant of this publication. 

I Sec above. 

Ij/riiis fccros to have been either a previous article by co ^fcnt, or confoinrtahle to the cuOora of 
the country, as, in the account given by King Edward, it did not reckon j for wc arc told in t'.ic 
JouinaJ, that his Majcfty's party touched the Ring often, •• wliich was counted as notlung." 

5.. That 
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tiie I^ortl Bray (the LieuUnanf) had the canimand of the Pen^ 
fmicrs. Other limilar macters occur iu different authors, iK)t worth 
infi fling upon. 

Thtl'e private Companies of Band^Men^ as the King calls 
them, leem to have been, for the moft part, provided for, ia 
point of expeiu:e, hy the King ; though the men were to be 
found by the Captain, and evidently were difpofed of according 
to his Majefty*6 pleadire. Thus, from the King's Journal, it 
appears^ that the Band which the Duke of Somerfet had, was^ 
after lus attainder, appointed to the Duke of Suffolk. The 
Duke of Northumberland having under him an Hundred Men 
of Arms, and an Hundred Light Hor(e» refigned Fifty Men of 



*^ 5. That every one run with loofe rein«, and wtth as much ipeed as his korfe 
« hath. 

*< 6. That nor>e after hit Rice, in .vp-takingof his Korfe, lay bis Launoe upon 
*^ his Ihoulder, under Che pain of lofleof chat which he hath done in his 
•* courfe. 

*' 7« He that canrtcth not his Launce under his arme, loietli his oourfe. 

** 8* That none, «ndl his Hjree courfes be «nded, chaungc his borfe, if be be 
*^ not hurt, or upon fooie othir coafideration mored tochaunge him.** 
The fcfiilt on this ooca(k>n waa, that, ^' Proof being made, the Vidory iell to 
^ the Duke of Lennox, who bringing it [the Ring I prefume] to his Side and 
'< Partie, had the Praife and Prize adjudged to himrdf." The Reward is de- 
ficribed to have been ^^ a fair and rich Ring of Diamonds^** given by the Queem. 

I finifih this Note by obf^rviflg, from King Edward*s account, how difficult it 
wasifo carry the Prize ; for his Magefly tells us, that in Om Hundred and Twintj 
CoMTfes the RiMg was taken but Ibrce times *. 

♦ Sec the £Ling*f Journal^ p. »4* 

Arms 
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Arms to his fbn the Earl of Warwick ^. Again, when the Earl 
of Pembroke quitted the office of Mafter of the Horfc, he like- 
wife gave up Fifty of his Msn of Arms, as being a command 
under the King^ which were equally divided between Sir Plii- 
Jip Hobbey and Sir John Gates + : the refl the Earl keft, as 
being his own licenced retainers ;[• 

As the formation of thefe bodies was at the pleafure of the 
Kmg^ by letters from tlie CounciUBoard, fo was their diflblu:* 
tion. The King tells us, in his Journal^ that it was agreed (in 
Council, I prefume, from whence every public ad, exclufivc 
of the Parliament, iflued) that " the Bands of Men of Arms 
^ appointed ta Mr. Sidney,. Mr*. Vicc-Chambcrlain [Sir John 

* JournaL f Jou naf. 

I Though tlie raifing tbcfe Bands lay upon their Captaina nfpe£turely:; yet 
the Pay for them did net commence till tlie Corps was completed*. Thus it ap« 
pears in the 2iil year of King Henry VI. that Ibme Lord (not mentioned by 
name), who had deGred to have wages advanced to him before he made his Muf- 
ter, was anfwered by the Privy Council, thar** In the King's time that dead j<, nei« 
^ ther my Lord. o£ Bedford §, neither my Lord o£ Gloucofter §.> never bc*giin 
^* of their wages for them of their retinues, unto [untill] the time that they 
** had made their whole maftcrs.** We may. obfer^e how rigid the Counc.l was 
lA this refpc£lfro.Ti what follows, viz.: — " and my Lord of Gloucefter, for lack of 
*^ txvo iSpears o£ his retinue, wa» not allowed.'* fBibl. narK No. 8i.] In 
'ttiefe common Bands, as they were ftyled, great abufes were found in the 
reign of King Edward VL [Strype'i Mi^moriats, Vol. IL p. 148.] As to what 
Wje now call Regiments^ the)^ feem to have been adopted by us from France, 
wl.ere they were firft eft^ablifhed in the Reign of Charles the Ninth, about the 
jear X569, [Perc Daniel,. Hift* de France]. The French hercio probably followed^. 
ilic Spaniards, for the term isSpanifli— wR>f/w/V«/p. 

J Both of them Bi others to King Ifciii v V. 

«■«» Giites]^ 



40 "The King's Honourable Band 

** Gates], Mr. Hobbcy, and Mr. Sadler, fliould not be far** 
*« niflicd, but left ofFV 

That thefe Bands were profitable as well as honourable to ihtf 
Captain, is teftified by Sir Robert Cary (afterwards Earl of 
Monmouth) who had a command upon the Middle March of 
Scotland under Queen Elizabeth, and laments, th^it od the accef-^ 
fion of King James, he loft the Pay of Forty Horfe which the 
Queen had given him. Thefe Horfcmen he had before de- ; 
fcribed to be for the moft part the Servants of his Houfbold, 
which, to life his own words, were *« Gentlemcns Sons in tho 
*' country, and Younger Brotliers of good Rank +/* 

In the higgler Line, of which we haire been fpcaking, the 

Men of Arms were proportionably of greater Quality, viz. the 

Younger Sons of the Nobility, of Bannerets, &c. It was at 

this period an honour and no indignity for the young Nobility 

to be enrolled under another gallant Commander, though of 

inferior rank ; and we are told that when King Henry VIIL 

had acquired reputation in his firfl: war, and took the part of 

Spain againfl Liouis XII. King of France, the Emperor Maxi* 

milian L did not difdaiu to ierve lander the King \. To return^ 

Sir,. 

-* Journal.^ Mr.^r Majier was, at tliat lime, often applied to Knights zi wcTt 
zsCentlemen i for hereby arc meant Sir Henry Sidney— Sir Philip Hobbey — and! 
^ir Ralph Sadler, the lad of whom was at that time a Knight-Banneret, as ap- 
pears frem the preceding part of the King's Journal. 

f Memoirs^ p. 113. From hence it (hould fcem that thefe Cadets were merely 
cxpedaAts, and Icrved without pay. Sir Robert farther infinuates that th^ 
difcharge of this Troop would be no inconliderable faving to the Crown. Iir 
faft, there was no occaiion for fuch Forces on the Marches, after the Union of 
the Two Crowns. 

J Burnet's Hiftory of the Reformation. The Emperor and a1l his Band wore 

the Crofs of St Ge^g^ and the Union Rofe on their breafts, [Vid<, Mich« Drayton** 

3 Heroical 
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Sir, to the King's Band of Gentlemen Pensioners. Wc 
have juft now feen them drawn out among the Gendarmerie^ 
and in the Field under the King's Banner^ and had it not been 
for the timely difcovery of the Duke of Somerfet's Confpiracy 
we fliould have found them in aAion ; for it was one part of 
Somerfet's traitergus intentions to have attacked the whole 
Gendarmerie^ on a Mufter-day, with two thoufand Footmen 
belonging to Sir Henry Vane, and with an Hundred of his own 
Horfemen, befides others in his intered, who were to have at 
firft appeared in the Field as (imple fped^ators of the Muder, 
This was confeiled by Sir Thomas Palmer, one of the Confpi- 
raters ^. The intention was bloody ; for the King fays, << the 
«< Duke intended no quarter, and that all the Horie of the Gen^ 
** darmerie were to have been flain +." Sir Henry Vane's part 
in this intended mafiacre very deiervedly coft bim his life. 

We will now. Sir, revert to the Bakd ip a more quiet hour. 
When the Q. Dowager of Scotland, pafling from France thither 
(1550) was driven by a ftorm into Portiinouth, and had deter* 
mined to proceed by land, (he took the opportunity of vifitix^ 
King Edward, and was received at Hampton-Court by many 
of the Nobility of both (exes, and by all the Pensioners with 
their Captain and Lieutenant. At her departure (he was 
likewife elcorted to the extremity of the City of London by the 
Pensioners among many others, and was there received by 
the Gentlemen of the county of Middlefex %. 

The 

Heroksl Epiftlet, fbl. 8i.b.}— -Tbe Emperor wau^ indeed, a Knight of the 
Ganer:— but the compliment lay in his wearing the latter Badge in addition to 
f^fwnur^ and obliging hit men to wear them h9th. 

♦ Journal, 
f Journal. 

\ Journal* The Band wat likewife occafionally employed in Ricipismts of 

Fcricas inferior to Royalty ; for antecedent to this ( 1549) when the Comtt d'An« 

F guen 
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The uext occafion, Sir, when we fee the Band, is hi a pro- 
grefs made by the King, in the year i55i» when we learn 
from his Majefty's Journal, that on the i6th of May, a 

Mufter was made of all the Men of Arms {yvxth fome excep- 
tion's) and aUo of all the p£>fiioNERs, for the purpofe of 
draughting a certain number out of each Band for' an Efcorte. 
The progrefs was long,* and took up more than two months. 
The King tells us what nufnber of each Band was appointed to 
attend him : but as no draught was made out of the King's 
own 5^/2^ (the Pensioners) it is prefumable the whole went 
on that fervice. The Kmg, however, had not beeli out a 
month beifore it was necdlary to lelftn his train, and it was 
"accorditigly reduced to an Hundred and Fifty men, pickedout of 
all the Bands. The King' eftimates the Reiinue to have con- 
fided of near Four Thoufand Horfe, which, fays he, *< were 
*• enough to' eat up the country, for there wtis little meadow 
** or hay^ all thfe way as I went*.'* This, Sir/ is the laft view 
*6fthem, as fariri cah' difcern, during this| RJsl'gln, by -wfcich, 
'lifmvever, we finditftey had- cncreafcd in the mitfft>eP*of their 
- 'attendants By the King's account: aiid Sfbwe iikcwifc informs 
tis that they had each of thiem Two Great Horfes ahd TcGeMingi 
Whereas,* when we lart fawthfem in the late Rfeign, each Pen- 

Jihn$r Irad only two Great HbrifeS' or optioriilly'dii^ Greaf Horfc 
>nd a Gelding^. During the greater part of this ReigB William 

Parr J Marquis of- Northampton appedrg,* fronl 'the Kiiig-^ Jour- 

• hal, to have been Captain of the Band; and from a MS. lift 

. of Queen Mary's Houfliold in the Library of your Society, I 

guien, and others of the French Nobility, arrived in England, t^ey were re- 
ceived at Black- Heath by Lords deputed by the King, and among the. reft by 
Lord Bray, at the head of the Fenjimers. [Journal.] 

• Journal. . t. ' * rf 1 . 

- * t Stowe's Chronicle. . *'\ 

obfervc 
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obferve^ he held it till his attainder^ which took place in a few 
weeks after the Qu^h's.accefljon : but whether he refumed the 
command after he was reftored in bloody and re*eftablifhed in 
his honours, I do not learn *. V. ^ 

We have already feen that the Marquis of Northampton^ 
though he was Captain of the Gentlemen Pensioners, had 
another Btf«^ allotted to him, as Lord Great (or High) Cham^ 
berlairiy in favour of which laft, (for fo I interpret what follows, 
and not as extending indifccimin^tely to all the Band«|iien, who 
were very numerous) his Lordftip prociired this Order of 
Council. 

** In Council at Greenwich, May 11, 1550. 

*' . Upon .motion made by the Lord Great Cbamberlainy it was 
**, agreed, that from henceforth the Gentlemen at Arms (hould 
*< be placed fucceflively in the Pensioners rooms at every 
^< avoidance, and fo give, attendance on his Lord/hip as their 
^' Captain t- 

The arrangement of the Band, Sir, in Queen Mary's 
Reign differed very little from what it had been in her bro- 
ther's, except that I find, from the above MS. that the Cap- 
tain, ^Y^^'^'^^ -P^''''» Marquis of Northampton) had a Table ^ 
at which it is probable the Lieutenant, (Lord Bray) and 
the Standard-BeareI^ (Sir William Stafford) dined J. In the 

next' 

* The Qyccn acceded to the Throne, July 6, 15S3. — The Marquis was com- 
mitted tathe Tower July 26, and tried Auguft 18. He died 157 1. 
t Regifter Books of the Council-Office. 

\ Thefe appear to have been the Officers belonging to t\it Band in the laft men- 
^oned manufcript. The names of the Gintlemtn are there likewife.given, which 
it is not ncceflary to repeat. Many occur that we have feen in the year 1526: 
but as this Roll was jxiade immediately on the Queen's Acceffion,. it may ratker 
be confidered as a lift of K. £dvvard*s Band than of her own. What changes might 

F Ji , take 
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next Reign we (lull find Tables^ not only for the Officers^ but 
for fuch of the Pensioners as were upon duty ; for we have 
already feen they now waited ^arterly in equal divifions of half 

the Band at a time. 

The number at this period was the fame as it had thitherto 
been — viz. Fifty \ of whom the Three firft were Knights *. The 
Pay of the Officers doe$ not appear from the preceding Roll ; 
but the Stipend of the Pensioners was46A i^s. 4^. each, except 
that one of them (Thomas Aftley) had an allowance of 100 
Marks, (66/. 13/. 4^.) for which no fatisfa^tory reafon oc- 
curs. 

To proceed chronologically — ^The firft View we have of the 
Band in this Reign, when upon duty, is in an account of the 
QuEEN^s Proceflion from the Tower to Weftminfter, on the 
^ay preceding the Coronation (a cnftomary previous part of the 
folemnity in thofe times) left by an Italian anmiymous writer^ 
cited by Mr» Gough in his Edition of Perlin*s Defcription of Eng- 
land, in the pre^ice— << On each fide of the procefiion,*^ he tells 
tis, *• went both the Gentlemen of the Axe and the Archers^ to 
** the number of 300 +.** 

But the moft confpicuous appearance the Pensioners made 
in this Reign, and indeed (if I may fay it without ofience) at 
any other period, was in the fame year (1553)1 when they wera 
of real and eflential ufe as a military body ; for on the infurrec- 

take place afterwards in this ragn, on religious motives, we do not know, though 
tt is fcmrcely |)robable that the Queen would retain any but fiicb as were finnlj 
in the Intereft of the Church of Rome, 

• See the laft-cited MS. 

t London, 17759 Quarto, p. xiii. — This muft pafs for a roand number, gWcp 
vs by a foreigner, on the ifft dhiit of hit informer ; oolefs we onderftaod the 
JrihiTi to have been a part of the Tt^mm of tbi GuarJ^ anncd with Bows, as in 
faA they were in the preceding Reigns. 

I tiou 
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tion of Sir Thomas Wyat and others, they were very a<Slivc in 
defending the Palace of Whitehall, the particulars of which 
are here given on the authority of one of the Band^ who was 
prefent, by name Edward Underbill*. 

The part they took in this affair was as follows :-^<< The 
«^ Queen, and her people at the Court, were in great con- 
*« fternation, when Wyat was come to Southwark, with 
^« his army, intending to enter London that way. The Gen- 
•• tlemen Pensioners were commanded to watch in Ar^^ 
•• mour that night, for the prefervation of the QufiEN*^ Per* 
** fon ; and they came up into iht Ckamber cf Prefence^ with 
<• their Pole Axes in their hands. Whereat the Ladies were 
«• very fearful ; fome lamenting, crying and wringing their 
*< hands, and faid Alas ! there is fome great mifchief towards us ! 
** we (hall all be deftroyed this night ! What a (ight is this to 
*• fee the Qu e en*s Chamber full oi armed Men ! the like was never 
*• fecn or heard of.'* The Band in their ufual Habits dela Cour^ 
with their Battle Axes^ was an objedt familiar to the Ladies ; 
but the panic arofe from feeing them in the fame plaee in Armour 
and on fuch an dccafion. Soon afterwards the danger encreafed^ 
and the Palace was befet by a party of the rebels from Wcftmin- 
fter, and the gates dofed. The Pensioners were then in the 
H9II, from whence they ilTued, and demanded that the gate$ 
isight be opened, faying, ** it was too much Ihame that the 
•* gates fhould be thus (hut for a few rebels — the Queen (hall 
" fee us fell down her enemies this day before her face.'* The 
Gates were then opened \ but the Queen — *^ earneftly requefted 

* Mr. Underhill was firll a Man of Jrms^ at the Siege of Boulogne, Temp, 
Hen VIII. and nfterwaruS, for his mtrrit, was made a GentUman Penfioner by that 
King, in which capacity he likewiie ferved King Edward VI. and Queen Mry. 
He was of a retpedable family, being the ibn of Thomas Undcrhili, of Honing* 
ton, in Warwicklhire, Efquire. [Strype'g Meapfiali^ Vol. II. p. 115.] 

" that 
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*« that they (the PenJionersJ would not go out of her fight,'* 
intimating that " her only truft was in them for the defence of 
*' her perfon that day." 

The Queen was in the gallery over the gate.' They then 

marched before the gallery window, " when (he fpake unto 

'' them, requiring them as they were Gentlemen in whom Jhe 

" only trujled^ that they jvould not go from that place." There 

they marched up and down for the fpace of an hour, when 

news was brought that Wyat was taken. *' Anon after," fays 

UnderhilTs narrative, *' the Guard of Pensioners were ail 

*' brought into the Queen's Prefence, and every one kiiied her 

** hand \ of whom they had great thanks and large promifcs, 

** how good (he would be unto them : but few or none of us 

** got any thing, although (he was very liberal to many 

" others that were enemies to God's Word, as few of us 
•< were*." 

The next opportunity we have of ob(erving the Band is oa 
an occafion of greater tranquillity, in the year 1556, when, on 
the 2oth of January there was a Mufter before the Queen. 
At Greenwich Park the Queen's Pensioners mufiered in 
bright Harnefs, and many barbed Horfes. Every Pensioner 
had three Men in Green Coats^ guarded with White ; fo they 
rode about the Park, three in rank, upon Hor(es, with Spears 
in their hands, the colours White and Green +. Afore rode 
Trumpeters blowing; next 2i Man oj Arms ^ bearing a ifir^;?. • 

* Sirypc*s Mcraorials, Vo!. IH. p. 89, where the above narrative is given from 
Fox*s MSS. The Queen accounted this fo grtat an efcape, that Medals were 
firuck in remembrance of it. [Evelyn's Numifmata, p.- 92.] 

t Thefc were favourite colours, and often ufcd in Badges by the Houfc of 
Tudor. [Archaeologia, Vol. VL p. 183.] A Green and White uniform was worn 
by the Ix)rd High Admiral (Clinton),and his Captains, on the reception of the 
Prince of Spain. [Strype's Memorials, Vol. IJI. p. 120.] 

dard 
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** dard of Red and re/low; in the Standard a W^Z^/Vt' Hart*, 
*• and on the one fide a B/ack Eagle uith gilded Legs-f. Be- 
*' tween Two and Three of the clock they (fame down and 
** muftered before the Queen, at the Park Gate : before the 
*' Pensioners rode nnany Gentlemen on Gennets J and light 
" Horfes, one whereof rode upon the fineft Mule\\ that ever 
•* was feen, and fo they rode to iand fro before her Majefty. 
** ,At length the Queen thanked them all for their pains, and 
^ fo they departed ; there were of the Pensioners Fifty and 
** rhore, befides their Men of Armi^^ 

In the year 1557, ^^^^^ ^^s a fim'rlar. Mufter in Hyde Park ; 
•< The Queen's Pensioners muftered in Hyde Park, and all 
" their men in Green Q\o\h2i\A White §." 

In the early part of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, Sir, 
wc do not i»eet with any material change in the Band itfelf. 
The cftabli(hmcnt, as to thp number both oijOfficers and Pen^ 
Jioners^ was the fame as it had been left by Queen Mary ; but 
tMe^ay 6f the latter feems to have been advanced to 50/. each**. 
Ai^btfhet- advantageous circumftiiance likewife occurs at foncke 
peHod hi'this reign,, viz. Diet at a Royal Table, allowed to the 
Gentfemen in Waiting, as well as to the Q^fw, though we have 

no date to fix the time of its taking place, with any de- 

.• . • ... 

* The Hart was one of the Qaeen's cognizances, for it appears upon a Stan- 
dard borne at herfoneraU [Strypc's Mem. III. 466.] 

f A part of King Pbilip'a armorial Bcaiings,- ^ the Ton of the Emperor 

Charles. V. 

J "Small Spanifli horfes. The riders were moft probably part of the Suite of 

King Philip. 

II The Spanifh Mules were at -that -time in great requeft, fo that though we 
have feen Cardinal Wolfey mounted on his Mule in the {^receding Rcign^. it muft 
not, I fear, be attribiited to his humility. 

^ Strypc*s Memorials, Vol. III. p. 444. 

** Peck's Dcfidcrata Curiofa,Vol. I. p. 59. 

4 g^^^' 
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gree of prccifion. The fa£l: itfclf is only to be collefted from 
lome articles for the government of the Band^ which will be 
produced preferffly. 

Notwithdanding the latitude of ^arierlyioaiiingj which we 
have fecn was obtained as an indulgence to the Bandy towards 
the end of the reign of King Henry VIII. by Sir Anthony 
Browne, we find the whole body in frequent attendance on her 
Majelly, both in the Court and in Progrefles : — Thus in the year 
1598^ Hentzner ioforms us hefaw the Queen go to Chapel on 
a Sunday (and it does not appear to have been a high feftival) 
when (he was ** guarded on each fide by the Gentlemen 
Pensioners, Fifty in number, with giti Baft le- Axes*.** As 
the wAole Band attended the Queen on certain occafions, when 
(be moved in domeftic (late, it, cannot be fuppofcd but that it 
cfcorted her in progrefles and other fimilar movements of the 
Courts as we find it did in a (hort excurfion made by the 
Queen (1561) into various parts of the City of London and its 
adjacencies f. A^in,* in the year 1 364, when the Queen vi* 
fited the Univerfity of Cambridge, where (he was entertained 
with literary and fcholaftic ezerci(e8, (he was e(corted to a Play 
by << All the Pensionbxi on both fides, with torch-(Uves ^/* 

* The tranflation of Hentzner'i Travels it pobllflied feparatelj *froin the 
Latin, (firft priDted together at Strtwberry-Hill), in Dodfley's Fugitive Pieces. 
Vol. IL p. 275. Hentzner, on this occafion, in the original, diftinguiihes the 
Penfionrrs by the Title of Satbllites Nobilbs, The MS* accounts of the 
Queen's Houfhold agree with this in point of number. The BanJ^ upon Sun- 
ibys and other days, when the King goes to Chapel, has now a lefpedabk part 
•f the Chapel appropriated to it. 

t Stryi>e's Annals. Vol. I. p. 269. ad. Edie« 

X Peck's Defiderau Curiofp, Vol. II. p. 267. 
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The moft fplendid appearance, however, that was made by 
the Band on fuch occa(ions, feems to have been wheiP the 
Queen honoured Henry Lord Hunfdon, her khifman, and 
Captain of the Band^ with a vifit at Hunfdon Houfe in Hert- 
ford(hire, m the year 1580*. A Painting of this proceffion, 
made by command of Lord Hunfdon himfelf, is preferved^ from 
which a Print was engraved by Vertue, and the plate, Sir, is 
how the property of your Society. In this Painting the Gen- 
tlemen of tie Band zxt drefled uniformly in Black Cloaks (of 
th? fafliion of the times) with Ruffs about their Necks, and gold 
Chains over their (boulders ; the other parts of their Drefs are 
of different colours, without any adherence to uniformity 4'» 
The Queen, by this appearance of the Band, drefled in an 
outward garment of Blacky does not ktxn to have had any re- 
gard to the colours of Green and White ^ for which both her fa- 
ther and her (ifter had fuch a predilection ; yet perhaps we may 
venture to date the Black facings of the prefent Uniform frott 
this reign, though I do not know that we ihall have any op« 

** The Queen and Henry Lord Hunfdon were maternally Coufins in the fir ft 
drgree, both being defcended from the fame Grandfather-^thusi 

.Sir Thomas Bull en, afterwards 
Earl of Wiltfhlre, 

.1 ^ 1 

Anne BuUen =p K. Hen. VIIU Mary=f=Wm. Carey 

<i^ Elizabeth. Henry, created 

Lord Hunfdon. 

^ A« the Print does not (hew the Colours of the Habits of the Band^ I 
have been favoured with thefe particulars, given from a Vfew of the original 
Painting, now in the CoUeAion of the Right Hon. Lord Digby^ at Sherborne 
Caftle^ in Dorfetfliire. 
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pdrtunitj of tracing it*. Thus much. Sir, I hare becti able 
to give you, as to the civil line of efcorte in which the 
Queen ufed the Band ; but we find (he likewife fbmetimes 
faw thena in the field, as her (ifter had done, in Muf- 
ters and martial exercifes. In the year 1 559 there was a Tilt 
performed by the Band before her Majefty, at Greenwich, on 
which occaiion Lifts were prepared in the Park, " for the 
*' Queen's Pensioners, who were to run with Spears +/* 
^gain, Sir, Stowe tells us, that on the 28th of March, 1569, 
<^ The Peufioners, well appointed in armour on horfeback, muf« 
*« tered before the Queen's Majefty in Hyde Park, befide Weft-» 
*^ minfter %:' 

Towards the clofe of this reign it appears, from fbme Ordi« 
nances for the regulation of the Band, that the Pensioners 
were all9wed a ^tfarterly-ff^aiiing in divifions, fo that only one 
third part of the Band (and that with fpecial leave of the Queek 
or the Officers) be ab&nt at a time. From thefe Articles it 19 
evident that the Gentlemen (thofe on duty at leaft) had a 
Tablcj which they never appear to have had before, in common 
with the Captain, and others their fuperior Officees, and that 
it extended both to Dinner and Supper. Thefe Orders I have in- 
ferted at large, not only to eftablifti this point, but to (hew the 
difcipline then praftifed in the Corps, and the At tendance ^ Re- 
gularityy and Obedience expe&ed from it. To thefe Articles is ad- 

* The Queen might now chufc to differ as much as pofliblc from Q. Mary» 
even in minut'se/ though fhe temporized in them while her fifler was on the 
tbronQ: for on Q. Mary's acceffion, 1553, when the Prinqefs tlizabeth came to 
tbc Coqrti her Rainue was uniformly dreffed,— <« in Green guarded with ffhite 
" Velvet, Satin, TaflFata, orCIoth, according to their Qualities." [Strypc*s Me- 
morials, Vol. III. p. 14. from the Cott. Lib. Vitellius, F.] 

f Strype*s Annals, Vol. I. p* 193. 2d £dic» 

t Chronicle. 
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^ed the duh to be taken by the Lieutenant and Standard* 
BEARER in this reign. They arc to be found, together with the 
Orders made in the timeof Sir Anthony Browne, fairly copied on 
volluiT), in the Harleian Library^ [N^ 6 142,] figned by Sir Henry 
Oraye, Lieutenant, and by another perfon (perhaps the Stan- 
dard-bearer) whofe name is written very illegiblyi and with a 
docquet, in thefe words, " This Booke agreeth with the Booke 
*' made in tlia tyme of Kyngc Hem-y th'cight €gned then with 
^' the King's owne hand, which remaineth with my Lord our 
^ Captain/' By a note in another hand-writing the Captain is 
explained to have been George the fecond Lord Hun/don^ which 
circumftance will lead us nearly to the date of this promulgation'; 
ibr he fucceeded his father Henry^ the firft Lord Hunfdon^ in the 
command of the Band, on his deceafe, 1596, and died himfelf 
in the poft 1603, very foon after the acceflion of King Jamcs# 
With a tranfcript of thefe Articles, Sir, I fhall clo(e this 
reign. 

* ■ 

■^be ARTICLES belonging to the /aid Gentxemen Pem- 

^lONERS. 

t 

J . Firft, Her Highnes pleafure and commaundment is, that as many 
ofthejaid Gentlemen Pencyoners as he, or hereafter Jball be 
ordeyned and admit ted, being not lycenced by her Majefiie^ the 
Captaine, Lieutenant, or Standard-Bearer, be in the Queene's 
Chamber of Prefence every holy day e by nyne tf the clocke in 
' the fore noone^ and every working daye by tenne of the clocke^ 
/md there to give attendaunce with their Axes, ready to knowe 
what Jhall be commaunded them by the Queenc'3 Majeftie, 
4he Captaine, Lieutenant, or Standard-bearer, 

O a 1* Item, 
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2s Item^ TbefaidGtviXXttatviVtVicyovitx^fayle not to hear t hern 
Axes, and to give attendaunce upon the Queene's Majeflic 
every fuche daye or dayes as her Grace Jhall come abroade ta 
Morninge Prayer^ the ProceJJiQn^ arOfferingey and from Mortis 
inge Prayer ; to Evenfonge^ and from Evenfonge ;, and to keepc 
the placfi where her Highoes Jball pajfe to and fro as largfi as 
the rome willferve. 

3» Item, Her Grace's commaundment is^ T^at in^ her Maje(lic*s 
progrejfe-tyme^ or in any other removinge^ or yf her Highnes 
doth ryde^ tbefaide Gentlemen Pencyoners Jhall ktepe fuche 
places as to them Jhai be appointed ^. /i6^/r Cap taioe. Lieu*' 
tenant, or Standard-bearer. 

4. Item, ^e Queen's comaundment is\ That afwell in her mojit 

Bonnorable Chamber ^ as in aU other places where her Highnes 
Jhall paffe by them^ and att their Boarde, they doe ufe honejt: 
communicacon^ with JoberneSy thht is to w//, without OatieSf , 
or any Rage in talke. 

5. Item, That all the wholeSznA ofthefaidGeutltmcn Pencyoa- 
ers, or as many of them as be refidunt within the Court e for tBe 
tyme^ doe accompany the C^^tdAnt^y Lieutenante, or Standard- > 
bearer^^w their Dyninge or SuppiDge Place to the Queene's 
mofte Honourable Chambers. 

6. Item, The Queen's further pleafure isj that evry of the faide 

Gentlemen Pencyoners fhall^ at all tymes^ be obedient and 
conformable to all fuche f^rvice as Jhall appertaine to the . 
Qucenc's Majeftie, wherein Jhe ought to be ferved by the faid 
Qentlemen, or by any of them^ afwell in her Grace's 'CA^w- 
bers as in all other places where her pleafure Jhalbe. to be ferved 
by the commaundement offuch asjhall^ for the tyme beings hav& 
au&horitye to commaund and appointe the faid Gcntkmtn Pen- 
cyoners, as all other the Queene's fer^jaunts.. 

7. Iteo^ 
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f. Item, //*/A^y2i/^ Gentlemen Pencyoncrs, oranyofihtm^ doe 
faile the dates of their appearance in the place and bowers before 
mencyoned^ then the Cbecke to be for the frji default e the lojfe 
of Three dales Wages^ and for the fecond defaulie the loffe of 
Sixe dales Wages ^ and for the third defaulte the loffe of Flf* 
teene dayes Wages. 

8. Item, Tf the fald Gentlemen^ or any of them^ falle their at^ 
tendaunce the dales of the Qiieene's Highnes removinge^ af» 
well at the takyng( of her^ horfe^ as at her light Inge ^ or be ahfent 
when her Majeftie goeth to Chappell to Morning Prayre^ Pro- 
cefjlon^ or Offeringe^ and from Morninge Prayre ; to Evenjonge^ 
and from Evenfonge ; then the Check to be Hie damages as /^ «- 
prejfed in the Article above declared.. 

^ . Item, The Queene's Majeflie's pleafure and commaundement is^ 
That every jf tbe faideGtwiltmtn Fcncyouers Jhall have his 
Axe. borne after him with a ftifficient man j. the Axe beinge 
cleane and. bright jafwell in all places out of her Grace's Courte^ 
as within the fame Courte unto fuche place or placis whereas 
[where] every Gentleman Pencyoner ought of duty to beare it 
hlmfelf uponpaine of the Queene's HigKnes d$f pleafure. 

io« Item, Where [whereasj tbe Qyeenes Majeftie's pleafure is^ 
That every of the f aid GcntletnGii Jhall have three Monthes 
libertie in the Teare of not wait Inge ^ fq they take that libertie by 
tbe appointment . and knowledge o/' A^r J||dajefty^ . /A^ Captaine, 
Lieutenante, or Standard-Bearer, or of any of them z alfq vahen 
and as many of Ahem asjhall obtayne anyjnche lycenfe^ theyjhall 
thereupon^ ere they departefrom the Courte^ give acknowledgement 
to thi Clarke of the Checke, or his Deputie^ of the tyme and 
tymes of their e f aid llcenfe^ with the returnes of the fame ^ or elfe 
ibefaid licenfe to be voyde and [they] to be checked for- theire 

flbfence^ . 

II. Itern^ . 
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II. Item, Furthermore^ her Majeftic's pleajure />, notwitbftand- 
htge any lycence given to any of the faidt Gentlemen Pcncy- 
oners by her Grace, the Captainc, Lieutenante, or Standard- 
bearer, /Atf/ /^^7&/^ Captain, Lieutenant, or Stan- 
^ dard-Bearer doe always forefee that there jhall not be abfent 
at no tymenor tymes above the third parte ofthe^zudi of the 

. faide Gentlemen Pencyoner§. 

iz. Item, ^hat evry of the faide Gentlemen Pencyoners be well 
and fufficiently provided and furnifjed of bis two Great Horfes 
for bimfelf and his fervaunte^ according to his ^ at be ^ with 
Harnefs and all other habiliments to the fame appertayninge^ to 
be read^ with the fremijfes within two dales waminge given 
unto them by tbeire Captains, Lieutenante, or Standard- 
bearer uponpaine of forfeiture oftenne dales Wages for tbefirfl 
default e^ and for thefecond default e to forfeit a months Wages ^ 
and for the third offence to he clearly exputfed and put out of the 
Rome g/'tf.,Gentleman Penconer, and to lofebis whole Starter's 
Wages* 

.13. Item, The Clarcke.of the Check, or fuche his Deputie as 
fhalbe thought fufficient by the Captaine, Lieutenant or Stan- 
dard-bearer, to admyty fhall be every daye in the Queene*s 
Grace^s Chamber ofPreJence by nyne of the Clocke before Noone^ 
there to receave the appearance of the faide Gentlemen Pen- 
coners : and alfo thefaid Clarcke, or bis Deputy ^ to be at all 
other placis ^-^'bere the faide Gentlemen fl)all be appoynted to 
give theire atiendaunce upon the Queene*s Majeftie. 

14. Item, T^he Queene's pleafure is^ That every Gentlemen Pcn- 
cyoner flmllpay to the Clarcke of the Checke, at the takinge 
of his Otbu Ten Shillings^ which the Chrke oughts of dutye 
to have \ and that isy to wittey for the givinge of every of tbe 

faide 



fafde Gent k men his Oat he Sixe Shillings and Eight Pence ^ 

and the other, three Shillings and Power Pence is for the coppye 

' of the fame Oat he to them mymfleredj as aforefaide^ and of all 

tbefe Articles to be by the faid Chrke delivered to every of the 

faide Gentlemen Pencyoners. 

The AT H E of the Lieutenante tfw^/ Standard- Bearer *. 

You Jl.all fweare to be trewe andfaithfullful^eSle and fervante 
unto our Sovereigne Lad/ Elizabeth by the Grace of God 
Qucene of England, Fraunce, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faithe, &c. in earth fupreme heade of the Churches of England 
and Ireland^ accdrding to the limitacon of the Adie nMde for the 
fiablifljment of her Highnes fuccejjion in the Crowne ymperiall of this 
her Realm of England and Ireland. And you fhall truely and dili^ 
gently give your attendaunce in the Rome ^Lieutcnaunte \or Stan- 
dard- bearer] of the Band of her Majeftie's Gentlemen Pencion- 
crs. Toufhalbe retayned to naepfone ne pfones of no degree or condi^ 
eon by Oathe^ Livery^ Badge, Promife, or otherwife^ but only to her 
Grace, withoute her efpecial licence : And ypu fhall not hereafter 
heare or knowe of any t hinge thai Jhalbe hurteful or prejudiciall to 
her mofie Royall pfone, or to her Hei?es in forme abovefaid, efptcially 
in Treafon, but you fhall wit hji and it to tb^ utter mofte of your power j 
And the fame J with all diligence to you pofftbUj reveale and difclofe 
fo the Qutenc^s Highnes, or to your C2i\)tzmQ for the tyme bemg^ or 
in his abfence to feme of her Majeftie's Priviy Councell^ or for wante 
of them to the Lieutenante of the faid Gentlemen Pencioners, or 
io fuche other as you fhall knowe will difcover the fame to her 
Grace. You floall be continewally furnifljed oj double Horfe and 
Men^ and provide that your felf and your men may be alfoe 

^ ■ a ■ 

^ Mutatis mutandis. 
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well fumlfhed with Harnejfe according to your Rome^ -to /ervt 
the Queenc*s Majeftie, in iyme of neede^ or otberwife for her 
Grace's pleafure. Toufhall truely aud diligently ^to your power ob^ 
Jerve and keepefrom this day forward all and every fuch rtafonablc 
Articles^ Rules y and Ordinaunces asjhall be dev{fed by the Queenc's 
Majeftie, and fet fortbe^ fgned with her Grace's handj for your 
better Ufage and Order. And all fuche caufes as by waye offecre- 
eye and councell Jhalbe floewed unto you by the Queene's Majeftie, 
the Captaine, or by bis Lieutenante, you fhall keepefecrete with-- 
out difcoveringe of the fame to any perfon or perfons tilt you fhalLbe 
thereunto comaunded. And alfoe you fhall make your Mufter in fuche 
Harneffe and other Habifyments of War re and upponfuch Horjfes as 
fbalbe your owne proper goodes and noneother mans. And this you 
fhall well and truely obfervt andkeepty andferve 4beQMeQtit\% High* 
nes in the faide Rome of her Majeftie*s Lieutenant [or Standard- 
bearer]y&f bejpe you God, and by the holy Contents of tbisBooke. 

The Band, Sir, in point of fpbndor and refpeffcability, feems 
to have pafted its meridian with .the Demife of the ^ueen^ as 
very foon after that event it fell into dif-efteem, owin^ to the 
partialities of .her fucceflbr, which is evident from accounts of 
unqueftionable authority. The ftate of it on the King*s ac- 
ceftlon cannot better appear than frx>m the following Let- 
ter frorti George Xord Hunfdon^ Captain of the Pensioners, 
addrefted to K. James, immediately on the Queen's death, 
and before her Obfequies were performed. We (hall there find 
ai defcription of the Band as it ftood at that period, conform- 
ably with what we have before feen in the ^een^s life-time; 
from whcHce, we may further difcern that its primary intention 
was then adhered to in Difcipline, Dignity, and in the ^ality 
of the Gentlemen themfelves, as well as that its original ap- 
pearance in Accoutrements, and other military Appendages^ was 
likewife preferved. 

6 A Let- 



^ Letter fcam ^Gfi^rgi J^ord Ifuft/4on ^fC. j4f^A(t 4^jf(M;«^,cii»e 

^ Moft mighty and itioft gracious Liege and SovereJ^n^ ^mon^ 
<♦• many other Honours au4 Outicis. whjch I do owe unto the 
^* memory of my late deceafed iSJw^r^^« this is not the leaij^ 
*« that it pleafed ter Mgjejly upon the deceaip of ;ny Lord ^x\^ 
** Father, and who alfo bnjoyed the <ame honouratpie office^ 
^* to grace mc with <he Captainship of her Band of Gbn-^^ 
^ tlemen'Fensio^em, whitih Place andlDignity I have to this 
«* prcfent^njoyed: for the further oontihuance wiiereof I hum* 
^^ ibly defire to underftand-yourMAj«STV*s direction, and with- 
'< all do think it a matter agreable to my iDuty and Allegiance 
<« -plainly and truly to inform your^AjESTY of the Tnflitution^ 
•* Nature, Quality, and Service of this Honourable 'Bh^^jy. They 
" are in all Fifty Gentlemejn, bcfides Myselj, ^he Lieute- 
^ KANT, Standard-bearer, Cl;s|ljc of the Chec)j/e, and 
^ 'Gentleman Harbinger, ctiolcn opt of the heft and anticnt- 
<< eft Families of England, and (bme of .t|iem Sons to ^ar Is ^ 
«« fiarons^Kni^btSfZudEj^ftireSyMcn therejiptOjeipeci^lly r^ppm* 
<« mended for their worthyncfs and fufficiency, without jai\y 
«* Staiq.or Taint of djflionpjir, pr diiparjgjppicnt in Blood. Her 
♦* Majefty and other Princes her pfedeceflbrs have foynd great 
«« ufe of th,eir:f«rvice, ^ well in the guard and ^kf£pi>ce Qf their 
^« ^oyal pqcfofiSt »s ^jfo in fupdry Qtb^r importaiit wnplajr* 
^^il^ents, as w^U civil »smUltary^iit,baf^ aod Abroad s info* 
!< jitficb AS it liyath f^rved l;hem 4lv«ra|i[sas >a.iuiriery to bmod up 

* T)uc Letter it priatedjA Awpe jof PNpliu^jtyqeyPcq&st-^fatM, T|b. 
1737 and 1748: buit I have nevpr bf en. able up find tite Orieioal, or aoy Qther 
CWofit. • • . : . ,. 
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•^ of Siate^ Captains of the Guards Governors of Places, and 
** Commanders in the Wars, both by Land and Sea. Withafl 
<• I cannot omit to fignify to your Majesty their Alacrity and 
** Affeftion wherewith, upon the deceafe of her Highnefs^ they 
*« did embrace your Majesty's title and caufe ; inlbmuch that,. 
** upon my motion, they did moft willingly offer themfelves 
^^ to a Urong and fettled combination, by a folemn Oath and 
«* Vow, to defend and profecute your Majesty's lawful Right 

•^ and Title by themfelves, their Friends, Allies, and Follow- 
<* ers (being no contemptible portion of this kingdom) to the 
^' lafl drop of their Blood, againft all impuguera whatfoever ; 
** with which humble and dutifull deiires of theirs to ferve 
<^ your Majesty, I thouglit it my part and duty to acquaint 
** you, and withall humbly defire to know your Majesty's 
^^ pleafure and refolution as concerning them. I have caufed 
** them, to remain all about the Court with their Horfesy Ar* 
•* mour^ and Men^ to attend the Body of our late Rayal Mtjlrefs^ 
<« and being generally all defirous to wait upon your Majesty 
*^ at your entry into this kingdom, as thofe that would be 
•• loth to be fecond to any in all obfequious and ferviceable Du- 
** ties to your.MAjESTY„ wherein I humbly defire your Ma* 
** jESTY^s further direftion^ 

^^ And ever define Almighty God, &c/*^ 

If it be neceflary^ to add to this account,, as here left us by 
the then Captain, it will onty tend to (hew that the Bani> 
loft much of its Dignity early in the reign of King James.. 
This comparative, view of it, comprized in fo very (hort a pe- 
riod, cannot be better difcovered than from the following teflr- 
ihony of John Earl oi Clare (who had been in the Band whea 
Sir John Holfcs) delivered in thefe words, by \\\s kinfman Mr. 
Gervafe Holies — " T liave heard the Eajrl of Clare fay that whea 
«* b^ was Pensioner to the Qveen,. he did not know a worfe 
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^' man of the whole Band than himfelf ; and that all the 
" world knew he had then an inheritance of 4,000/. a year, 
♦* It was the conftant cuftom of that ^Mt%^^* continues Mr. 
Halles, *' to call out of all counties in the kingdom the Gentle^ 
" men of the greateft hopes, and the beft fortune and fapiilies, 
** and with thofe to fill the more honourable Rooms f Places} 
<* of her Houthold Servants, by which (he honoured them, 
** obliged their Kindred and AUyance, and fortified Herfelf V * 

From hence we may obferve. Sir, that it was not the emo- 
lument or any lucrative motive which in that reign made gen- 
tlemen follicitous to be admitted into the Band ; but (he pure 
dignity of the poft itfelf, added to the laudable ambition of 
being employed in public characters abroad, or of filling high 
offices at home. 

Mr. Holies then goes on with fome afperity, and is more fe« 
vere upon King James and his adherents than I chufe to re« 
peat; adding that when moft of thofe rooms were filled by 
fuch incohfiderable perfons as were preferred by favourites, or 
as money introduced, the better fort of the Gcntj-y forfbolq 
the Court ; and among tlie reft Sir John Holies. The Queen's 
ftudious attachment to the external honour of her Court by the 
choice of proper officers, as well in point of perfonal appearance,, 
as in birth and education, is given us by Francis Ofborne, Efc^; 
who lived near the time of which he writes ; though it muft be 
confeiTed, that from one inftance which he mentions, the Queen, 
ieems to have carried her attention fbmetimes to a frivolous 
nicety +. ** This Princcfs," fays he, " in imitation of her Fa- 

* CoUins's Hifiorical Colledions of the families of Cavendi(h, Holies, &c«: 

p. 84. 

t Ofborne's Works, p. 374. This gentlemanflM^ijM|^A|riqMMHG|milj| 

feated at Chickfands, in Bedfordfhire, the head ofwRcui^I^prtfent Sir Gtoi^ge 
Ofborne, Bart. &c* • 

H 2 ^* ther. 
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•* ther, Hehry VIlL Si4 adtnit Otme abtwt her ttit ftijrsfftfw. 
•* K&sf Prh^'Glutmbfr'.Men ♦, Squires 6f th« Btf^/>', Carves, Cup^ 
«* fearers, Sewerst Are. (v^h^h i»(r«)t not a fe^ ih notxtber) but 
** pef fons of StatiMC, SUnrength, i^ fiirth, refufit)^ to cme Ira^ 
«• ebnfeot (denaancted bvfdttsf any could be admitted to the 
*■ mtHteik placti ia hef houfe) b^t^ft Jl^e toanttd a MftBi yet 
**- was never known tb dtffert any fcyr age or othet iftfif mity, 
** afti^r onbb inn^lkd, but «khejf cbmHimied th(!m, or, Mpt^ tfreir 
*« dtichirge^ gafc tht^a odnfiddfk^ and wefl-pa$d petrfrotis* 
«<^ As for her ^of^ ^hits-f, Puimtt, AttA iff ittltodriig btflottr 
**r ftairsy thtiy W«hs of 4 Ho lefs (iAraord^n^y fi2e, than fi^i- 
** vity Ibr ShtMlilig« t\tt&i^iiig Ih^Bar^ the Weight, Wrdtling,: 

But to return, Sir, more immediately to the Plt^Hif-s^ 

Agreably to #hat is ftstted lA Ldt-i HuAjiatts Letter— thit the 

Ban» WM a Seminary itoth whieh v<^are derf^ed Statefmen, an(^ 

Mbn 6f Emiheffd;, in ta^KJ^s departments, feveral may b« 

McctS ytrhd afrb& tct high ^im'plbyments, and one indeed became 

.«lHrtittatel> Lord CbistitHl&r, This was .SStr Cbrijiopbtr ttatton,. 

^hdi Ml the Reign of t^ut&h Elizabeth, from being one of the 

l^jr Ofi»TtBMfei4 ^tii^sibNERs was afterwards fucceffivdy^ 

a Gettt/^afi Of the Pyit^-tBam^r — Captain of the Teomen of 

rtr* Gk^d—Viee'Cbaihb&lain — a Knight of the Garter — aiid»^. at 

fe^'ft, HiGH-^HAiidEiLoR:^. Nothing could do m€>re honour. 

to t!)€BANb than that one of It (hould arife to the£ril civil Em-. 

ploymem in the kingdiom : >n fo mixed a groups however, w$ 

^ This was the term given to the dntlimin of the Privj^Ckambir, and is t<v 
be met wrfh- on vicrious ctc^&otit^ 

t By thefe are meant Tiomin-VtbctSj a branch of the Yeomen of the Guanl» 



J 8t^ Vifcoikit HattCfi) Iff CdMins's Pecrsfge, 1755, and Strypc^ii Annals, VoL 
11. in Appendix, p. i>S. 
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inuft expef^y on a near infpe£tioo^: to find a vaiiet|^ of ebarac«i 
ters ; and acoordingl/t on the other hand, I am now to men« 
tion another of thi» Corps, who^ in the Reign before us, dif« 
graced his Poft as much as Sir Cbrijt^pber had before refle^^ 
Luftro upon k; This Gentleman was of the ancient an4 
iioble namtt of Percy f Cooiin to Henry then Rarl of liorm 
tbumberland^ Captaik of the Ban^# and who, un^rtunatel^ 
both for bimfelf and his Kiufman, was deeply engaged m thii 
Popifh Plot* He appears to have been the moft a(£tive att4 
atrocious abettor ef that Cooipiracji inforo ii ah' %\at a par tieular 
Proclamation was iirued^(i6a5) containing not only a promife^ 
of Pardon to any of his accomplices who (honld apprehend him ;. 
but offering a ftewaf d of One ihoufund Pounds at the leafi, to any 
that (houM bring him alive, a^ much infight was expend iromr 
his Confefnon towards the difcovery of his Afticttt^s, and ttie 
unravelling that myfterious affair *^ Mr. Percy did net fufl^r 
the difgrace of an e^eecution, as many others did^ being killed; 
with a few of his confederates,^ in a rencontre with the Polle-- 
Comitatus in the country whither they had Acid: btut the 
'Earl of NorthuinbetiaHd wais by t fcntence of tht Stat-Chato- 
ber, fined Thirty Thoufand Pbunds^ and not only deprived^ 
of alt his Places, but condemned to perpetual imprifofimefit 
for mifprilion of Trea^it in admkfing his Kil^fmaft, whdHl^ 
he kfeewto be a Popifli Recufant, mtathc Baito, withdut te*i* 
dering tb him the Oath. The Eitrl was accordingly committed 
to the Tower, where he remained fifxcen years f • All this appears 

♦ Tfcw PVocWfnKi Toti i» extant (»itiortgf mticts rd«!iVc tt^ tliis bofrrirf^) ift i, 
printed Copy, publilhed by Authority, 1609^. 

t More particulars of Mr. Fcrey^ relative to tftlf CbfaTpir'tcyy. hot tooor imlne- 
diate purpoie, may be feen in Rapine's (4it(. of ^dgl. [Vol. II. p. i7i« F!oT.] It 
»f bowever,^ worih obfesving, that the fate of htdt ef th^ Cobf^ttator^ vf^ho fleck 

wa«» 
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from Diigclale's Baronage — Wilfon's Life of King James — and 
from the Trial of Henry Garnctt, in the State-Trials ; but I am 
pofl'efled of a larger detail of what pafled in the Star-Chamber 
on that occafion, from a MS. in the Cottonian Library. [Vef* 
pafian, XIV. foL 451. J which I give in a Note. It is written 
in the form of a Letter, though without Name, Date, or Ad- 
drefs, and feems to have been drawn up, either by a Praftifer in 
that Court, or by another pcrfon prefent at the Trial, and has the 
appearance of being a rough copy of what was fent to fome 
gentleman of confequence, then at a diflance from London *. 

Thus 

was Angularly appofite to their intended crime; for two or three of them, who 
had fortified themfelves in a houfe in which they were befiegeid, loft their lives 
by the explofion of a barrel of dieir own Gun^powder. [Harrington's Nugae An- 
tiqua*, Vol.,II.f>. 259*] 
♦Sir, 
The Proceflfe againft my Lord of Northumberland^ on Fryday was fevenight 
(as all other matters of that nature) may be divided into two general Heads, 

1. The Crimes objefted againft him, and, 

2. The ?nni(hment impoied. 

The Crimes, which, under the name of Contemptcfs, were layed to his 
diarge, I mean thofe whereon, out of his own verbal confeifion, his fentence was 
grounded, were (befides many otiier of lefs importance) prinoipally Three, 

I. The firft was his employing of Percy a year and a half before the Queen's 
death into Scotland, to procure of his Majefty a mitigation for Catholiques, and 
fome toleration of their religion : and that the King's favour in this brhalfe 
might be wholly at the difpofal of my Lord of Northumberland, that his Lord* 
(hip might hold the Catholiques in a kind of dependency and fufpenfe, till his 
Majefty might have peaceable entry and quiet pofleffion. By which means, faid 
Mr. Atturney, he went about to derogate from the King's authority, by ftealing 
away the heartes of his fubje£les, and making bimfelf head of the moft fadious 
and traiterous fadion in the kingdom. 

The fecond was his making oi Percy a Pensioner* 

1. knowing him to be a jefuitical and turbulent Papiil. 

2. without his Majefty^s privity. 

3. Without 
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Thus much, Sir, I have taken the liberty of adding, with 
relpeft to individuals of very different complexions, and will 
now proceed with the aggregate body. 

The principal circumftance remaining to be obferved in this 
Reign is, that the Table which was provided for the Band id 
the eftablifliment of Queen Elizabeth, feems to have been com- 
muted for aa equivalent in Board-wages : for I have before me 
an Order on the Exchequer, figned by the King, in the year 
J 61 6, for an impreft of Six Tboufand Pounds for JVages and 
Board-wages then due to the Officers and the Band in general*. 
This exchange does not feem to have taken place till within 3 
very (hort time before the date of the Order, as it there carries 
the appearance of a new Regulation, and is called an Encreajt 
of Wages and Allowances to the whole Bandy and further dl* 

• 

3. Without giving him the Othr 

4. And that under a kind of fraud and treachery; for being demanded whether 
be had fworn Ptrcyy or no ? he faid he had % 

The Third was his wrLttDg' of Letters to his tenants in the North, without 
the Kinge's Licence, during the time of his reftrainC; not for the appreheniionr 
of Percy ; but that they fhould have a care of his Rents, that they mi^t not 
come to Percy's fingers, giving Percy thereby a watchword to efaipe^ and fo pre- 
ferring the fafety of a little Money before the taking of a capital Tray tor ; and 
confcquently before the fafety of the. King and the whole kingdom. 

The Cenfure or Punifhrnent was Thirty Ihoufand Founds fioe, the loffe of all 
his offices and dignities growing, to him by the King's favour^ and perpetual prt*- 
Ibnmeat'. 

* The Original is in fiis Majcfly's State-paper Office. 

* This was covioous— for I have^Kccn informed from the mod rcfpcftablc authority, that tlio 
Earl permitted Thomas Percy , Ids LonUhip's next brother, to take ciic Oath, iadead of Thomas- 
Percy the traitor. 

» Wc arc told by Sir Bulftrodc WHitlockc, [Memorials, p. ^8.] that the Earl fdt the feverity. 
of hit fentence with fo much indignation, that he was afterwards with difficulty prevailed upon to 
accept Ida releafe, when procured at the fuit of hit fon-in-law, the Lord Viicount Ooncaflerjfaying^ 
^at " nothing of (lain upon his Honour could be made out, a& to the buHncTs of the Gun-powder 
«< Treafon." TiiC Decree of the Court of Scar>Chamber may b^fecn at large io the Uarleiaa^ 
MSS. N. 589. 



i^£U, that C^r the futrare thofa iljpul«fie4 Faya>en(s ih«i|f4 bt 
made quarUrljf. 

It may be obferved, how^i^er, that^ tbou^ by this Ordtr tiie 
JTaiga znd :^hwM9ces were f#Jf ng^ in gjppertlt aiid in com* 
peiidCation ^ef tbe lo& of Diet at tbe King's charge, yet it is not 
ipepified im what proportions die f^m aitlowed Cbail be divided ; 
6> ih^ wie cannot colk^ with wsauracy the advaoce that waS 
tbe« s^de towards nbe firejfimt individual emoluments of ths 
Qfi^ers and Band nefpeftiir^y *« The Sooks relative to the 
£^9^9 which 1 have feeo, do fK>t reach this period by a very 
great ntimber of years.; neither can any thing b\tt icattercd 
aecottots be expe&ed Jto have farvived the turhnleot parts of tlia 
feUowiqg Reign^ and Che Iiil3Ba>d^Miii«i which eiifued^ That 
I may advance nothiqg without AiRfaontyy I have addod King 
Jameses Warrant for the above Payment in a Note f • 

Tlie 

e Dr. Chamberlayae, in his Prefent State of the jtzr 1 748, (zp, 'the Gtntk^ 
fmnPemJhmrs foimerly had a TMf^ which -was taken away by King James, and 
Ikat lA lieu cheraof they had 50/. each allowed for Bunrd'fFagcs : bat we are not 
lliere toU in what degrees the Pay of theOrriCBM was adranced* 

t James R« 

Jamb«, by the Grace of God, &c. To the Treafurer and Under-Trea* 
furer of our Eitchequery greeting. Whereas Wee are plcafed, out of onx gmcious 
and princely di(pofition to make an encreafe of the w?ges and allowances of the 
Capiain^ LtMUteMont^ Standard-beanr^ Clark of the Cbejiit^ GeutUmen Peu^m 
toners^ Gimtlenun at Arma^ and Harhir^gtr^ for the better enabling them to 
attend upon us, in our fenrice, the iame hot to exceed in any omycar die fum of 
Six 7 boufimd Potmdi \ This flialbe dierefire to will and conunaund yon of fuch 
mat Treaftiit as iiom tyme to tyae fhall be and remayne in the receipte of our 
laid Exchequer^ to caufe fiayment to be made, from tyme to tyvie, unto Sir 
Henry Myn, .Knt. 0OW PayaiaScr of (be faid Battd^ and to the Paymafter hoc- 
after ior the tfxac beings cif all fuche fome and fomroes of money as fliall ap« 
peare to be doe unto them the faid Captaim, Lieutenant ^ aiid the reft ef the QT* 
yEs^i and Bjotd ftfpe&mly^ upon Quarterly Rolles^ fub(cribed by the faid O^ 

iaine^ 
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In this Reign, Sir, I firft difcern a Pay-Majerpcculhrly appro- 
priated to the Band. Thitherto they had been paid at fome of 
thePublick Offices, in common with the reft of the Royal Houf- 
hold. It was moft probably on occafion of the compofition juft 
mentioned, wherein Wages and Board-wages were thus confb* 
lidated, that a particular Pay^MaJier was appointed. The very 
words of King James's Warrant are of themfelves fufficieut to 
aicertain this matter, which are, that payment be made from 
time to time, <* unto Sir Henry Mynn, Knt. now Pay-Mafter 
*^ of the faid Band, and to the Pay-Mafter hereafter for the 
** time being, &c/' 

In all the former eftablilhments which I have feen, no P/^« 
Majhr appears : but in that of the year 1 6i 5 ♦ Sir Henry Mynn 
is fpecified to have had the office, in which he is likewife 
found in the years 1616 and 1617+. The falyy annexed to 
this appointment, in the year 161 5, appears to have been 100 
marks«^but in the two following years I find it to have been 
only 50/. but it is then faid to have carried with it Qtber aliow^ 

taine, or in his abfence, by the Lieutcn^int, or in the abfence of them by thet 
hand of the Standard-bearer and Clark of the Checque for the tyme being, to 
whome any Wages or Board Wages (halbe due, and how mucho everie of them 
(his Cheque defalked to our life) ought to receive of the fame, the firft payment 
thereof to begin and take place from the tymo of their laft Payment, and fo to 
continue Quarterly during our Plpafuro. Tq be taken, had, and received, to tho 
faid Paymafter, rel^eftivclyt without any account, imprcft or other charge to bo 
fet upon him or them for the fame, or for aqie parte thereof. And theis our Let* 

ters, &c. Given, &€• 

By Order of Mr, Secretary Lake« 

Expedit apud BIctfoe, Vlcefimo Quarto die Julili Anno Regis Jacob! 
Pecimo Qyarto, 

* In the ColK of Arma. 

f MSf in the Library of the Enrl of Shelburne, 

I ances^ 
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ances^yf\\ic\i 1 interpret to mean a final 1 Poundage on the monejr 
which pafled through the hands of the Pay-Mafter : thus much 
however is clear, that the Poft was not beneath the accep-^ 
tance of perfons of rank, for I find afterwards in the followmg 
reign (anno 1 635) on the authority of a MS* which I have ieen, 
that it was theu enjoyed likewife by a Knight^ viz» Sir John 
Ifeles*. 

As the Poft carries with it no falary whatever ac prefent, 
there is reafon to fuppoie that the per^centage might afterwards 
be encreafed and deemed a fufficient emolument for the trouble 
accompanying the Payment, and that the ox\gm9\falary Was ap- 
plied to enlarge the Pay of fome QffUer of the Band, perhaps 
the Clerk rftbe Cheque^ whofe flipend, then only 100 marks (or 
66L i^s. d^d.) at the moft, was fooo after the Reftoration ad- 
vanced to i2oi per annum. 

The Reign of King Charles I. Sir, gives us but now and then 
a momentarj view of the Band. The number was 50, accor- 
ding to the account given by Monf. la Serre, who faw them on 
duty tfi the year 16379 when Mary de Medic:isr the Queen Mo« 
t^er of France, came into England to vifit her daughter, our 
Queen Henrietta. He compares them with the Gjens d^Armet 
of Prance, and adds, that each Pensioner had three Hojfes 
well caparifbned +•, Thp Captain of the Band was thea 
William Cecil [the fccpnd] Barl of Salj/buryj whp, together 

* The MS. alluded to was the property of the late George Scot^, E^ o€ 
WoqlftonrHall^^ in Efftj^ wbaTc'I^ibrary was fold by Auftion, 1781. 

f ^< Une Compagnie de cinquante Gentilshommes de la Bafuie des Penfiinains 
^^ qui fpntcomme Gem JFArnm^ entODtep^nt cb^ciui troisicbeyajux. felon TOrdre 
^* deleur Eilabliflement dont Us tirent du Roy Penfiqn. amucjUe, marchoit a la 
** fuijte. dc foR I^fi^nant ; mais tons enfemble bien montez, & en fort bel equi* 
** page.*^ [Hiftoire d* PEntrie de la Reyne Mere. A Loa^ta,. 1639. R^pnoied^ 
byMr.Goiigh, 1775.] 

with 
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v^ith the Karl of Morton^ Captain of the Yeomen, fupported 
MonH de la Mafure, the Lieutenant of the French Queen's Carde 
du Corps *. 

On the triumphal entry of the King into the City of Lon- 
don^ after his return from Scotland^ 1641, his Majesty was 
efcorted, among other the Royal attendants^ by <^ The Earl rf 
*« Salifbury^ Captain of the Pensionehs^ followed by the 
^^ Gentlemen Pensioners, with their P^/^-.^^/; all mount- 
«^ ed, withPiftols at their Saddles* Apd afterwards at dinner, 
<« in the Weft p^rt of the Hall (Guild^Hall) below the Gate ttx 
.^^ the South iide^ was a long Table placed for his Majefty's Pen- 

^ SIONERS+/' 

• • • / 

♦ Idem* p. 3J« . 

i Lord Somers's^TraSty Vol. IV. pp. v%q^ i&i». AncientlvA when lUvAi 
were kept during Coriumas, at the Court, the fame fefiivitiea were obferved ia 
the prtdcipal Law Societies, On thele occafions there was eleded from the Cen- 
ttomtn 6f the Sdtiety one vHiO was ftyfcd the Chr^as-Ptinci^^ who had his 
Great QJHari and Guards about him, and amortg thtf Nft bis Pbksioksm. It iMjr 
not be' amifii to tranicribe the account given of the Sftabiiihment and RectnUe of 
the Chrifimas'Prsncff A. IX 1635, as it has a reference to the futjeft before m^ 
from a letter written at that time by the tlev. George Garrard to the Earl of 
StraflfWdi, then Lord Deputy of Ireland,— ** The Middlb-Tcmple-Hotifc/^ Aya 
be,^* have fet up a Fritta who carries himfelf in ^r^at l^ate« ••••{{« hath Al 
*< his Gr/iir Q^^p/ri attending him,— Lord Keeper, Lord Treafurer, Eight White 
<< Staves at the kaft^CitPTAii^ tf/'/rfiPvifsioiiMfi C«f>tam of bis Guards andmro 
<< ChiiplainSy who om Susiday laft preached before biniv • • • My Lord Olifllbtfr- 
«< lab lent htm two fair Cloths of Eftat^ one liubg; ttp ih the Uall^ uildet #hidi 
<< ho dined, the other in his Privy*Cbamber : he Is ftrved 00 the kncfe^ mi ail 
c( that coaie to lee him kils his band oh thci? kneo^ My JUrd rfSalisburj hath lent 
<< him foli-jtsas for his PsKSiONEas, He fent to my Lord of Holland, his JulHoe 
<< in Eyre, for Venifon, which he willingly fends bim ; to the Lord Mayor and 
♦• SberiiTs of London for Wine, all obey. Twilftb^Day was a great day : going 
** to the Chapel many Petitions were delivered to him, which he gave It his Ma« 

1% '' ftert 
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The next time we have opportunity of obferving the Band 
is upon a very different occafion : viz. when the King found 
it neceflary to take refuge at Oxford, in the year 1642. 

A fcditious Preacher had thrown out fomc words from the 
Pulpit, which fb alarmed the King and his Council, that it 
was not thought fafe to truft his Majefty*s Perfon any where 
without an extraordinary guard. It was therefore commanded 
by his Majefty, with advice of the Council, among other fecu- 
rities, ^* That as often as his Majefty did ride abroad, the Cap^ 
*• tain of his Majefty^s Guard [/. e. of the Yeomen] and the 
*^ Lieutenant of his Pensioners, with Four of the Gentle* 
^^ menPensionerSi (hould ride continually near his Majefty^s 
*^ perfon, and fufFer none of mean condition, or unknown to 
•* them, to come near his Majefty *.*' The fufpicions ran that 
aflaflination was intended, as that which dropped from the 
Preacher was iimilar to what was recolleded to have been in- 
iinuated to the public by the fame channel, previous to the 
murder of the Duke of Buckingham by Felton f . The Pen-' 
fioners, are again' mentioned as part of the efcorte of the Queen, 
when (he made her entry into Oxford in the fame year J. After 
that period, as the King's difficulties daily encreafed, we can- 
not expeft to hear more of this his Body-Guard ; for foon af- 
terwards his State gradually dimini(hed» and his perfon fell 

^* fters of the Rtqucfts. He hath a FaTourite, whom, with feme others. Gen- 
<* tlemeo of great Quality, he knighted, at his return from Church, and dined 
«* in great Sutc. It cofts this Prince i»ooo 1. out of his own Purfe." [ Vid. Straf- 
ford's Letters, Vol. I. p. 507, Dublin £dition.] For a farther and more gene- 
ral account of thefe RevtU I refer to Dugdale's Orig. Jurid. and to Gerard 
Legh's Accedence of Armory. 

^ Mercurius AulicuS| p. ^u 

t Idem, p« 50* 

\ Idem, p. 373. 

into 



gf Gentlemen Pensioners. 69 

into the keeping of thofe who guarded it for a very different 
purpofe. 

1 (hall now^ Sir, once more, and for the laff time, trouble 
you with Ordinances for the government of the Band. The 
copy which I have before me, is indeed without date; but 
that is afcertainable to have been of the year 1633, from a 
letter of the Duke of Montagu, who was Captain of the'BAND 
1734, which will be given at length in its proper place- 
Though thefe Orders, with a very little qualification, border on 
thofe of Queen Elizabeth, yet I apprehend they are in effect the 
laft; for thofe of King Charles IL and King James 11. are but 
mere tranfcripts of them. 

If they feem too rigid for our times, yet they will be found 
chara^criftic of the Reign of King Charles L and will confirm 
an obfervation of Lord Clarendon, who tells us, that the King 
^ kept State to the full, which made his Court very orderly ; 
^^ no man prefuming to be feen in a place where he had no 
^ pretence to be *..'^ 

ORDER S of King Charles I. J. D. 16^33. 

T6e Band of our Penfioners having the Honour to be our neareji 
Guards and /t? havt their dally accefs into our Prefence Chamber, 
We think fit and ordain^ that from henceforth they be freely chofen 
by our Knowledge^ out of our beft Families, andJUch as have 
beji Education in feveral counties of our kingdoms^ that all our 
loving fubjeSis of bejl Rank and fTorfh may find themfelves interefted 
in the Trufi and Honour of our Service. 

And as many of our Gentlemen Penfioners as are^ or fisall he 
hereafter admitted^ and not licenfed to be abfent by Us or their 

• Hift of the RcbclUon, Vol. IIL Part i. Oxford Editi Oct. i7.i7- 

Captain, 
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Capt^n^ or in his abfence by /^^ Lieutenant or Standard-bearer ^ 
the Band, Jhall be in our Chamber ofPrefence Wfry FeftivalwDay, 
Holy-day, or Sermon-day, by Uinc of the clock in the forenoon^ 
and every Working-day by Ten of the clocks and Jhall there give 
attendance with their Axes, ready to know what Jball be com^ 
manded them by Us, or their /aid Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard-' 
bearer. 

They Jhall not fail to bear their Axes, and to give atttndance on 

Us every Juch day as we Jhall come abroad to Morning-Prayer, and 

from thefame^ and to and from JEvening-Prayer, in the Great Clo^ 

Jet^ and Jhall keep the Place where 'Wie.pqjJetoandfrOy as the large-' 

nefs of the roome Jhall ferve. 

In our Progrejfcy or other Remove when we ride^ they Jball keep 
fuch places as to them Jhall be appointed by Us, or by the e^efmd 
Officers. 

Th^ Jhall at all times be obedient^ and per for me all fucb Jtrvkee 
as /hall appertaine unto Us, and wherein We ot^bt to bejerved by 
thentf as well in Chambers as in all other places 9uhere our pJeaJkre 
Jball be to bejerved^ by the commandment of fuch as Jhall for the time 
have authority to command and appoint the Jaid Gei>felemen Pen- 
fioners, and all other our fervants. 

If any of them fail fbkir duties of appearance at their days in iJoe 
Place and Hours before^mentionedy they Jhall be checkt far the ft rft 
fault: with the lojfe ^ Three days IVages^ for the fecond with the 
lojfe of^m^ and the tb^rd ^Fifteen. 

In the like manner they Jball be checkt if they fail their attendance 
in the day of our Remofoe^ as well at the taking of our Hbrfe, at 
at our lighting, or when we go tc^or from the Chappd^ at'Even^ 
/«f or Morning'^Prayeru 

The faidfj^tUmiui ^n&ontujball^ etmy qf- them htm bit 
Axe borne after him by aftffficient Man^ faid Axe being cleaneand 
bright^ as weH ihath pastes our of tbitirtas viitiin^ unto fuch place 

where 
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where every Jueb GcRtl^nMn Pfenfioner ought io bear It hsmfeljl 
upon pain ofwtr drfpiea/ure. 

Whereas y by Inftifuiion and antient Order every Gentleman 
Pfenfioner wat all&uoed but Three Months Liberty in the Tear cf 
not waitings and that by the appointment of the King, their Cap- 
tain, Lieutenant, or Stand^rrf-bearer ; and Jo as ere they departed 
the Court they Jhouid give notice to the Clerk of the Cheque, or bis 
Deputy f of the trnre of their Licence j with return offhefame^ or elfe 
the faid Licence to be voidj and they to be checkt for their abfence 
— which Order afterward our Predecejfor [Henry VIIL], at the 
humble Jute of Sir Anthony Browne, their Captain, enlarged by 
farter-Waiting by coarje^ yetfo as the one half of the Band was 
required continually to attend^ witboute any excufe of ficknefs or 
other wife ^ but that he or they that did fortune to be Jit k or haV( 
anyi other iett within bis garter Jhould^ Jor the time of abfence^ 
find oney his- Companion^ that was out of bis garter ^ to wait and 
furnijh his place j or elje to. be in danger of the Checque ; and the 
other half of them for the mean time of their Half-year y fo by their 
garters to bet/iien at liberty. 

This Order thus enlarged to a ^jtarterly-attendanccy with the 
conditions thereof j we ratifie and confirm:- — Notwitbftandiitg any 
Licence given to any ^/^ /A^ yi/V Gentlemen Penfioners ^J^ Us j 
/^ Captain, Lieutenant, (?r Standard-bearer ^n// always Jor ejee 
that there be not abjtint at any time above YizXitbc Band. 

The y2r/V'Gentlemen-Penfioners wtre aljb required by, their In^ 
Jlitution to be well and Jufficiently furnifhed and provided every, • 
one with his Two Great Horfes for himfelf and his fervanty 
according to his Oatby with bis Arms and all other Habilimentt 
to tbei Jame. appertmnmgj^ to be ready tberewiti within^ two^ 
dayis yrsixmngrgi^fen^^to the>n by /^/> Captain, Lieutenant, or 
Standard-bearer upon poj/ne of forfeiture tf Tea Diys Wager 

7 f^^ 
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for their firft default^ and for the fecond default to forfeit a 
Month's Wages, and for the third to be clearly expelled and put 
out of the roome of a Gentleman Penfioner, and to loofe bis whole 
Quarter's Wages. IVhicb proportion of Two Great Horfes was 
then, in regard of the liberty granted of Quarter- Wayting, m- 
creafed to the finding of Three Great Horfes furnifbed accord^ 
ingly I'^and this number, the rather for the late encreafe of Pay *, 
We require to befurnijhed by every Gentleman Penfioner for our 
fervice in their places upon the penalty above-^named. 

7he whole Band of Gentlemen Pcnfioners fi^all give their at^ 
tendance at the Four principal Feajls of the Tear^ viz. Chriftmas, 
Eafter, Whitfontide, ^//^ Allhallontide, and at St. George's Feaft, 
and at our Coronation-da^, under the Cheque as they do now. 

And notwithfianding the great liberty of their garter -waitings 
they are required neverthelejfe to be at all times in fuch readinejfe 
that when warning Jhal/ be given them from their Officers, they and 
every of them finally according to the fame^ repair to the Courts and 
give fwh attendance for the time as fhall be appointed unto them^ 
ufingfor thatfeafon^ be it in their garter or otherwife^ no lefs di^ 
Ugence than in their Stuart er they ought to doe. 

The Clark of Cheque, or fucb his Deputy as Jlmll be thought fit 
and fufficient by the Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard-bearer to 
admitjfioall be every day in the Chamber ofPrefence at nine o\locke 
in the forenoon^ there to receive the appearance of the faid 
Gentlemen Penfioners. And alfo the Clark or his Deputy fl^all 
be at all other places where the faid Gentlemen Penfioners fi^all 
he appointed to give their attendance for ourfervice. 

■ 

* Metningy I conceive, the Compofttion for the Table, which, at we have 
feeo, took place in the preceding Reign ; or feme other advancement in addition 
to^chat made about the lame time by Ki;ig James. See the iCiag'i Order for tbo 
PajmcDi of the 3in(L A* D. i6i6^ p. 64, aatca« 

' . The 



^ -GfiNrLKMEM 'P£N$IONKSIf ^J^ 

"^e auuflomtdOatb Jhall he taken by every Gentleman Penfioii- 
cer^ at his admjffion. 

They Jhall he muJUred every garter 9 or Monthly^ hy their Cap- 
^ain. Lieutenant, ^r Standard-Bearer« 

jyMxmgxYit ProteSlorate^ Sir, we cannot fuppofethat Crom^ 
-well would in ^any degree retain the identical Guard which had 
'thitherto been the Appendage to the Perfon-of a King, deem- 
ing them of jcourfe inimical to his intereAa; though the Ufurper 
Kimfelf adopted a i&milar Eftabliihment. Whether the Royal 
Band of Tensionebs was difmiiTcd in form, or turned out of 
doors "(like the Parliament!) nothing is left to afcertain. There 
is, as one would imagine^ a chafm in thelSooksof the Council*. 
Office, from the death of King Charles the Firft to the Refto- 
ration, and Thurloe^s State Papers do not go to fuch niinutiae. 
Oliver was far from being regardjefs of his perfonal fafety; 
on the contrary, lie. was extrenoely jealous of every body, not 
known to him, and at all times kqpt a vigilant eye to his fecu* 
rity. Roger Coke tells us, ^* he never ftirred abroad without 
«< ftrong Guards, wearing arpiour under his cloaths, and offeiv- 
*^ five Arms too,^ never came back .the common Road, or tho 
^. fame way iie went, and always pal&Hg^with gKat fpeed ; had 
^* many Locks and Ke}^ for the Doors of hisHoufes-; feldom 
*^* flept above Three nights HI onediamber, norin aiiy which 
^ had not two or three,Baek«doors, and Guards at all of them K^* 
It.is evident, .from the Circumftance*of O/ir^r'x fall from the 
coach-box, in Hyde^Park, that he /A^« had Piftols about him, 
inotwithftandiug his Guards were at'hand, for oneof thePiftols, 
4)y the forceof the fall, went off in his pocket-^f* 

The 

• Cbke's Detcflion, fiib. ajono, 1656. 

■■+ Thurloe's State-Papers. The ftory. of Oliver driving his Coach with fix un- 
iflily horlbs, may fcem, ^^hen fimply told, to have been merely ajprolicki butDr« 

'K Bates^ 
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• ThtPretrSlorj in the height of hisPbpulauty, fi(em^ to have Kad? 
when collectively taken, a refpeCtable Body-guard oif 140 Horfe. 
Forty of .thefe were originally his Garde du Corps, the reft feem- 
ing to have been rcferved for occafions of St^te ; o^ defenoc if. 
required. . This cfcortc of 40: was afterwards ^reduced to 20^ to* 
be in conftant attendance, at which time,, by the diminution 
of his guardt; one is led to fuppofo* that Crflwiw// felt himlclf 
fccure in the hearts -of the Army and People, ii) which he was- 
very foon^ afterwards happily miftaken. - Thele 20 G^/Zf«?«By. 
we may afSmilate to the Penficmers (for fuch. indeed they ^re 
iiyled) and the reft of the troop feem not to liave been of infe- 
rior condition* . The letter which I have given 114 a«^noQe^.con<«^ 
tains my authority &r this account^* 

M 

Blrt^, in hi&Elaaelytf^ .[p. ^991^. Edit. i^7^],giv3iii4tflm(cait4m(ba'€Dr it. .Tie - 
Frotc&or, he fayt^ wat OMich tronl^ted vith tbe &(o^ am) Gravel, and tbaX hf 
uied tp ifm)^ ; ple^tifnlly xtf fmall diuretic li^tiort,. aqd afteriraidf \yf viob^l ^ 
nercife o» horfebickji ;or by die jolting>of a Carriage^ jprofokjod a,dHcharge of < 
wkit was oAnftvein hk bMder or kidfioyt. Hr wodd ride hanit we are told^,. 
Cftrn. in hiaJVuifgmirt i.Qmudi and eo tfae ab^vo ocoaion ibt«M-to have 'cfaofen - 
x\fi Co^h-lipVp PilM tberti W)d4£qi8l nwvo off tbf ^lMCioa off tk& Gazit age than be 
did within it,.. 

^ «< Niojpoit^ the Dtttch Ambafladov tq tbo Su^ General. . 
•< High and ^/^hty Lorck, 

*< My Loids> aiew dap fince the-Life-gward of florfe ofth^^ L6rd ProttftoTji . 
<^ which formcfly confiftcdof F^^r^Jxperfona-moft young GgntlemiM of ^ this nation^' 
*^ was refocmed after fuch a-manncr^ tliai Tumm/jt of them are to be emplojed at. 
*« Ordinary Pifffionerj^ who arc to wait coatiaually upon tbe Perfon. of bit HigH,^ 
** ncfs, &c. 

•• Dated Weftmiiifter, 

"Mar. 10, 1656, N.S*,** 

• Thudoc'* State Papert, Val. IV. p. 567* 



As't0 the appeaMnce o^thefe^ards, wfe find tMifi Ibus de^ 

Scribed in an intercepted letter of the 4th of April, * 1656, Vetf 

^bon after the above-mentioned Reform— *<^ Munday laft/' fays 

»thc writer, " the Life-guards mufter'd in Tuttle-fieldft ; they 

«* are the bcft Horfe and propercft FellowesI have feene*^" 

Towards the jdlofe of his life^ however, the Prdteftor fcem$ 

ito have fallen oflf in his State, and having funk much m 

the good opinion of the Am^, was forced to take irp'w^h A 

very mean and «inprincely Efcorte. Thus^ if we may credit 

vRoger Coke (who ie£ms,*to fpare . neither Kings 4ior Demi-p >. 

'Kings) he tells us, ^^that Cromweil having fo' little d^pead^ 

^^ ence oniiis army, fet ifp another of Voluntiers, to hav^£i^t 

■*^ Pounds a yeara-piece, to- be ready tofcrve him«r Th^ijb jWcro 

^^ a<^6mpany of fellows who, as tneir pay was little, ib weri) 

*<< their hdrfes jades,^ ajtid lean^ .andaTroop^ofthe Army-:Hdrfe 

-«< would beat ten of then^ yet they ierved CromweJ/>i6 fyt m 

4| to fttze malignants whenever he fent them^ and ; werb fpids 

^^ ov6r allikipedied perfons, and to iqfqroi jizm ^of 'l:helf , do^ 

^« nieanpur^-r^ l^hexopfidence of the^ALrmy had been iGrMi«i 

welUs meet anchor, and Terror iiis rule of Government, both 

at home and abroad^ whea the forn^r was Ipft^ his.power be« 

^an to diflblve apace, and. we have ^opportunity of obferving 

from the laft account of his Body -Guardy th^t 'the Pnot^£hf^ 

himfelfwas^hen in want of protciflioii, 4ieing;as-much deferted 

hy his former adberents from principles of abhorrence, a^ the 

N. B. Tke-^htr Tiuenty, the letter sddt, vrere joked to the roo clcftc4 
!Horle, oatt>f ttl thc:Wegiment8,'fo that the LHe-guard of Horfc itfclf [exdu- 
^te of the above mentioned I^eiTfiQH€rs'\ cohfiftcd of^ 120 men, bcfides the Capi 
^ain anicf'rour Lieutenants. 

* Thurloc's State Papers, Vol.tV. 675. 

:f Coke's DctCidlion. fub ann. .idjS. 
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KxNcrfiad been by bis &idnd& from^ fears of* impending aDarehy^ 
aftd deiblation. . 

At the Rcftoratibn, Sir, upon the King^s publfc Ehtry^ fucltt 
of biS'late-Majefty's Pe-ntsioners as were Irving voltrntarily at- 
tended (though not then re-eftablifted)' deeming themfelves, TA 
prefiKXie, rather fufjJeadiBd than diftandcd*. .They were regularljr 
embodied very foon afterwards, and refumed their' fundions;; 
for in J^ly ibltowing^ when the-Kit^G ditied at Guild-bal]^ the - 
Band went on foot en each' fide of ^ Ills Majefty^i Coach under- 
the command of-their Captain Y'iliwfL ff^enti/Bcrth^.E^rl of''' 
Qifuiiandj With PTfiokxti their hands'^; tn the ProceAions, from « 

the* Tower to Weftminfier on the day before the Coronation, . 
and on the Coronations-day (i 66 1) they are foxind in their. ufual- 
fitmations $;• 

Having no official 1)6oks, nor any printed authorities td guide 
tteieir feme years after the Reftdrpition, little tranfpires further > 
tha» f^e-tbe £|A«i>t J ih'^abbitc^'thktdeQ' ytsytv afierwaidsV wat^ 
re^eed from *P^ to; Pbrty^ at Tvhich uumljNir it; baa ever iSiiQ^^ 
eontmuedr this. Dr. Chamberlayne tells us, took p)dcct be- 
tween the years 1672- and 1674^11. - There had been, indeed^^ 
a great Rfetrenohment early in the year i66S^ which, though; 
attended' with changes in feveral " parts of the; Royal '£(^- 
blUhtnent^ did- not affeft either thfe Band or the Officers 1 foe 
they are comprehehded' in cHie general claufd of exceptioin.the 
JDtentiofi of the Reform being, ,as it was declared, . only to > 

* Heath's account of the TfHitnphs at the Reftoration. Londoa, i6&a^i2roo. . 
f Heath. Thti manner of their being arnied is rather lingular i but it agr^a « 
wirh that of the year 1641, and cornea oa the authority of aa eye-witnefs. . 
X Ogleb/s Coronation of tLCh. II.. , . 

tl Prefent States. 

•• • 

cut: 



gjf Gentlimek Pensioners. fj- 

cnit off all fupernumerary Places, " other than what were in the 
•* time of his /j/^ Majesty, ofbfeflcd Memory*." On the: 
other hand we feani from Dr. Chamberlayne, that the Pay of 
rfie Officers was confidferably encreafed, which was efFe6led by 
the above Redu£bion ki point of numSer^ without enlarging the 
Genera/ Exfence +. . If the pay of the Gentlemen of the Band did' 
not arife to ioo7.'per-'annum, by IFages and Bdard-wages taken 
together, in the reign of K., James I. (as Dr. Chamberlayne • 
imagines to have been the cafe) there is room to fuirmife that 
it might receive fome augmentation on this occafion. 

It is but juftice to obfcrve here the ReJpeSabUity of the Band, . 
when it feems to have loft the tarnifli, which we have been 
told it received at the Union of the two Crowns ; for in a Lift* 
of the Bandj t6yz (^xclufive of the Officers^ I fihd'.one Baronet* 
and nine Knights :|; 

Inr the fliort reign of K. James IIJ Sir, little is found 'con^ 
cerniihg the Band in general 



_ . J- 



except that if Dt. Charaberlayne^s ac- 
count be tho^ Tn>th (and there is no realbtt to controvert it) the ' 
falaries both of the* Qfficerr and the Gentlemen^ arofe- to their 
prefent Standard under King James §w One cirGumftan:ce, how* ^ 
ever, m the above general Ordinances, in the article relating to - 
the Bed-chamber is ebfervaUe^ asfar as it regards the Band^ 

* Lord Chamberlain's Office-Books. 

t A iimilar manoeuvre had been made uk of [A. D. 16B8] In the Corps of the 
Tfomen of the Guards when, bya dtminution^of the number of ttomenj falaries - 
were raifed for the payment of fome additional OjffUerj. [Lord ChamberlMn^s Of- 
£fle-Books.] 

;|. Prefent State of the yeaF 1687. This is confirmed by a Lift of all the King's 
forces, (including the Penjtoners and the Teonun) made and printed x684. 

I^^Chamberlaync's Preient State of tliat date. 

tending 
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tending to clear up a point of Etiquette^ which has ibmetime^ 
admitted of a doubt, viz. — Whether the Captain of the Horfe^ 
•GuardSii in IVaiting (now bed known by the name of the GW-? 
Jiick) or the Captaik of the Band cfPenfioners has precedence^ 
Tlie queAion has arifen from the following words -in the Orders 
of K, K. Ch. I. IL (before given at large) viz, ^« The Banv 
^^ of our Pensioners having the Honour to be our neareft Guards 

I have feen an extraft from Orders of IC Gh. II. (1676) which 
fiay that ^* An Officer of Our Horfe-Guards is always to attend 
^ and follow .jB^ji^/ our F erf on when we walk abroad^ or pafs up 
^^ and down from one place to another^ as well wkhin doors a&. 
•^ without, excepting always Our Bed-chamber.** In coaformitjr 
/with tins laft declaration the Orders of Ik. James IL for the 
•jGovernment of the Bed-chamber of the year 1685 fay, that 
^* Whenfoever we repair to our Chapel,' or elfewherct -or give 

^ther public M'uiiiler, out of 

uaras.tn iVaUtng^ ^tlie Captain 
*^ Caftafk iA^Qur Teamen of .(he Guara man caKe nis {Hac^ 
^^^ and follow laext and Immediately unto Ouc Peribn V This 
leem& to con5rm the befor6-ctted Ordinance of K. Charles H* 
the Captain of the H^rfe-Guards being here ftrft mentioned. 
SlK)uld any doubts ariie l^reafter, ^for i do not prdfqjne to urge 
any thing definitive,) the noble competitors may from hence form 
ibme judgment as to the merit of their refpeAive claims, with 
a Saho Jure to tiie reigning Monarch, who can decide at plea* - 



-v^lftt*^^^* 



* Mufeum. [Vide Ayfcouglfs Catalogue. Article the laft.] Thi« tranfirript of 
the Orders for the govetntncat of the Rojai Bed-Chamber^ T had the Honour to 
prefent to the Mufeum, 1782* It is a \txy fair copy, and was bought bj^ meont * 
^ cl)e bcfore-meoiioacd Collc£tioa of the lato George Scott, £%• 

lure. 



fijre. As I give no opinion,, it is hqped Ihave not arrogated toa 
much in taking the o^porlunky of bEinging thefe circiimftances 
tdgether* 

The Mrz of the RevoHition,. favourable to fome,.and\jiigeniaI 
to others^ according to (he parts thpy took in the preceding; 
coHMnotiens, found intbe Band oi Penjaners feveral whofe for* 
mer political attachnaents now militated 'againft' their interefts ;: 
and it is no wonder that in a body of Forty Gentlemen of fbme 
weight and confequence, at a moment fb inqppitant both to civil^ 
and religious liberty^ ieveral ibould be difcovered wbofe known * 
inclinations were, fecretly at lead:, adverfe to the change^ 

On the aceefiIkH) of King William^ Jobn Lord Lovelace ^ z\ 
Nobleman who had not been • lefs a£tiyc againft K. James thanv 
he was firm and zeabus in the caufe of the Houfe of Nafiau^ 
was placed in the commandof theBAm>^»- His Lordfhip,. verv.' 
fbon after he received his appointi»ent^. diflodged iomfe^ pf ^thtts 
Gentlemeth for which he gave a^ manlyt Iqyal^ aodiiQeq|U|^ 
reafop^ tp «bis^efl&^t— that feveral of tboie who had be^n thr 
Suard to the /^/rKing Jamxs were not proper to have the Garo^ 
of the* Perfoa of King Wue^iam^- Aa^the Aiccount of thts^^^ 
Tranfa6Hon, Sir, is no where to be found but iir the Books of th^ 
Qouncil-Office^. ^from whence^, with permiifion^ . I extradted iti^} 
h fhall iiouble you. with the particular at large. . 

•'Oa tte landing'or th^ Pirinee of Onnge, (i68ft) atTcrk^j lirdUmlace- 
joined him* with 7oHbrre, which, inanengsgcneiit whh the Militia of thorcoanity.' 
ofiGlottceficov.wcre^iUtaktiipfifoAcrs. [ColIiiis*< Petnge, I73j«i 
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So The KiKG^s Honwrahh Hani 

'< To the Kinoes mofl: excellent Ma jbsty and the Right Hoil 
** the Lords of his Majesty's Mo/i Honourable Pmvar 
*< Council. 

-" The bumbh Petition t)f feverii of your 'Majesty's Band 
** of Gentlemen Penjioners and oi William Tbtmas^ Ef^ 
^^ Clerk of the Cheque and Paymafter torthe (aid Band. 

•« Sheweth, 

<* Hiat the (aid Band of Gentlemen Tenponers was efta- 

^* blifliedln the Reign of your Ma jest y*s Royal anceftor. King 
<* Henry the Seventh ♦, as thei^irft Guard to his JRoyaLPeribOt 

^^ and his fucccflbrs, and have ever (ince accordingly been con- 
<< tinued from lucceifion to fuccefHon ; and the meaiuce of the 
«* 'Captain's power over them is by certain Articles^ limited^ 
<» and liberty allowed, as well to the Clerk of the Cheque as to 
** every one t}f the ilaid Band^ of difpofing of <heir rcfpeflive 
" Places, {refenring the approbation oi {vlx:\\ fjtntlemenio whom 

^^ fuch difpofition (hould be niade, to their Majesties and their 
•* fuccelTors,) and never have been amoveable at the will of their 
«^ Cap^aik^ and the iame-liberty bath. been. allowed to the 
^ Paymafter^ who is a Patent Officer. 

«« And your Majesty's Petitioners are not conicious to them- 
^^ felves of any Negleft^relattng jto the Duty of their faid Places 
<« and Offices^ nor hath there ever been any obJe£lioa made te 
^ -the^ due* executing tber/eof; and y our. Petitioners>ait\ trulyfty 
^^ they. have neither dSbed nor fpoke, in compliance te the late 

'*« times, any thing Avhtch might weaken the ProteftaHt intcreft^ 

^*« or inj'ure our Laws; but, on the contrary, conftantly ex* 

•^^< preflbd their diffatisfai^iou- to the jneafures then taken to the 

*>* prejudice of both. 

* Erroneout. Vid. fupca* 

" Not- 



.,..** Notwith(Uodiiig all this, /4y Riglfi Hauouraih fba lAOiO 
<^ Lovelace, the prefent Captain, hath^ without any regard 
** to thi$,j^fv:ieptEftat)liAii^ 

<^ whom ne commands^. ^fyl^c^id^fLoA iuraed out more than half 
«* of the Jatd^K^^^ KVi^ jo\xx,FaiHimeri^]xJii^^ 

«< Your Petitioners therefore, moft jiuaibl/ ^l^e^^ecb ^cfU.r Ma- 
<« jESTTy that they may 4)e conjtipued in jcheir iaid^Plaees-iaod 
<< O^ces^ not haying hillliertp^^luyi^d tb^^ an4 being 

<<. moft .heartily difpofed^to ^Qx;r li^AjEsxy/3 fcry^cf. ^ , r . j , 
; « And your PJwW/^^^ f ray i^^ jsour i^^ 

^ *• '^g life and hsppy^^^ •;..::» i.: c.!] .; ** 

(Signed) • ' . .\,j c,^.,.m ** 
, *« Roger Coning{by, ^^^ ^R^^bert Dapres, | 



(::> ■:! 



tohn Duncombe, *? Anth. Gaudy, , ., 



«' Rich. Spehcer*; ,' ' ' «* Heuiy Yaxlee, 

,. ;.; " 'Siamuei Alfton, 

«• Geo. Lhielliue. 






. ^ I ■» 



!'«'' l^cceiycd ^^pril 8, 1 689, 
*»^ilcadMay 9, 1689.**' 

. In confequence of thiXPetition, an. Order was ini^de 4hat 
lipkDlrbvELACE'fliould give in an aniwer'tb the Ubuncil-Board. 
iPhls^nAay bie collefted from a Cafe which will appear pfctently ; 
for the. Order itfelf is not entered in the Regifter Books of the 
Cbbncll-bffide. ^pon hisX'^r^/j>'/^^i6ri-cbmplia^^^ the dif* 
tzricAPenj^dhers prefent6d d <S(fc^;i^Petit1on (on the 3Qth of May) 
to the faiiie teflt'ft as thiefbrtner, which produced the fbliowiug 
Order. • ' 
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• ■ ■ •■ PivMMiisii ■ ■ - 
» Ai*»CiJ<lrr«H4(nt«6niC«Uff, Jayij»j 1H(S4. " ' 

N WttEKitAt rJr Rl^h Htmut-aik LoittrLovttAeS,' C^ap- 
••♦»»* <Jf his MiljWttV Brttf blGMkmiHftif^r, im, by 
f ©f*irof tlie Bbata" rtf tht bA of M»y kft, j^ftd rd tWum 
" his iB(vietxb»Pi!t}^kyf{eiiAiSdmiiiilkMi^(lMi^iy'\ni 
•' df WttniA "Khbttii*, Ej'fii3ftfi;^tt»dtc}iii,:iBiit^^ma/ler 
x to Che raid £iii)^, who had Kiteiy iMtt ri'Movcj IrOita their 
" Places, which his LordOil^ ifiit feeing hitherto done ;. it waSt 
•* u|)on another Petition o^ the faid Pe^hneri ^and j*t^ma/ltr 
** this day Ordered by his Majssty x^ d^vmt^^' that, tlie faid 
** LoRoliOVELAC^ be detircd to haften hisfatd a^fwer/ to the 
** end hisMAJES-TV may ta^c fuch refolu^ion thereupon as ia 
** his great 'wi£lpin ftall be ^bought fit.'* 

LoED Lovelace Hitl' withholdine his antiKer, the_GtfftImaf 
freferred a <i(»-</ Petition to the King^aoii Council^ witb'a C</^ 
annexed, as follows.^ , , . -i ■-■. ■ 

»» fc<i« Kibq's iKj^ ex'ciltmi'iikjiiti, md tit Stgli fli, 
' f* nuraBU tBe Lorat. ^bis 'SSAlzs'tTth m^ IttmouraSte Prkff- 

M Ctuiitit. , , ^ 

" ^it iiimtlt, Piiit'im offiixvl tf^nr Majesty'i &p^ 
. " {if Oentfemeiij fenflqutTSr <iiy</ of Wiflism TJhoBJiis, 

., « .^.Clcik o/'th»6(ie4»'ei.^ftyBkaftei a/'jijCiiil 
•« Band. 
" Shewetlv 

** That OB reading of their Petition delivered to yoor Ma- 
•■ JBSTT in Council the 8th day of April laft, it was orderedi 
* Cfl4t the LoKD LoTBLACB (hottld forthwith give in his anfwer 
■* to the £ud P;<;V»s. Tlutoaicadiog your Petitioners y?aii<£ 

« Petition, 







i • 



^' the Lord Lovelace hath (o iitiiVtdLyoyir PeiHhf^s^ zn6. 
^ i\t^\tets ttx e^^ may 

«« be ordered to giTcr' in htsr ixtAhtt bv'a'preflxec^ day; t)tft!ei'^ife 
^ that they may be orcJciped ta cdtfthiutin their 'faid iMaces ^incl 
«< Offices^ theytieitig aH kilpwn t^foteftant^,' sitfd ftiftrtify a/- 
^ fcftcd to your MAjEfff t*s fervicfe. 

<* And your PetUiitietsihzVt e9tt pfay, &e. 
^< Received July II, 1689. 
^ Read in Coiiocil July 13, 1689. / 

<f 31^^ GfiNTLEMBif^ Pensioners^ /i&^iir Case on the TJbini Pd^ 

*< tition. 
<* That the Band of Gentlemen Pensioners was efta- 
f« blifhed by Kino Henry tAe Srvcntb^, and have ever fincc 
«• tontinuedv The Rules for itbrir D6ty and the CAPtAtN's 
*« Power are fct forth in feveral Articles. King Charles the 
♦* Seeond made Eftablifhments, where they have liberty to dif- 
** pofc of their Places^ his Majesty referving the approbation of 
" fuch perfous (to be brought in^ to hjliafclf: Tbatnoperfonthus 
^* admitted hath been ever removed at the#!iy/ of the Captain^ 

< 

• ErrDficoos, as before.' 

La <* and 



9s ttf JtiMO^t' IhMtunMtMaidi 

Qow^ nevier any^ Cabtaih prctenclcd 
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>• Notwttb(^db|aiItki9;i))eLoRp 
**'. Capt A^^r, hatb turned out imirtf t.^ lih^ thf(J^af$4f, w^^vit' 

«• Gentlemen ^/mom-h^ri^ififam^s, /" %'..-• • 

^^ His'Lor^l^f .9ft«rrfevcral of the.JS^Ai/ werefworp tajit* 
<< prefent Majesty/ caufed them ta dk>ath. tjbep^f^ 
«< C0R0KAT10N9 androb^ed them^.^q buy.at i^^Pcapor^s and 
«* tAceman's,— pay ready monifts^-f^U aU tjl^i^t a dcax rttOii 
«* yet bath turned out the fame/ ., v ,. , , . t ^ j f? ^» 
«« The GBHTi.BM£if BiNsipKEiSyT for theic gne^^iurea hai^cy 
<^ by fevpal Pelitjqns^ to his Majsstx in; Copofi),; ; co^plaitted 
^< of'thi^fevereruiflge; juid on re^iog the^ir^ Pf^titiofi^ it was 
«« ordered Ui^t,the Loitdp LoMELACsihould ^thwith'giife in hia 
«< aofwer^ which was on the 9th day^Qf May \aA. , His.Lordfliip^ 
<« negleding to coo^ply with the faidQcder,. on t\^^\vfecondl?ttU 
^^ tion he was drdered to haften the faid anfw^r ; but t9j|this^a}( 
^< he hath not thought fit to obey either of tliefaid Qrdcfrs. i^\% 
** Lordlhip being lately defifid to put in his AnfWcr^ he jfays 
'^ be win dp [it ak Hx own leifure. Thus, by delays^ troublii^ in<J 
«< charge, his Lordfhip deiigiis to weary us out, in contempt o£ 
s^ the f^ Orders,. 

u We iK)\v(ikay9 in our T&Vi/^PetitioDi, a day m^y be prefixetl 

^< for 1)1 s puttiag m his Afnfwor^ : in order taa Hearing, or that 4ii^ 

^^ Majesty would continue ua ihourfaid Places sf nd» Offices.- ' ' 

This Third Petition produced his Lordshii^*s Anfweii, add it 

dejmiiive Order of Council upon it iix the following tserms. • ' 

• The Eftabtfihrncfitt here U(a<te(^'^afiahre not appeared to me fh the courre. 

of this irueftjgaffen. - The Ordcw ^HlhgOkirkf^W. of the year V6^7, w1iic& 

tie before me, as well a* thofe of King Charles I. (given p. 69) exprcfsly dired 
that the P&Nsu>N£BJ *•- htfridi dofcn by Oua Kwo^i ledgc." 

**■ The 
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** However, this Refpondent doth humbly fubmit himielf 
^ heKJil md in' ail tb«iig« «o yodr HAjttTi's Will jiad Pte^r- 
«r fym, jteihntog'likhtttio and 'itneadidg ahv^& te fervt^^ your 
" Majesty, with an honeft Heart aftd^ whl( cleap MaiMft. ' 

¥ .iniuai£>R»Qia8dcht tbanfor^t biimbly praQw^hat the Fitftion 

'•• ' -• •:•■•• •; , 'Lovn;ACE. 

<«: Read meouncft, July %Si < 1 61^9,** 

' ^/^^j/jf,Gouxtjft WhiMi»Uit '^ 25/* of July ^ 1689. 

.; • ■ f*i Pa B IB N' T^ 

<^ The KLi no's moft Excellent Majesty. 
<* WH£BEAS|OntheP^////moffeveraloftbeirMAjE8tlBsBANO 
^ of ((jBKTLBBfEM Pensigkbrsi a&d of William Thomad, Efqi 
^^ Cl^k $f^tke Cbefui^ znd Paymii/la^ to the faid Band, fetting 
^^ forth that the Right Honaupoble Lord Lovblacb, the prefent 
^ Captain of the faid Band^ hath difplaced and turned out the 
«< faid Penjwners of the faid Band ; and humbly praying that they 
<< ixiayi be continued in their faid Places and Offices, not having 
^^ hiiherto nyifbehaved themfelves, and being mod heartily 
** difpofed to his Majesty's fcrvicc — it was, on the 8th of May 
^< la(V, ordered in Couqcil, that the Lord Lovelace fhould 
•* have a Copy of the faid Petition^ and return his anfwer there- 
^« unto to this Board. And whereas on the i8th inftaut his Ma* 
*< jBSTY in Council was pleafed to appoint a Hearing of the P^- 
*^ titioners this day at the Boards touching what they had to al- 
^^ ledgCy who being called in and heard, and the Anfwer of the 
^^ Lord Lovelacb being alfo read, his Majesty in Councif, 
*^ upon the whole matter, .thought fit to declare, that fucb per* 
«^ fons as have been put into the Band of Gentlbmbn Pen* 
^* sioNBRS by the faid. Lord Lovel ace* (hall remain and con « 
^< tiiiue in their places : — but that for the future no perfon (hall 
5 ^« be 
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9 - r ■ 

It has appeared on the face of thefe Orders of Council, that 
Mr. Thomas purchafed the Office oiClerk of the Cheque ^ as did 
Mr. Jilfton that oi Gentleman Penfioner in the reign of K. Charles 
II. which confideration might lead to the Queen's clemency ; 
though, at the fame time, the tranfadion taken in the grois 
Teems to have given great offence to her Majesty, who, on 
her Acceflibn, had iffued the following flrong Declaration from 
the Council-board, that no Office in the HoufboU fhould there- 
after ht' purchafedj on pain not ottly of the Royal Difpleafure^ 
but of aAual difmiffion *. 

^^ At the Court at St. James^^ the 17th day of May, lyoj. 

*• P R E t E N T, 

«« The Queen's moft excellent Majesty, 

«<'Upon reading this day at the Board the Petition of Samud jfifton, fee* 
^^ ting forth that he was turned out of the Band of GintUmen Penfiomrs (which 
*' employment coft him Five Hundred Pounds) by the late Lord Lovelace^ without 
** any Caufe alledged, as his Grace the Duke of St. Albans certified in a Re- 
^* port, and bcunbiy'praying^ that an Order of Council of \\m 23d of May, 1695^ 
^ whereby the Petitioner was recommended by their Excellencies the then Lords 
^^ Juftices to his Grace the Duke of St, Mans, to be. admitted into and placed 
^* upon the Eftab'iihrx^ent of the Band, upon the firft vacancy that ihould happen 
** therein, may be confirmed according to its Date and Precedency : 
'* It is ordered byhel' MAjfESTY in Council that the faid Samuel Alfton accord* 
** ingty be« and and he is hereby « recommended to his Grace the Duke of St. Al- 
'^ BANS, Captain of the Bemd of Gentlemen Penfiontrs, to be admitted into and 
^* placed upon the Eflablilhment of the faid Band, upon the firft vacancy that 
*^ (hall happen therein, accbrding to the intention of the faid Order.*' 

* There is the more reafon to fuppofe that tte the Queen confidered Mr. 7%i- 
mai^s Cafe with refpeft to the Pofl of Clerk of the Cheque, as compafSonable, in 
regard it was purchafed ; becaufe no notice is taken of the Paymafterfbi'f in the 
pfeceding Order, nor does fAx.Tbmas any where reprefent that Oflicc in the" 
iame light. ' [ 

a « At 



'^«/At the Court at St. James's, the-jd day of July, ^702. * 

Pre 9*£ l^^T*. 

. '•* The Queen's mofi: excellent MkjESTY. ' 

<^ Her Majesty is pleaied tp acquaint the Dordi^ of the 
^'<< Council, That having fettled her Fafiiily and Houflibld^ her 
** Majesty had refolved to hinder th^ felling of Places for the 

^^^ future^ and to declare her Plcaftire, That Htf^Officer or Perfm 
•'f* depending oiQ her^MAjEaV*, -do jirifutrie to /cllany'Clffice^T 
" ** Places A«d <o the end thit tins heir MA)E»r V^s RoyaLPleafure 
•** be made public in the beft matfnet, Hfer Majesty, with the 
-*« advice of -her !^PrivyGouftcil, h^s tlhptight iit tdiirdcr that Mr. 
^* Attorney Ocneral and Mr^.^tfUicitor-Geileral dd'; prepare the 
'^" draught of a Dedaratbn to Wfe pnblifhied in 'her MAjEfitY's 
^^* Name accordingly,, and do^prefeut the fame to her Majesty 
*« at this Soard, for her iZ^/^pprabirtion.*^ 

In confequence of thefe inftruaions to^^er-MAjESi^s Attofi^ 
ney General -and SoUidtor General,, the following X^eciaraiiw 
ovasiiJTued: 

, , * * • ■ 

^ At cheXSouit^ St/ Jameses the pith day ^f^u If, .170s'* 

^« The Q<rsEv^^ moft exeellent VLkjuin^. 

, ^ Her MajbbtV is pleafed^o decide that (he judges ilie>J9A 

f ^ ling of<iffices ^d PJacis^in bet HdtKhold a^ '^amriy to %t 

^« highly difliobourdble to her MAjmivr^ .prjrjudiciti ' td \k6t 

T«^ Senrice, and atdifcouragement to Virtutf^ahd true Meiit^ wHicti 

^ can and fliall only recommend jperfons to hisr Royai Appro- 

^^ bationi and that herMi^jts^^ is i«llbl\r6d «6 pra^ehMucli 

^ Ji^^g of th6 ifame : and therefore sdeclai^er Ker Plfeafuiift to be 

'4(. that M<igScer or £irvant whatfo6ver-that is ^ (hall be «f 

^ HSR Family or Houflic^, do prefuoe to Jell or ht^i or^fiff. 

^J fer to ht, fold or bought^ *ny Cffice 01 Place therein Uhder 

-i Jbl *V.paitt 
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** pain of incurring her Majesty's difpleafure, and of being 
** removed from her fervice ; and that all perfons concerned may 
" take notice hereof, her Majesty commands that this Decla- 
" ration be forthwith printed and publiihed.*' 

It was accordingly made public by the Gazette of the 13th of 
July. 

Herein we have again followed ihtFrencb pradice, for the fame 
abufe had crept repeatedly into the Gardes du CorpSj and Ordi- 
nances were as often made to reform it *. At what point of 
time thefe and other (imilar Offices in our Court rclapfed into a 
flate of Venality I do not learn ; but it was probably a gradual 
encroachment, which, from indulgence, grew into an inherent 
right, the purchafer claiming in his turn to become a Vendor ; 
and it is matter of public notoriety, that^ by connivance, fuch 
Pofts continue to be transferable property at this day. Thefc 
tranfaflions, however, had certainly met with an abolition by 
the authority of Parliament in the prefent Reign, had not the 
univcrfality of the praftice and the hardship attending the mea* 
fure proteded the parties, the particulars of which affair I (hall 
m^ition briefly in the order of time. It is obvious, however, to 
remark, that the lofs of dignity muft of courfe follow, when 
Offices once fo honourable, became indi(criminateiy open to 
every -purchafer; and, from what we have feen on the whole, 
we may obfcrve, with Pere Daniel—" la Splendeur dun dtt 
«* plus illujires Corps qui ait eti dam la Mai/on de nas Rois^ et fa 
•* Decadence entiere +/' 

Nothing further being difcernible in this, or indeed in the 
following Reign, we may pafs on to that of K. George IL the 
interval being merely filled with Orders for general and parti« 
cular Attendances, Difpenfations for Abfcnce, &c» . The ktter 

* P. Daniel, Hift. de la Milice Frapfoife, Tom. IL p. 139* 
\ Idem, p* 1 1 !• 

of 
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of the Duke of Mont^u, mentioned before, (p. 69.) belongs 
to this period, in the year 1734, which, while it gives a very 
polite reprehension for previous negled, and exa£ts a rigorous 
attention to duty, admits at the fame time of a latitude in fbme 
particulars which exifts at prefenC 

A Letter from his Grace yobn Duke of Montagu^ Captain of 
the Band of Pensioners, to the Clerk Qjthe Cheque *. 

''Sir,. 

** As his Majesty has done me the honour to entruft 
« me with the Command of his Honourable Band oi Gentlemen 
** PenJtonerSy fol think it an indifpenfible duty incumbent upon 
** me to do every thing in that Truft which may be for the 
«« Honour of his Majesty and of the Band; and not to fuffer 
** any thing which may derogate from either. The BandoiPen^ 
" Jioners^ as they have the honour to be his Majesty's nearejl 
** Guards f^ they are intitled to an lK)nour which no other of 
<^ his Guards have, which is that of mounting Guard daily in 
** his Majesty's Prefence Chamber ^ and thereby becoming more 
^< nearly entrufted than any other inxiie immediate Guard of liis 
" Majesty's facred Perfoii. 

*• This Honour was firft granted to the Band by K, Henry 
*• VIII. by the Ordinances made by him for the Government 
*^ of the Band, and was confirmed by K. Chafles I. in the year 
<« iS^^^-hy K.Charles II. in the year 1677 — and by K.James 
" II. 1684. 

" This materia), and one of the moft honourable parts of the 
** Duty belonging to the Gentlemen Penjioners^ they are not 
** only under the penalty oi iht^ Cheque^ but by the Oath taken 

* £xcra£led frooi the Order-Cook, by permifEoii.of the Captain of the Band. 

M z '* at 
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<^ al'ttieir Admtfiibft, €d>lige€t to perform ; by wbtch'O^ ^3kky^ 
<< are beund to obferv&the Rfiles andArfiicJes akead^ ms^Ie^ bi^< 
*^ which (Kail be hereafter made for- the GovefDineti( of the! 
^^ Band^ .aiid inuiUlhings tabaobidientta^theirOffictrS) ifo Afif 
«« as their Gomtnands (hall cotKeriv the fervice of<tha*X2v^Ti 
«* Majesty. 

^^ -But not witbftatkEi6g' their obUgatloM, .Fhare ob^rted tbi»' 
^ materialptDtol^theirEhity of daily attendat^ce iii xh^Br^fince*- 
«* Chamber has been of late jrcars neglededv which I can attri- 
^< bute to no other caufe in tht^ Gentlemen than tKe» want of 
'• their being rightly informed of theirDutyj which if tHey had s 
^ ktiown, I am pcrftiaded they, would never have negle£bed that 
*« Duty whicli they owe tohis Majksty anAibliged toby theii:- 
•^-Oathy^and^hich is adtfhoiiour fdr them to omit. 

*^ And afrl«am perfuaded^it wdll be- entirely pleafing'tothe. 
•* Gentlemen. \o h^ve thenv^malntained in. every part ofithe Ho*; 
^•-nourables Privileges belonging to them, which at the fame^^ 
•*'time is.con(iftcnt with the Duty which myfelf^and they owe; 
** to his MAJESTY :: it-is my. intention. -that from New.year*S; 
•♦ Day next you do take due care, (as you are. obliged by your. 
*« Office either by yourfclf or^by your Deputy) *^th at the Gentle* 
^^ men of:the Band do attenii^every morning v with their Aits in : 
•**^the Prefence* Chamber. 

*« By the Articles of the B^nd^ the whole Band^x^ to at- 
«* tend during Cbnjimas time ;, but I*(halli difpenfe with the at* 
<* tendance, of the* whole for this-tirtie',— provided Vthat all /the 
** GM//tfiww,. who are now in town, do. give their* attendance 
•* on the Jirfi of January j^zv\ A that from^that time forward Five 
** of the Gent/eMen.da attend every morning*^ in^the Prefence* 
•^ O&tfwArr,: with their ^*^,ri from the hour of Ten till his MX-^ 

* At that'tline the K'ng- had a Levee every morniog. 

' • tt 



^jsar Y is gone to EHnner, and th«C tfaey^ alfo attend with their 
^^ Battle ^Jixes in the Pre/ence^Gkfimhr every DrawingproQift 
** nighty and other puhltc »ights *» ffom; Eight o^clock iii the^ 
^^evening.till hia-MAj«STT it ivticed^ . and always to {land ca' 
^^ their Arms^wheo any of^the Rox^al^ FAMit^Vf or the Cap« 
**. TAiN'pafs by, 

- ^^ Thia is what I defire you wilLforthwith aequaint the L/Vii*. 
^* tijtmnt^,. Standard'bfiH'crl znA Gentlemen oS the Band' vrith^ 
«^ and^as itas a Duty fbuMch for the^Honour qi the Kit^ato 
^* have performed^ . aivd for xht Gentlemen to perforin , fa I am 
*« perfuaded it will be with the.greateft plealbre the Gentle^^' 
^^jnen will. receive' this Order^. and that ooniequeotly tb(^ wili^ 
«^obey it with the ^eatcfl chearfulneiis*. 

♦♦ I am, Sir^ 

. ^^ Youf Fnciid and^Servanc; 

«*Dittont 

«< I would have you every week let nie ham aKetum of the* 
«* Names of the feveral C^>2/^m^ll-tha^hwe^^moulltedX}uard oii - 
•♦ the feveral day* of that week. - 
«* To George Turner, Efqi 

** Qerk of the ^Cheque to • 
^ tht Band ^^Penfianers^^\ 

^ The Band of Gssi^tlemen Pbnsionsrs, Sir, -having been-<b '^ 
Mng a mere appendage to the. KiN'g's ftate and the parade of thc^ 
Oourt, one does not expe£kto:heap again oiMufterSf Horfes^ Arms^ « 
&c. but the internal difquietude of the northern parts ojf thekwg* 
dona:'had,.in.thJ» year 174.5, fo nearly <»lled the iCiN« into tho 

m 

* Qyeen Carbine- faad- her Dniwi&g>Rooin« io-an Eveniiigf 

Field, 
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Field, Aat the Band aftuallj received an Order from Sir WU-- 
ftMm Wynne the Lieutenant, iii the abfence of Lord Hobart, 
(the Captain) to prepare theirifelves to attend his Majesty, 
who bad refolved to fet up his Standard on Finchley Common. 
Every body. knpivs that the decifive battle of Culloden, gained 
by his late Royal Highnefs William Duke of Cumberland, pre- 
vented the King from taking the Field. The following are the 
words of the Order lent by tht Clerk of the Cheque to each Gen* 
tleman to accompany the Royal Standard. * 

** Sir, "Dec. 5, 1745. 

« The Rebels having advanced to Derby, the King has 
" fignified his intention to fet up his Standard on Finchley Com< 
** mon. You are therefore commanded to acquaint the Gentle^ 
" men of the Band to be in readinefs with their Servants j Horfes^ 
^< and Arms J to attend his Majesty there. 
. " I.am,:Sir, 

" Your Friend and humble Servant, 

" WiLUAM Wynne ♦. 
** To George Turner, Efqi Clerk 
" of the Cheque to his Ma- 
" jesty'^s Band of Gentlemen 

•* Penfioners^^ 

Thus far. Sir, I have brought forward every material occuf^ 
rcnce that I have been able to colleft refpedling the Band, in 
chronological order, nearly to the middle of the prefent Cen- 
tury; and yet a circumftance happened fo lately as the year 
1782, which muft not be pafled over in (ilence. 

Chamberlayne tells us, that one old privilege of the Gentle-^ 
men Pefjfioners was that they (hould be admitted toCommifiions 

* .Qx<]er-3cK>k of the Band« 

in 
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in the Army preferably to all other perfons whatfoever*, I 
have not feen the Authority for fuch an Aflertion, but it con- 
forms very much with what is ftated in Lord Hunfdon*s letter 
to King James I. where the Band is confidered as a fcbool to 
qualify Gentlemen for higher and more aftive Employments. 
This remove from the Band into the ^r/^ry-cftabliftiment, I am 
informed, was meditated a few years ago, when the Earl of 
Lichfield had the Command ; but difficulties arofe concerning 
Rank, and the matter dropped. 

An intention of an inverfe nature was entertained by Mn 
Burke, in his Bill for the Reform of the Royal Houfhold, which 
was brought into the Houfe of Commons in the above year i ^82, 
whereby it was propofed that no Pott under the command of the 
Captain of the Band fhould be fold, but be fupplied there- 
after by Officers of the Navy or Army upon Half-pay of a certain 
{landing, (left to the determination of a parliamentaryCommittee) 
from the date of their firtt Commiffion. The Officers of the Teo-- 
men of the Guard (the Captain excepted) were placed in the 
fame predicament. ThisClaufe, if carried toeffe£l, would hftve 
been fraught with private injury, inafmuch as the Officers of both 
thefe Bodies, as well as the Gentlemen of the Band then in Of- 
fice, had all bought their Potts on the faith of their Cransfera* 
bility, and would thereby have been tied down to a life-intereft 
only, after having paid for their refpeclive V\XTzh^ft% from one 
to fix tboufand Guineas. Mr. Burke, on the fecond introduc* 
tiou of his Bill with amendments, became fenfible of tbe op- 
prefliou involved in the firtt draught of it» and the Claufe was 

■ 

* frefcnt State of the Year 1737* by John Chtmbetlayne, Efq-^-H^ addt, 
That none fliall be admitted into the Band except they fliiH have: ferred at their 
own Charge, fcr Six Months at leaft^ as Gentlemen at hrmi^^ot Pcnfionert Jfx- 
traordinary. This circumftancei for want of coiifirinationj I leave^ dt)QbtfQU 

emitted^ 
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emitted ; but not tin the Band of Penfimers^ oft ^dr part, hsA 
j^refented the foUowiiig Puition to the Hcij/i ^Commons. 

. * 
^ To tht JHonoraile the Coiismons ^f Great Britaia In iPavliz^ 

^ oieiit aiicmbled. 

■** The Humble Tetitian of the CTrsf^MM MongiAgtD the Ho- 

-** aorable Hand^cH Fen/uners, 
'♦^ Shewethy 

** That your P^ionens hamg pertiftd the Bill Wfore 

; M thtf Houorabletioufc, ^Far tnabKng his Mijfiy'todif charge the 

. '-•• DtbtrrontmSed upon the Cml Li/i Revenues^ and for prevenu 
*** mg the fime jram hemg .in arrsdr for ithe fuUitei^ iy reguhting 

• -•* /i&f 0fMAf inpayment ma of the f aid RfVenaes^ and by fappreffmg 

^* arrfgulMing eentain^'Oficts therein mentioned^ whic'b art n(H» 

" paid tmtqf^theJR.evenUes offhetSiwlLifli^ are under the gfeatcft 

^* ooiloem to find itjpropofed tobe-enafted byfuch Bill, ♦ ^hat 

-t^ all £bmn^dn and oih^r (^ers di/onging to /^r Band ^/X}^ht!e- 

>^ imeni^eBfiotiwBf Mider the Ci^jptain efdhe-Band^ as alfo'ihe 
> iFacancies in /i^ Baiid 2^Getitlemen^Pettfi6ner9y fiotdd^i^be 

. :<* fUd^:iut 4bat. the Cjfficers and private G^tit^^ 

. r«« .Paa&onotBjhouldieJiUed only hy Officers ^/^ i&rmy^r PTa^y 

:^« upott.H»lf.Pfly4' ' 

^^ Th^ yovtr '^Petitioners htp^ leavift fo«inforni tKi« HonorSle 

^^ Housibf th4t 'it has been oudomary fof many <yeaf s ))aft to 

*^ parchafe vbeOffitt.^or place of a i^nyzttGenth^an of the 

z if ^ Band jof Pen^SonexSj Jitid^, Ml "-t^ fzme (with 'the apprbba* 

>* tion pf the.CAPTAB^ as otcafion offered: 

rh '** Thar^ mtooi^dcisae bf being -permitted to fell rfiteh Offi^ 

•5** ©replace, yqnrPftitionefshate been induced to give, on an 

' ^:»veragV One Thtufatd Guineai for the fame.: 

«ii That 
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^« That. th?. Sa/^ry of fueh Office qr^ Place^ aft^r payment c< 
^^ the Land "t&si and other out-goings, feldom producing mor^ 
<^ than the net. annual fum ofSeventj^mne pounds, and the en^ 
•* pence of th,e neceiT^y regimental or uniform^rdrefs of youc 
^* Petition's bein|; dedi^fted thereout^ reduces the Income to 
" . about Seventy 'Jix. Pounds per annum : 

•* That many of your Petitioners being Gentlemen of fmall 
^« fortunes,, and having little elie to depend on than this incon:;ie« 
«^ af)d fome oi^your Petitioners being nuMrr^d and having chil^ 
<> drei|» wUl;be vc^y much diftreffcd if they ihould nojE b(r,ptrr« 
M mitted; tOiJeJi their Offices or Places* ^ . . 

( > : . ** ITovr Betiiionert. iberefare with the great eji Dtferince fab^ 

. *« mit their^Gafi to tbeJuJHu and U^ifit$M of this Ho- 

:.*f .wraUe Houie,, tru^igj that on^tbii Conjiileration tbef 

A:u *^\fiMfb(xoeilfuch\htdnimitm.andi'JielirfiH'tkePi*^^ 

** as to tbfs Honorable HovssJiM ffMnniet, '■■ ' • • ' 

** jM'yem^FetmbtienjS^'evfrpraj^^* 

' Frochdle fore^ngf^/rA/ir, dirr^ith«|)4ter^^ BKIrff 

iiury.iliii^{Vpomtsrbecbllcdedi::'^ I hd^^rtf^' 

fa£e6){djtnxKdk ^nyout^^paiienco, there -atie ibilife parlitQliits J^ 
cema&ing^ with which. Bmufl: b^ ieaire to detain *you for zfd^ 
imnvtissi longer. \ 

In the Lift of the Officers and Gentlemen befon |^vni>.in the 
Reign.ofiEiiM Uc|ir^, and in «lhotbers)whicblfabviei<6en, the 
Hariiagkr is^mcMinned^ of whom: wt have ^)^y^ Mken do i^i 
ticQ, and wh6^ we learn from I^ordr Hgnfilt^n'*^ Letter<^ hod thi^ 
^ank of a Gentleman- Jl^^^inger. Our Kings, till the late Refprgi 
(1782) had three O'r^^of H^rJ^ingfir^^ vi{&.- A j^^-iJ^^ 
^^r;-^-one or imore- Gentiemtu^Harbing/ersirf^i^d^ fire. or< nlote 
Teomen^flistrfm^^ h i& not necefTary to go into the fcmdions 

. rJ of 
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of thefe Officers on this occafion \. fuflfice it to fay, that in the 
difbribution of lo<Igings formerly, when, the CborC m^vediu- 
progrcflcs, &c. the JOr/^A/^ Harbinger providtcf for the^ accom?^ 
modatton of the King and RoYAt Fabjjlv, — the (?^r/i!^wf«- 
Harbingcrs for the Great Officers^ — and the Z^fWTr-Harbingers- 
for the reft of the Retinue* r it was therefore oo-fmall honourr 
that the Band of Pensioners (houtd be allbwed'a peculiar Of- 
ficer of this denomination, anda- Aril grealtr^ that he (Houid ^it of. 
thtftcond Order; There is- at this time another Appendage of a 
}ate date, viz. a Mejfhiger and Axe^ketper^ (confolidated Offices)'^ 
not properly a branch of the Eftablifhrnear, as the pvty is paid bjit 
the Baud : this latter appurtenance however feems rather to- 
have been; a revival by general confent;, for* we have feen that 
formerly each Gentleman^ on Muftecs,. and fuch other-occafions». 
yras alkHFod tov have hk^jrr bowe jiften^iiiny by^ axlervant, to> 
the places of Rtodezvous^f «. < 

Th€*G£i4TX.EMSS Pensionsks are nowftyled Efquires in their- 
Warrantsof Appointment, which puts them upon a par with Cap*^ 
i^A>Kt ki ibeAnn^f though they have na intlitary Rank ; ud^ 
y^ it i^ obferivable, that in the Proclaaiatloh wheieby Mr* Perq^ 
kifeclared^Trsutoc, in .the Reign of K.: J^unes K he isdeicribedi 
bjFthe otame aiid addition of Thomas Bercy^ Gentleman. Ther» 
were feveral Proclamatbns relating to him^^in not one of wliid»4 
he isiftyfed iB/^wn^^. 

A( what time the Un^rm wrzi firft adopted^ fimil&e to itY 
pfe&at] mode (according to the fsiftiioa of the day), . I caniioL^ 
determine^ though it.oiaj^ moft probablyibe attributecLto ibe.pe-^ 

* The KMfxt^^Gtfaliimn'Harkimger and Tnmm BOryimgers^.yKxsi. aboliihed^ 
^%t : ^mi^M.ofKiigbt'UkrUnpr now only remains. 

f Iifindiio iMcoof theic fuboidiaace* Officers rathe Prefent tecety either of 
OomlwrUyne^ or Mi^t tiU the b^innki g of thejleigp of King Ge orge lU' 
The M^enier's is the oftenfible Office, ai^jHBHBHliBiBHPMI tbe Poft t 
^f Axe^hetfer is uoderftood ta paft .with it, though not exprtflcd in the Mtf-. 
fsngej^t Wauaat». 
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riod of the Rcftdration^ from which time it has acquired oti 
every change/ a ftill more military Caft. There feems gene- 
rally to have beien a conformity of drefs, at leaftin the Outward 
Garment of theB^m^: thus at the (iege of Boulogne, (1544) we 
have feen the Penfiontrs habited alike^ and again at the Corona- 
lion of K» £dw. VL though indeed^at^ one of the Muflefs in that 
King*s Reign they appear varioufly dreiTed and ornamented. We 
however find the^ir Habit reftored to uniformity in the Reigns of 
C^Mary atid C^ Elizabeth, after which we have no view of It 
till' we come very near our own times*. The prefent Uniform 
is fo well known' as to requiiie no defcription, and may pbAibljr^ 
titer in fome points 011 the next Renewal^ being entirely at the 
pieafure of thcCe/^Afm, witb-the ¥3i^^ approbation: — but! 
fcem to have faid enough already on the fubje£k to draw upon* 
myfelf the Cenfure which Bifhop Nicol(3n has pafled upon Hail 
the Chronicler f. ..*: * ' 

With refpeft to citkitr Enjigns jf^C^ey the CapVaik bdari' 
nn.EApnySi^Svi'xxhzGoUHeaJj in the form oif a Giine, whkh 
he receives from the King, without a^ny other'Commiflion, and 
which he furrenders iikewiie to thekrNo'on the Refignatioa of 
his Poll. At what precife time this Badge was firft adopted, we 
can only conjefture :^ thtifs mtiih however feems to car^y itto 
the Reftoration, as in a Plat^ of a Proceffion of the Knigfati of 

^ The following circigmftances maf ferte to (hew fomethifig of the pfictal 
Habit in the earlier parti of the prefent Centary, In^ the Order for New GttMtht 
on the Birth-day of King George^ 1« QAtj ;iS». 1726,) it is fpecified that ^ Gen- 
tkmcn (hould wear Scarlet Stfl^kings.^ljkiik^ next BL^gn, (A. D. 1751,1) they, 
were exchanged for Ugbt Grey Stockings^ and thSe Order fiatther prefcribed. Br/^g^a* 
diir^PerukestnABuek/kin-Gioves. fOirder-Book]. 

f «• If tlie Reader/' fayt hu trOrdlhtp, ^< defir^ to know what fort of Gloatht 
<« were worn in each King's Reign, and how the FaOiions altered,. this is ao Hi-" 
<' ftorian for his purpofe/' [Englilb Hifloriciil Lib ary, p. 71. 2d edit;] - ' 

' '' ' N'a • the ♦ 
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%\yt Garter^ 1571^.111 Afl»mob!s.;Hift<^^ 

TAIN is placed at the beati c^thP'PA^i>-wilh^a«r0nul^ B^tonJ^ 

The Captain is fworn rivtobis ]Pd0^ by the LoRix-Ciii^iif-^ 
BERL A IN /;i perfrn^ by virtue of^tbc KfnoJs Wwrao?.- 

The'LiEUTEN ANT and StaN4>a*d -bparer ha*cfi»ilar Staves 
e|,^^;7y» wl^h Heads of >£r/u^r» which th6y]lik€rvvi<il:|fecc]fvefiomi 
the/Kc^'G9 as Inveflituresjn Office^after^ic^ thc^ arc fwcfnihy 
tlixe C^r^ V /i&^ Qbeque^x 'm confequqnfie : pf j^ Wjirrtnt from the 
Captain. The Ci^BRtc 09^ the Cfi«Oy:( .^catS'tfiOfficer^d 
IJniJormj and bas likewife zn Ebony Staff^. luferiorlyDrtttmantedi 
^ t^ H^a^, (beitig partly SUver^ and partly limy^ ^hkh was 
fiifft»iW«4'by //ltfJ?iii^2/f Ar«/i^«^^^ as. 

^[pp^rs .f fosti *kkt: Order^Sook ^ob w:: before jnCf ^ wheife tke. ibUo w— 
iiig Memoraoadam ktfouadf^^ 
IhI Dbc.:^^, .J737-; .' . 

** His Gface the Duke op, Montagu was plea&d ' to giie *f 
•i ifi^. f P^^Qf^Kg^ Tiurwcc, iB^ ; ^#r^ ^^Ar Cfeiyntf, and direfiEed ; 
^}' Jmi» to c#9y t^ toe vrhe$e^1wr.^:jltl»ndedoa )bUMAjfiST«^ 
•f :ip .t^;i?^a«^..(^^ 

l^jii^ Ofiker is f)vxKa% the£}iVPTAiiiii}rr^iidxeGe»ves tfae5!r^;^ 
f^o^^i fhifix, . a^id .nc^ £^^ 
, ,Tj^<^pE|*T*WW} of the B/|ifft*«M5f CwPfn%^ A« Clerk, ^: th&^ 

It need not be faid tbat the principal Infignia of Office belong- 
ing to the Gb^nt^emen are their ^^^. The Heads of rbeai^ 
refemble the anci^nyt .4/x^i ufed tOr* cloie onfet with the* ene^ : 
my ; the ofienfive jwit • is finalllsr, fot eafe and • con venience ; ; 
though the 5haft is loogi^r^ fpt State : To that the^ proper iterm for - 
themisPoIe-AxeSj they being t^ongzit^BaUJe^Axes. This weapon >. 
was formerly a part of the Royal £quipmenti in . War, , and in « 

♦ Ghap. XXI, Sea, 4, ;. 

t Order-Book. This Indolgence carries the more honour with it, as the Clerk: 
9f^bt Cbequi of the Yiinunol the GuitJIxks no Tucb official Badge. 

engravings 
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bcllifhments, as wc may difceni from the reprefentation of a pro- 
ceflion of the Knights of the Garter given by Aflimole*. The 
above drawing of Vandyck being in Chiaro fcuro^ the Colour of 
the Habit of the Penjioners is not difcernible ; ndther does the 
CaptaifCs official Baton (if then in ufe) appear from the 
Proceflion in the year 1639; for TAeopbilus Eakl of SvtfolK^ 
(then the Captain) being a Knight*companion of the Order, 
walked in his place, and is not diftinguiflied fi-om the othej 
Knights by any Enfign of Ofl^ce. 

On a Dcmife of the Crown^ or on the Death of a Queen-Con- 
(brt, the Band of Pensioners attend the Funeral, and flank the 
Canopy, carrying their ^f^ reverfed, and on (everal of thefe oc- 
cafions the j^xes have been |>ut in Mournings that is, their Tufu 
were black, and their Shafts were covered with black velvet, 
fludded with black nails, inftead of the ufual coveting of crim- 
fon velvet, ornamented with gilt nails, &c -f. 

• Hift. of the Ordcrof the Garter, Chap. XXL ScA. 4. 

t This wa3 done on the demife of ^ Jnne — of K. George L and of ^ Gir«* 
liiu. Till the Acceffion of hit prefent Majefty, Orders for the Mourning iflued 
from the "Captain in writings addrefled to the CUrk of the Cheque^ who notified 
theni to the Betnd^ and were not included in any public Older from the Earl Mar* 
Jbal^tY^ Jjord Cbmmherlaiu^ or the Secretary at frar. On the demife of the late 
King, to give the Court a naore military appearance^ it wat only required that 
the Band and the Officers^ (together with the Officers of the Tcomen of the Guards J 
in common with naval and military Officers, (hould wear a Crape round the left 
arm : 'by which meant the Band became included in the Order for Mourning 
which iflued from the War-Office. 

^Having gone thus far into minutiae, it may not be amifs to preferve^()i« laft Or* 
dcr4>f this kind, which iflued interiorly from the Captain. 

On the demife of the Crown [1727] ikk<tBand was diredcd to wear — ** Scarlet 
^< Coats trimmed with black, black cloth Waificoats and Breeches, black Swords 
^< and Buckles, and to put their Axes in Mourning.** 

On i^. Caroline's death [1737] theMournii g was flitl clofcrj' ^f-z.— ** Scarlet 
^ cloth Coats, without bottons on the fleeves, or pockets, with Waiftcoats and 
^* Breeches of black cloth. Weepers broad hemmed, chamoy Gloves, crape Hat* 
*< bands, black Swords and Buckles, and their Jxes to be covered with black vel* 
^ vet.** [Ofdcr-BooL] 

Some* 
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The Daty of the Five Gentlemen attending in the Trefeme^ 
Chamber likewife went further in the late Reign than it now 
does ; for an Order naade by the Duke of Montagu (the Cap- 
tain) in the year 1/37, direfts, that when the Kino goes to 
the ParHament^Houfe^ " the Five Gentlemen, waiting in the 
•* Prefence-Chamber^ do always attend his Majesty down ftairs 
" with their jlxes^ to his Coach, and wait till it is gone off; 
*' and on his return from the Houfe to St. James's, they are to 
<< receive him at his alighting out of his Coach, and guard his 
** Majesty up-ftairs to the Prefence^Cbamberf where they 
" ufually wait." This Order moreover enjoins, that •* Four 
<* of the Gentlemen in waiting on his Majesty at the Parlia^ 
** tnent^HouJe^ do receive him at his getting out of his Coach, 
** and follow into the Princess Chamber^ where his Majesty 
<^ robes, and place themfelvesas near the King as conveniently 
" may be, before the Teamen of the Guards and ftand to their 
*< Arms till his Majesty is gone into the Houfe \ and that 
^< they place themielves in a like manner againft his Majesty 
" comes out of the Houfe^ and whilft his Majesty un-robcs,. 
^ and attend him down ftairs to his Coach ♦.'* 

And now. Sir, I have but one more official Circumftance to 
trouble you with on the part of the Band, not the leaft ancient, 
nor the leaft honourable. Branch of their Duty, which is that the 
Gentlemen Penfioners have a prefcriptive Right to carry up' the 
Royal Dinner on Coronations, without exhibiting any Claims, 
as others do, who often contend for the performance of (imilar 
Offices on fuch occafions, in quality oi Carver^ Cup-bearer ^ Se^er^ 
&c. &c. &c. Thefe laft being feudal fcrvices, appendant to Lands 
and' Offices held of the Crown, to be performed folely on Core- 
futions, occur but feldom, while the Band of Pensioner g 
had the fiirther honour of carrying up the fecohd Courfe at St; 

• Order*B<x>ku 

Ccorgc'^ 
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This honourable Service of carrying up a part at Icaft of the 
Royal Dinner, has long been an appendage of Office to the Band 
on other folen^n and fplendid occaiions^ as well as at Corona* 
tions and at St* George's Feaft. Thus on the Marriage of King 
Philip and Queen Mary, the Gentlemen Penjioners we are told 
chiefly Carried up the Dinner^ at which Ceremony their Cap* 
TAIN {^bomas katcliffe^ Earl of Sufex) officiated as Sewer*. 
On other lefs public Solemnities, and even in Progreiles, when 
the Sovereign either gave or accepted an entertainment in State, 
the Band perforincd the fame Office : as Tor example, when Q. 
Elizabeth, in a Progrefs, vtfked Arch-bifhop Parker, at Cin^ 
terbury, I573f the Dinner was ferved by her Majesty's Pen- 
sioners,—** Reginac a Stipatofibus, quos Penjionarios appellant, 
** in mensS miniftratum eft +.** 

To return. Sir, for a monient, to the Ceremony u(ed at In- 
ftallations of Knights of the Garter, A(hmole tells us that the 
Band formerly went in guard on each fide of the Sovereign and 
the Knights-Companions, as they did, for inftance, in the eighth 
year of King Charles I. to and from St. George*s Chapel J : but 
afterwards^ in the next reign, when Afliroole wrote, the Band 
clofed the Proceffion, Two and Twoj with the Captain at 
their head Ij- This change of Poft had at that time taken place 

hood ; but the Fees were not allowed by the Treafury- Board, for want of a pre- 
cedent, and the Lieutenant paid them himfclf — as did the Clerk of the Cheque^ 
who was knighted at the Jnflallation, 177 1« King Charles I. fbon after his Co- 
ronation in Scotland (1633) knighted no lefs than feventetn of his Gentlemen 
Pensioners. [Catalogue of Knights made by King Charles, colIe£ted by T. W. 
London, 1642, duod.] 

* Strype*8 McraoriaU. VoL III, p. 136. The Office of the Sewer 3s to* place 
the Difhes properly on the Tabic. 

t The account of this Progrefs, written in Latin, iaf given in the Appendix to 
the fecond Voltmie of Strype*s Annals of the Refbrmttion. 

\ Hift. of the Order of the Garter, pp* 515* 566. 570, 

jl Idem. See the Plate between p. 576 and p. 577. 
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Sir' Anthony Browne, Knt.-\ ,. 
of the Garter, j Memoir, p. 25.. 

WfLtiAM (Parr) Earl of\-\ ^.' . 
Essex*. -^ j Mfiraoir, p. 26. 

K, EDfVjiRD VI. 

William (Parr} Makx^uis^ 
£;?" Northampton.. j MeoiQir, p.^o.. 

if. PHILIP anil ^ M;#/?r. 

William (Parr) MarqjjiS"! 
North AMPTON+. | -Memoirjf p. 43.. . 

Thomas (RitcliJ'e) Earl o^: 



Sussex. 



|M«aoir>.p,j96^. 



^. ELIZABETH. 

Henry (Cary) Lord Huns-I ... 
rpN. ; Memoir, p, 54. 

George fC/ry) Lord Huns- T ,, . , 

DPN. jMynoir, p, 61. 

K. JAMES I. 
George (Gjry) LoRp Huns- I Memoir, p. 49. . 

Henry (Percy) E. ./ N<>r.| j^^^^. ^ 
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*£a created after, tht death of Hrary Bourcbier^. the-, late Earj, wlo(^ (oXp^: 
daughter he had married. [V id. Memoir, p. 26, in a Note.] His Lordfliip was « 
crc^yd Marquis ' of. Northampton, ii^ tl^e firfi year of King Edward VL (Vid. . 
Note tqPagq 31 of, the Memoir.] 

t Attainted, isS3: 



K. WILLUU III, 
John f Lovelace) Lord Love- > _ . 

LACE*. I ^1»<H£, p. 7^. 

Ralph /^Afo«/<jrg»/ Earl ofXr\} 
Montagu. j ^ 

Charles fFiixroy) Duke e/ 1. Menjoir, p. 88. 
St. Albans [1695]. /' 



Henry (W/./^ D«ke cf. ^^j^.^^^.^ p 
Beaufort, [1710.J J ^ 

^ GEORGE I. 

Charles fFitzroyJDuKz of-) Collinses Peerage^ 
St. Albans, [rcftored 1714+.^/ 

William [CavendlftA Mar--^ _, -^. , ^ 
oyise/HARTlNOTON [1726JOJ Collins s Peerage. 



Ji:. GEORGE II. 



Richard rB^-/.; Earl .A Collins's Peerage. 

Burlington, [1731.J J 

John f Montagu) Dukb of ^ ^^ 

i r 1 I Memoir, p. gi. 

loNTAGU, [1734O J > r y . 



Charles (P,aule$) Do^k^^ 0^ ^ 
Bolton, [1740!] j Collins^ Peerage. 

♦ , Hif £^r^/^ 4i^d in thc,c<|»minandj^ 1693. [Crflins's Peerage] 
t His &rtfc/ died in the Command, 1726. tOoHins's Peerage.] 
\ Hil Lor4/hlp became Duli of Devon/hire^ 1729. 
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THURST, [1742*. J. o 

j0HN(iitf^tfr/)L0RDH0BART,T _ „. , - 

r V. N > Cojhns s Peerage. 

John (Berkeley) Lord Ber.-j ^ ,,. . p,,„„^ 

K. GEORGE HI. 

George-Henry (Lee) Ea^l 
^/'Lichfield, [1762 ||.] 

Oeoros (^Edgecumbe) Lord 
Edgecumbe, [,i772§.] 

George iTawoJhend^ Lgiid 
©EFERRARS,Mar.29^ 1 782 ♦*•] 

George-BusVy Q^iliers) E. 
5/" Jersey, [May 14, 1783^] 

Geo r GE (7(?Ti;/3yi&M^^ Lor D D £ 
Ferrars, [Dec. 31, 1783 +t,] 

novf 

EARL of LEICESTER, %%. 

* Created Earl Bithurft, 1772. 

f Crt^xtA Earl of Buckinghatn/hlre^ 1 749* 

;{ His Lord/hip reiigned, 1763. 

11 Hit Lor£//&/p died in the Commaildy I772« 

i Created J^i/£0tf;ir Mount- Edgecumbe and VaUetorty ^7li« 

** Hit Lord/hip religned the Command, I783« 

ff Re-appointed on the reiignation of the Earl rfj^fij^ 

XI Bj Patent of Creation, 1784. 

It is rather fingular, as an obfervsftion of the moment, that tlie Earl of Leicef- 
ter, the prefeni Captain, ia, as Baron Bonrchier and Louvaine, the lineal 
Heir and Reprefcntatii^ of the Family of Henry Bottrehier, Earl of £fleX| the 
/h:/! Captain of the BaiId* 
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APPENDIX. N^ II. 

SINCE the foregoing (hects were printed ofF, I have been 
favoured with the ufe of an old Order-Book belonging to the 
Band which contains fomeCircumftances that were hitherto un- 
known to me, and which otherwife would have been inter- 
woven in their proper places. The mbft material matter be- 
fore me is a Copy of the Orders of K. James II. which differ 
very widely from thofe either of K. Charles J. or K. Charles IL 
We (hall there find each Gentleman Pensioner again obliged 
to the finding of7hreeGrcat Horfes for himfelf and Two fervants, 
with Arms and other military Habiliments. We there like- 
wife meet with Eighty Gentlemen at Arms, or Pensioners 
Extraordinary J each of whom was to provide One Great Horfc 
and proper Accoutrements. Thefe Orders varying fo much from 
any that have preceded, I here infert a Copy of them, omitting 
fuch Articles as are in words or fubftance the fame as thofe of 
the Reign of King Charles L given in the Memoir, p. 69. 

ORDERS o/KifjG James II. A. D. 1684. 

I. The Honourable Band of our Gentlemen Penfioners 'having the 
Honour to have daily accefs into our Prefenqe Chamber as being our 
nearejl Guard and principal military .Corps oi our Houdipld — in 
which honourable Band our Royal Father in his late Civil Wars^ 
as well as other Princes our Predecejfors^ having found, great fervice 
as well in the gua;rd of their. .Royal Pfi:rlbi)6 as that it hath ferved 
them as a Nurfery to breed up the Nobility and" Gentry of the Realm 
in military Difcipline^ and f t them to b e Commanders in their fVars — 

and 
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8. Tbe/ame &c. 

9. . ♦ . . • yfnd every Gentkmaii Pcnfioner Extraordinary Ja^ 
Jailing JhaHy for tbtforji default^ he obliged to perform AoMhXt Duty?: 

and for the fecond default to perform triple Duty ; and for the third 
default to be clearly, expulfed and put out ef the Room of a Gentle- 
man Pfenfioner Extraordinary. 

10. The fame ai in the Orders ofK. Cbarks L 

ti. The faid GttitXtmevk Peniioners in Ordinary ^^£19^ required 
fy their Inftitution every of them to be well and ft^ciently provided 
and furtnjhed with his Three Gre^ Horfes for bimjelf and hit 
Servants^ with Arms and all other Habiliments to the fame apper^ 
tahsb^t the performance whepeof our late Brother^ King Charles 
the Second, was pleajed to dijpenfe with till hejbmdd think fit to re^ 
pitre the fame ^ — ^It is our wLt asvre that from henceforth the Forty 
Gentlemen Peniibners in Ordinary, and the Eighty Gentlemetr 
Penfioncrs Extraordinary, Jjoll each of them be Efficiently fw^ 
nlfM undproi^iied with one Great Horfe^ with a Cafe of Piftols,. 
a Broad S^ord, an Iron Back, Breads and Head-piece,. w//>& pro^ 
per Furniture and Accoutrements to the fame appertaining^ to be 
ready therewith whhin two days Warning to be given tbem by their 
Captain, Lieutenant^ or Standard-bearer, on failure whereof the 
Gentlemen Penfioncrs in Ordinary to forfeit Ten days Wages for 
thefirft default^ and for thefectmd default to forfeit a Month's Wa- 
gesy and for the third default to be clearly expulfed and put out of 
the Room of a Gentleman Penfioner in Ordinary, and to lofe his 
whole ^arier^ s Wages^ And every Gentleman Penfioner Extra- 
ordinary who fhall Jail to befurnifl^d and provided with Horfe and 
Arms as aforefdid^ and to be ready therewith within Two Days 
notice to be given him by bis Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard- 
bearer, fhall be elearly expu{fed and put out of the room of a Gen- 
tleman Penfioner Extraordinary* 

la. Every 
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X 2. E^ery Gentleman Pcnfioner in Ordinary Jball alfo fuffi* 
cientiy furnljh and provide him/elf with three Great Horfes^ with 
PiAols, Swords, Iron Backs, Breads, jW Head-pieces, with pro^ 
per Furniture and Accoutrements to the fame appertaining^ . for 
himfelf and tvjofervantsy whenever 'SSltJhall think fit to require tbe^^ 
fame^ to be ready therewith within fourteen days notice to bt given v 
unto them by their Captain, Lieutenant, or Standard-bearer, ««- 
dtr the penalty for every default to be chequed or expulfed clearly^, 
and put out of the room of a Gentleman Penfioner^^ as afcremen^ 
tidned. 

13. The fame as in the Orders of K. Charles I. 

1.4. Infubftance the fame as in the Orders of K. Charles I* 

v^u/The Captain of the Btindfball have a due regard that fuch 
Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary, and Gentlemen Penfioners 
Extraordinary, whom he Jhall appoint to do the* duty of Qox^o^ 
ral3,Sttb*Corpora]s,..FiIe-leaders,^W Adjutants to theBditiA^fhall^ 
henceforth always be fuch of the Gentlemen as /ball have the moji 
knowledge and experience in military difcipUne^ without., having re^ 
gardto tbeir feniority- ofadmiffion into the Band. 

16. The Habits^ Arms^ and Cloathing of the Gentlemen Pen^ 
doners in Ordinary, ^«J^ ^ /i6^^ Gentlemen at Arms or Pen- 
fioners Extraordinary, fhall be fuch as We or their Captain fball 
appoint. 

17. The fame as in the Orders ofK. Charles I. 

1 8. TA^ Trumpeters ^Our Houftiold attending on thefaidBind 
when they are under Armsy Jhall^ on every fuch attendance ^ bence^ 

forth be mounted upon white Horfes. 

19. The accuJiomedOaiks Jhall be taken by every Gentleman Pen- 
fioner ;« Ordinary and by ^v^ry Gentleman at Arms or Penfioner 
Extraordinary,, at their Admifion into the Band^. 

00; The fame as in the Orders of K. Charles L. 

6 zi.Tht 
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21. ^he Gentlemen Penfioners in Ordinary, and the Gentle- 
men at Arms, or Penfioners Extraordinary of the /aid Band,y2^/j// 
be advanced to be Commiffioned Officers in cur Army, preferably 
to all other perfons whatfoever. 

Given at our Court at IVbitehall^ the Tenth Day of February^ 
1 684, infrji Tear of Our Reign. 

By bis Majesty's Command. 
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APPENDIX. N°III. 



ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS. 

Memoir, p. 57. 

[In the Note.] 

'*^ Tiis letter is printed in Dr. Chamberlayne^ s Prefent 
** States^ viz. 1737 and 1748 ; but I have never been able to find 
*« the Original or any other Copy ofitj^^ 

In the old Order- Book (mentioned in the Appendix, No. I.) 
there is a tranfcript of the letter above-given ; but it is not there 
faid from whence it was taken. 

Memo I R. p. 76. 
■ " The Band was reduced from Fifty to Forty. This 

•' Dr. Chamber lay ne tells us took place between the years 167 a and 

The point in queftion is afcertained by the following extract 
from a Declaration of K. Charles II. which iiTued in the year 
1670*. 

*' Charles R. 

<* We having taken notice that fome Gentlemen of ^//r Band 
*' of Gentlemen Pensioners have been admitted into the 
" faid Band, not qualified as heretofore for that fervice, which 
** hath rendered the faid Band lefs grateful to Us ;-~for the pre- 

• Old Ordcr-Book. 

** vention 
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" veiition of the fame for the time to come, We do hereby dc- 
" clare, that the faid Band of Pensioners now confiding of 
** Fifty fhall be reduced to Forty that fliall be continued. -And 
** if We (hall think fit to remove any or all of thofe Forty that 
•* fliall be continued, thofe that ftiall be fo removed fliall re- 
** ceive Half -pay during their lives refpeftively, and thofe that 
*' fliall fucceed in their places the -other Half and after their 
<* deaths the WholeP 

It ftiould be obferved Tiere, in juftice to the Crown, that the 
^eti Gentxemen, then difcharged, were »ot tota^lly neglefled; 
for though the King, when this redoflion was made in the 
number of the Band^ had et>Iarged the Pay of all theOfficers re- 
fpeftively, and had advanced ifhat of each of the Forty Gsn* 
tLEMEN, to loo/. per annum: yet his Majefty, not to difmifs 
the TCen Gentlemen too unhandfomely ^who^ we may equi- 
tably fuppofe, did not purchafe their places) was pleafed to af- 
fign to each of them a fum of money, equal to the pay of a year 
and an half, to be levied upon the ftanding Corps. The above- 
cited Declaration thereupon runs thus — " That for the fatisfac- 
" tion of the Ten [Gentlemen] who quite leave the Band, the 
" remaiiring F(9r/y, and the Q^c^rj, (hall contribute out of their 
<* firfl year*s Wages, which fliall be paid according to this new 
«< Eftablifliment, the fum of 1,500/.— and that We will order 
" the payment of their Arrears in the firft place. 

^* Given under our Signet and Sign Manual, at our Court 
" at Whitehall, the 17th day of March, 1670. 

** By his Majesty*s Command, 
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when the Queen or King gave any of thetli the Place of 
Captain, to fend for the Clerk of the Cheque^ and call for a 
Roll^ and fuch of the Band as were in garter, to acquaint 
them with the King's Pleafure to make him Captain; 

* 

Whereupon^ the next Sunday following, fuch of the Gen* 
tlemen^ as were in Town, attended the Captain from his 
Lodging to the Prefence-Chamber^ whereby Notice was taken, 
that the King had beftowed the Place of Captain upou 
him;* 
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MEMOIR 

Re^alng the KING'S Body Gvaiu» 

o r 

Y£OM£N OP HIS GUARD. 
From it^s InAitutton 1485*. 

Sh the Prejident of the Society of Antiquaries^ London <{'• 

Sir, 

CONFORMABLY to my promife in the Introduaion to 
the Second Part of this Wbrki I here bring forward in 
account of His Majesty's Yeombn of the Gvarp, iimilar 
to that which I have given to the Society, and the Piibtickf of 

* Readt in fubftance, at the Society of Antiquaries Jufjr 3» 1785— afioir' 
inucli augmented, ahd brought down to tlit prefent time, 
t The Dean of Exeter. 
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2 The Yeomen of the King's Guard. 

the KiNG*s Honourable Bafjd of Ge^tleme^ Pensioners, and 
iball proceed without further Preface or Apology. 

The Corps before us then, Sir, is well known to have been 
erefted by K. Henry VII. at his Coronation (1485) under the 
pretext of giving an uncommon eclat to that Ceremony. Several 
Writers infinuate that the King form'd this new Guard on the 
Model of the French Court ; . but none difguife the motive— 
the fecurity of his Perfon. He claim'd the Crown by various 
Titles, but it was after a long train of civil commotions, and 
when he was by no means certain that the Storm had fublidcd. 
In order to give this Body Guard an oftenfible Appearance of 
mere State, the King, as Lord Verulam infinuates, wifhed " that 
*• it might be thought to be rather a matter of Dignity (after the 
*• Imitation of what he had feen abroad) than any matter of 
•* Diffidence appropriate to his own cafe ; and he made it to be 
•* underftood for an ordinance not temporary, but to hold 
" hi fucceffion for ever V* After this, his Lordfliip is free 
enough to fuggeft further as to the motive that — «* the Crown 
" upon the King's Head put perils into his Thoughts +/* 

It is faid by fome Writers that the Nation was at the 
time jealous of this Eftablifhment, and that the King was re- 
ficaiupd, and only permitted to conftitute ^his Corps as a Protec- 
tion of his Perfon, under a condition that it (hbuld not encrea(e 
to an Army. It was to be a State and Ornament to the Crown, 

Dot a Terror to the Subjedt \. 

» • • • 

• • • •' ' . . 

* Hift..x)fUc Reipi of K;. Hem VlL p. 7. 
. f Ijdcm. . 

X Dr. Gilbert Stuart's View of Society in Europe, p. 137. 4to. It is not {nv* 
t^Toblbk thiet the meaAire was devifed by Richard Fox (at length Bp. of Win. 
chefter), njr]^, Lord Verulam tells us, was expert at contriving matters of State 
and Pai^e»— was high in the King's confidence,-— and one of his warmeft 

Be 



TJI^e Yeomen of the King's Guard* ^ 

Be thefe things as they may, the original Complenaent of 
this Body was, according to the above-mentioned noble Writer^ 
to confift oi Fifty Archers, under the Command of a Captain, 
with the Title of Yeomen of the Guard. 

The term Teomen is here to be underftood both with regar4 
to their natural Rank in Society, and to the fubordination of 
Officers on the Royal Eftabliftiment, where almoft every Clafs 
had (among other Branches) a Serjeant^ a Gentleman^ and a Yeo^ 
man: and Writers agree that this Corps was expreflly to b? 
compofed of the Prime of thofe Perfons who are next below the 
Order of Gentry ♦• According to Holinfhed, thefe Men were 
to be " hardy, ftrong, and aftive** in themfclves ; and, as to 
their Fundions, were ** to give daily Attendance upon the 
King's Perfon;* 

The following is the Account given by Hall the Chronicler 
of the Inftitution of this Corps, " Thefe thynges** (meaning the 
Appointment of the Council and the Marriage with the Princefs 
Elizabeth) ^^ thus pafiTed, albeit that apparauntly all thynges 
** feemed to be reduced to a good poynte, and fet in a Staye, 
•* Kyng Henry being made wyfe and expert wyth Troubles 
" and Myfchiefes before paflt, remembred yt was Wifdomc to 
** feare and provide for the crafty Wyles and lurking Trappcs 
** of his fecret Enemyes.—— Wherefore, for the fave-guarde 
** and Prefervation of his awne Body, he conftituted and or-. 
*• deyned a certain Nombre as well of good Archers^ as of di- 
<* verfe other Perfons, being hardy, ftronge, and of Agilitie,. 
" to geve dailye Attendance on his Pcrfon, whom he named 

* Dr. Fuller, in his quaint way of cxprcfling himfclf, fays that — a Teomqn 
is a GentUman in the Ort^ whom the next Generation may fee refimd, fHoljr 
and Prophane State, ch. i8.] It is to be prefumed that, as being in theRoyaf 
Service, thefe Xt^men had Precedence of all the reft of the Yeomanry in the 
Kingdom. 

B 2 " Yeome^* 
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** Yeomei? of his GauDe; vMth Prdident (Precedent] Men 
•* thought that he learned of the French Kvng when he was 
^ in Fraunce ; for Men remembre not any Kyng of Eng- 
" land before that tyme which ufcd fuch a Furnytare of 
«* daily Souldyours." Such a Novelty muft doubtleft ftrike 
the ptiblick Eye very forcibly, and excite no fmall degree of 
Admiration * ! 

The French Model, here alluded to, leems to hare been 
a ^oiy of Archers which Was formed into a feparate Guard 
by Louis XI, A. D. 1475. The Cafe was thus. 

The grand Guard of the Bees de Corbin^ or the Htmdrtd Gen^ 
fkmenf had each ^wo Archers in his fuite tiH the above Period, 
when the King detached from them the Two Hundred Archers^ 
and erefted them into a diftindl Corps, as an inferior efta- 
bH(hment which he called the Lefler Gnard — ^ la petite Garde 
de fofi Corps +•** It is allowed by all Hiftorians that K. Henry 

* Hall and Polydor^ Vecgil agree in fubftancc as to this Eftablilhroent, and 
feem almoft to have compared Notes ; for one can hardly call it tranflating, as 
they were concurrent Writers. Polydore Vergil publiffaed his Hifkory 1533. 
HalftChronide was a pofthunwous Wx)rk, compiled by binirelfonly to the 
Y^r ^552 ; though heielit Notes for a Cominuatian to 1546, digefted and 
pobliiied by Grafc^n after Hallos Death, wbidi baj^ened in the following 
Year 1547. 

t Pere Daniel Hift. de la Milice Fran^oife, Tom. II. p. 102. Mont&ucon calls 
them tlie Six Score Archers ; fo that we may imagme they were not preferred to 
the full when formed irtto a feparate fiody. He derives his Authority from 
tbe Monametml Infcription of GulUaume de May^ there caU*d ** Capitaine de 
** Six Vingts Archers du Roi.'* He died 1480. What principally tempts me to 
infill on this particular is, that Montfaucon gives a Drawing of that Captain in 
his H^it de Function taken from the Monument, where he appears in Armour, 
with a Ling^Bow in his Right Hand, and a Swcrd and Dagger by his "Sides, 
kis S^yivir and Helmet lying at his Feet. £Montf. Monumens de la Monarchic 
Ffan^oifct Tom. III. plate 69. J L'Etat de la France, of the Year 1682, fays 
ttiat Louis de Graville was the firft Captain of thefe Archers thus re-formed 
1475, fo that one would prefume, by comparifon of dates, that GuiHaunu 4t 
Mo] was dM Second Captain. 

3 VII. 
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Archers^ as an Avant-Garde, running in pairs before him when- 
ever he went abroad *. 

* The Body of the Yeomen does not feem to have had any 
fuperior Officer at their Inditution, except a Captain, as 

fiention'd by Lord Verulam, to whom was added in the next 
eign a Clerk of the Cheoue : for the other Officers were 
not introduced till after the Reftoration. It is a little (ingular, 
that the Poft of Captain appears in the two following Reigns 
t6 have been frequently held with the Vice-Chamberlainfhip^ 
which two Offices are at this Day very incompatible. Sir 
Anthony Wingfield is found in both thefe Employments in the 
3 1 ft Year of K. Henry VllI +. In the Reign of K. Edward VL 
Sir Thomas D' A rcy held them together J; as did afterwards 
^ir John Gates §, Sir Henry Beding6eld |j, and Sir Chriftopher 
Hatton **. Other Offices have been held in Conjunction with 
it, as the Lieutenancy of the Tower in the Cafe of Sir Hugh 
Vaughan, temp. Hen. VII. [v. Appendix.] Sir Walter Raleigh, 
when Captain, held for fome time at leaft, the Office of a 

were adyanced in Pay upon a Redu£tion of their Number 15269 when Hawkins 
would have been Forty Years of Age, and, if he died in Office, flight have 
partaken of this Enlargement of the ftipend upwards of Sixty Years, which 
ieems fufficient to explain the Third Line above*cited. 

* Bibl. Harl. N*64a. [Article Yeomen of the Crown.] Thefe 24 Archers, 
the Account fays, had an Allowance of Shoes and Stockings from the King.- 
It appears from an Eftablilhment by K. Edw. III. which I have feen, that 
feveral other Officers, whofe buiinefs lay without-doors, fuch as Mejfengers^ 
HuHftrSf Falconers^ &c. had the fame things provided by the King's Ward- 
robe, ar a Compoficion of Tbret Shillings and Eigbt Pence per Annum cju:h in 
lieu of them. Thefe Liveries were callM Calciatur^. 

t Goodwin's Annals. Weever's Fun. Mon. p. 756. 

} Stowe*s Chronicle. 

I King Edward's Journal, printed in the ad, voL of Burnet's Hift. of tht 
RefermitioQ* 

I 5trype*s Memorials, III. p. 387. 

•• Gordon's Lives. 

Gentieman 
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of the Crown, as will appear by the fbiiowing Extraft fixxa 
the Houftiold of K. Edw. IV. viz. 

*• Yeomen of the Crown umSu tnoft ieemly PerlbnSf 
^< cleanly, and ftrongeft Archers, bobeft of Condition and of 
'* Behaviour, bold Men, chofen and tried out of every Lord*8 
** Houfe in England for their Cunning and Virtue. Thereof 
^'one to h^Teoman of the R$kes^ another to be TTeoman of the 
•^Wardrobe of Beds in the Houlhold : other Two be TiBmen 
•^ of the Chamber:' 

The reft of thefe Yeomen of the Cr^wn were appropriated ia 
the Reigp of K. Edw. IV — one to be of the i9/tfi^!*--tnother 
to the Armory — another to the King*s ^^wi^-^^other to th« 
King's Books — another to the Dogs for the Bow-^-^VkA the 
remainder were open to occafional Employments. Thus io- 
the laft-mentioned Reign they were fent on Meflages by tbd 
Lord Chamberlain ; and in that of K. Rich. III. even by the 
Kino himfelf — for when the Duke of Buckmgham had taken 
Arms againft Richardt the King fent a Letter to the City of 
York, requiring Affiftance, by a Teoman of the Crown ♦. 
. The Pay of all the Teomen of the CronAm was equally Three 
Pence per diem, with Cloathing both Winter and Summer^ 
or hy Commutation, i8 Shillings for each Half Year; be« 
fides which, the Yeombn Ushers had their Watching*Cloath« 
ing. Tbofe who watched are ordered to be girt with tbeir^ 
Swords, or with other Weapons and Harnefs (or Armour), pof^ 
fibly Brcaft-plates or Cuiraffes about them. The Office of 
Teoman of the Cr-^n^/i exiftcd likcwife long after the.Efbblifh* 
ment of the Yeomen of the Guard, as will be feen pre- 
fently from what I fhall offer from the Eltham Statutes of the 
Year 1526. 

* • ... 

* Drake's Eboracum, p. ii8. 

But 
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vite, and have Lcifure to fettle an Adminiftration without 
Interruption. There he remained feverai Months. Duiing 
that time, the Orders given below in a Note, which regard the 
Tower both as a Palace and a Garrifon, were iffued, principally 
for the Regulation of this his Body-Guard in their Duty and 
AttendanceSi with fevere Penalties for Negledt *. 

♦ " Signed 

"HENRY R. 

•* Hereafter followcth the Articles and Ordinances that the King's Grace 
*^ hath ordained and eftablifhed the 25th day of the month of July the firl^ 
'* Year of his Reign, which his (aid Grace hath charged and commanded 
** SirTbomm LoveU''^ and Sir Richard Cbolmley\^ Knights^ and ail the Yeomen 
•* $fbii Gard£» and all other Soldiers that be appointed to give their daily 
" Attendance within the TVw/r of London^ for the fure keeping of the fame, 
** to obferve and keep upon Pains following. 

" Firft, that none of the faid Yeomen nc Soldiers^ fo appointed, (hall dc- 
** part out of the faid Towir #/ Linden without Licenfe of Sir Tbamts LovtU and 
** Sir Ritbgrd CMmkj^ KnU. or their Deputy, upon pain of Forfeiture of Twelve 
'* Pence fwt the firft Default^ and the Second Default Three Shillings, the 
** third Default his Body to be imprifoned three Days ; and if he make Default 
** the Fourth Time, to lofe his Room for ever, and his Body to be poniflicd at 
•* the King*s Pleafure. 

*< Item, the faid Sir TkonMs Ltmll and Sir Sathmrd CMmlij^ or his Deputy, (hall 
** not giTt Ltcenfe to none of the faid Yeomen or Solditrs fo appointed^ to depart 
^* out of the faidTVnwr, but that they be fure that there (hall be remaining within 
** the faid Towtr the Three Parts or more of the faid Yeomen, and in like wife 
** of all other Solditrt^ tjunmrsy and Artifiars ; and Ais order to be kept by the 
** faid Sir Thomas LsveU and Sir Richmrd CboltnUy^ or his Deputy, for the fure 
^* iieeping of the faid fimvr, upon pun of the King's Difpleafure. 

^' ttem, the faid Sir fb$0un LufM and Sir Rithtd ChobnUy^ or his Deputy, ihall 
«« furely fee that Acre be cTcry day Fntr of the Yeomen, and as many of die (aid 
•« S^ldiiTSt Gstmsurs^ and Arti/km^ furely to keep the Gate of the faid 7§wer^ that 
** is to fay, from the iirft opening of Ac Gate till the hft Autting, Alfo that 
^ erery of them fo appointedt and all other Yeomen and Soldins^ bear in 

« CoaiUbleortlieToim. (Lofi Heriwrt], 

f Uevtoiant of the Tower. [Coffins** Peeiage. Art. Earl ofCholmondclcy]. 

their 
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men and " Six Hundred Archers of his Garde al in white Gab- 
** berdines and Cappes *.'* 

The Battle of Spurs, where the King commanded, inter-* 
vened between his Arrival in France and the Surrender of Te- 
rouenne, whereat doubtlefs the Yeomen were prefent among the 
reft of the Archers. The Viftory was fo complete, that the 
French themfelves give it that derifional Title, «* forlbmuche 
*« [fays Holinfhed] as they, infteade oi Sworde and Launce^ ufed 
** their Spurres with all might and main to pricke forthe their 
*• Horfes to gette out of Daunger**. 

In the fame Year, when Tournay fell into the King's Hands, 
he left among other Forces, for its Prcfervation, four hun- 
dred Archen of his Guard \\ and in the following Year a 
ftrong Petition and Rcmonftrance was fent by thefe Archers^ 
who were called Cofiftables of Tournay^ to the Cardinal (Wol- 
iey) and the Council, reprefenting a hardfhip which threatened 
them. 

They ftyle themfelves Yeomen of the King's moji honourable 
Guard and Constables of Tournav; and in their Letter 

*' &id 7iw/r. And the faid Sir Umias Lrvell and Sir Richard Cbolmley fliall fee 

this to be done or ever they be paid their next Wages. 
Signed^ 

(,) T. Surrey. [^J \\ Wynton. (3) T Durefme. 

^ "^ (4) Thomas Lovell. (5) Harry Mamy." 

(Bibl. Cott. Vefpafian C. XIV. Fol. 106.) 

(1) Thomas Howard Earl of Surry, Lord Treafurer. [Lord Herbert]. 

(a) Richard Fox Bifliop of Winchefter, Secretary and Lord Privy Seal, [Idem.] 

(3) Thomas Ruthail Bifhop of Durham. [Idem.] 

U) Conftablc of the Tower, and Mafter of the Wards, [Idem.] 

<S) Captain of the Tgomen of the Guard. [Idem.] 

* Hall's Chron. fub anno 15x3. 
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ftate, that the intention of paying them half- Yearly, inftead 
of Quarterly, would, for good and modeft Reafons therein given, 
become very oppreflive upon them. This letter is printed in 
Strype's Memorials* ; and, though it is figned by 14 only, wha 
we may fuppofe were a Species of Officer, perhaps Tcomen of 
the Crown (a Part of this Corps at that time), is yet intended to 
convey the fenfe of the whole Body there employed. Sir 
Henry Jernegan, then the King's Lieutenant at Tournay,^ 
was privy to the Letter, and rather approved than oppofed the 

Meafure. 

What turn this Reprefentation took does not tranfpire ; but, 
however, when Tournay was given up in K. Henry's loth 
Year (15 18) to Francis I., King Henry did not forget their 
Services ; for, to ufe Hall's Words, — " The Kino fent for 
** all the YoMEN of Garde that were come from Tourney, 
** and after many good Wordes given to them, he graunted to 
" them iiii Pence the Day without Attendaunce except they 
** were fpecially commaunded f*'* 

It ought to be remembered to their Honour and Loyalty, 
that in the Year 15 15, when the Lord Montjoy was Lieutenant 
of Tournay — •• All the Souldiours, except fuch as were of the 

* Vol. I. Appendix, p. 6, from a MS. in the Cottonian Library. 

t Hall's Chron. fub anno 1518. This was no fmall Pay at the time for 
Men whofe Offices were nearly fine-cures ; or whuih only called tlicm forth 
occafionally. It was but little more than a century before, that Two Fena 
per diem (or 3/. oi. 10 d. per Annum, according to the prefent flandard) was 
reckoned a competence for a fingle woman. [Anderfon on Commerce, from 
Rymer*s Feed. Tom. VIII. p. 299.] — And in tliis very Reign the annuatmaintCf- 
nance of a fingle G^n/Znc/^mtfi was eflimated at 6/. 13^. 4^. (not quite ^d^i 
per diem), as appears by the Grant of this Sum to one of the Siilerhood of St. 
James's Hofpital (now the Palace), of the year I5J2» which is exprefiiy faid to 
he for hgrfupporu [Rympr's Feed. Tom, XIV. p. 563] 

*< KynoV 
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** Kyi^g's Garde^ labelled, and put the Lord Mounjoye in jeo- 
*< pardy of his Life *** 

After what we have leen, Sir, 1 would not willingly impeach 
the Valour Of this Corps of the tailed and moft robuft Men, theu 
felefted ffoiti all parts of the Kingdom ;— but what (hall we fay 
if ^wo Hundred of them were taken Prifoners, without making 
the leaft Refi (lance, by Four Perfons almoft unarmed ! In 
anfwer, it (hould be obferved, that one of the Four was the 
French King [Francis L], and that it arofe merely frem a little 
Divertifement of the Moment. The Cafe was this : after K* 
Hen. VIII. and Francis I. had privately feen each other on the 
Day preceding the intended Grand Interview between Guifnes 
and Andres (A» D. 1520.), Francis, in order to furprize K, 
Henry with a Vifit In the Evening, laid afide his State, and 
taking with him Two Gentlemen and a Page proceeded privately 
from Ardres to Guifnes, which was K. Henry's Refidence. 
The Governour of the Caftle was there pofted with Two H^n- 
dred Archers of Henry's Body Guards to whom the French 
King called out — *' Surrfcnder ; I claikn you for my Priibners ;'* 
and then ordered them to conduct him to the King of England. 
As K. Francis was known by the GovernoUr, atid the manoeuvre 
underftood to be a piece of jocularity, his Majefty was immedi- 
ately (hewn to the Apartment of K. Henry, where tie alfo, to 
Carry on the Jeft, fubmitted to Francis, and acknowledged him* 
felf his Prifoner likewife +. I may be excufod mentiouiag fuch 
a circumftance regarding the Yeomen ^a&^Guaro^ when Two 
of the Greateft Monarchs in Chriftendom were thus playing at 
Bo-peep. 

But, neverthelefs, there is more contained in this Jeft of K. 
Francis, and the Submidion of K. Henry, than a(t tbelnftant 

♦ Hall's Chronicle. 

t P. Daoiely Hift. de France, Tom. V. p. 64. Edit. Amft. 1720. 

4 ^* meets 
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** meets the Eye;*' for it was formerly a Principle pf the Law of 
Nations, that if one King, or even his Heir Apparent, entered 
the Dominions of another Sovereign (though not in an hoftile 
manner), he might be made a Prifoner. 

This was the Cafe of our own K. Richard I. on his Return 
from ^e Holy-Land ; and of K. James I. of Scotland, when 
Prince Royal of that Kingdom, who was detained Prifoner by 
our K. Hen, IV. to the great and indelible Difgrace of their re- 
fpedlive Captors *. But to revert to the Corps of Yeomen. 

The preceding Reign of K. Henry VII. had been too turbq*- 
lent, and full of Jealoufies, to admit of much Amufement on^ 

* The ftory of K. Richard is well known ; though perhaps that of the 
Prince of Scotland nuiy not be &fiiiliar to fome Readers of this Memoir. 
Under an apprehenfion of Doincftic Treachery, Robert III. K. of Scots, A, D. 
J407, found it neceflary to fend his fecond Son James (afterwards K. James !.)> 
out of the Kingdom, to proteA^ him from the machinations of an afpiring 
uncle, the Duke of Albany^ who had already put to Death the King's eldeft 
ion David, in order to fiK:ilitate his own Acccffion to the Throne, and me- 
ditated Defigns on the Life »f bis ne^ew James. As the £ngli(h and Scots 
were then at war, the Prince was defined for Fraxice ; but, in cafe he fhould 
be obliged to land upon our Coaft, was pofleAed of a letter from K. Robert to 
Heti. IV. of England, alking, nay almoft petitioning, for an Afylum, from 
the danger of Allaflination, Poifon, &c. [The Letter is printed in Drake's Hif- 
toria Anglo-Scotica* See alfo Dmmmond of H^wtbornden.] 

The Prince, as it happened, was driven to Epgland, and was confidered, by 
theKing^s prevailing adviiers, as a legal Prifoner^ and detained as fuch till he 
was ranfomed at a great Price by his Subjefts, after the Death of his Father. 
King James, from the Aptitude of his own Genius and Abilities, reaped a 
Benefit from his Imprifonment, which amply rewarded his Subjefts for the ex- 
pence of his Liberation 5 — though that circumfiance docs not remove the ob-^- 
. loquy from us ! He made the Court of England a;i Academy, where he ft^died 
Men and Manners, learned Jurifprudence, the true Principles of rational Go- 
vernment, which^ from ohfervation, he reduced to Praftice. To thcfe he added ^ 
the Sciences, and the polite Arts, and became at length one of the beft and moft . 
exemplary Atoaaxchs ibat had thith^Oo ever worn a down. 
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the part of the King, who was likewife of too fombre a Dif- 
pofition to enter into and enjoy many pleafurable Paftimes ; and 
therefore we do not find that he made ufe of his Archers fur- 
ther than as a Corps de Garde: but King Henry VIII. was 
of a different Temper. He was both a Man of Pleafure and a 
Man of Bufinefs, two Circumftances which are feldom com- 
bined, and in his difports often made ufe of thefe Archers for 
his Amufement, whereby he kept them in pradlice ready for 
Occafions of real Importance. Archery was much encouraged 
by this Monarch as a Diverfion, by which means it became 
what we (houid now call fafliionable both in this and the next 
Reign *. 

To proceed with the Yeomen as Archers^ who, one may fup- 
pofe, were the moft expert of all others in the Realm : — They 
were frequently muftered for the purpofe of what we call exer- 
cifing, and as often brought forward in the following Reign 
for the King's Pleafure, and the more frequently as K. £dward 
was himfelf not only dexterous in the ufe of the Bow, but 
fond of this among all other manly Diverfions. We find 
in the Reign of K. Henry VIII. that on Occafions of Feftivity 
the Yeomen fometimes voluntarily appeared in the Fit Id, 
and furprized the King with Proofs of their Skill. Thus 
in May 15 15 (in a fort of May-Game) when the King lay 
at Greenwich and was riding toward Shooters -Hill, to take the 
air with the Queen — " They efpied" fays Hall ** a Company 
«* of tall Teomen clothed all in grene with grene Whodes [Hoods] 
*« and Bowes and Arrowes to the Number of Hwo Hundred. 
«* Then one of them, which called himfelf Robyn Hood^ came 

♦ K. Hen. VII. however, fometimes ufed to (hoot in perfon as appears from 
MS. accounts remaining in the office of the Remembrancer of the Exchequer, 
wherein are entries of feveral Sums paid for hit Majefty when he loft the Wager. 

•< to 
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Archery, as has been obferved, was much promoted byK. 
Hen. VIII. and long afterwards, even when Fire-Arms became 
familiar ; for which I refer you, Sir, to *• Wood's Bowman^s 
** Glory, or Archery revived,** a very thin Duodecimo of the 
Year 1682, wherein are printed Three feveral Patents for the 
Encouragement of it ; one by K. Hen. VIII.— another by K. 
James I. — and a third by K. Ch. I. 

I have hinted at this little Book becauie one circumftance 
in it falls within my Province, which I (hall give in Wood*s owA 
Words. " This noble King [Hen. VUL] keeping a princely 
*< Court at Windfbr, caufed fundry Matches to be made couf 
*< cerning (hooting in the long Bow ; and to which came many 
•' principal Archers^ who being in Game, and the Up -(hoot 
^* given, as all men thought, there was one Barlo[w] yet re* 
** maining to (hoot, being one of the King*8 Guards to whom 
•• the King very gracioufly faid — Win them all, and thou (halt 
" be Duke over all Archers. This Barlo[w] drew his Bow, and 
^* (hooting, won the beft : whereat the King greatly rejoiced, 
^* commending him for his good Archery ; and for that this 

Barlo[w] did dwell in Shoredltch^ the King named him Duke 

of Sboreditch.^^ But to change the fcene. 

In the Cafe of (Stafibrd) Duke of Buckingham, who fell a 
Sacrifice to Wolfey's ambition, the Ykomen were employed in 
the Attachment ; for we are told by Hall that the Duke was 
firft put into the hands of Sir Henry Marney, Captain of the 
KiNG*s Guard ; foon after which, when he was in his Barge 
going from Wed^iinder towards London, he was met by an 
Hundred Ybopien of the King*s Guard, who, to u(e Hairs 
Words, ^^ without abode [delay] horded the Duke*s Barge, and 
" hinx. in the Kynge*s Name attached,** From thence he was 
conveyed by Sir Henry Marney and his Party to the Tower*. 

* Hall> fub anno 1520. 
a «« So 
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The Captain and the Yeomen of the Guaitd were at 
that period the Inftrumcnts made ufe of for apprehending 
Perfons of high Rank : for in the following Reign the Protec- 
tor (Somerfet) on his firft Imprifonnnent was placed in the 
Cuftody of Sir Anthony Wingfield and the Guards — "The 
" Lords of the Council*', (fays Stowe) " fent Sir Anthony 
«* Wingfield Captaine of the Guard to the King at Windforc, 
♦« and fevered the Lord Protestor from his Pcrfon, and caufed 
*• the Guard to watch him till the Lords coming ♦.** Arrcfts of 
Perfons of inferior Rank, in fimilar Cafes, were made by a *S5rr- 
jeant at Arms. 

We find, further, that this Body of Yeomen formerly bore 
a fhare in Parade even when the King was not prefent: for when 
Cardinal Wolfey went on the King*s part to mediate between 
the French King Francis f. and the Emperor Charles V, (1521), 
he had with him — *• Lords^ Knigbts^ Efquires^ and Yeomen 
of the King's Garde +•" The Cardinal had Teomin of his 
own who would accompany him of courfe, but this feems to 
have been a Reinforcement, propter dignitatem, exprcffly faid by 
Hall to have been " of the King's Guard'' 

Again, though antecedent in point of time, when the Earl 
of Surry (Lord Admiral) was appointed Deputy of Ireland in the 
room of the Earl of Kildare (1519), he had with him an Hun- 
dred Teamen of the King's Guards who were- probably fome of 
thofe trui^y Veterans who had been in the Garrifbn of Toumay ; 

a Gentleman refufed to make his Efcape by Sta^ becaufe he had once been told 
that he fhould perifti par h Mer. The Confequence was, that he became a 
Prifoner, and his Head was unhappily taken off by an Executioner whofe name 
was La Mtr. A great Triumph, fays my author, to the Fortune-tellers ! 
[Pollnitz's Memoirs, Vol. IV. p, 95.] 

• Stowc's Chronicle, p. 600. ^ 

t Hall, fub anno 15^1^ 

for 
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for the Gentlemen^ at leaft* who attended him are fpecified to 
have been part of that Qarrifon *. 

In the Year 1525 Cardinal Wolfey came to Eltham on the 
8th of January, and flayed there till the 22d, at which time 
began to be fabricated thofe Orders and Regulation s^ regarding | 
the Royal Houfhold, called The Statutes of Eltham^ which Hall 
tells us, «* fome faied were more profitable than honourable +/* 
Among other numerous Articles of Reform, one of them ma- 
terially affe^ed the Yeomen of the Guard, infomuch that 
Sixty-four of them were difplaced, reduced from 1 2 pence to 6 
pence per diem^ ordered to go into their own Countries, and not 
allowed to come to the Court unlefs they were fent for. At the 
fame time it fhould feem that they were bound to keep a Horje 
in readinefs in cafe they fhould be called upon. On this occa- 
fion Hall reprefents their Cafe as a matter of publick Com- 
paflion. — "Alas!'* (fays he) *• what Sorrow and whatLamenta- 
** cion was made [when all thefe Perfones fhould depart the 
^' Court. Some faied that, poore Servaunts were undoen and 
** mufl fleale: fome faied that thei were found [provided] of the 
*• Rcverfions [Remnants] of the other Officers Service [Mefles] 
** fo that for them was nothing more fet out at the Dreflbr 
** [for their Dinner] and it was greate Charitie to fy nde them.. 
" Other faied that now they would pollc and pill in their 
** Countreys and opprefle the poore people J. — ^Thus every Man 
** had his faiying." 

So far Hall the Chronicler,, a Contemporary Writer. 

* Hall fub anno praed. 
^ t Chronicle, fub anno 1525. Thefc Statutes are ufually ftylcd of thfc year 

1526, not being promulgated (I prefu me) till after Lady-day in that year, ac- 
cording to the old computation. They had been in Agitation from the Year 
1522. [Halj^s Chron. Hen. Vlll. fol. 105.] 

X Polling, Exa£ling. [Hall's Chron. p. 188.] 

Pill. Fr. Filler, u ret or piunder^ hence to fillagi. 

Tiie 
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The Particulars of this Reduction here follow verbatim from 
the Eltham Statutes. 

R D E R S. 



^^ For the Diminution and Reformation of the Guard. 

<< And for as much as by reaibn that the King*s Highness 
^^ hath, in the times of the late Wars^ encreafed the Number of 
^ the Guard above that which was accuftomed, or (hall be now 
^' needfuU to be had, who not only do occupy the greateft part 
^* of his HalU and likewife of Lodgings near about the Court ; 
^* but alfo do entertain every of them one or two Lads or fimple 
^^ Servants, to whom they be not able at their own Charge to 
^^ give fufiicient and honeft Livings, and confequently do greatly 
^ encreafe the faid Annoyance, Infection, and Confiifion in 
" the Court. It is therefore the Kino's Pleafurc that the 
<^ Number of the faid Guard ihall at this time and from hence- 
" forth be eftablifhed to be of Perfons ♦, the Yeomen 

^* Ushers comprifed in the fame number, to be taken and eleded 
<< of fuch of them as (hall be thought by his Grace moft meet 
** for that purpofe, which (hall remain in the Wages of 7wehe 
** Pence by the Day with other Allowances as they now have : 
** forefeen that none of them (hall keep any Servants in the 
^^ Court, nor fuffer them to come within the fame ; but, fuch 
** as they (hall have, to keep them in the Town or elfewhere 
«* out of the Court at their Pleafure. And in Cafe any of the 
«* faid Guard do to the contrary of this Statute, for the firft 
** Time he (hall lofe three Days Wages, for the fecond Time a 



♦ Sic Orig. 
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<< Week's Wages, for the third time a Month's Wages, and 
*< for the fourth Time to be expelled out of their Rooms. 
^* And that the Porters fufier none of their Servants, as 
** nigh as they can, to enter into the King's Gate. And 
^ as for the Ilefidue of the faid Guard, which now (hall 
^* be difcharged, the lying's Grace is contented to make them 
*« Teomen of the Crowf^^ and alfo is, of his blefled Difpofition, 
** in coniideration of t||eir Service, contented that fuch of them 
** as have none Offices of his Grace to the Value of Two Penct^ 
•* fhall have the Wagpcs of Six^Pence by the Day unchequcd, 
" and thofe which hgvc Offices to the Value of Two Penc^ 
** by the Day ihall have, befides the fame Wages, Four 
** Pence by the Day unchequed, which (hall be paid unto 
" them Quarterly, or Half- Yearly, by the Treafurer of the 
*' King's Chamber, and they licenced to repair to their Dwelling 
" Places, and to be ready to (erve the King when his Grace (hall 
** command them. So that after the Death of any of the 
** faid Re(tdue of the Guard, not appointed to attend daily 
^' upon the King's Perfon, the Pleafure of the King is, their 
^* faid Wages (haU ceafe and be extin61:, and no further to be 
" granted of new to any other Perfon." 

The kft opportunity we have of obferving this Body in the 
Reign before us, is toward the clofe of it, when the King pro- 
ceeded from Calais to the Siege of Bologne, A. D. j 544. The 
Circumftances to our purpofe, in the printed Account, are thefe : 

" Then the Garde on fote, that is to fay. Twenty-five Archers 
*• on the Right Side, and as many Conner s [i. e. Arquebufiers] 
" on the Left Side. Cheftre, Gentylman-Huiffier, had the 
" leading of the Archers^ and Harman, Gentylman-Huiffiar, had 
** the leading of the Gonners^ the King's Majeftie [being] in the 
** myds of his Pikemen [i. e. Gentlemen-Penfioners.] Then 
" followed the Men ofArmes\ alfo aloofFoff there were Fiftie Ar-- 

" chers 
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** chers on horfebacke on the Right Side, who were ledde by 
** Mr. Willoughbye, and on the Left Side as many Gonners 
^^ on horfebacke^ who were ledde by John Ap-Rikards, and thus 
** marched forwards. At Sandingfelde ftood embatyled 7be Cap- 
*> TAIN cf the Garde with all the GarJe^ znd other in good 
*' Ordre, till the King was paft, and fo marched after the King, 
*' every Bande in ordre having his Banner difplayed*'* 

Notwithftanding the above Retrenchment by the Statutes of 
Eltham, the Yeomen appear to have been numerous in the fol- 
lowing Reign, much exceeding the original Eftablifliment ; 
for, according to a MS. which I have feen, containing the 
current Expences of the Sixth Year of K. Edward, there were 
Sixty-Jix Yeomen in Orplinary^^TLnd an Hundred and Forty-one 
Extraordinary^ befides Fifteen Teomen at the Tower^ now called 
fVarderSj at an enlarged Pay +• 

This is the firft mention that I find made of Yeomen 
peculiarly appropriated to the Tower^ of whom a further 
Account will be given ^hen we come to the Reign of 
K* James I. 

On fplendid Occaiions, no doubt, the major Part of the 
Corps would be brought to view at once, and from their 

♦ Rymcr*s Foedcra, Tom XV. p. 53. It is obfervablcy that the Command, of 
the two firft Divifions at leaft was given to Gentlemen-Ufliers, though Officers 
of a civil natare : but it muft be remembered not only that the whole Court 
had at the time a military complexion, but that the Corps of Tgcmen had no 
fubordinate Officers except the Clerk of the Cheque, whofe Bufinefs lay in a pe- 
culiar Line. By the Afen §f Arms I underlland thofe Bands appointed to tixe 
Nobility with their refpeftive Banners [v. Part 11. of this work, p. 31.]. 

Here we find one Hundred of the Guard on Horfihack as before mentioned, 
p. 9. [See alfo Lord Herbert's Life of Hen* VIII. p. 578.]. 

t Let it be obferved, that the Yeomen, before mentioned, in the Orders 
of K. Henry VIJI. which relate to the Duty at the T^w/r, afFe&ed tlie main 
Body, and were not confined to the Waritrs \ for at that time the Kino refided 
there with his whole Retinue. 

peculiar 
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*« another Day/* continiies he, " I /g/? the Challenge of Shooting;: 
** at Rounds J and won at Ron)ers *.!* 

Again, the King, in his Journal^ fpeaking of a Mufter which 
was made in the fame year,, gives a remarkable Inftance of the 
Strength and Expertnefs of his Archers^ in thefc Terms :— 
** There muftered before me an Hundred Archers^ two Arrows 
*' apiece, all of the Guard [who] afterward (hot together i 
" and they (hot at an Lich-Board, which fome pierced quite, 
*^ and fluck in the other Board : divers pierced it [them] quite 
** thorow with the Heads of their Arrows^ the Boards being 
** very well-(eafoned Timber.'* 

We may fiai(h tliis Reign with obferving, that as Archery 
grew gradually out of u(e^ ajtid Fire-Arms prevailed, the A^'que^ 
bus (or fmall Gun) in proccfs of time fucceeded to the Bow in. 
this Corps ; for it will appear at the clofe of the Reign of K.. 
Charles II. that the Yeomen were differently armed, one Half 
of them bearing the Arquebus^ and the other Half Pikts or Far-^ 

* Shooting tX. Rounds \% a Shot at a Target, or any firailar objcft, circum- 
fcribed with Circles of difFcrcnt Diimcters, f?xcd to a- Butt. He who lodges 
his Arrow neareft the Centre wins the Prize. The ObjeSy. in. this cafe, 
as well as the Diftance, is always certain: — but at Ravers every thing, differs ; 
the Mark is a Tree, a Gate» or, aoy given Field-Objeft that occurs ; the 
Diftance is greater ; and the. Arrows being difcharged with a confiderable Ele- 
vation, the place of their Fall, with regard to the Mark, determines the 
Merit of the Shot. A good Archer therefore, in this cafe, ought to be able to 
find the ncccflary Curve by his Eye, and thereby gpvern his Exertions. 
The Perfon who wins has a right to name the next Mark, fo that the Term 
fcems to be drawn from the Roving of the Shooters from one Objeft to . 
another, and from time to time, at the pleafure of the laft> Winner f. 

t Dr. Fuller gives ur a Repartee of the King on fome of thcfe Occafions. *• One day, , 
** being fhoottng at Butts,, he [the King] bit the very mark^ The Duke of Northumber- 
♦' land being prcfent, — ^Well Jbot^ my Liege, quoth^he : to which the Kino replied,— ^ - 
♦• But you fiot nearer the mark when you ^«/ off my good Unkle Somerfet's Head.'* 
(Church Hiilory, R VU, Scft. ij 
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tifanSy fuch as they all now ufe*. The Arquebus was laid 
afide (according to Mr. John Chatnberlayne and Mr. Miege) 
after the Demife of K. Williano, fince which time the Teomen 
have been uniformly armed and accoutred, as at prefent -f. 

Under Q. Mary, Sir, the Number of Yeomen appears to have 
been much enlarged ; for as given in a MS. in the Library 
of your Society, it amounted to no lefs than Two Hundred 
Yeomen added to the Two Hundred and Seven which the Queen ^ 
found in her Brother's Eftablifhment, befides Thirty Teomen of 
the Crown^ As this Augmentation evidently took place im- 
mediately after the Queen's Acceffion, one is led to imagine (he 
had fome fears for her fafety from the Party who fupported the 
Interefts of Lady Jane Grey. 

The Queen's G/y^r// was not only very numerous, but very 
fplendidly habited, for I meet with the Docquet of a Warrant, 
in the Nature of an Impreft, of the Year 1553, ** to deliver to 
*^ Peter Richard fon, maker of the Spangles for the rich Coats of 
*• the Queen's Highnefs's Guards the Sum of One Thou fan d 
*< Pounds J." Thefe Coats were likewife embroidered, as appears 

♦ Partifan ] Fr> Pertutfane. Periuh is an bbfoletc French Word for a Hole : 
fo that La Pertuifant denotes the Inftrument. In P, Daniel's Hift. dc la Milicc 
FiJan9oife. torn. 1. pi. 48. fome drawings of the French Pertuifanes may be 
foen, to which ours bear a ftrong Rcfemblance. The French Archirs in tlieir 
ofFcnfivc Arms underwent a Change fimilar to our Own ; for P.Daniel, on 
the Avfthority of the Prefidcnt Fauchet, tells us, that, after the Reign of 
Charles VII. (who died 1 46 1 ) , iht Archers of the Guard varied their Weapons at 
different times, ufing Halberu in the Court, and Lances in the Field ; and adds 
further, that when the Prefident wrote (1579), and for 40 y^rs befor^,- part 
of them were armed with Htxt Arquebus. {P. Daniel dc la Milicc Franyoife, 
tom. IL p. 147.] 

t The Arquebus was in fize between a Hand-Gun and a Muflcet, and 
was fired without a Reft. In the Year 1743, when K. Geo. II. was in Ger- 
many during the War, the Six Ytmtn Hangers^ and two Teomen Bed-^Goers^ 
were accoutred with the Arquebus ^ or Carbine. V. poftea. 

J Bibl. Harl. N^ 643. ^ 

E 2 from 
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from another Warrant of the fame Year, of a fubfequent Date» 
to pay to the above mentioned Peter Richardfon, Goldfmith, for 
7,175 Ounces of Spangles gilt, delivered to the Queen*s Em- 
broiderers for embroidering the Coats of her Majefty*s Guards 
Footmen^ and Mejfengers *. 

In the following Year the Face of the Court had neverthelefs 
very nearly changed, for the Queen grew neceffitous, and en- 
tertained thoughts of difbanding the Hundred Archers of the 
Teomen ; but the Intention was over-ruled, and Extortion from 
her fubjedls fupplied the place of this Meafure +. 

After the Queen's Marriage, befides this large Body of Yeo- 
men, and her Majefty's Band qf Gentlemen Penfioners^ K. Philip 
ret^ned a Guard of Fwr Hundred Men ; viz. an Hundred £ng- 
lifhmen; — an Hundred Spaniards; — an Hundred Germans; — 
and an Hundred Suifibs J. The Three laft of thefe Bodies,^ we 
may fuppofe, he brought with him» 

I am forry to obferve^ that this Reign afibrds a circumilance 
rather difgraceful to the Corps ; for I find the following minute. 
OQ record iu the Council-Books : 

'* In Council, July 14, 1554* 
** This Day Richard Smith, one of the Yeomen of the GvKVLr)% 
'' for fpreading abroad lewd and feditious Books, was committed 
*• to the Marfhalfea,. his Coat being firjl taken from his Back^ 
** and he difchargedof his Service §/* 

Let it, however, be here obferved, for the honour of the 
CorpS| that this, as far as at prefent appears, is the only crime of 

♦ Bibl. Harl. N^ 645. 

t Mr. Warton*s Life of Sir Thoina3 Pope, from a MS. in the Harleian Li*^ 
brary, N® 643. 

t Strype's Memorials, Vol. IIL p* 105. 
§ Bibl. Had. N* 643. foU 31. 
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notoriety that can be imputed to this large Body of Men, of 
humble Bireh^ in the courfe of fulJ Three Hundred Years. 

Qijeen Elizabeth, Sir, continued the Yeomen in Ordinary: 
at the Nunsib^r of Tw^ Hundred^ though (he reduced the Ex-- 
/r^-YfiOMEK to One HnndreJ and Seven^ thereby throwing, 
off an Hundred from the whole Corps : (he had, at the fame 
limtyThirty Yeomen of the Crown^ and Four Yeomen Ushers*. 
But the principal Circumftance worth mentioning in this Reign 
arifes from the pious Merit of an Individual ; for Cornelius Van 
Dun, a Native of Breda^ who had been a Yeoman XJJher to K. 
Hen. VIII. K. Edw. VL.Q^Mary and (^Elizabeth, founded 
and endowed an Alms-Houfe at the End of Petty-France in the 
Parifh of St. Margaret Weftminfter,. for ^<wenty poor Widows \. 
Befides this Foundation, he either gave, or bequeathed, to the^ 
Poor of the Pari(h in general Twenty Pounds 'Jj^. There is another 
Charitable Inftitution eftabli(hed by an Officer of (imilar Rank,, 
recorded by Wecver, who (ays, that an Hofpital at the bottonx. 
of HighgateHill was founded by William Poole,, a Teoman of the 
Crown in the Reign of K. Edw. IV. §, Thefe Circumftanccs^ 
are the more memorable,, as the higher Orders of Courtiers^ 
have left few fuch Remains of their Piety and Charity .^ 

To thefe may be added, though out of the Order of Time, a< 
Perpetuation of the Memory of another benevolent Yeoman, in. 
the following Century, and which is to be found in the Church* 

♦ Peck's Defiderata Curiofa. Tbe Number of XJ/hir$ afterwards arofc ta> 
Pi/tun^ and at length fubfided to Eighi^zs they ftand at prefent. V» poftea. 

+ Sec his monumental Infcription in St. Margaret^s Churcb,.Weftminftcr;, 
and the Tablet over the Door of the Alms-Houfes. 

X Stowe's Survey of London- and. Weftminfter* • He died At D. 1577, at the: 
advanced Age of 94 years. 

^ Fun. Mon.p. 499^ Editi i63|» 
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of Wingfield in Berkfliire. I give it verbatim from Mr. Aihmolc. 
•* la the Eaft Wall of the South Ifle is fet a Plate of Brafs, 
** whereon is engraved the Figure of one of the Teomen of the 
«* Guards in his Coate, holding his Halbert in his Left Hand, 
** and his Right giving a Loafe of Bread to Two poore Men : 
•♦ beneath which is this Epitaph : 

*', Here lyeth the Body of Thomas Montague borne in this 
** Parifli, where alfo he dyed March 31, 1630, when he had 
^* lived almoft 92 years, and had byn a good pirte thereof 
*^ a Teoman of the Guards and a Friend to the Poore *.'* 

Whether it was the Province of the Yeomen of the Guard, 
ab orlgine^ to carry up the Royal Dinner, I will not fay, tho^ 
this is the firft time I have had an Opportunity of obferving It : 
but Hentzner, when he /aw Q^. Elizabeth dine in public in 
the Year 1598, tells us, that the Dinner was ferved by the 
Yeomen of the Guard, bare-headed^ cloathed in Scarlet with a 
Golden Rofe on their Backs +. That they fliould appear on fuch 
occafions bare-headed ^ots not ftrike one at firft, as the Queen 

* Antiq. of Bcrkfhire, Vol. III. p. 35. 

t Travels. Edit. Strawberry Hill, p. 52. He (hould have faid both on their 
Breafts and Backs; for that Badge was fo worn in the Reign of K. £dw. VI. as 
appears from the Painting at Cowdry of that King's Proceffion from tlie Tower 
to Wcftminller, lately engraved by Your Society. The Union "Rofe, thereby 
intended, has fince the Acceffion of K. James I. 'been combined with the Thif- 
tie, and is now worn by the Teomen both on the Back and Bread. Hentzner 
calls them Satellites Regi't^ in diftinflion from the Gentlemen Penfimers^ whom 
he had juft before ftyled Satellites NobiUs. [Sec Part II. of this Work, p. 48. J 
Wc may form fome Idea of tlie official Drefs of the leomen in this Reign from 
a Monument to the Memory of William Payn, a Tecman of the Guards (who 
died 15&8J, .in the Church of Efift-Wickam in Kent, whereon is his Effigies, 
reprefenting a corpulent man in the Habit of his Office, having a Beard and 
RufF, with Trunk Breeches, and a Sword hy his Side, and on hi€ Bread a 
Rofe furmounted by a Crown. [Thorpe's Regift. RofF. p. 992.] This figure 
jsctigraYing, I ^im informed, for.a fecond part of Mr. Thorpe's valuable work. 

was 
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was not only ferved, but even fpoke to, kneeling*: neither 
fliould I have mentioned this particular Circumftance, but that?» 
at prefent, the Yeomen never take off their Caps in the Royal 
Prefence, not even (hould the King happen to fpeak to them. 
The fame Etiquette is obferved by the Coachmen and Foot- 
men, when they wear their Capt of Honour;: — thougL bothi 
thefe and the Teomcrij in fbch cafes, touch them en militairc 
Hentzner further remarks of the Yeomen, that they were ** the 
^^ talleft and ftoutefl Men that could be found in all Engl and^ 
^ being carefully felefted for the Service/* 

To return^ for a moment to* the Office of the Yeomen as* 
far as relates to their carrying up the Di(hes to the Sove- 
reign's. Table, which continues to be a Branch of their Duty 
to this Day even at the Queen's Palace- Every body know« 
that they have obtained the Sobriquet (or Nick-Name), of Beef- 
Eaters: — vfYiich, fbme impute to their Tallnefs^ or feeming Rmborif^ 
pointy while others wifh to deduce the Term as corrupted from 
the French Buffet iers +. To this laft I can by no means accede, as 
tliey never had any Connexion with the ancient Cup-board^ or tlie 
more modern, Beaufety which was always kept by an Officer of 
fuperior Rank> viz: a Gentleman UJher — an Efquire of the 
Bodyy &c. 

The Bufinefs and Duty to be performed by the Yeomen In the 
Prefence-Chamber^ when the Sovereign dined in State, was thus^ 
divided. One Party of them, brought in the Diffies, and retired 
as foon as the Dinner was ferved ; after which, another Party 
took poft in the Chamber, for the purpofe of keeping Order. This 
appears from the Ordinances of K. Charles I. who adhered much 
to the State and Dignity of his Predcccflbr«* Wheiv our So- 

* Hcntzncr's Travels, ut fupra. 

ft Antiquarian Repertory, . Vol. I. p. 5i> 

vereigiis 
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vereigiis dined in the Priiy-Chamber^ it was, comparatively, a 
petit DineKy and the Table was ferved by the Sewers^ Cufn 
ibearersy &c. who belonged officially to that Room ; while the 
Teomeriy who had not the Entree of that Chamber on any 
occafion, were totally exduded *. 

On the other hand, I am of opinion, trhral as the Queftion 
may be, that the Teomen may thank their quondam Sovereign 
(K. Hen. VIII.) for this farcaftical Appellation, and who might 
draw it upon them in confequence of the Vifit he once made 
to the Abbot of Reading, in the Chara^er and Habit of a Yeo- 
MAN of the GvARD. The Story, as you well know, Sir, is 
related by Dr. Fuller in Subftance as follows + : 

The King, being hunting in that Neighbourhood, difguifed 
himfelf as one of his Teomen^ and in a Frolick paid a Vifit to 
the Abbot about Dinxier-time. The perfonal Bulk of the King 
would well enable him to fupport the Charafter. The Abbot, 
finding it neceffary (perhaps through fear) to be civil to fuch a 
Gueft, invited the fuppofed Teoman to dine at his own Table, 
where was a large Piece of Beef, of which the King, hungry 
from the Chace, ate rather voracioufly. Upon obfer^ing this, 
the Abbot crh^d out — *' Well fare thy Heart ! and here in a 
** Cup of Sack I remember the Health of his Grace your Mat- 
** ter : I would give an hundred Pounds on the condition I could 
** feed fo heartily on Berf as you do. Alas ! my weak and 
*• fqueamrifti Stomach will hardly digeft the Wing of a fmall 
«* Rabbit or Chicken T The King (or rather the Beef-Eater) 
took his Leave, and in a few Weeks afterwards the Abbot was 

* Thefe Sewtrs of the Prlvy^humber (or GentltminSiWtrs)^ together with the 
Carvirtj and Cup^Beareri^ were preferred in Office till the Year 1782, whea 
they were abolilhed. 

t Church Hiftory^ Book VI. 

committed 
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committed clofe Prifoncr to tbc Tmirer, and fed for a ihort 
time on Bread and W^tcr ; at iength a Piece of Be^ was fct 
before him, for whick tlie Abbot did not theu want a com- 
petent Inclination; and while he was thus regaling iiimfelf^ 
the King came intentionally laato the Apartment, in propria 
perfofidj and demanded the 100 L for having reftored to the 
Abbot his loft Appetite for Roafi-Beef, The Abbot might per- 
haps think the Remedy fev^re, and the Phy(ician*« Fee rather 
large : but Dr. Fuller vouches the Truth of the Story, and fays 
the Money was paid before be had his Releafe ; after which it 
is natural enough to conceive that the Abbot would never after- 
wards fee any of the Yeomen of the Gvard without annexing 
the Idea of a Beef -Eater ; and the Story, when circulated, might 
very fairly entail that Nick^-Natju upon them. 

To return. Sir, more ferioufly to the Yeomen. From aa 
Account of the Houfhold of K. James I. {of the Year 1615), 
in the College of Arms, the Yeomen are found ztTwo Hundred 
in number, without any diftinftion of Ordinary and Exiraar-- 
dinary. 

During the Life oi Prince Henry (which ended 161 2), after 
his Eflablifhment was formed, a Detachment from the maia 
Body of the Teomen was allowed for the Support of his State^ 
and as his perfonal Guard, when the following Orders relative 
to them iffued in the Year 1610 *. The Prince then refided at 
St. James's Palace, while the Kikg kept his Court at White- 
hall ; and the Orders run dius : 

" The Yeomen of the Guard fhall diligently keep Guard 
•* in the Great Chamber^ fuffering no Strangers to pafs through 
** unlefs they be known. 

♦ Bibl. Harl. N** 641. They arc printed, with the reft of the Orders for 
the Government of tlic Prince's Houfhold, by Dr. Birch. [Life of Prince 
Henryi 0.-448.] 

F «* Alfo 
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** Alfo Two of them (hall with their Halberds attend at the 
<* Gate to afTift the Porters to execute their office, aiid th^ 
" Orders to be obferved in time of Iufc6lion, and on other 
** Occafions. 

" They (hall be efpecially careful to keep the [Great] Cham* 
*' ber free, from Ten of the clock in the Morning untill One ;— ^ 
** and from Four in the Evening untill Seven ; that his High- 
" NESS may quietly take his Repafts in the Prefence [Cham- 
*'ber*];' 

Very foon after the Acceflion of K. James, a large Retrench- 
ment became necefl'ary ; but it extended chiefly to Diet and 
culinary oeconomics, and did not touch the King's State ; for 
he rather encreafed than curtailed the Parade of his Court, and 
of courfe added to the Expence of his Pride £bme of tho(e 
Savings, which, ex necejjitate, arofe from his Poverty. The 
Yeomen of the Guard partook of this Bounty, iox his own 
Love of fplendour induced him to enlarge the Number of them 
con(iderabIy, and the Influence of a Favourite prevailed for 
an Advance in their Pay, Thus Stowe +, or his Continuator^ 
tells us, that — ** Whereas the auncient number of the Guard 
" was but Seaven Score j his Majeftie had encreafed them, and 
** made them full Two Himdred^ whereof Sioc Score are to attend, 
** by turnes, upon his owne Royal Perfon^ and Three Score to 
** attend the Queene's Majestie, and the other Twenty are to 
** attend upon the Perfon of our moft noble Prince. And 
** whereas the Wages of the faid Guard, at the King's com- 
•* ming, was Two Shillings a Day for Three Months in Summer^ 
** and but Twenty- Pence 2l day for Nine Months in W inter , at the 
^^ humble and earnefl Suite of the Right Honourable the Lord 

* This Room is next interiorly adjoining to the Gnat'Chambtr. 
t Lhroniclc, p. 1037. 

«* Erjkin, 
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« Erfikin^ Baron of Dirleton, Capt aine of/jis Majejly's Guard, 
** the Ktiig has given them Two Shillings and Four Pence a d^ 
" for the Summer Six Months, and Two Shillings a day for the 
** mnter Six Months *r 

This being the Period, Sir, for which the Warders of the 
To^er have been referved [fee before^ p. 24.} ; I would remark, 
thit the Warders were not originally Yeomen of the Guard 
either in Ordinary or Extraordinary. I rather think, if they bad 
any fpecific Denomination, more than Warders^ or Keeper s^ 
of the Tower (of the Rank of Yeomanry), that they might have 
been a part of thofe Officers called Yeomen of the Crown, who 
were not of any particular Clafs as to Funftions, and therefore 
might very well be configned to this Duty, while the Tower 
was confidered and ufed occafionally as a Palace, as well as a 
Garrifon. But let that pafs, though the Authority which fol- 
lows will certainly (hew that the Warders were not incorpo- 
rated with the Yeomen of the Guard, or even wore the (/«/- 
form^ till the Reign of K. Edw. VI. a circumftatice which I 
did not iniifl upon at the time it took place, as having 
other collateral matters relative to them to mention at this 
Junfturc. 

* ^ir Thomas Erjkim had been inftrumcntal to the King's Prcfer\ation from 
the Gowrie Confpiracy ; for which, among other marks of Royal FavoTf he 
received the above Barony before the Union of the two Crowns ; was after^ 
wards, created Vifcount Fenton, and at length Earl of Kelly. [Crawfiird't 
Peerage of Scotland.] His Lordfhip was appointed Captain of the Tiomen on the 
Conviction, and confequent Difmiflion, of Sir Walter Raleigh, 1603 : and 
there is reafon to imagine that either Stowe, or Edmund Howes (Stowe's 
Continuator), received the above-given Account from his Lordfhip, as he is 
mentioned among otliers, who had favoured one of them witli fome Communi- 
cations. [Chronicle, p. 1087. j 
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In a Letter written by Sir fVillkm WamU^ Knt. UemmumL ef 
the ToweTj to the Vifcount Fenton, Captain of ihet YmoKEn 
of the Guard, dated Aug. 24, 161*2^ among cither things^ ilot 
immediately to the point, we are told^** That before the firft 
** Commitment of the Duke of Somerfctt at the time of K. 
♦* Edward VI. the Warders did nerer weare the Kings's Coate ; 
** but he, feeing the Paines they tooke, and. to winne their Fa-* 
** vour, and to kave a Memoriall of his Favour to tbem, pro 
** mifed to procure them His Majxstie*s Cloth whenibevei; 
^ it fhould pleafe his M^eftie to fett him at KbeFty, which 
^^ he upon his Enlargement perfbrn:ied, and fo it was ordered 
** at that time they (hould be fwome Extraordinary Yeombk 
** of the Chamber^ and that hath continued ever fiuce *•'* 

It was early in the Reign of K. James that the Waaixers 
firft arofe to their pref^nt Number and Stipend : and the fame 
Intereft which favoured the Yeomeu extended it&lf to the 
Warders. In faying this it muil be underftood,. that the 
Number has not been invariably the fame, as wili be obferved 
m the Order of time, as the Changes occurred. Queen £lira- 
beth*s Minifters had been inexorable* to the Supplications,, the 
Cries, and almoft to the Tears, of thefe Officers, praying for 
a fmall Addition to their Pay then but Eight Pence per diem. 

* From a MS. in ±t Pbflcffion of Tho. AfHc, Efq. Of the Writer of this 
Letter, feme Account may be fccn in Mr. Walpole^s Anecdotes of Painting in 
England. [Art. Francis Ddaram^] At that time, and for many Years before, 
no Conitable of the Tower bad been appointed, and the Litmenant was the 
CJhicf Officer. [Stowe's Survey of London and Wcftminfter. B. r. p. 73.] 
The Protcftor (Somcrfct), through the Intrigues of John Dudley Earl of 
Warwick (afterwards Duke of Northumbcrknd), was committed to the Tower 
in October 15499 as an Enemy to the King-, where he continued a Prifoner 
till the February following, when he was difcharged, not being accuTed- of any 
Crime that could affeS his Life. [B]^. Godwm's Annals of K. £dw. VL] 
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** moft gratious aunfweare of her Highnefs to theire greate hope 
*f and comfort in their faide fute, yf the deathe of the right 
*' honorable Sir Chri/loph$r Hatton Knight late Lord ChaunccUor 
*Vof England (to whofe confideration and reporte the fame 
** was referred) had not prevailed the fame *. Forafmuche as 
*' your faid Orators are now compelled, through the increafe of 
** theire povertie and wants, to reuiue their faide fuite, and to 
*«.that ende haue prepared theire humble peticon ready to be 
** deliuered to her Highnefs, yet notwithftanding thought it 
** theire dueties to acquainte your Honour therewith before 
*' the delivery, moft humbly befcechinge your good Honour to 
<* graunte your honourable favour and confente to their procee- 
•' dinge therein, and as tyme and occafion fhall fearve to further 
** the fame. And your faid Orators (as moft bounden) ftiali 
** ever praye for your Honors licfe in healthe and all happines 
" louge to continue +.^ 

The above Intention of the Warders not being apparently 
oppofed by the Secretary, they preferred the following Petition 
to the Queen, with the Reafons and Occajions thereto annexed, 
which prompted them thus ftrongly to foUicit her Majefty^ 

'^< J^o the Queenes moft excellent Majejlie our facred foueraJgne 

Lady and Mijiris. 

'** Moft gratious and renowned foueraigne, your Majefties 
^\ fworne fervants the Yeomen Warders of your Highnes Towrc 
•* of London moft humbly befeechen that, in your gratious ac- 

* Fourfcorc of the Yeomen attended his Funeral, perhaps voluntarily, in 
honour of his having been firfl their Captain, and to the lafl their Patron. 
[Stowc's Ch^n. under the year 1591.] 
-t From Mr. Aftle's MS. above-cited. 
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" cuftorxjfd Clemency and Bounty, your Highnes would vouch- 
*' fafe In your Royall munificence to confider of them. They 
•* have byn long futers to your Majeftie for fonoe augmentacon 
** of theire Ws^es, and haue receyued of your Highnes moft 
** gratlous Wordes to there greate comforte^ therein. They 
*' therefore are now eftsoones through extreanie neceffity com- 
^' pelled to reuiue their faide fute, and to befeech at your facred 
" Mndes the cffefting thereof towardes the releife of theire 
" greate and greiuous Wantes, which dcferteth their qreditt in 
that place of your Majeftie's fervice, for fo fmall is the fee 
thereof as it is not able to yealde fuflScient for theire dyet 
onely *. Thus befeechinge of your princely benignity to be 
** gratious to them, they and all theires (as neverthelefle already 
*' bounde.) will dayly praye to God for the magnificente Eftate 
" of your Highnefs in perfe£te Health,. Honor, and continual 
" Viftory over all your Highnes Enemyea.'* 

•* Occafions that cempeHy^ur Highnes faide fervanUs io be futers 
^^for fame aduauncemente of theire Wages. 

" I. Flrfti there hath byn heretofore more Warders in your 
*♦ Majefties faide Towre then now there are, viz. 42, and the 
•* Gonners of the Towre did then allfo of duety kcepe Watche 
'* with them, to the comforte of the Warders^ which Gonners 
** doe now and of tyme have difcontinued that fervice, and the 
•* whole chardge thereof is now ympofed vppon your fuppliants 
•* being but 36 in nomber. 

** 2. Item, it was ordered by the Lords of your Majeftie's hoil- 
** orable Counfale, that the faide Gonners (hould gyue to the 
** faidd Warders 6d. out of each 20 s. of theire fee to take vppon 

* Eight Pence per diem. V, p. 36, 

"*them 
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*' them the whole fervice of Watche and Warde for themfelves 
" and the faide Gonncrs, which for a tyme was dtiefy paydc. 

•« 3. Item, the faide allowance from the faide Gonners {which 
" was accompted as good as halfe the Warders Fee) was <:utt off 
•' by the meanes of Sir William Pellham Knighte then Lieu- 
*« tenaiite of your Majefties Ordnance, and Sir Owen Hopton 
*' Knighte then Lieutenante of your Majefties feide Towre, 
♦» whoe in refpefte thereof promifed to be a meanes to your 
*' Highnes to augmeirte the Warders Fee l3y 4d. a <layc more 
** then it ufually had ben, which being unaccomplifhed hath 
** ben and is the greate hinderance of the faide Warders. 

•* 4, Item, their Watche which was wonte to be renued at 
<* midnighte dothe now continue all the nighte throughout. 

«* 5* Item, the Occafiones of all thinges incident to man is 
** farr dearer then heretofore. 

*« 6. Item, the Fee of the Warders is no more but 8d. by the 
^* daye, as it was longe before they felte of theife extremities. 

•* Theife occafions cojnpdled the Warders^ about 9 yccres 
** paft, to become humble futers to your Highnes for amende- 
*« mente of theire wages, who gratioufly referred them to theire 
*< Captayne^ uppon whofe reporte, your Majeftie would haue 
** confideracon for theire releife^ 

♦• Therefore we moft humbly renewe tliys-fute to your High- 
«♦ nes, befeeching your Majeftie's princely compaffion towards 
** us your poore fervantes *.** 

The foregoing Application had as little Succefs as the former* 
and was cruihed, re infeBd^ by the Demife of the Crown, after, 
as we have feen, it had been agitated for Nine Years. 

This fecond Repulfe by the hand of Heaven thefe poor meny 
no doubt, looked upon with Defpair : — ^but it was eventually 

* From the laft-ctted MS. 

fortunate 



fbttonafte ttsi them. iJird ^Jl^^ la his \MaiMMktH fifficeslb thk 
fnam Body t>f the Yto)M« ^idbr h}» CdtfiiMtltf^ did not at cha 
feme llimelbrget the Wirders; fort^a*elflfeWiftioKKbySW)vW*i 
Gontintrattor*, thattlC J'lmfes ^ ^^ enlargfed t*i6 Wigrt«fthe War- 
•* DERs of thie Tower FromE^Z^Frwraday atftd/\«rMr«riP^*!i» 
** a dicjr, at the Satte of the faid Lnri Erskih ; and fifite that, fei- 
«* creaffed their number by addiirg Ttw mbtfc to theilr, alibt^feng; 
** them as much Wages as the former/' Thij firfk of thefe C5i> 
cumftances is confirmed by a Report made to the Earl of Dorfet 
of the' State of the Towtf 1604 + :— and the fecond (as to thts 
Encreafe of Number) took place in the following Year (1605), 
foon after the Gun-Powder Plot, as appears from fbme cxprefs 
Words in a Letter written by Str fViiHam IVaade^ Lieutenant 
of the Tower, to Lon/ Bnkine (when Vijcount Fcntan) A. D. 
161 2. — wherein he ftates that ^^ His Majefly thought it raeete 
** to add (at the time of the Powder Treafon) Ten Warders 
" more J/* 

The above Ac(}ui(ition, in point of Advance, was more than 
the Warders feem to have expeded i for, by the Third Article, 
as before given, they woijld have been contented with Four 
Pence per diem added to their Eigia Pence^ by Vva;^ of Com« 
pofitiou for tFatcbing and Warding on the Part of the Gun- 
ners* Inftead of \his, their Pay received the Encreafe oi Six 
Pence ]^x diem, ^nd nothing appears^ at leall, to bind them 
to more than their own accuftomed Duty. 

The Value of Money beginning to decreafe very much iii 
the fucceeding Reign, the Wages of Fourteen Pence per diem 
were found by the Parties inadequate to the Expences of the 

• Chronicle p« 1037. 

t In the Library of the Mirquis of Lantdowner 

t Mr.Aftle'sMS. 

G Times, 
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Times. They therefore preferred the follQwing Petitlott to the 
Houfe of Commons .for an Enlargement in their Pay, which 
ilep went fb ^r as to be recommended by the Houfe to the 
Commiffioners of the Treafury for Confideration and Attention; 
but the Refult does not appear ; neither do I difcover at what 
time the Salaries of the Warders were advanced, although it 
probably took place (bon after the Reftoration, upon a general 
Regulation of the whole Body» A. D. 1668.. 

*' To the honorable the Houji of Commons nowe ajfembkd in the high 

** Court of Parliament. 

** The humble Petition of his Majefties Servants the Teomen 
. *^ Warders. o( his Highnes Tower of I^ondon, being Forty 
^^ in Nomber, 

^ Humbly Shewing, 

** That your poore Supplicants are tyed to. contynuall fervice 
^* as welLnight and day in all extreamities of .weather, as in all 
" contagious tymes of ficknes,. when all neceffarie proviiions are 
" at deare Rates, not having any Allowance towards their main- 
** tenance but Fourteen Pence j^t diem, which is very fmall,. 
^* confidering the dearnes in theis tymes, w,hicb.occa(ions your 
•* fupplicants to Hue in a poore and bare eftate, having, byne tyed 
** to extraordinary fervices for above. tlieis three y^ares paft, and 
*^ are like ftill to co4itynue the fame* • . 

** And they further (hewe to this- Honourable Affembly, that 
*' they are nowe behind and unpaid their faid Wages, Two 
*' Yeares and a Quarter ended at Midfomer laft paft, notwith- 
" ftanding their often Peticoning for the fame, which, by order 
*< of Privy Seale^ (hould be Quarterly paid. They are therefore 

**forc't 
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^f^ forest to take ijpp their Provifions upon tnift, 'at exccffive 
** deare rates j which hath .much impoveriflied your poorc 
V Supplicants. ' . : - ., 

♦* They therefore hioft humbly befeech this honourable Af- 
** iembly, that you would bee pleafed-iiot onely to order 
^^ the Payment of their faid Arrears, but to beftowe 
*• vpon your poore Supplicants (for thiir extraordinary. 
"Services as aforefaid), what in your wiidomes yoU 
•* fliall thinke fitt, wheceby they may bee the better ena« 
** bled to do his Majeftie Service hereafter. 

" And they (hall bee bound to pray,' &c* 

*^ Richard Birch. 
" Edward Wallis. ' ' 
" Samtiell Sternell. 
** Dauid Gough* 
** Robert Fowlher. 
** John Blanckst 
^. " Ralph Braye. 

*' W. Francklin;'. , /. . 

" Ordered, That this Petition bee efpecially recomended vato 
" the Commiflioners of the Treafury ; and they are de(ired:from 
" this Howfe to take it into their par^ioilar coufideracon, and ta 

appointe a fpeedy redreiie. 

H. Elfinge, Cler. Pari. D. Com .*•" 






♦ This Petition, tliough widiout Date, nmft be referred to the Reign of 
K. Charles I. In a Survey of the Eftablifhinent at the Tower made A. D. 
1623, and preferved in his Majefty's State-Paper Office, is a Return of /«r/f 
fVarders at Fourteen Pence per diem as above flated. Mr. Elfinge rcfignedliis 
Office of Clerk of tlie Houfe of Commons in December preceding the King's 
Death, and died himfelf 1654, 

G 2 Having 
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Kavm^thufr brought the WAUDSRSy Sir, Ironk the time of 
t&etr IncorporMion kitcy tfae Becty of YBoMieK, to th«i Peritod be- 
fore us, I (hall now revert to fome Orders ia the ReijgtVi oi KL 
Jamea L KgpEurdiog them amoc^ other CMficera of tbr Tower, 
from/ Mr. AiUsV- Manufcript:* Thejr aMr aotecedctnt. in date to 
the befbre^iOsdi Letter of Sir William WaMk,; hutthaf is im- 
Jipatenal : thejr fl»swthe DiiC}DaiiKl'.JE>i£cipdi|ifi ufcd amoi^ them 
alt tho; tkoB^ and have K. Jamesr^; Signi Manual^ CDUOteriigned 
hfTir FiiG9 Locdk of the Priv^ir CouociJi^k 

^* Hereafier follewe the Art kits and Oninmc^ tlmt the Kings 
^^ /»2/^ excillent Majtftie hath ordainedia9d f^a^iifi^d^ the \%tb 
** day of July y in the ^th ytart of bf$^Raignd09i»J^njg/and^ fisfr. 
••^ which his Highnefs hafh charged Siif^XKiWtt^imWM^c, knt* 
*^ Lie/tenant of .his Tower of Lsond^e^ M$d aU ^ Vcomen of 
^ bis Guard,, and all other ^at be apfj^f^ff^^Qp^c their daily 
attendance within the f aid ^oMnti fvt ^'Jifir^ knping of the 
Jamey, to ohferve and keepe upon painnfatirwingf^ 

«^Ft{^ that none-of the (Kil'29«f9^ Ji^appomt^d, flkin db-* 
•^ pafte^ut of^eToVrer of TLkn^bfi, wtthout Ikettre df ttie faid 
** Sir H^/ffam ff^Mdk, m* hh Ue^fy upom prntK' df forfciiiura of 
" Twelve Pence Sot the fijsft default;, an* ttt» fiKrond' def^ulir 
** Thrrr Shillings i the tKiiid defeult his body to be imprifbned 
^ thre«:daies; and# if he oiake^ default* the. fourth timer to loofe 
^^ his Roame.&MT eyea, aokdiibii$i Body fi9 be guni/hed at the King's 
^ pkaiuieb 

with the ^arcUrSf is omitted far the iakc of Bretitx* 

^ kemi 
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^ Itimf the fhld Ssr tViUiam JVaadi^ or hte Def^uty, (hall not 
^ giyei Hosnee to. aoyof t&^ iaid Teomien (fo apfiottited) to depart 
^ out of the faid! Tint^^r,. but tb«t thef be fur» there fMl be 
** femaineing, within th^ feidf Tow^ey iReM«£Hiifi;^^ or oiore of 
^' the faid Teamen \ TisA \\\ ^Hce Wife of dll other Gunners and 
*' Artificers. And this Order to^ be kept by i/r iVilUam JVaude 
^ or his Deputy for the £ure keeping of the faid ^cwer upou 
^ pain^ of fcbe Kin^X difplcafurq. 

** Item, the faid Sir IVilUam Waade^ oc^iig- Deputy, ^11 
<« furely fee that tbarer be eyery day ft^ many of the faid Teomen 
^ a$*(ha)l bo thought convetuent; i^ver to be under Eight with 
•♦ Gunncrs^aod^ Artificers-, furely to- keep6* the Gates - of the faid 
• SFiwwr (!• ei)^fiwG* the fif ft opening of the GettS till the laft 
^iRuttmg';^ aiii^. Aat evbrjr of tdiem: fo? appointed, and all other 
^^ Teomeny bearei ilk ohdu^ hinds a Mdberd or B///, ^herefbever 
^ tfceygd wkhitt^ ibe feid 7i^^. 

*< Item^ thte' iaid' />(7ftf^^, a)f)d' alilotliier i& appointed for thtt 
« Keeping <if tfbe»6ii«sV ftidl liot deport from che faid Gates; 
•• V*ithdu« the Hcence of ttie^feid S/> »^Mtoiio^^ his Dd^ 

^'puifjr, ndf f«flti*aaymart,*'\^^ oif dbiM^ (not dwelling 

** Wjthiir the faid Towet') to <tnttet* ^itfifilf ifhrf^ fi^«^ Viiithout» li«* 
cence of the faid Sir IVilUam fFaaditt Msf D^jfrtify* durkVg thfe 
tittle of their wayttng at"thV6feite, except they k^o^V' them 
welU and that the. eaufe of ttidt cbming thither be good ahd 
needfilll> upon pdlneof Inoprifotlrtleht during the plfeirfare'of 
♦* the {ziA'Sir H^illiam Waade^ and loOfliilg df 5^«>f/v^ ?(nct'M 
^ every fuch default. 

** Item* the faid Teamen^ and other Gunnifs and Artificers fo 
**'appointfed4 fliMl truly keepe their Ni^t- Watch' and Wardv 
**'as riie (did Sir^ ff^fl/iam JVaade or His tteputy fliiill appoint and 
^ comand theo^ to do> upon payne of their bodies to be.e im- 

3 " prifbnedi 
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*^ prifoiied at tW Will of the faid 5Vr miUam Wdade^ and loafe- 
** liig Tweiv'e Pintce for their firft ofieiice ; a»d ifor tbe fecbnd 
^*'o£fenceto Iciofe ^weniji Pinct^ and two daies hisbody in priibn; 
^^ and he that thirdly offendeth' (hall luofe his Rooxney and his 
*• Body to be puhiihed at the Kitig^s pleafure. 

** And if it fortune any of the JVarders Roomes to be voyd, 
** the faid Sir WiUidin Waade (hall as ibone as jhie may certifie 
" the JSTw^^'i Majeftie thereof, that his Majcftie may proWdc 
**ahothcr in'his Robtac. ^ »' " 

'♦' Alfo, the faid Sir William Waade^ (hall fee 'that every of the^ 
" {TivdiTiomen of the Guards and all other Gunners and Artificers 
** fo appointed, haue their harnefle for their bodies within the 
«* ToWer^- sfs it appertiiineth' for the furety of every of them^ anrf 
•* alfo of the faid Tcnyer, and the feid 5/> William IVp^ade (hall 
♦* fee this done ere;ever he be paid his next Wages. ' . ' ^ 

*• After the great Gate of the By-wiard isibjuttta the nigiit^ 
** time, the fame (hall not be opened for any Prifotters Servants 
** or Wives, nor any other perfon, but with. the privity: ;of the* 
*^ Leiftenant or his Deputy; but fuch as have qccafioa .to 'pome 
** in or out to vfe only the little Wicket, where, according to 
<* auncient cuftom, two Warders (hall ftand on eaph %le to view- 
*« thofe that come in or out. 

V No Warder to change his. Day- warding or Night- Watches 
^* without the privity of the Leiftenant. 

«* The Warders appointed to ward on the hill and in the P/«>f^, 
•^ are not to departe from thence till the Keyes are brought 
*« up, and to be there againe before the Gates be opened *• 

• The Gate of the Tower at Traitors Bridge is meotioned by Dr. Fuller in 
his Worthies. '* There is a Bridge/' fay^ he, )^ undec which if an Entrance into 
«• the Tower, over againft Plnk-GaU^* [London p. 199.]— Q^ the Etymon?, 

The name feems now to have been long worn out ; for none of the oldeft 
Inhabitants of tlie Tower, as I am informed, ever b<^rd'of ft 

<« When 



TAe Yeomen ofjhe Kino*s Guard. 47 

*' When the Kcyes are fetched in the morning by the Watch 
•' for the Night, henceforth that Ward in the day (lull naeete the 
** faid Watch»at the opening of the Gates where the Gentleman 
*' Porter fhall receaue their names, and fee they be Six for the 
•* Main- Ward, and *^wo for the By- ward; and if any be 
*^ wanting or al>fent, to certifie the Leiftenant of their NameSy 
** that they may be checked for not performing their Duty ; 
" and after they take the charge upon them, none of them to 
*' departe from their Wards without fpeciall licence* 

** None of thofe fervants that ate appointed to remaine with 
** the Prifoners (hall be admitted to have ordinary recourfe up 
*^ and downe'in-all places of the Tower, nor on the Hill, nor to 
^* ftay in the Ward-honfe^* ta obfcrve: what diredlions are gi^en 
*< by the Ltfiftehant to the fVardours^ whereof may come ia- 
** convenience to his Majejiies Service. 

•** None to be admitted to h^ve Acccfle vnto any of the 
** Prifoners^ Servants, nor to fpeake with any of them in their 
♦* lodgings, but to bc^lftaj^ed hj the IV ardours that waite and 
*' give attendance, -without the privity of the Leiftenant, or 
•* fuch as he (hall appoint hi hi& Abfenee. 

■ ** Such other auncient Orders for fearching of the Lockes of 
** the Gates of the feveral Prifons, and calling upon the Prifons 
^••'Wheh the Watch is fett, and in the night when the Watch 
** do make their rounds, are to be obferved by the Wardours there 
** as the Lieutenant (hall give direftion, 

** If any of the Yeomen JVarders\ (hall at any time reveale hj 
*^ himfelfe; or by any means direftly or indireftly to. any Pri- 
«* foners any Diretftioii, Charge, or Comandment, which they 
" or any of them (hall receaue of the Leiftenant, he (hall not 
*« onely loofe his pface, but be imprifoned during his Majejiie's 
** pleafure,. 

'' (i) Tho. 
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t;nMhbie yw ivkh f-efpftftipg the WAAi?jfRa* |t ma^ Jierc !» 
^ddecU ^M: th^jr ftc^, j^ ^b^^^ay fworn iiitp OfBpe b^ tbe Stylo 

*« War DEW €f tftci.T&wr mOrdinar^^^^ by Warrant from tht 
CovsTAJBXJE.^ r^T'OWRS. whQ has ttup.f^lc ^ uncox^troUed 
i^ppomtntfiiC of them. 

< lOtaU odw return to. thr gea^r^ Sul^*e^ with obferviqg, 
tiitt from ao AccDimt «f (Hp: H(ni(b(>l4 of the Y>»r i4x^^ 
in. the College of AroUt It appear* ^xpiie^y, that f|ie Captain 
of the Yeomen at this Period had no Ftt or Salary from the 
Kf KG, his only Allowance being a Gown^ as aa oiiicial 
Habu ^. It might be for this reafon that fome Piace qi Eiqo* 
lomeat vras frequently joined with the Poft of Qtpt^m antei^e^ 
dent to the Befbratbn, as haa appeared in iaveral Inftances : 
and where we have formerly iben that the Vke^Cbamiirlain^ 
Jh^ was held with it occafion^Uy ; it might perhaps be more 
pro|)erly ftatedt by fayiiig* that it was itfelf fecondarily annexed 
to tfafe yictrC^afnberlm/bipt which Poft, at the time of making 

(i) Sir Tho. Egerton, created Baron EUefmere^ i6o6. 
(}) Edward (Somerfet) E^rl of Woccefter, Mafter of tlie Horle» and a Com- 
iniAoner for executing the Office of Earl MarlhaL 
(3X The Lord Treafurer. 

(4) Henry (Howard) Earl of Nortbampton> Lord Prhry SeaL 

(5) Robert CcciJ Earl of Sali(bary> Secretary of Stat^. 

* Mr. V^\ tfUs u$ it was of the Price of 14 1, and therefore muft hare been, 
richly ornamented, according to the Value of Money at that time* [Defiderata 
Cariofa, 4to. v.* 1. p. 59.] 

tbe 
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the Eltham Statutes (1526), carried with it the fakry of 100 
Marks. The fame may be faid of the Lieutenancy of the 
Tower in the Cafe of Sir Hugh Vaughan [temp. Hen VIL *] 

The Captain is at prefent, ex officio^ immediately ad- 
mitted of the Privy Council : but fach precipitation is an 
Honour rather of a late Date ; for the Vifcount Fenton^ who held 
the Poft of Captain of the Corps from the Acceflion of 
K. James I. 160310 the year 1617, was not made a Privy 
Counfellor till the year 1 609 +. 

After this Period, Sir, nothing tranfpires refpefting the 
Corps of Yeomen till the Reftoration, when, having lain in a 
torpid State during the Commonwealth, together with all other 
regal Appendages, it revived, in a few Years, with a Degree 
of Eclat never known before, and received a larger Appoint* 
ment of Officers than was allowed even to the Band of Gentle^ 
men Penjioners. 

The Captain, inftead of a Gown^ only, had, in the Year 
1660, the more fubftantial Emolument of a Salary of One Thou^ 
f and Pounds per annum: and the Pay of the Clerk of the 
CHEoyE was advanced^ from Twenty Pounds, to One Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds per annum J. The Number of Yeomem 
was Two Hundred: and thus the Eftablifhmcnt refted till the 
Year 1668, when the Kino was pleafed to regulate it by re- 
ducing the Number of the Yeomen to One Hundred^ and by 

♦ Sec the Appendix. 

t Camdeni Annalium Apparatus. 

X The Captain was Gfrge [Goring] Earl of Norwich ^^Kni. Richard Smithy 
Efq. was Clerk of the Cheque. [Lord Chamberlain's Office-Books.] The Al- 
lowance now made to this Officer might perhaps govern the Quantum »ft€r<- 
wards appointed to the Corporals or Exempts. 

H adding 
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adding at the fame time more Officers, the firft Purpofe opera- 
, ting in aid of the Second; though, at the fame time, fuch ftep^ 
ultimately, pointed at Retrenchment, as tht Supernumerary Yzo'- 
MEN fhould die. 

The Officers then appointed, and fworn in on the izth of 
Auguft, were, 

A Lieutenant, with 500 1. per annum *.^ 

An Ensign, with 300 1. per annum + ; and 

Four Corporals (or Exempts), with 150 1. per annum each J. 

With regard to the Reduction of the Number of the Teo^ 
men^ it fhould feem that the Plan had been for fome Years 
in contemplation ; as it is evident, from the following Order 
of Council, that the Corps had not its Complement of Men at 
the time ; but that the Places of feveral Teomen^ then lately de- 
ceafed, had not been filled up. 

At the Court at Whitehall, the i^th of February^ i6d8. 

** His Majefty intending to make fome Alteration concern* 
*♦ ing the Yeomen of his Guard, it was this day Ordered, 
*^ that the Lord Vijcount Grandifon^ Captain of his Majefty*s 

♦ Hon. Thomas Howard, who, I conceive, was the fecond Son of Theo- 

* 

philus Earl of Suffolk. [Lord Chamberlain's OiHcc-Books.]* 

t Edward Savile, Efq. [Idem.] 

X Mr. Afton— 'Mr. Horton — Mr. Sadlington — and Mr. Gardiner. [Idem.] 
It has been infinuated, with what truth I cannot fay, that the difpofal of the 
laft-mentioned Four Appointments were oblique Favours conferred upon cer- 
tain Ladies well known to have had no fmall intercft in the Court of K* 
Charles II. If fo, thefc Pofts were not gratuitoufly beftowod ab initio^ 

* Notwithftanding that the Corps of Teomtn has had an Enjtgn from the above 
period, yet I never could find any, the fmalleft, Trace of a Standard^ or a 
JSanntr. 

*< Guard^ 
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♦* Guard, do caufe to appear before him All the Teamen of 
*.* the Guard in the laft Week of the Month of March next, 
** and out of all the Yeomz^ now remaining alive to fele£t 
** and chufe out One Hundred of them, fuch as he conceives 
** moft proper to give their continual Attendance upon his Ma- 
**jefty'& Perfou, \ii\\\z\i Hundred (hall at that time be fettled 

and provided for according to a new EftabliHiment, and the 

remaining part of the whole Number fliall likewife continue 
*• his Majefty*s Servants in fuch manner, and with fuch Al* 
«< lowanciss^ ^as fhall be thought fit and declared." 

The Order of Council, confequent upon the above, does not 
appear in the OfEce-Regifters : but it may be colledted, in 
effeft, from the Recital of it In' a Petition delivered by fbme 
of thefe fupernumerary Teomen {on the Subjedt of Arrears) in 
the Year 1685, wherein they ftate, that his then late Ma- 
jefty A. D. 1 668-~" By Order of Council reduced his faid Guard 
** from Ttvo Hundred to 0«^ Hundred to be in prefent Waiting, 
'** and the other to be at Half Fay [viz. 15 1. per annum] to be 
** paid concurrently with thofe in Waiting, and to be reftored 
** to Waiting as others died off.** 

What the aftual number of Teomen thus put upon Half-Pay 
in 1668 amounted to, we know not; but we find that fome of 
them furvived the Retrenchment upwards of Twenty Years ; 
for a PetiticMi was again preferred to the Privy Council, for 
Payment of Arrrears, by Five of them, in the Year 1690. 

When all thofe Teomen on Half- Pay were either dead, or re- 
inflated by Succeffion, the Corps became in all points what it is 
at prefent. 

The Term Epcempt J Sir, which has occurred to us in the new 
Eftablifhment above given, is manifeftly borrowed from. the 
French Gardes du Corps^ though Pere Daniel confefles him- 

H 2 felf 
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fclf to be at a lofs to account for its meaning, unlefs, fays he^ 
thofc Officers are exempted from certain ordinary Duties, fuch 
as Mounting Guard, &c. Something more fatisfaftory, how- 
ever, may be learnt fimply from a comparifon of thofe in 
France and in England, both as to Rank and Service^ 
' P. Daniel admits them to have, in France, the Rank of Cap^ 
tain ; for they are ftyled in their Commiffions ** Capitaines 
Exempts des Gardes du CorpSy^ and which, he tells us, they, 
have enjoyed ever fince the Reign of Henry IV ♦. Richelet, 
in his Dlftionary, fays that the Exempt is an Officer who com- 
mands in the abfence of the Lieutenant and Enjign ; which will 
agree very well with what I am going to fuggeft, as to military 
fubordination. Another Circumftancc will bring them flill 
nearer together ; for the French Exempt of the Garde du Corps 
has the charge of the Nigbt-Watch +, and thus, collaterally, 
our Exempt is a refident Officer, who fleeps in the Palace (St» 
James's) at this Day, as Commander of the Teomen on Duty, 
which no other Officer of the Corps does. The Exempt has 
therefore a delegated Authority, purely by the Abfence of his 
Superiors in the Corps, during whofe Prefence his Power had 
before been abforbed J. 

The military , Term Exempt^ introduced at the Reftoration, 
firft had place (where it is dill to be found) in our Horfe- 
Guardsj which two Troops have likewife peculiar Subaltern 
Officers, appellatively from the French, viz. Brigadiers and 

* Hill, dc la Milicc Fran^oifc II. I4i. 

t L'Eut de la France 1682. 

t In fpeaking of an Exempt^ we adopt the French PronuiKiation» and in coa- 
formity to it now ufually write Exon. 
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Eftipiates for the Pay of the Army, nor within the Mutiijjr* 
Aft, having been fubjedl only to the interior Regulations of 
their refpeftive Captains in particular, or of HouJholdOrdi^ 
nances in general. 

It has been otherwife with the Officers of the Battle- 
Axe-Guards in Ireland'^. 

The Exempts of the Yeomen, however, were not without 
unother Parallel iu the Year 1668; for Henrietta- Maria the 
Queen Dowager of K. Charles I. upon her return hither 
A. D. 1662, retained a Body-Guard of Twenty-four Pcr- 
Ibns, under the Command of zCaptairiy z Lieutenant j and aa 

Exempt +• 

To brhig the Exempts of t\\t .Horfe -Guards ^ and of the Yeo- 
men, ftill clofer together, it may be obferved, that at one 

* A late Captain of the Yeonun^ the Lord Vifcount Falmouth^ it is true, 
was a General Officer ; but that was incidental to his Lordfhip, among many 
of the Nobility, who, raifing Forces in the Rebellion of the Year 1745, in 
their refpe£tive Counties, were complimented with fuch Rank. 

t Dr, Chamberlayne firft publifhed his *• Angliac Notitia" or Prefent State 
early in the Year 1669. before tlie Death of tlie Queen- Mother, which hap- 
pened in the enfuing Auguft, wherein is the following Account of thi« Branch 
of her Majcfty's Eflablilhment : 

** A Captain. 
** A Lieutenant* 
** An Exempt. 

** Twenty-four Gentlemen Soldiers In black Velvet Caflbcks *, and golden 
•* embroidered Badges, marching or waiting about the Perfon of her Majefty. 
*^ When in her Sedan, or at Chapel, or at Table, or in her Coach with tw$ 
** Horfcs, [they attended] on foot with Halbirts ; and when in her Coach 
'* with Six Horfes, on horfeback with Carbinu : in all places, within Doors as 
** without, covertd,^^ 

* A Caflbck originally figniiied a Horfe-man^f loofe coat. [v. Mr. Steevenf*s 
note to «' All's well that Ends well." Ad IV* Sc« UL j It feems to be the Spanifli 
Cafica. 

time 
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m regimental fubordination, who has the occ^ifional Ctffibtrmnd 
of a fmall Detachment : Thus the Spani(h Caporal carries with 
it primitively no Indignity, though wc have, of late Years, 
degraded the Term ; but which may, neverthelefs, be reftored 
to honour, even among ourfelves, when We ihall have tobferved 
how it was formerly applied. Jt is fcarcely probable that this 
Appellation, bad it been at the time humiliating, would have 
been given, by royal Aqthority, fO thofe who, as I have faid, 
are called Efquires in Ineir Appointments, while the non- 
commiflioned Officer, to whom we annex the general idea, 
IS two degrees below the Rank of a Gentleman. 

Now, Sir, with refpeft to the Term Corporal^ as former- 
ly appropriated in England to a liberal military Rank, we 
find that in the Armament fent by Q; Elizabeth to aid the 
Scots againft the French (A. D. 1560) Holinflied (peaks of the 
Corporals, whereby he means Captains^ they being men- 
tioned next after tht Majors*. Stowe, likewife, where he gives, 
in detail, the naval Force fitted out againft Portugal (A. D. 1588) 
likewife fpeaks of Five Captains of ShipSj whom he calls Corpo- 
rals of the Squadrons. Each of thefe, I conceive, had a few 
Ships under his immediate Command, and was a Ca6o de Efqua* 
dra^ or what we now comprefs in the Word Commodore : add to 
this, that, among the fuperior Officers, he fpecifies the Colonels^ 
and Lieutenant Colonels y of the Squadrons. Nay further, Corpo- 
rals in the Fleet are again mentioned fo lately as in the Year 
1635, in the Commiffion of High Admiral conferred by K, 
Charles I. on Algernon Earl of Northumberland +. 

* Thcfc were called Corporals of tht Fleidy to diftinguifti tliem from thofe in 
the Fleet. They were equal in rank to a Captain of Horfe^ and operated as Jieis^ 
dt'Camp do at prefcnt. [See the Notes of Dr. Farmer and Mr. Tyrwhitt to 
** Love's Labour's Loft." Aft IIL ,Sc. L in the Variorum Edition of Shake- 
fpcare.] 

t Rymer's Foedera. Tom. XIX. p 762. 

I Upon 
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«* as well to attend upon Our Person abroad^ as to do the Service of 

•• the Houfe; all which Officers ^«^ Yeomen Jhall be /worn to obey 

*• Our Lord Chamberlain or Vice Chamberlain as formerly^ and 

*• all Orders that Jhall come from tbeni : and all Orders thatjball 

*• be delivered from Our Lord Chamberlain, ^r Vice Chamberlain, 

«* by them/elves J or the GtutUittcU'lJihers in their jlbfence^ for Our 

•* Service^ Jhall be delivered to the Officer in Waiting, who^ 

** uponfuch notice given^ Jhall appoint what number of Our Guard 

*• is defred in fuch place ^ and for fucb Services as Jhall be defired* 

*• And^ if no Officer Jhall be prejent^ a Yeoman-Ulher, with the 

^* Yeomen, Jhall go and perform the Service y according as he Jhall 

*« be required by Our Lord Chamberlain, Vice Chamberlain, 

•* or J by their Order ^ by the Gentleman -Ufher Daily- Waiter, 

•* upon all Occajions as Our Service Jhall require : And if no Officer 

** be upon the Guard, nor Yeoman-Uflier, then the Yeomen Jhall, 

*• obey the DireSions of the Gentleman- Ufher, that Our Service 

" be not neglected. The Yeomen of our Guard are to Attend in 

** our 

As to It's original Ufe, there is fcarcely a neceiCty to obferve, that in the' 
Infancy of Military Difcipline, and particularly before an Uniformity in the 
national Drefs of an Army was adopted, fomething whereby to diftinguifh a 
Friend from a Foe,— to difcover fufpefted Spies,— and to prevent Surprizes, 
was neceflary : — this could not be better done than by a mental Secret contained 
in the ffauh-H^orJ. 

Where there is no immediately grand Urgency for fuch ff^i^if^ yet it has a 
local Ufe, which dill remains, fufiicient to check the Deiigns of difaffeAed 
Soldiery where Infurredions may be apprehended ; for, by a fudden Change 
of the f/^ordf concealed Traitors may be detefted, and inimical Defignt 
firuftrated. 

At prefent I am confidering fuch Communication as a little Ceremonial. 
There are now daily iw§ different ff^§rds in ufe, the one fecretly given to the 
Officers on Duty at the Court, and die other as fecretly conveyed to the Guard . 
in the City pofted at the Tower, which ff^^rds an contained in a Lift pri- 
vately 
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** our Great Chamber, as has been accufiomed* Andy becaufe their 
*' Service importeth not only the Safety of Our Pcr{ony but the Hon^ 
" our of Our Court, We Ordain^ that none hereafter befworn and 
" enrolled of that Band that is not of Tall Perfonage, Strong, 
** Aftive, and of Manly Prefence ; and that fuch^ according to 
•* Our Prerogative^ be chofen out of the Servants of our Nobility ^ 
if we pleafe^ or where elfe they may be found : and that they 
be freely placed, and enjoined to execute their Service in Per-- 
^^fonj and not to be excufed by the Attendance of extraordinary 
" hired Men^ as fome times hath been done^ And for the fet ting 
** the Watch at Night, which formerly was by the Efquires of 
•* the Body, Our pleafure is^ that from henceforward the Watch 
•* be fett by the Officer of the Guard in Waiting, who Jhall 
^* deliver the Names of the faid Watch in Writing to fhe Efquire 
** of our Body, to be by him carried into Our Bed Chamber, as 
«' heretofore was done by them. 

vatcly iffucd by the War-Office prior to the Commencement of every Month, 
Copies of which are delivered tp the Kino, and the Commanding Officers on th^ 
fcvcral Duties refpeftively.. On Days of Ceremony, previoufly to the Levet 
or Drawing'Room^ the IVord of the Day is given, by the Kikg himfelf, 
to the Officer of each Divifion, who communicates it to the Troops under hit 
Command. On other Days, when the King is not feen in State, the Offieen 
give the tVords themfelves from the correfponding Lift ; and, being Names of 
Places, are fo very arbitrary that they cannot be known, or even fufpeftcd. 

The Words for any given Month are arranged in this Manner in tbe Lifts 
delivered from the War-office. 



Days 

Monday. i. 
1 uefday. 2. 
Wednefday. 3. 
Thurfday. 4, 
&c. 



The Word for • • • • 

For the Court. 

— Canterbury. 
— — . Huntingdon. 

Oxford. 

Portfmouth. 

&c. 

I 2 
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For the Csty^ 

Brentford. 

Gravefend* 
Barhet. 

Colchefter. 
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^^ Guard to, be kept at tUDbor .^fQ/^r Guard* Chimtef*^^^^ 
" Pfefence-Chambei;, and other Places in^Ouf 'Houje^ as jy'om 
^^ time to limel^e ^a'll Command^ duly bbfervihg the Orders tVe 
^^ /hall fet up and ordain in O'ur'ttouje\andlhiy Jlohll take care 
^^ that the Y6omen-U(hers jee that /^^'Chahiber -he kept clean 
** andjweet^ and that they caufe the door to be cat^efully kept^ not 
^^fuffering any Footmen to enter into /i&^ Chamber, excipt Our Foot'- 
^^ men^ ^W//?^ i5?t?/w^«^0«r deareft Con fort the Queen, Our 
" Dear Brother and Sifter /A^ Duke and Dutchess or York, 
" and our Coufin Prince Rupert, and all Pages, Tl:>efe are.per^ 
** mitted tojiay there ^ hut to pafs no further \ nor any Idle ^ Mean^ 
" or Unknown^ Per/ons to enter therein. And if any of the Foot^ 
" men of the Gentlemen that attend us ^ or others that are come 
" into Our Houfey come to fpeak with their Majlers^ that they be 
*' notfuffered to pajs through the Chamber, but that the Yeoman- 
** IJihevJend a Gitoom, or a Page of the Prefence-Chathber^ unto 
" the Gentleman -Ulher Quarter- Waiter attending at the Pre- 
** fence-Chamber- Door, to acquaint his Mafler therewith^ who 
^^ is to come out to him to fpeak with him^ and not to fend for his 
** Footman into the f aid Room. And that after Our Meat is ferved 
•* up^ they fufftr none to enter into the [aid Chamber, or remain 
" there ^ only fuch as have Service to do within; or as they Jhall have 
" Order from the Gentlemen-Uftiers to let in ; or Perfons of good 
Fajhion and good Appearance that have a Dejire to fee Us at 
Dinner^ and not any inferior^ mean^ or unknown People: All 
*' which Perfons Jhall be admitted into our Prefence Chamber, at 
^^ the Difcretion of //&^ Gentleman-Ufher Daily- Waiter, or^ in 
^ his Abfenccj the Gentleman-Uflier Quarter- Waiter, 

in An Error of the.Tranfcriber, for Gnr0/-Cbamber, as it is before called. 

7 ''V 
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** If there JbalVbapfen any Diforder or SluarrelLamongft any ef 
f^ Mr Servants in /^^Great-Chamber, /A^ Officer in Waiting, 
*^Me Clerk of the Checque, ^r the Yeomen-Ufliers in their A6^ 
^^ fence y ere to ^ifcharge them of their Attendance y till the Caufe 
** he heard endfunijhedby the Lord Chaaiberlain. 

^^ If ^y ^f the Ytomen of the Chamber^ that keep the Door^ 
*' ie abufed by any^ The Officer in Waiting, Clerk of the 
** Checque, or Yeoman-Uflier, Jball inform the Lord Cham- 
'• berlain, or fn his Abfence the Vice Chamberlain, /Ai^/ Example 
** may be made of him or them that Jball do the fame J^ 

The Ordinances above-given being fo full and exprefs to every 
purpofe, and wherein no mention is made of the Teomen of 
the Crown J I conceive that ^hey were laid afide cither on the 
Reform of 1668, if they did not fall Iboncr; fori do not 
recoiled that they have occurred fince the Demife of Q^ Eli- 
zabeth* 

But thefe Ordinances, Sir, may rK)t 'pafs withotat a Com- 
ment which applies even to the prefent.Day, What is called 
the Guar-d-Chamber at St. James*s is well known to everyone 
who frequents the Court, and from the Yeomen who appear 
there on Duty, added to its military Ornaments, is naturally ac- 
cepted as fuch. It may therefore feem an incoherent AflTer- 
tion to fay, that the Guard-Chamber is not the Guard-Cham- 
ber ; and yet fo it will prove ; for its Title is. The Greats 
Chamber. To fpeak ftill more properly, we {hould call it The 
Great Chamber of Prefence^ as Mr Strype ftyles it from fome 
MSS. which he had fcen, wherein it is faid that in the Year 
1559 the French Ambaffadors were entertained at White- 
hall with a fupper, when " the Hall, and the G^eat Chamber 
** ^f ^^^fenccy were hung with very rich cloth of Arras, and a 
" cloth of State *.'■ The Arrangement of Statc-Rooms above 

* Strype% Annabi L 189. 

IStairs 
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Stairs in Royal Palaces fdefuite)^ uniformly confifts of The 
Great Chamber j The Prefence-Ch amber ^ The Frivy Chamber^ 
The Withdrawmg^Room^ and The Bed-Chamber. Enough has 
been faid of thefe interior Rooms on a former Occafion*; 
but the Subject did not extend outwardly to the Chamber of 
which we are now fpeaking. In this Room, as a Chamber of 
State, our Kings in former times occafionally dined, and which 
was regulated, as to etiquette, by fpecial Ordinances like thofe 
which iffued for the Frivy Chamber^ &c. Thefe Days were 
called ** Days of E flat e in the Great Chamber ^^^ for the Obfer- 
vance of ^hich, in point of form, there are feme Articles pre- 
ferved of the Reign of K. Hen. VII. made in his ipth Yearf, 
The High Officers, as the King's Reprefentatives, at Entertain- 
ments of the Reprefentatives of other Kings, alfb generally 
dined in this Chamber. The Ordinances of the Year 1627 ^^7f 
that ** When the Lord Chamberlain fliall eat in that [the 
•' Great] Chamber y it be kept according to the old Order :" and 
in thofe for the Queen's Apartments 1631, it is enjoyned, that 
her Majefty*s *' Lord Chamberlain dine and fup in her Great 
*• Chamber on Sundays and Collar-days.*' On the Creation of a 
Peer, a ceremonious Dinner was anciently given by the King to 
the Party, and it was frequently ferved in this Great Chamber^ 
which, till very lately, had Eight Sewers appropriated to 
it, who officiated on fuch Occaiions J. It has ftill Ten 
Grooms belonging to it, who are Meflengers of the Houfhold, 
under the Command of the Lord Chamberlain, in the King*s 
Service ; and, were it not for thefe furviving Officers, who 
are (from their Station there) denominated Grooms of the Grejt^ 

♦ Curialia, Part I. Diflcrt. II. ' 

t W. W. in Coll. Ann. and in Bibl. Harl. N*' 642, 

^ Abolilhed 1782. Their Title was Siu/trs of the GnahCbambtr. 

Chamber^ 
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Chamber J the old and proper Title of this Apartment would 
now be totally abforbed in that of the Guard-Chamber^ 

If we revert to the Statutes of Eltham (Temp- Henry VIII.) 
in the Article relating to the King*s and Queen's ** Outward 
ChamberSy^ we fhall find it is commanded that " The Teomen 
•* UJbers^^ and other " Teomen^^ who have the Charge of the 
** Great Chamber ^'^ give their continual attendance* 

In the Reign of K. James I. we have feen that the Teomen 
on Duty are enjoined diligently to keep Guard in the Great 
Chamber \ and particularly to clear the Room of all Strangers 
at certain Hours ; that his Royal Highnefs Prince Henry ^ who 
refided at St. James's, might '* quietly take his Repafts in 
•* the Prefence Chamber^'* which, as has been obfcrvcd, is the 
Room Interiorly adjoining*. 

The Orders juft now given at large from the Reign of K. 
Charles IL (hew that the Room in queftion preferved its primi-' 
tive nature at that period, and that it then had a Haut-pas at 
leaft (and I prefume a Cloth of Eftate) before it was furnifhed 
with Arms as at prefent ; for the Ufhers are there ordered to 
keep the Haut-pas clean : and it is pofitively faid that " The 
•* Teomen attend in our Great Chamber^ as. has been accuftomed." 

Anciently the Houfes of our greater Nobility contained a Room 
of State above Stairs called the Great-Chamber^ wherein the 
Lord and bis principal Guefts dined, wbile Perfons of fubord^- 
nate Rank were configned to the Hall below among the Officers 
of his Houfhold + : nay many Houfes of inferior note in the 
Country, at the beginning of this Century, had their Dining-^ 
Room above Stairs, which long preferved its name, after it had 

* The King at that time kept his Court at Whitehall, 
t Sec the Northumberland Houlhold Book, pp. 309. 419* 

been 
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been converted to other ufes*. This Room, whenever it had 
any pretenfions to fo high a Title, was called the Great-Cham^ 
6€r\ for the Truth of which Affertion we need only have 
Recourfe to Shakefpeare, who has pr«ferved Traits of ancient 
Manners equally with Hiftorians; Majitr Slender in the Merryt 
Wives oi Windjor is reprifented as a Gentleman poffeffed of an 
Eftate of 300 Pounds per Annum ; now, Sir, this very Gen- 
tleman^ fpeaks of his Great-Cbafnber\ for where Piftol is quef- 
tioned by Sir J. FalftafF about the picking of Matter Slender's 
Focket of his Fui»fc, Slender replies— 

•* Ay,, by thefe Gloves; did he ; or I would I might never 
^' come in mine own Great-Chamber again +.'* 

Nay more ; Mr. Bernard GTilpin, that moft exemplary Di- 
vinev and the Redtor of Houghton-le-Spring, who died 1583, 
nientions expreffly in his Will, his ** Great-Cbamber above 
•* Stairs over the Parlour" in his Reftorial Hbufe, and which 
he dcfcribes as a Room of Entertainment J. 

To return to the Court, Sir. From hence we fee that the 
Teamen VJhtr and the Guard oi Teomen on Duty are not now 
placed where we find them, becaufe the Chamber in queftion 
has ultimately become the Guard-Room ; but becaufe it aftually 
ftill is The Great-'ChamhrithtY being a detached Party draught- 
ed from the Main Body for the purpofe. This Chamber once fo 
honourably and hofpitably occupied is now entirely devoted to 

♦ What originated from State in the Country arofe from Neccflity in Lon- 
don, wh\siie the prineiffal Room on the firft Floor is Hill called the Dining Room^ 
becaufe the GrounckFloor was antieotly occupied by a Shop and its Appen« 
dages. 

t Aft. I. Sc. I. 

X See his Life, paUiiMbf .the Rev, Wm^Gilpin^ 175^ 

the 
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the ITeomen^ the Grooms and Mejfengers^ that are in clofe Atten* 
daiice: a Guard of the former has always flept m it; but, while 
it preferved its Dignity as the Great Chamber^ the Beds were 
placed at night and difplaced in the Mornings as in thofe Cham* 
bers where other Officers flept ; though now the Beds are fta* 
tlonary, being contained in the large Chefts which we fee in 
it* The Cafe is the fame on the Queen*s Side, and the Ar- 
rangement of the State Apartments exaftly correfponds. If 
then you aflt where is the Guard Chamber at St. James's ?— I 
anfwer there is none; and that the Teomen^ not on adlual 
Duty, are at liberty to difpofe of themfelves as they (hall think 
proper. 

In thelaft Year of the Reign of K. Charles II. there was a 
Review upon^ Putney-Heath (Oft. i. 1684) of the King's 
Forces, including, as State-Guards, the whole Band of Gentle^ 
men Penfioners^ and the Hundred Yeomen by Name, diftin- 
guifhing the Fifteen Ushers from the reft. The Yeomen arc 
defcribed as being armed, Fifty with Arqutbufes^ and Fifty with 
Partifans. The Roll was printed and publifhed by authority 
at the time, and is the heft poffible Evidence of the State of 
the Corps at that Period *. 

We muft not, however, difmifs this Reign without attending 
for a moment to the Warders of the Tower^ who, at the 
clofe of it, underwent a fimilar Reforni to that which hap- 
pened to the Yeomen at it's Commencement; for in May, 
J 683, the number of Warders was reduced from Forty to 
Twentyfour by Survivorlhip, the Sixteen firft Vacancies being 
ordered not to be filled up. The Warders, in the February 

* No Notice is taken of the Wardeu of tlic 7<w/r, as being, perhaps, pccu- 
liirly . appropriated to tliat Garrifon, 

K preceding^ 
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preceding, had petitioned iov \ov\g Arrears and ntvf Cloathing^, 
which happening at a time when a general Retrenchment was 
in meditation, their Cafe was refered to tht Lord D^rtmouth^ 
Mojiir General of the Ordnance^ for his Report to the King in 
Council of what he thought proper (hould be done, both as to 
the Reform itfclf^ as far as it concerned the Tower^ and hkewife 
regarding the Siibjedts of the Petition. The Lord Dartmouth^ 
accordingly, in the M&y following, made hi^ Report, wherein 
he ftates, as his. opinion, that (ince the Tower had been garri- 
foned by the Foot-Guards^ a lefs number of Warders became 
fufficient for watching at the- Gates, and attending on Prifa- 
ners. His Lordfhip then propofed to reduce the number frcai 
Forty to Twenty f our ^ though notnn a violent manner; but, in 
confideratipn of their having purchafed their Places, that, as the 
Warders died, iioiiew Appointments fhould be made, till the 
number (hould fink to Twenlyfour. This awakened the atten* 
tion of the Lieutenant of the Tower (at that time I prefume the 
chief Officer) as militatiitg againft his Intereft, and whereby he 
fhould lofe a confiderable Per^AMfite< arifing from the Difpofal 
of the Sixteen firft Vacancies^ To this -bis-Mj/^. was pleafed 
to declare, that the Lieutenant fhould have a competent Recom- 
pence: but it proved a weak AfTurance ; for the King died in lefs 
than a Year and an Halfi foon after wiiich, for what reafon 
does not appear, things took a very different tunu 

As to the Article of Cloaihing^ the Lord Dartmouth reported 
that the Warders had. not received any Cloathing iot Three 
TearSj and recommended their being new-cloathed at that 
time, and thenceforth annually. In thefe points the King con- 
curred, and ordered care to be taken for the Payment of their 
Arrears : but the Demife of the Grown- intervening, we 
4 know. 



(8 The Yeomen of the King*s GuAit»» 

A Word or two in this Reign, however, concerns the H^ar^ 
ders of the Tower. Arrears were due both to them, and to the 
TiOmen on Half- Pay; and accordingly they exhibited their re* 
fpedlive Petitions to the King and Council (1685), which were 
referred to the Treafury for Confideration and Redrefs. The 
cafe of the Warders embraced a double grievance ; for their 
Cloatbing had not been renewed fince the Year 1683, though a 
peremptory Order had then been made for their being fup- 
plied annually. Fre(h Orders were accordingly given, that 
new Cloatbing fliould be immediately provided, and repeated 
every Year. 

Another circumftance is rather memorable i^i the Department 
of the Warders^ which occurred in the Year 1688 : for the tide 
turned againft the principal Officer of the Tower^ who in the 
late Reign had been, by royal Sandion^ permitted to fell 
the Poft of Warder upon every vacancy. No palpable Reafon 
appears for the Refumption of this privilege, though there 
feems to be a tacit Iniinuation in the Order, which is given: 
below in a Note^ thalt it was founded on the Rapacity of fome 
preceding Li^utenantf who, probably for an advanced Price,, 
had granted thofe Offices iothife^ and not during bis Maj€sty*&. 
Pieafure^ If this was not the Cafe, it can only be imputed 
to the Jealoufy of the King at that critical Period, who had 
put the Tower into the Hands of a Perfon of whofo Fidelity 
he was fecure *. Very. 
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At the Court of Whitehall tbi tOth 6 f July 1688: 



** Whereas it was thU Day reprefcnted to his Majcfty that the Places of the 
•* Yeomen Warders of the Tower of London hate been ufually fold, and"* 
'* granted during Life^ tlie Continuance of which Practice muft neceflarily be 
'•prejudicial to his Majesty's Service: His Majesty in Council, taking 
^* the fame into his Royal Confideration, is picafcd to order^ and it is hereby 

**^ ordered^ 
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Very foon after K. William was fecurely feated la the 
Throne, and the interniediate Oppofition fince the Abdication 
of K. James had expended its force, a rigid, though perhaps 
not an improper. Regulation took place : for fev^ral of the Teo^ 
men were difmifled as non-efFeftive ; others as being of an under- 
fize ; and ftill more of them for negleding to do their Duty 

** ordered, That all the Yeomen of his Tawer of Lendsn^ that do now hold 
^ their faid Employments by virtue of any Grant^^ Warrant, Deputation, or 
** other Inftruraent in Writing for the Term of their refpeftivc Laves^ 
** do forthwith furrcnder and deUvcr the fame into the Hands of Sir Edward 
** Hales^ Bart, the prefent Lieuiinant of the faid Tcwer^ to be cancelled, who 
is hereby required to give and deliver^ gratisy unto the faid Yeomen-War- 
ders, new Grants, Warrants, or Deputations, for their faid Places, to hold 
and enjoy the fame during his Majesty^s PUafure*^ And ip is hereby 
** further ordered. That for the future no Pcrfons whatfoever fhall be admitted 
•* into the Places of Yeomen- Warders of the faid Towir^to hold or enjoy 
** the fame, in any other manner, or for any other Term or Tunc, than- 
•* during his Majesty's Pleafwrt which (hall be exprefled in all War- 
^ rants. Grants, and Deputations, conflituting and appointing them Yeo* 
** MEN- Warders. And his Majesty is further pleafed to order, that 
*' henceforward no LieuUnant of his Tower of London do pTefume to fell tlic 
** Yeomen- Warders Places, or ta demand, exad:^ or receive, direftly or 
indireftly, any Gratuity or Reward for or in confideratipa of any Grant, 
•* Warrant, or Deputation, for the faid Employment, or admit any Perfons 
into the faid< Places but fuch as ihall be firft approved of by his Majesty. 

And all Perfons concerned are to take notice hereof, and yield due Obc* 
dicnce hereunto, as they tender his Majuesty's Service, and will anfwer the 
** contrary at their Pfcrils/' 

* Sir Edward Hales, Bart, of Woodchurch, &c, in Kent,, had been firmly at- 
tached to K. James— held fcveral Pods under him — and fought for him at the Battle 
off La Hpgue 1692, for which fervice K. James gave him au ollenftble Patent of Crea* 
laaa'vtii^thtJE^rldQmoiTinUrden. [See the Baronetago]. 

m 
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i:i pe'lon, and einploying incompetent fubftitutcs *. This mat- 
ter was agitated betbre the Kbg in Council 1689, the Proceed- 
ings upon which I give from the Regifter-Books of the Council- 
o.xce as brisflv as may be. 

" To the King's moft Excellent Majesty and the Rigbi 
*• HznnurabU the Lords of his Majesty's m^Jl Honour^ 
*• abU Privy Council, 

«* The bumble Pethim of John Smhb, Richard Df'urell, John 
•• Brj£fU, and Jebx Smadwoidj Yeomen of the Guard of 
** rour Majesty's Body, on behalf of themfelves and many 
^^ others of the fame Band, 

** Moft humbly iheweth, 

•* That there was Iniututed In the time of your Royal Prede- 
** cefibr King Henry tbe Seventh a Guard by the name of the 
*' YEOMENoftheGuARD^toattend his Royal Perfbn, which hath 
** been continued ever fince by that name by all your Predeceflbrs 
•* lucceffivdy ; and your Petitioners (as well as their PredeceJforsJ 
** were admitted to their Places for lofe, and none (till now) were 
•* ever turned out of their faid Places at the Will of their Cap- 
•* tain ; only, in the /A/W Year of K. Charles the Firft, Thirty of 
** the Yeoxbx of his then Guard being found unfit for Service 
•• !?r reiioQ of their Age, and Indilpofition of Health, were put 
•* by their periixiil Attendance, yet neverthelefs were allowed 
•* their Wsgw, without Cheque, during their Lives, as by Privy 

*• Thit, at the time of your Majesty's Acceilion to theCrown, 
** Tccr P^ll-^xz^i w«e ibme of that Guard, and were lb ac- 

* ^ - z? AT Ciir bifpetxd ia the Bimd cs GcasrunKa Pi%Jmm r, at the fame 
P^rivM. ^ i<:x tbc Kcuca :^r t^ l>I£riia£oQ ii imc a rianyttJ .tD be paliiaccd. 

•^cepted 
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<*ceptcd to be, and had your Majesty-s LiverieSy and attended 
^^ your Royal Coronation. 

** That notwithftanding your Petitioners are all known and 
*^ profefled Proteftants, and were filled with Joy at your Arrival 
** in England, yet they have been and are diverted of your 
*^ Royal Majesty's Lin/eriesy and removed from their Places. 

** Forafmuch therefore as your Petitioners are not charged with 
** any Crime, and being faithful adherers to your Royal Service 
•• and Intereft, and having purchafed their faid Places with the 
** Expence of their whole Fortunes, depending upon the fame, as 
** an Eftate for life, and it being the only Support for themfelves 
•* and Families, they muft inevitably perifh through want, un* 
** lefs remedied herein by; your accuftomed princely Care and - 
** Goodnefs*. 

*• Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly proftrate themfelvei 
** at your Royal Fce^, and pray that, purfuant to your Royal 
** Declaration, they may either be continued in their feveral 
** Places, or otherwife (ff found unfit perfonally to ferve) they^ 

may be allovy:ed their refpeftive Wages, as hath been granted in 

the time of your Royal Predeceffbrs. 

**• And your Petitioners (as in Duty bound) 
** Ihall ever pray, &c; 

^* Received June 24, 1 689. 
^^ Read in Council June 27.'* ' 

16 confequence of this Petition, the following Minute is found.' 

<< Minute 
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** Minute 

<* from the Regifter Books of the Council Office^ 

** June 27, 1 689. 

. ** Present 
" The King's moft Excellent Majestv. 

^* Upon reading this day at the Board the hunible TetUlon of 
^* John Smith, Richard Dewell, John Brafield^ and John Small-^ 
^* woodj Yeomen of the Guard of his Majesty's Body, ou 
•« behalf of themfelves and many others of the fame Band, who 
•* have been lately divefted of their Liveries^ and removed from 
*' their Places; praying to be continued in their feveral Places, or, 
** if found unfit perfbnally to ferve, that they iflay be allowed 
** their refpeftive wages, as hath been granted in the time of Hi» 
** Majesty's Royal Predeceflbrs : 

<* It was Ordered, by His Majefty in Council, that this Petition 
*^ be fliewed to the Right Honourable the Earl of Mancbejiery^ 
•* Captain of the Yeomen of the Guard of His Majesty's 
♦' Body, who is defired to return his anfwer thereunto to Hig 
" Majesty with all convenient Speed." 

In about a month afterwards, a Second Petition was prefeuted 
to the King and Council^ in order to haften the Anfwer of the • 
Captain ; in confequence of which a Day wzs prefixed for ad-- 
mitting his hordjinfs Aufwcr, which was conceived iu the fol* 
lowing Terms. 
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<* The Anfwer of Charles Earl of Manchester, Captain 
*• of their Majesties Yeomen of the Guard of their Bodies^ 
** to the Petition of feveral late of the /aid Gua^d^ together with 
*• his Reafons for removing them out of the faid Guard ^ tnofl 
•* humbly offered to the King's moji excellent Majesty in 
** Council. 

•• That upon his Majesty's being gracioufly pleafed to confer 
^* upon me the Honour and Truft of Captain of the faid Yeo- 
*« MEN of the Guard, he gave it me in command to regulate 
** the fame : and upon my Infpeftion there-into I found} 

** I ft, That there were in the faid Guard^ or Band^ feveral 
^* old and infuffident men paft fervice. 

** zdly. Others very unfit for the, fame, being fmall aud 
^ underjized* 

** 3dly, Others that alvirays lived in the Country^ and did not 
** do their Duty, but hired others to do it for them, who hereto- 
** fore were procured to be fworn in great numbers, and became a 
** precedent to the Teomen that were Inhabitants here to do the . 
*• fame : and the only Encouragement to many of thefeMen, to 
*^ procure thefe Places, was, to keep them from Pari/l' and other 
^< Duties. 

" I found the faid Guard, by thefe means, under greatlrregu- 
^ lariti«s, and alnaoftunferviceable; upon which, but not without 

* confulting the otherOrncERS, I did confider with them of fuch 

* of the faid Sand zs were ft for the Service^ and fuch as were 
' not, with due regard to all Objefts of Charity, to whom I 

* gave leave, with my Approbation, to prefent others in their 

* Places to their beft Advantages ; and thefe made far the greateft 
^ nuniber in the Alteration. 

** Such others, which I removed, were thofe whofe Bufincfs 
*^ would not admit them to wait in perfon, or that were unfit, 

L ** but 
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** but had competent Eflates, Trades, or other good Employ- 
" ments, of which the Perfons mentioned in the Petition are part, 
^* viz. John Smithy Richard Dewellj and John Br afield^ who 
" always lived In the Country, and at Pleafure, Duty-free ; and 
** John Smallwood (though in Town) was not fit to wait, being 
** of a low Stature, but hath a good Competency as aforefaid. 

** I prefume their Claim to a Freehold, or Place for Life, is 
** frivolous, and without Reafon, having no Patents for any fuch. 
*' Eftate in that Office, nor any other way of Admittance to fuch 
" their Places, but by Warrant of the Captain of the faid 
** Yeomen of the Guard to the Clerk of the Cheque^ to fwear 
" and admit them in, who, upon the faid Warrant, gives them a 
*' Certificate only. 

** What they alledge, as being accepted of their Majesties 
** Guard at the Coronation, was not fo by me ; nor were they 
*• fworn in their Majesties fervice by any one elfe, 

** I humbly conceive it is not only reafonable, but neceflary^ 
** they (hould be in the Power, and Difpofe of their Captain 
** upon all juft occafions ; for, in cafe they fliould be allowed 
" their Pretenfions, they would have fb little regard to their 
" Officers, that they would not be able to oblige them to their 
** Duty. 

** And as for the Wages which they pretend have been hereto- 
** fore continued to fuch as have been removed, I prefume it hath 
** been more out oi Bounty irora iht King, than any regard to a 
** R^ght in them to claim it* 

«' Thofe I have put in are all Men of known Integrity : befides, 
" many have been actually ferviceable to their Ma jest lES, having 
** only confidered their Majesties Service, and the Honour of the 
** Guard, without the leaft Advantage to Myfelfy though it for- 
** merly hath been done. 

« All 
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"^^ All which I moft humbly fubmittohis Majesty in Couii- 
^^ cil, and humbly pray to be difmiffed from the faid Petition. 

** Read in Council, July 25, 1689/' 

The Refult of this Tranfaftion does not appear in the Books 
of the Council-office ; whence I conclude, that the Anfwer 
of the Earl of Manchefter was admitted. The Cafe might rather 
prefs hard upon fome of the Yeomen who were difmifled ; on 
thofe, for inftance, who were not of a ftandard fize : but 
other un-apparent reafons might poffibly co-operate at a Crilis fo 
full of important political Event, 

One Word more. Sir, remains to be faid of the Warders 
of the Tower. Their Number, when we laft mentioned them, 
was fubfiding to Twenty four: K* William, A. D. 1689, advanced 
it to Thirty^ and in 1690 further enlarged it to Forty f which has 
been the Complement ever (ince ♦. 

In the Year 1691, feveral of the Yeomen having been put 
upon Parijb-Offices^ a Petition was preferred to the Privy Council 
praying Relief; and an Order was made in confequencc of it, 
that the Attorney General^ on proper Application, fliould imme- 
diately put a flop to all fuch Proceedings. The Order (recit- 
ing the Petition) runs as follows, in the Regifter- Books pf 
the Council Office. 

*' At the Court at Whitehall, 

** J^iy 16, 1 69 1. 

" Upon the Petition of feveral of their Majesties Servants 
** in Ordinary^ concerning their being exempted from hearing 
** Offices^ IVatcbing^ and fVardingj by the antient Privileges of 
^* the Houfliold, was the following Reference. 

* Rcgifter-books of the Council-office. 

I "It 



76 7'he Yeomen of the King^b GuAitm 

** It IS this Day ordered in Council, that this Petition of their 
•* Majesties Servants in Ordinary be, and it is hereby, reFeritd 
^* to their Majesties Attorney General^ who is to confide there- 
•* of, and report to this Board what may be fit to be done 
*' therein. 

'' At the Court at Whitehall, 
** May 16, 1692. 

" Present 
*^ The Queen's moft excellent Majefty. 

** Upon reading the Petition of the Yeomen of the Guari> of 
" their Majesties Body; fetting forth, that they were formerly, 
** by reafon of their continual Attendance on their Majesties, 
" both Day and Night, exempted from all public and PariJIj 
^^ Duties J of Watching or bearing any public Offices^ nor fub* 
** jeded to any Muldl or Fine for not fubmitting thereunto ; 
** notwithftanding which, their faid Privileges have been 
" lately infringed, and Nathaniel Gannock, John Carpenter^ 
*' JVilliam Kendrickj and others of the fald Guard, are now 
" Indifted in the Crown-office, at the Seffions, for not JVatcb^ 
** ing and Warding. And whereas it hath appeared to the 
" Board, that his Majejly^ K. Charles the Second^ by Orders 
•^ in Council of the 8th of May 1663, and the 22d of Odlo- 
** her 1675, thought fit to declare his Pleafure, that his Ser^ 
** vants fhould have and enjoy all their ancient Liberties^ 
«* Rights^ and Privileges ; and to order that none of his Servants 
** inordinary with Fee fhould be enforced or obliged to bear 

" any 
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^< any Public Office^ f€rvi an JurUsj or Inquejl^ or IVaich and 
♦* Wardy in any place where they dw:eUx)r ^Ifewhere, nor fub* 
**jefted to any MuKJ: Or Fine, for not ftibmitting thereto: 
•* Her Majesty, inCouncil^ taking tlie fame into confidera- 
** tion, and holding it reafonable that the Petitioners^ and all 
** ^tffer their Majesties Servants in Ordinary with Fee^ fhould 
•' enjoy their ancient Privileges ; and, in refpedt of their conti- 
** nual attendance on their Ma jest tss, both Day and Night, 
** fhould be exempted from the Duty of ^^/cA/wg-, and from 
•* bearing publick Offices^ or be fubjeft to any Mulft or Fine for 
the fame, did^ this day order, that their Majesties jJt^ 
tomey General^ for the time being, be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized and required, upon any application made to him by 
** the Petitioners^ pr any of their Majesties Servants in Ordi^ 
** nary with Fee^ to caufe a fl:op to be put to all Proceedings^ 
^* already had, or to be commenced, againft them, or any of 
*• them, for refufing to watchy bearj or undergo^ aay publick 
*^ Office or Employment above mentioned.** 

. Notwithftanding the above peremptory Orde^^ s^nd another by 
Qj^Anne in the Year 1703 repeated by Kf Ge,oege L 1714, 
as likewife by K. George II. 1728,. the Teomen hav^ more 
than once been harrafled with thefe vexatious matters. This,. 
however, may be in fome meafure attributed to their Ignorance 
of fuch Privileges, or in their not properly pleading the Order of 
Councilj which has iffued on the commencement of every Reign 
fince the Revolution, and been made public in the Gazette *. 

By the way, I take the Liberty to remark, that this is fcarcely 
a fufficient Promulgation of Immunities of fuch fort. Every Man^ 

* The Proclamation^ on Ac Acceflioa of his prefent Majesty, is^ re- 
printed ffom the GazcUc at the end of Part L of this Work* 

entitled 
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entitled to them fliould have an authenticated Copy of the 
Order individually, that he may be enabled to exhibit it, 
when occafion may require, at his Place of Refidence, and not 
be obliged to revert to an old Gazette, little known, and hardly 
to be found *^ 

I now 

■* 

♦ A Cafe happened at Canterbury, in the Month of December 1760, Which 
will fhew a neceffity that every Yeoman ihould have an Authority at hand to 
produce for fuch Claims of Exemption. It was briefly thus : 

A Yeoman of the Guard refided in that City, and kept an Ale^houfe there 
for feveral Years, where, by the Cuftom, every Houfliolder is obliged to watch 
in Rotation, or to procure a Subftitute. The Teoman in queftion was fenred 
with the ufual Notice by the Conftable, to perform this Duly, when his Turn 
arrived ; to which he paid no regard, imagining probably that the Conftable could 
not be ignorant that the Place of a Teoman exonerated him from fuch Offices* 
It was then upwards of 30 Years fince the Order of Council for that purpofe had 
iflued on the Acceflion of K. Georg e II. and the Ukc Order of his prcfent Ma- 
jefty did not appear till the January following, in the year 1761 ; but the late 
KiNG*s Order was underftood to be valid, till fuperfeded by that of his Succef* 
for. Had the Teoman remonftrated properly in the firft Stage of the Bulinefs, 
the Procefs would have ended there : but, in confequence of his Contempt, he 
•was firft indided at the Seflion of the Peace for tlic City, and, neglefting to 
appear to the Indiftment, was at laft arrefted by the Autliority of the Sheriflf. 
It was now time for him to plead his Exemption, by virtue of his Poft, as 
forcibly as poflible, which he did by Reprefentation to the CUrk of the Cheque; 
and the Cafe came before the Lord Chamberlain^ who ordered his Secretary to 
ftate, by Letter to the Sheriff^ of Canterbury, the Privileges annexed to the Office 
of a Teoman of the Guards and to refdr him to the Order then in force. 

To (hew how little fuch general Promulgations, through the Channel of the 
Gazette, or other partial Difpcrfions (ftrongly pointed even as tliefe are), meet 
with due Attention, it appears that the above Letter was laid before the Recor- 
der, who, in his Anfwer, fays, " Every body here were entire Strangers to bis 
•* late Majesty's Order in Council \ — had it been known, due Obedience would 
** have been given to it f." The Refult of this Affair was, that, according to 

f The Anfwer at large maybe fecn In the Minute-Books of the Corps. 

an 
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I now return Sir, to the Period at which I broke ofFfrom the 
general Subjedt, and, on entering on the Reign of Queen Anne,^ 
have the pleafure of recgrding a very laudable Cuftom which was 
adopted by the Corps in. the Year 1 704, and which is worthy of 
being embraced by other large Bodies of Men in a iimilar i^redi- 
cament. Many a Teotnan of the Guards I make no doubt, for 
the honour of wearing the King's Coat^ may have been tempted 
to venture his whole little Fortune in the Purchafe of the Office, 
to the detriment of his Family, while, by an immature Death, 
a Wife or Children may have become deftitute. To remedy 
fuch Inconveniences, as far as may be, th6 Yeomen entered' 
into a Compaft, in the Year above-mentioned, that, on the 
Death of any of their Brethren in Office, the Survivors (includ- 
ing the Succeffor) (hould each pay Ten Shillings for the \J(q 
and Benefit of the IVidoWy Children^ or Reprefentatives of fuch 
deceafed Teoman. The Agreement, which is ergroffed on 
Parchment, approved and figned by the then Captain, (halt 
(verbatim) fpeak for itfelf,. 

•* Yeomen of the Guards Refoliitions, Auguji 1 704, 

« 

•* Whereas it has mantfejlly Appeared^ by too many fad In^ 
^^JlanceSj That upon the Death of diver sYeomei^ of the Guard, the* 
** Widdowes, Children, or both^ have thereby^ been rendered dejii^ 
** tute of all manner, ofmeanes^ whereby to fubfijl^ and became the* 
^^ great ejl objects of Charity y to remedy tbisj by preventing the 

an Authority given by the Order^ the Attorney General officially put a period ta 
the Procefs. 

I have infifted thus much upon the Cafe in fupport of my Obfervation ; for, 
had the Party been able to have exhibited a Copy of fuch Ordtr in the firft In- 
ftance, when th^ Notice was fcrved upon him, Matters had not run to fo un-- 
pleafant an Extremity. 
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^^ like deplorible accidents for the future j and that the fKW CbiUren 
** (fo tejtj may have a Chrijiian EdicattM^ in the Knowledge and 
•* PraSlice of Religion^ as profejfed and taught in the Church of 
** England^ fo abfolutely necefjary to their Piety^ Virtue^ and 
** honeji Lively hood : 

" Wee the Yeomen of theGtrARD, gT^^ Majesties Body^ 
" whqfe names are underwritten^ taking the fame intofirious confi-^ 
*« deration^ Do voluntarily Re/blvCj arid benfy Ol/Hge and engage 
** Ourf elves y and every of us^ To pay or caufc to be paid, tftet the 
** Death oj every Yeoman of the Gtr AkD, the futne of Tfen 
*' Shillings each Man^ out of the firjl Sallary next P^^ide after w^ 
^* fuch Y^oman^s deaths To the VJiMovr^ or Children, or fo thtire 
*^ ufe; Or, When no Widow or Children are^ then /* the Heire, 
" Executor, Adminiftrator, or Afligne, of the Deceafed, which 
** fume of Ten Shillings each Man is hereby agreed to he ikpofhtd 
** and left in the hands of the Deputy-Paymafter, or others^ of 
** the Treafury-Chamber, appointed or deputed fo pay fuch Sdlaty 
** as aforejaid ; which faid officer or offi'ceYs wee do h&eby deftrt 
** to jiopp and receive the fame from each and every of us^ from 
" time to time J any AffigntftHntt 6r o^er^ife^ upoH the faid office^ 
^^ fiotwithHandingj and by them paid to the ^idAovf^ Sfr. on De^ 
** fnandj in the prefence of three at leaft of the faid Guard. And 
** to the end it mHy more fully anfwere the intention of^thisDe^ 
^^ figne\ it is refolved^ and Wee Doe hereby oblige our/elves to dif-^ 
" charge the faid Pay-Office of all Fees whatfoever relateing to the 
^^ faid money. And where the Succeflbr of any fuch Yeoman of 
" the Guard Jhall receive any Salary at Juch time as the reji of 
** the faid Guard payes their ^ota of Ten Shillings, that fuch 
** Succeflbr aoe pay at the fafne tithe for his part Ten Shilliugs to 
** the Purpofes above mentioned. 7hat all Doubts^ ^efiitins^ Dif 
" putes^ on Controverjiesj that Jhall^ or may^ happen to arrife at 

2 " ^^y 
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"f^ .any time or times hereafter in Executing tiM C6ar$aiUe De/igne^ 
^ be examined and determined by at /f/^ Tw^lvti^/i^j&^/^Quard; 
•*^ as alfo iolnfpeSt into the management of tie Money ^ ivben left to 
** Orpbanes or Otberwife^ as occafion may require^ to perfe^ thefe 

RefolutionSy which Twelve Men are to be cbofen by the Six IVaiti 

then out oflVaiting^ 






*^ December i^th^ 170+* " 
** I. ajlprwe fbis , 

^* Jttt, jch'i die X^^ 

** tbejaur* Camf', 

"DnjeRnje, ii 

The above Purpofe has been mvaiiably adbe^ to evw 
iince its Commencement (an Interval of more than Four-Score 
Years), although fome^Doubts once aiofe wUh refpeft to the 
Appropriation of the ContribirtioDt v^hiich were referred to, 
and govserned by^ the Opiniom of the then Attorney General f « 
The Dedfion there made biings the'<^e{Ucm,/Mrhere there k 
^neither Widoiw nor Children^ within the Statute of Diftribotion. 
T'he Gafe alluded to 1 have preferved in a Ncte, together 
with Mr^ Attorn^^'s Opinion, as 4)eing of fotne Importance 

^ William Marquis oi Hartington^ aiid afterwards the Second Dukitf Dtvon^ 
Jhirt. 

t William de Grey, j^,--afterwards 8ir fVilUam Di Grej, KnU Cliief Jufticc 
zoi tlie Commoa Fleas, and at length created L^rd Walfingbam. 

^ M (hould 
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fhould any Difficulty arife hereafter, and the Inftrument by ac* 
cidcnt be loft or deftroyed ♦• 

In 

*C J S E. 

•*One of theTicmin late of his Majesty's Guards departed this life Fe- 
<* bruary laft a Batchelor^ and Intijiate — Upon whpfe Death a cuftomary Benc- 
•* faflion of Ten Shillings per Yeoman (they being icx> in Number), making the 
•* fum of 5aL is paid or given to the proper Reprefentative of tlie Intejlaie. 
** Therefore upon the whole,* as the Deceafed had many Relaitiohs, there arc 
** doubts arifing amongft them who (hall be iatitled to receive the fame. 

** Q. Is the BenefaAion, or Gift, of 50I. fo given as abovcmentioned, z 
" p^rfinal Chattel^ a Realty f or Hereditary matter ? — If a perfonal Eftate^ how is 
'* the fame to operate ? is it to go to the next Kin to .the Deceafed Teoman^ 
•* in a Courfe of Adminiftration (fame being a pirfonaUy\^ or how otherwife ?— 
•* Pleafe to give Your Opinion on this Cafe, whicji^will be deciflve and 
*' fatisfa6lory in the premifes to all parties, and prevent any difputes that 
^* now or hereafter may arife among the Yeomen. 

*' A. From thefc Circumftances, I think the Benefaftioiias to be coniidered 
<< as perfonal EJiate^ and be paid to the mxt of Kin by the Statute of Diftribu* 
** tioit, as if the IntefUte h»d died poflefled of It. 

t'j* "Wm.de Grey. 

\ **0ar..5th, 1766.'.* 
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This Cafe came agsun' before tuc Attorney General, with the following ad* 
dition in the Statement of it ; viz. " That die Tokt^efi Br^ber^ and a Si^er 
** of the Deceafed ITeoman^^ had Adminiftered and laid Cl^im to the Fipy 
** Pounds and the reft of his £^£t»; excluding tlie Grand^Cbildren of 
^* the EldeJI Brother deceafed, from all right to the Fifty Pounds^ or other* 
<'wife. 

** Under thefe Circumftances, the Cafe we humbly fubmitt to youi 
•* Honour's advice and opinion is, who arc the Proper Heirs ta receive the 
'* fij^y pounds, &c. ? 

** St. James's Palace, 
*• 27th Sept, 1766."' 

» 

A. "I 
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In my Account, Sir, of the Band of Gentlemen- Penjioners^ 

which conftitutes the Second Part of this Publication*, I re* 

' ferved what little 1 have to offer, regarding the Battle^Axk 

Guards in Ireland^ as more properly appertaining to this 

Memoir, they being a Body of Yeomkn like our own, with 
fbme Peculiarities ; although this hiftitution is too modern to 
involve any Hiftory, being no older than the Year 1704, the 
Period now before us. Accordhig to the Military Eftablilh* 
ment of Ireland of that Date it confifls of . 

** One Company of Faot-Guards to be armed with Battle* 
'^ Axes, and to attend the State, comprizing 

** y/ Captain^ 
** jTwo Liexxtenants* 
** Two Serjeants +. 
** Pify Yeomen J* 

The Clpathingof thefe Yeomen is renewed every Two Veajtt 
by Virtue of the King's Letter. 

• • • » 

A. *^ I do not obferve that the Teomen of the Guard have refervtd to themfelves 

<< any Power of diftrlbuting this Money amongft the Relations of the Deceafed ; 

** but they have declared that, if there is a ff^dtw and CbiUren^ they Ihall have 

*• it;' if there are none, the Hiirs or Exnutors arc to have it; by which is 

*^ meant that fuch Relations fhall have it as would have the reft of his pcrfonal 

<« Eftate. Now a Brotber and Siftgr^ as in this Cafe, will take it in Excltifion 

** of the Grand-children ot another Brother. 

" Wm. de Grey. 

* P. X03. 

+ Thefe fliould fecm to be corrc(]pondeht to our Xcomen'^U/^en* 

4 ExtraAed from the Auditor's Office in Dublin. 
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The Captain \xf^r^<^ Baton vr\th a GoldrHead^ while the 
Lieutenants h^^^t one with ix Silver Head like the Officen of 
tht Teamen of l\\^ Guard. 

The Dr^ and Appendages of both the Officers and Men^l am- 
informed, are nearJy the fame as thofe of our Teomen ; and all 
the Places in the Corf)S ai^e difpoftd'of in a fimilar Manner, the 
AppoiAitonenC of the S&rJeanU and Private Men being in the 
Breaft ef the Captain. 

Thus much, Sir, for the coUateral Corps m Ireland. We wili 
now revert to biir own. Since the Revolution, no change, ex* 
cept what I have related, haj taken place worthy of attention *. 
There are at this Day One Hundred Ybomen in Ordinary^ 
including Eight Ushers, pormaand^^ by the Officers- 
above-mentioned, 2XiA Forty WAJkB^RSoftbe Tow^r. Thefe 
laft are fworn to be obedient not only to the Captain and^ 

* To ihcw, however/ that this Corps was hdldin a/refpeft&ble light at the 
commencement of the prefent Century,. I find that the Pdft cf a Yeoman was- 
not 4ceme4 below the acceptance of a Cithun of London in the Reign of Q^ Anne« 
Ih St. Girot^s Chapd at Windfor was buried (near the North Door) George 
BrooK^y y^lto died Oft. 24, 1593 ; and who, as his Monumental Inicription in- 
forms us, was a " Yeoman ^f thi GuartD unio Kr Honry VIII. -^K. Ed- 
•* ward VI, — Q^ Mary — and Q^ ElitabcthJ'' This it all w« Icam of him ; aad' 
his Epitaph contains northing; nrare than a common Bill of Mortality: but below^ 
is added as fbUows ; 

" Out of a Rxfpe^t to the Memory of the iiaafid^ and alfo to the Honour and: 
•• Antiquity of the faid Guard, this Plate was repaired, enlarged, and engraven, 
** at the fole Charge of Edward. Phillips, Citizen and Mivchant-Taylor of 
•* London, and One of the 100 Yeomen of tht Guard to K. William III. 
•* and Q^ Mary II. of blefled Memory, arwi now to her Majefty Quceh Anne,. 
** in the 6th Year of her Reigti, and the 5ad Year of his AgC, 1.7Q7/*. 

f Afhmole*s Bcrkftire,^ VoL IlL p. 198, j^ Oft J 

a Officbrs 
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Though I have reprefented this Corps to you, Sir, in the 
grofs, as confifting of the Commi/^oned Officers above-men- 
tioned, the liCarrant^QvviCERs called Teomen-Ufhers^ the Yeo^- 
MEN in Ordinary^ together with the Warders of the Tower or 
Yeomen Extraordinary i yet this is not the whole Sir, that re- 
mains tabe faid. There are likewifeTwoBranches of the efFe£live 
y^TeomenxyNKich vilW claim a little Explanation ; for Six of them 
are called 2?<?wfiff-HANGERs, and Two others are ftyled Teomen^ 
Bed-Goers *. Notwithftanding thefe feemingly unintelligible 
Terms, the Parties appear to have been remanents of the an- 
cient Office of Teomen of the Crown. 

;I conceive that both thefe Officers are named from their 
Funffions, and that the Bufinefs of a 2>^;zw«-Hanger was to 
place and difplace the Tapeftry in the Royal Apartments 
when the King removed from one Palace to another, till 
Luxury and a Love of Expencc introduced different Furni- 
ture for each Palace, after which the Duty of the Ttomen^ 
Hangers in a great Meafurc vanifhed : for we are told, by the 
learned Editor of the Northumberland Houfliold-Book which 
relates ^o the times of K. Henry VII. and VIIL that " the ufual 
♦^manner of. hanging the Rooms in the old Caftles was only to 
** cover the naked Stone Walls with Tii/^ry or -/frr^j fixed 
*<'iipon Tenter-hooks, from which they were cafily taken down 
^* upon every Removal +.*' The like may 'be faid of the Teomen 

Bed* 

^ The Salary of each of them is equal to that of the Yt^fmnAJ/htrs^ viz. 
Ten Pounds per ann. more than the Pay of the Yeomtn in Ordinary. 

t Preface, p. xv. Thus when the Queen Dowager of Scotland vifited 
K.1£dwa]:d VL 1550, the Apartments at Hampton-Court were fumilhedfor 

her 
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Bed-Goers, who on fuch Removals, or in Progrefles, had 
• the Charge of the Bed^ on the Road, and the Care of putting 



her Accommodation, which, the King tells us, were ** all hanged with jfrras^ 
^^ and lo was the Hall : and all the other Lodgings of Mine in the Houfe were 
** finely drclled." [Journal, p. 38.] When Q^ Elizabeth vifitcd Cambridge 
A. D. 1564 a rpacious Room was formed for her Majefty at the End of St. 
Mary's Church on the Sunday during her Stay — ** which was by her own Ser- 
" va^ti richly hanged with Arras.** [Peck's Dcfid. Cur. Lib. VII.] This Prac- 
tice is ftiH exemplified in the Hall of Eton College, where every Year, at ^/^r- 
thn^ the Wall at the Upper End of the Hall is banned wUh Tapejiry^ which re- 
mains there till the End of tlie Recefs, when it is taken down, and prefers etl 
till that Seafon returns in the fucceeding Year. The Space between the Ta« 
peftry and the Wall will explain that Pafiage in Hamlet where Polonius is 
found concealed behind the Arras. [See the notes on Shakfpearc's Henry IV. 
Part I. A£l. 2. Sc. 4. in the Edition by Dr. Johnfon and Mr. Steevens, for 
other inftances.] In faft it was the only mode of hanging Rooms an« 
ciently: thts iii Italy in the i6th Century, Antonio dc Lcyva was 
realty placed behind the Tapeftf y to be an Ear-Witnefs - to a Converfa* 
tion. [Dr. RobertfonV Bift. of Ch. V. Vol. II. p. 348. Oftavo.] The 
following Paflage in the Letttrs of Baron Bielfeld is not unworthy of Infer- 
tion here as a Trait of ancient Cuftoms, and which furvived on the Con- 
tinent to the middle of the prefent Century, and may not perhaps be 
quite extinguifhed, as the Spaniards are great Mannerifts, and pecu- 
liarly averfe to Innovation. Speaking of the Eledion and Coronation 
of the Emperor 1741, and of the mode of Travelling ufcd by the Mar- 
quis of Montigo AmbaiTador from the Court of Spain on that Occafion, 
Ae Baron tcHs us, that the Ambailador was preceded by two Baggage- Wag- 
gons which carried with them every thing neccffary for his Reception 
wherever he Ihould flop; and that, when the Waggons arrived, even at a 
poor mean Village, the Domefticks who accompanied tliem immediatly cleared 
and cleaned fome Chamber, fixed tlie Tapeftry by Rings to the Walls, co- 
vered the Floor' with Carpets, fumilhed the Room with Velvet Chairs and 
other Appendages, and fupplied the Kitchen and Cellar with proper Necefiariesw 
[Letters, Vol. I. Let. i. Edit. 1768].*— •Thus Monacchs, and their Reprefcn- 
tatives, were always at home. 

t 

t them 
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them up, and taking them down. Thcfc therefore had the 
Name from their going with the Beds from place to place ; as 
thofe who had the Care of the King's Robes on fuch occafions 
were called Roie-Goersi which appears from an Entry I have feen 
in the Lord Chamberlain's Office *. This Defcription of the 
Duty of thefe Officers has a bold Retrofpeft to the Teomen of 
the Crcw;^, who, as we have feeh in the Time of K.Edward IV. 
were appouited varioufly— -One to be Teoman of the Wardrobe of 
Beds — Two to be Teomen of the Ci^atnber (who feem fince to 
have obtained the Name of Teomen^ Hangersy^^md another to 
be Teoman of the Robes^ of whom the firft and kft, when they 
moved with the King, have been called Robe-Goers^ and 
Bed^Goers. 

Another fimilar Branch of Duty to be performed by thcic 
Officers, the Hangers and Bed-Goers^ was the preparing the 
KiKG*s Tent when occafion required, jointly affiflmg each other 
in pitching and hanging thfc Tent^ and putting up the Bed. 
The principal charge of the Tent^ and its Furniture, was an- 
ciently in a peculiar Department ; for there were Officers ap- 
propriated to the TentSy viz : (as I find them Temp. Ed- 
ward VI.) a Mafter^ leomen^ and Grooms of the TefUs f . 

When 

* It is a Warrant figiicd by the Lord Chamberlain, and direfted to the Trea- 
fuier of the Chamber, to pay *' Riding Charges to a Teiman- Hanger^ a Tinman-' 
** Robt'Goer^ and a Yeoman- B^^/-(?6/r, Three Shillings per diem eadi, m 
*' attending his Majefty into Holland and Flanders.** Dated March ii, 167^. 

t The Office of Atafitr of the Tints was formerly a Poll of high Honour, and 
has not very long been aboliffaed; for in the Proceffion of K. James I. from 
the Tower to'Weftminfter to his Coronatipn (A. D. 1603), ^^ Officer walked 
as one of, what were then called, tlie Majttrs of the Standing OfficiS^ com- 
prehending 

I. The 
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When K. Geo. II. went to Hanover, to take the Command 
of the Army in the Year 1743, the 1Six Yeomen Hangers and 
Two Yeomen Bed- Goers were called to this Duty, and had the 
Care of all the Royal Baggage, and particularly of the King's 
Camp-Equipage and Bed. The Tent was not aftually pitched ; 
but I am told, that the Hangers and Bed-Goers were prepared to 
have eredled the Pavilion, to have hanged it properly, and 
placed the Bed *. They, however, fo far performed their Duty 
as to put up the King's Bed every night on the ^oad ; and at 
all times, when the King halted, took their Pofts as Teamen in 
Ordinary^ for which laft purpofe they carried with them their 
Partizans^ though, in their other Capacities, they were armed 
with Carbines^ the ancient Harquebus +. 

A Teoman VJher^ and a Party of Teotnen^ now compofe the 
Guard that attends in the Great Chamber^ on Levee- Days and 
Drawing-Room Days, whofe Office it is to keep the Paflage 
clear, that the Nobility, &c. who frequent the Court, may 
pafs without moleftation. The UJher is pofted at the Head of 

I. The Maftcr of the Ordnance. 
«. The Matter of tlie Wardrobe. 

3. The Matter of the Armory. 

4. The Matter of the ReveUs. 

5. The Majlir of the Ttnts. [MSS. W. Y. in Coll. Arm.]. 

* My Informant was John Broughton^ one of die Teornin Hangers who went on 
this fervic€« 

f- Thefe Carbines are now lodged in the Tower. 

N. B. No Officer of the Corps attended on the Occafion, bat.thefc Men 
were put under the Command of the Officer of the Horfe-Guards, called the 
Gold Stick. fBroughton.] 

N thij 
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the Room, clofe by the Door leading into the Prefence-Chamber^ 
to whom, when Perfons of a certain Diftindlion enter from the 
Stairs, the lowermoft Teoman^ next to the Entrance of the 
Chamber, call3 aloud — ** Teoman UJberl — to apprize him of 
fuch approach. To this the UJloer makes Anfwer, by audibly 
crying — •* Stand by ;"— -to warn all indifferent Perfons to eva- 
cuate the Pafs. Thefe are called The Honours of the Guards 
Chamber^ which are conferred on Peers and Peerejfes of the 
Three Kingdoms : — on Privy Counfellors; — on Knights of the 
Orders ; — and on Ambajfadors and Chargds des Affaires ; on the 
Gre(Jt Officers of State — and on the Captain (even though he 
Ihould be a Commoner) — and the Lieutenant*. 

The Spanifh Court feems to have adopted a (imilar Mode of 
Refpeft paid to Perfons of a certain Rank on fuch Occafions, 
though the correfponding Body of Men in the Spanifli Houfhold 
is comparatively of a modern Date; for the Royal Guards, there 
called Alabarderos (fo denominated from their Carrying an Ala^ 
barda or Halbert)^ were not eftablilhed till the Year 1707, by 
K, Philip V. Their Uniform is Blue and Red, and they do 
Duty in the Ante- Rooms belonging to all the Apartments of 
the Royal Family, 2i\\AJirike their Halberts on the Ground^ when 
an Ambajfador^ a Grandee^ or an Officer of high Rank pafles by 

them +. 

It 

* The Term *' Stand by*^ was ufcd on other Occafions in the Language of 
large Houfholds ; for we are told, that, even in the Houfes of Noblemen, when 
the Ulher [of the Hall] gave Orders for covering the Tabic, he went before 
and cried — *• By your leave. Gentlemen ; Stard hy'^ [Orders for Ld. Fairfax's 
Houlhold, made after the Civil Wars, and printed in the Antiquarian Reper- 
tory, Vol. III. p. I 53.]. 

t Diftionary pubiifhed by the Royal Academy at Madrid, 1726 — 39. Capt. 

Stevens, who printed his Didionary 1726, thought them fo fimilar to our 

a Yeomen, 
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uniform Batons of an humble Sort, confonant, in fome degree, 
to thofe carried by the fuperior Officers of the Corps *. 

The fingular Habit of a Teoman is too well known, Sir, to 
require any Defcription; but fome circumftances relating to it 
will admit of Inveftigation. It is generally thought to have 
been the Drefs of the King and the Court in the Reigns of K. 
Henry VII. and K. Henry VIII. or of the Middle of the i6th 
Century + ; but this feems to be very difputable, for on Exa- 
mination, the Coats of the Yeomen will be found to be effen- 
tially different, and indeed of a much later Date. It is only 
neceflary to refer to the Print of ** The Procefliou of K. Ed. VI. 
** from the Tower to Weftminfter,*' lately engraved by the 
Society of Antiquaries, wherein the Habit of a Yeoman, appears 
to have confifted of a Tunick, girded about the waift by the 
Sword-Beit, with Skirts juft long enough to cover the Trunk-* 
Breeches^ and with gathered Sleeves reaching barely half-way 
from the Shoulder to the Elbow. The Stockings of courfe 
extended upwards above the middle of the thigh. Such was 
the common modie of Drefs of that time, to which the Nobility 
and Gentry of a certain Rank fupcradded a Cloak^ which was 
denied to every lower Order in the Court. Now, Sir, the 
Coats of our prefent Yeomen reach below the Knee, and have a 
fwolPn kind of Pudding-Sleeve which defcends to the Wrift. 

♦ They were introduced by the the prefent CapUin the Earl of Aylesford 
A. D. 1785. 

t See Granger's Biog. Hift. id Edit I. 119. Oft. wh^re he obferves, that 
" The Drefs of the King and the Nobles, in the Beginning of this Reign 
*• [Hen. VllL], was not unlike that worn by the Tcomen of the Guard at 
•• prcffcnt." 

The 
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The Cap, therefore, feems to be the only pure Remnant of the 
©riginal Drcfs. 

To trace the Uniform as far back as poffible, I am enabled to 
obferve to you, Sir, that the Teomen do not appear to have had 
any peculiar Drcfs till the Eighteenth Year of K. Henry VIII. 
[A. D. 1527.], although it was in Contemplation, and an Order 
for it was (igncd by the King, Ten Years before it adlually took 
place. The Number of Teomen^ at the Period laft-mentioned 
[A. D. 1527.], was very ^reat^ and the Expence attending fuch 
an Idea might, on better Advice, retard the King's Wiflies : 
but we may recolledl that the Guard was reduced very confi- 
derably by the Statutes of Eltham, which were ilfued in the 
YeaJ" 1526, whereby, among other oeconomicks, the King wds 
enabled by the Reduftion of the Number of the Teomen, to add 
to the Splendour of what remained. In the Year 1527 there- 
fore, the Order inferted below in a Note, feems to have taken 
EfFeft, which gave to the Teomen of the Guard (together with 
fome others) a Livery of 2?^^ Cloth, which, we may infer from 
the Tenor of the Order, they had never worn before that time ; 
their only diftinguilhing Badges of Office feeming theretofore to 
have been the Halberds^ then peculiar to themfelves within the 
King's Palace *i 

The 

* «* Henry the VIII. by the Grace of God, King of England, and of 
** Frailce, Defender of the Faith, and Lord of Ireland; to Our trufty and 
•* well-beloved Servant, Nicholas Hurleton and Edmund Perkin, Clerks of 
** Our Green-Clotli, and Edward Weldon, or Our Clerk Comptroller that 
•* hereafter may be, greeting. 

*• Whereas We, by Our Letters figned with Our hand, bearing Date, at 

** Our Manor of Greenwich, the firit Pay of May, in the viiith Year of Our 

— «i Rci^n, 
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The Number of the Guard, fpecified to be cloathed in the 
above uniform manner, is Sixty \ but whether that included the 
whole Eftabliftiment of the Corps, or a fele£t Part of it, is un- 
certain ; 

** Reign, for divers Confiderations Us moving, have determined to give Livery 
«• CoatSy as well to the Teornen of Our Garde^ as unto all other Teomirt^ Grooms^ 
•* Pages^ and Children of Our Chamber^ Houjhold^ Chapel^ and Stable^ have coih- 
** manded Our truftie and well-beloved Servant John Surley, Efq; Cofferer of 
** Our Houfhold, to deliver unto Our trufty Servant Lawrence Eglcsficld, 
" T;oman UJIjer of Our Chamber, for the buying of c.c.xiii Yardes and an 
** Half of Broad Cloth, of Colour Red^ for Coats for lx Teornen of Our Garde 
** at vs iiiid. the Yard, the Sura of Ivil. xviiis. and viiid. and for xxxii Yards 
** and a Half of Broad Cloth of the faid Colour for Coats, for divers other 
** Teornen of Our faid Chamber and fVardrobes^ at iiiis. and viiid. the Yard; * 
** the Sum of viil. xis. viiid.; and for JJJJ and xi Yards of Broad Cloth 
'* of the faid Colour for Coats, for xxviii Grooms and Pages of Our faid 
** Chamber and TFarderobe^ at iiiis. the Yard, the Sum of xviiil. iiiis. to be paid 
** ujito our faid Servant Lawiencc Eglcsficld the Sum of JJJJ iil. xiiiis. iiiid. 

** And furthermore, We have commanded Our trufty Servant John Surley, 
** to deliver unto Our well-beloved Servant Edward Wcldon, for the buying of 
*' C.C.J5JJ and xiiii Yards of Broad Cloth, of the faid Colour, for Coats for J{JJ 
** vii Teornen of our Houjhold^ and Chapel^ and Stable^ at iiiis. viiid. the Yard, 
** theSumof xxxxviiil. xiiis. iid.; andforvi.c. JJJ Yards and an half of Broad 
*• Cloth of the faid Colour, for Coats for c.c.iiii Grooms^ Poges^ and Children^ 
** of Our faid Houjhold^ Chapel^ and Stable^ at iiiis. the Yard, the Sum of 
** c.xxxvil. xviiis. — and alfo for the Embroidering of c.c.JJJJ. xi. Coats of Our 
*^ faid Servants oiHou/hoU^ Chapel^ and Stable^ every Coat rated at iis. the Sum 
'' of xxixl. iis. 

** And furthermore, for the Embroidering of xxxviii Coats for certain other 
** Teomeny Grooms^ and Pages of our Chamber znA Wardrobes f every Coat rated at iis. 
*• the Sum of c.lxxvis. in the whole, to be paid to our Servant Edward Weldon 
** the Sum of c.c. xxxviii. xiis. viiid. Wherefore We will and command you, 
*• and every of you, that yc, in the account of Our faid Cofferer to be holden 
♦* before you of the Expences of Our faid Houlhold from the laft Day of Sep- 
<• tcmbcr, in the viith Year of Our Reign, unto^ the laft of September then 

" next 
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certain ; for in the Article of ^' The Reformation of the Guard/* 
above-given at large from the Eltham- Statutes, a blank Space 
is left for the Number in every Copy of them which I have 
feen *. The Coats of the Teomen are uwform in the ftained 
Drawing of K. Edward's Proceffion ; but tlie Drefs is not alto- 
gether fo; for the Hofe are as evidently of various colours, 
which, from the Expofure of the Limbs by the Trunk-Breeches, 
takes off from the Dignity of their Appearance. Red Coats 
only are fpecified in the Order for,Cloa|hing. — Caps were the 
ordinary covering of the Time, and the colour of the reft of the 
Drefs feems to have, been left at pleafure. At this period the 
Arms peculiar to the Yeomen were Axes^ then called Bills or 
Halberts^ as we may obferve in the above Print of the Proceffion 
of K. >Edward ; and Sir Thomas More calls them BiU-men\ : 
and I rather imagine that the prelent Partifan did not fucceed to 
the Bill till the Reftoration, introduced by K. Charles II. after 
the Fafhion of the French Gardes de la Manche at that Period J. 

Embroidery' 

• 

** next following, Do make unto him due and plain allowances, as well of 
*' the laid Sums of ^^iil* xiiiis. iiiid. paid unto tlie hands of Our faid Servant 
** Edward Weldon, for theCaufe before written, accordingly. 

** And thefe Our Letters, figned with Our Hand, fhall be unto you, and 
"every of you, a fufficient Warrant in this Behalf at all times hereafter. 

«* Given under Our Signet, at Our Caftlc of Windfor, the Tenth Day of 
** June, in the xviii Year of Our Reign.** 

Bibl. Cot. Vefpafian, C.xvi* 

* V. Antea, p. 22. 

f Roper's Life of Sir Thomas More. 

\ Pere Daniel de la Milice Fran^oife, Tom. IL p. 115. Qto. 1724. The 
PartifanSj borne formerly by thefe French Guards, had Fringes of Si/very de- 
pending from the Top of their Shafts, [v. L'Etatde la France of 'the Year 

1682. 



5)6 The Yeomen of the King's GuAitrr. 

Embroidery is mentioned in the above-given Order of K. 
Hen. VIII. but, excepting the Union Rofe on the Backs and 
Breafts of the Teomen^ nothing of that fort is difcernible in the 
ftained Drawing of the Proceffion above-mentioned, more than 
a little Finirti of Gold Embroidery about the neck. 

Q^Mary feems to have enriched the Drefs of her Teomen very 
much, as well as to have enlarged the Corps, as has been before 
fuggefted, whereby it has appeared, that no lefs than locol. 
(a very great Sum at that time) was allowed for the Article of 
Spangles alone for the Coats of her Teomen of the Guards and 
a few of her menial Servants *• The Trunk-hofe continued in 
ufe during the Reign of Q^ Elizabeth, as we have feen from an 
engraved monumental Effigies mentioned before -f. 

It muft be fuppofed, that the mode of Drefs in every Reign 
had fome little EfFcft on the Habits of the Yeomen, or their 
Appendages, till eftablifhed in their prefent form, after which 
they grew every day ftill more (ingular. 

It is well known that K. Charles II. by his own Example 
[A. D. 1666], introduced a Mode of Apparel different from that 
of his Father and his immediate anceftors, when, infteadof a 
Doublet, he wore •* a long veft reaching to the Middle of the 
** Leg, with the Sword girt over it \ ;" and it is from this ^ra 

1682. Tom. I. p. 204. Duod ]. The Part:fam ©f the Yeoman have, in like 
manner, a Fringe or Caul (as it is termed) of mixed Silk of the Royal 
Colours, viz. li^hUe^ Blue^ and Red^ which appears from the Warrant to 
the Mafter of the Great Wardrobe, A. D. 1761; to pioy'ide Par/i/ansy &c. for 
his Majefty's Coronation. 

* See before, p. 27. 

+ p. 30, in the Note, 

X Echard's Hift. of Engl. II. p. 836. 

that 
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that I date the prefent Form of the Coats of the Teamen^ who 
alfo wear the Sword-Belt in the fame manner, with the Addi- 
tion of the ShoulJer-Belty bend- wife, from the L^eft to the Right. 
There can be no doubt that the SboulderSelt was introduced for 
the purpofe of flinging the Carbine ; for in the annual Warrant 
for the Cloathing and Equippient of the Teomen thefe Belts ara 
ftill call'd Carbine-Belts. It has been already obferv'd that 
when the Corps was reducM to Ois^ Hundred Men, in the Reign 
of K. Charles II. one Half of them carried the Carbine^ and the 
. Other the Parti/an. At that time the Crofs-Belt being peculiar 
to the Carbineers^ the Warrants of the laft Century accordingly 
direft Fifty fuch Belts to iffue annually ; whereas now, though 
the Carbines are laid aiide as to general Ufe, the^ Shoulder-Belt 
is extended to the whole Corps of One Hundred Men, by the 
Warrant, though perhaps it may be merely for the fake of Uni- 
formity in their Appearance. The Hoarders of the Tower, having 
always been more ftationary, and never having carried the G/r- 
bine^ do not we^r the Shoulder-Belt. Bu/kins^ or fliort Boots^ 
were the external common Drefs of the Legs in the Reign of 
K. Charles 11. and were probably worn by the Teomen : but 
when thefe were fucceeded by Shoes, and the Stockings became 
more confpicuous, the Teomen were furniflied with Scarlet Hofe, 
which continued in Ufe even in the Reign of K. George II. 
This occafionM Baron Bielfeld, who was in England m the 
Year 1741, to fay, that our Teomen of the Guard (the Anglo^ 
Suijfes as he calls them) were as red as Lobfters *. 

Thus 

♦ Baron Biclfcld's Letters, Vol. IIL p. 29, Duod. The Colour of the 
Stockings was afterwards changed to blu$. When the Earl of Jylesford took 

O the 
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Thus much, Sir, for the Habit of the Yeomen, a matter too 
well known to have been infifted on, even in a Memoir of this 
fort, but that the Account, already cited, appears, on examina- 
tion, not to tally with the Drefs of the Times Jto which we are 
referred. Be its Antiquity what it may, it is at prefent an Unique^ 
and the (ingular Appearance of this Body of Men adds no fmall 
Dignity to the Court* / 

The Officers of the Corps wear a Royal Uniform^ lacM or em- 
broider'd agreeably to the Fancy of the Captain, fubjcft to the 
King's Approbation ; the reft of their Drefs being of white Cloth, 
according to the prefent military Mode* Their Diftin£lion of 
Rank, below the Captain, is only difcernible (and that on a clofe 
Infpeftion) from the Difference in the Heads of their Ebony 
Batons of Office. The Captain's is of wrought Gold ; while 
thofe of the Lieutenant and other Officers are of (imilar Work- 
manfliip in filver with fome fmall Variations. The Baioti of 
the Clerk of the Cheque is indeed of late Introduftiouj of which 
a word or two may be added. 

It is not decidedly known whether the Clerk cf the Cheque 
even wore the Uniform in the laft Reign, there being no Perfon 
in the Corps now living old enough to remember the Circum- 
ftance : and as the late Savile Cockayne Cuft, Efq. after having 
been made Clerk of the Cheque^ A. D. 1738, was appointed 
ILnjign^ A. D. 1746, and of courfe wore the Uniform as fuch, 
the former Office was externally mergM in the latter. Mr. Cuft, 

in the decline of Life, fold the Poft of En/ign^ referving the 

«. 

the Command (1785) his'Lordlhip order'd that, in lieu of Shoe-Buckles, the 
Yeomen (hould wear Rofei of red Leather, which arc very coxifonant with the reft 
of their Dreijs* 

Office 
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Office of Clerk of the Cheque ^ which he held till his Death i but 
never appearM at the Court, on publick Days, after he quitted 
the RnfigrCs Baton. On the Deceafe of Mr. Cuft, however, 
A. D. 1772, the new Clerk of the Cheque^ Hugh Bofcawen, 
Efq. was, on the CaptairCs Application to his Majesty, per- 
mitted to wear the Uniform^ and to take a Poft in the Guards 
fioom (or Great-Chamber) when his Majesty fliou'd pafs thro* 
it ; but neither Mr. Bofcawen, nor his Succeflbr Thomas Gregg, 
Efq. carried ^ Baton. Mr. Gregg died in office, A. D. 1787, 
and was replaced by Francis Barker, Efq. one of the Exons, who, 
in conformity with the Clerk of the Cheque of the Gentlemen 
Penjionersy was allowM a Baton of Office, as appears from 
the following Entry in the Minute-Books of the Corps. 

*• July 5th, 1787. 

" This Day, by the King's Command, The Earl op Ayles- 
*• FORD, Captain of the Teomen of the Guards gave a Staff to 
•* Francis Barker, Efq. Clerk of the Cheque^ and orderM him 
,** to carry the fame whenever he attended on his Majesty/*- 

The Officers renew their Uniforms every third Year, at their 
private Expence; but thofe of the Teomen and Warders are 
furnifli'd annually from the Wardrobe on the Kino's Birtb'^ 
Day. 

I have now brought you. Sir, to the prefent Time, and fhall 
only further trouble you with a few collateral Matters which 
may not improperly have a Place here, as the Documents whence 
they are taken are now before me. 

O 2 It 
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It would be foreign from my purpofe to enter into the 
ininutise of Duty incumbent on the Teomen^ or to fpecify the 
Number in aftual Employment from time to time — their Sub- 
divifions— their Deftinations in office on the King and Queen-— 
or their occafional Fundlions. There are, neverthelefs, fbmc 
ftanding Rules and Orders for their interior Government, deriv'd 
from the 'Authority of their Captains at different Periods, which 
may not improperly be here recorded as corroborating the Ordi* 
nances of the Crown^ and which, when obferv'd, tend tp the 
Honour of the Corps. But let us firft advert to general Laws for 
the Punifliment of Offences. 

In a Body of Men of this Rank, not fubjcft to corporal Pu- 
nifliment, MulSls for Mifdemeanours fuch as neglefl of Duty,&C4 
and Degradation (fometimes followM by Expulfion) for political 
Offences againft the State muft necefTarily be the impending 
Punifliments. Even the Gentlemen-Penjionersy in their meri- 
dian, were not exempted from thefe Infliftioiis, which were 
indeed the Modes of Correftion common to every Office within 
the Pale of the Royal Houfliold *. In a Corps^ therefore, of 

* Among other Punifhmchts in ancient Royal Eftablifhments the following 
is remarkable. There was in the Houfhold of King Edward IV. a TabU in 
the Hall fupplied only with Bread and WaUr^ at which Delinquents under- 
went a publick bodily Mortification for flight Offences. The Article in the 
Houfhold Ordinances runs thus — 

** If any Man come too late to Mattyns upon theHolIyday,thatis to fay, after 
** the thirdc LefTon, he (hall fytt at the ff'aur^Boardi^ and have nothinge 
** unto his Dynmr but Bread znA tVater \ and if he abfente himfelf wilfuUye, he 
•• (hall thus be punifhed whenfocver he comes to Dynner or Supper f." 

f From '' A CoUeAion of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government of the Rdyal Houfehold, niadl» 
^ IB divert Rcigns»" Published by tlie Society of ADtiqoaries, 1 790^ 410. p. ^u 

fuch 
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fuch Magnitude as the Yeomen, a Clerk of the Cheque was pecu- 
liarly requifite to afcertain and report to the Superior in Com- 
mand Tuch of the Parties as neglected the Duty of Office. In 
lefs numerous Departments of the Court there was a natural 
and obvious Subordination ; as by the Statutes of Eltham (for 
example) the immediate Superior in every Office was enjoinM to 
controll the Conduft of the Inferior ; but at the fame time in 
large and numerous Bodies of equal Rank the Supervifion could 
not be correft, and the Attendance afcertainable without the 
Interference of an Officer funftionally appropriated to it. 
Neither the Captain oi tht Gent lemen-PenJioners^ nor of the 
Teomen of the Guards could be fuppofed to apply minutely to the 
perfonal Appearance of every Individual on the Rota oi Duty 
from time to time ; and therefore the Office of Clerk of the 
Cheque early arofe in both thefe Corps, for the Dignity, as well 
as for the Eafe, of the Captains refpeftively. 

The Clerk of the Cheque^ then, is the Perfon on whoili the 
Captain of the Yeomen depends for regulating the Divifions of 
the Corps, and on whom likewife the Exon on Duty relies for a 
Lift of the Men on each Divifion in aflual Service, on greater 
and fmaller Occafions. This laft-mention'd Officer in cafe of 
Contumacy, or ill Behaviour, is bound to report the Delin- 
quents to the Captain, who orders them to be cheque^ dm their 
Pay, in proportion to the Offence, by the Clerk of the Cheque : 
for the latter has no difcretional Power in himfelf to levy Pe- 
nalties, which are always in the Breaft of the Captain as the 
Ultimatum of every Appeal. The ancient Mode of Cbeque-ing 
was by an Order from the Captain, direfted to the Office 
from whence the Pay iffued, to flop a certain proportion of the 

' Stipend 
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Stipend of a Delinquent out of the next Payment *. Thefc 
Dedudlions, it is prefumM, formerly reverted to the Crown; 
but of late years they have been paid by the ofFending parties at 
the moment into the hands of the Exon in Waiting, and form'd 
a Stock'Purfe to anfwer contingent Occafions of the Corps, and 
have fometimes been applied to benevolent Purpofes +. Thefe 
pecuniary Imports, however, have in fome Cafes extended to 
the Officers ; for an Order may be found, whereby an Exon^ 
next on the Rota, who (hall negleft to relieve the Exon on Duty 
at the Expiration of the Kalendar-moiith, may be liable to the 
Payment of Ten-Shillings, for every Day's Default, to the 
Exon fo detained in Office. The Pofl: could not be entirely 
evacuated without prejudice to the King's Service ; and therefore 
the Exon in Office was bound to remain on Guard till relieved 
by the next in the Routine ; in confequence of which eftabliftiM 
principle of Difcipline the Charge of Contumacy refted upon him 
who did not appear to exonerate fuch Officer in JVaiting at the 
End of the time prefcrib'd. 1 his Order was put in Force in the 
Year 1740, when an Exon was accordingly cheque' d Ten Shillings 
for every Day while he omitted to relieve the Exon on Duty m the 
preceding Month, and the Fine was aftually paid J. 

* The old Stipend ran per diem^ and the ancient Mulfts confiftcd of the D^ 
felcation of Pay for a certain number of Days, according to the Nature. of the 
Offence. The Quarterly Account, fign'd, from time to time, by the Captain 
foJ the Payment of tlie Corps^ and which is fuppofed to contain thefe Fines, is 
ftill caird Tbe Cbequi-RolL 

+ Five Teomen were fufpcndcd A. D. 1740, and each was finM Ten Sbtl^ 
ingSf which Sum was given in part to a fVidow (moft probably the Relift 
cf a Teoman) in neceffitous Circumftances. [Minutc-Books.] 

X The Penalty was levied by order of the Captain (The Earl of EJfex) 
ilddrefljbd to the Qerk of the Cheque* [Minute-Books.] 

' I (hall 
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I ftiall now, Sir, clofe this Memoir with the following 

ORDERS 

<• To be Obferved by the Yeomen of the Guard*. 

1. ** That in the Abfence of the Captain, Lieutenant^ or 
** EnJignCj the Exon m waiting doe take fpecial care that the 
•^ Men perform their Duty, and that they obey fuch Orders and 
*• Directions as he (hall think neceflary for the keeping Decency 
"and Decorum in his Majefty's Palace, and in fuch other 
** Places where any of xhtGuard (hall be in waiting, and that none 
** prefume to difobey or negledl to execute fuch Orders and 
•* Direftions : and if any Diforder or Difturbance (hall arife^ 
•* that he quell the fame, and acquaint the Captain with it as 
^ foon as may be. But if it (hould happen that no Officer 
•* (hould be then prefent, the VJher or VJhers of fuch Wait or 
•* Waits wherein fuch Difturbance or Diforder (hall happen, 
^* are hereby ordered to turn the Offender or Offenders out of 
** the Guard Chamber^ or fuch other place where they (hall be in 
" waiting, and immediately to acquaint the Kxon in waiting 
*• therewith, who is to examine the Matter thereof, and report 
** the fame to the Captain. 

2. " That no Man prefume to wait for more than one Man 
" (that is to fay) that when the Man waiting for another hath 
*' performed fuch Wait, he (hall not be permitted to wait again, 
" fo as to continue his Wait for divers Men one after another. 

♦ Thefe Orders were firft iflued by the Dukt of Manchefter, and were 
figncd by the Clerk of the Cheque^ A. D. 1738 or 1739, and are here enforced 
by the Vifcoun$ Torrington^ who was Captain, from January 1746 to January 

** And 
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•* And that no Man whatfocver (hall be pernaitted to wait for 
•* another m manner aforefaid, without Notice given to the 
** Officer in waiting, and in his Abfence to the YeomanAJJher in 
** waiting, who are to approve of or refufe the fame as they 
** (hall refpeftively think fit ; and are hereby obliged to enter his 
•• Name in the Bill for his Duty where it has not been done be- 
•* fore by the Clerk of the Cheque ; and whoever waits for another 
•* Man he is to wear the Cloaths of the Man he waits for during 
•' that Duty. 

3. ** That all Duty further than Wind/or be as equally laid 
•* as poffible, Wait after Wait, as they lie in the general Bill 
** throughout the whole Band ; and that no Man prefumc to 
•' go on foot the major part of the way of any Journey beyond 
•* Windfor^ where the Royal Bounty- Money is allowed, upon 
** Forfeiture of his or their (hare of fuch Bounty-Money among 
•* the reft of the Wait then and there in waiting *. And that ijo 
•« Man pretend to enter the Guard Chamber where his Majesty 1$ 
" Refident without a Szvord^ on the Penalty of forfeiting H^lf 
*• a Crown for fuch Offence to the Guard there in waiting. 

4* *' That according to an ancient Cuftom, upon the Death 
** of any of the Guard, his fucceflbr coming into his place and 
** fworn within ^x Weeks of the Time of receiving new Cloaths* 

* This part of the third Article feems to have been infcrted on the latter pro- 
mulgation of the Orders in the Year 1747, at which tinje Frederick Prince 9f 
IVales and his Confort^ had their Summer Refidcnce at CUefden in Buckingham- 
(hire, about 74>r 8 Miles beyond Wihdfor ; and whtre, it is prefumed, a Detach- 
ment of the Teomen were Rationed, and periodically relieved. Riding Charges were 
a cuftomary Allowance as far as Windfor, and the Bounty-^Money here mentioned 
fccras to have been an additional Stipend proportioned to the Extra-Diftance. 

I •* fhall 
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** (hall have his Predeceflbr's Coat^wACap to wait in upon payment 
** of Five Pcunds for the fame to the Widow ; and he (hall be 6b- 
** liged to return the faid Coat and Cap to the Widow again 
** upon having new ones within the time aforefaid : But if the 
•* SucceflTor (hall not have new ones within the Time afore- 
** faid, then he is to retain the faid Coat and Cap to his own 
" ufe, and is only to pay the Widow the Five Pounds afore- 
^» faid. 

5. ** Whereas it has been obferved of late Time, that feverall 
** of the Guardy to the great Di(honour of their Service, have 
•* been very neglijgent in keeping themfelves neat and clean 
** while they have been on Duty, having their Shoes, Stock- 
*• ings, and Gloves dirty; and their Hair and Wiggs unpow- 
** dered; and not wearing the Gloves and Stockings that are 
/* provided them by his Majefty ; and having been negligent 
•* in keeping their Partizans clean :- — It \% Ordered that the 
** Officer in waiting, and in his abfence the Teoman-Ujher in wait- 
<* ing, (hall at all times hereafter take care that no fuchNegled 
<* (hall be fuffercd for the future ; and that if any Man in 
<* waiting (hall prefume to be guilty of the like Negledt again, 
•* the Q^^r in waiting, or the Teoman-Ufber in waiting, (the 
*• Officer being abfent from the Place of Waiting one day or 
«• more) are hereby required and impowered to difchargc fuch 
** Man from his Wait, and fupply his place with another Man, 
•* who is to be paid for waiting out of the Salary of the Man 
<< guilty of fuch Negle£t as aforefaid : and the Officer or Teo* 
«< man VJher is to make timely Returns, at the end of each Wait, 
^^ of fuch NegUd:s to the Clerk of the Cheque^ who upon 

P *' payment 
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*« payit>cnt of the Salary is to take notice of this accord- 
*' ii^gly. 

6. *' And, That if any Man negle£ls to give his Attendance 
*' in due time, in order to perform his Duty on every oc* 
*' cafion, when and wherefoever required, he ihall forfeit Five 
** Shillings for every fuch Offence, at the difcretion of the Officer^ 
*' to be ftopt by the Clerk of the Cheque^ out of the next pay- 
" ment, and applied to fuch ufes as the faid Officer or Officers 
«' iTiall judge moft proper. 

7. ** And, That none may pretend ignorance of tliefe Or* 
" DERs, they are Ordered to be read once every Week at th« 
** Table, immediately after Dinner, untill the Waits through* 
*« out the whole Band have heard them ; and at the firfl meet* 
•• ing of every Parliament^ when the greateft Part of the Guard 
^^ are affembled at White-Hall^ in order to attend his Majefty 
** at the Parliament^Houfe. 

•* TORRINGTON.** 



I (hall clofe this Memoir, Sir, by fubjoining, in an Appen- 
dix, a Lift of the feveral Captains of the Corps^ collateral 
to that which I have already given (in Part II.) of the Cap- 
tains of the Band of Gentlemen Penjioners. I cannot, how- 
ever, promife that it (hall be equally corre<£l ; as thefe Officers 
in earlier times (and indeed till the Beginning of the laft Cen- 
tury) were not, for the moft part, of higher Rank than 
Knights. There is a Lift already exifting; but it cannot be 
implicitly relied upon# It was firft given^ (as far as I know) 
4 by 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE the (heet (fignature H* p. 52) was printed ofF, a Re^ 
form took place in the two droops of Horfe -Guards^ when both 
they, and the two Troops of Grenadier Guards j were difcharged, 
and two Regiments of Life-Guards fubflituted in their room. 
Of thefe Regiments the firft and fecond in Command have each 
alternately (asGoA/and Silver Stick) the fame Duty at the Court 
as thofe of the Horfe^Guards had ; while the Rank of the Captains 
and Subalterns has been fimplified confonantly to that of other 
Cavalry. All therefore which has been faid, in the compara- 
tive view of them and the eftabliftiment of the Teomen^ p. 53, 
muft be referred to the two Troops of Horfe-Guards^ as they had 
^xifted from the time of their Inftitution at the Reftoration 
till the above Reform. 

In a note, p. 50. where the Enjign of the Teomen is firft men- 
tioned, it is obferved that no Standard or Banner has appeared. 
The fame was faid of the Band of Gentlemen-Penjioners^ upon the 
like occafion, in the Memoir regarding that Eftablifliment in 
Part II. of this work, p. 20. — But a ftained Drawing of a 
Standard for the ufe of that Band^ A. D. 1 639, has fince been 
found in the collection of John Thorpe, Elq. M. A. of Bexley 
in Kent, and is engraved in the Gentleman's Magazine for the 
month of May, 1790, with a defcription of it ; whereby it ap- 
pears to have been a Penon feven feet long, with fuitable orna- 
ments, and appofite devices, the ftafFof which was nine Feet 
and an half in height. 

Q^ la 
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In the year 1785, the following collateral circumftance oc- 
curred ; but being an incidental matter it was not infifted on in 
the Narrative^ The Earl of Aylesfordj then Captain, in hon- 
our of the original Inftitution of the Teomen as a body of 
Arcbersj gave three Prizes to be (hot for with the long Bow 
by ten of the Teomen^ to be allotted to the three hed point -blartk 
Shots, at the diftance of an hundred Yards. The winner was 
accordingly rewarded with a Silver Cup of the value of Twenty 
Guineas ; the fecond-beft received Ten Guineas in fpecic ; and 
the third fve Guineas. The Cup^ which I have feen, was a 
plain Gob/ety containing nearly two quarts, on the one fide of 
which was the Rofe and Thijlle imperially crowned, in relief, 
on a medallion. The infcription round the rim of the Cup ran 
thus — ** This Prize-Cup^ given by the Captain to the befl: 
•* Archer of the Teomen of the Guards was won by Ralph Coult bard 
^* on Saturday the third of September, 1785." 
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A LIST 

O F T H S 

CAPTAINS 

O F T H B 

YEOMEN OF THE GUARD. 

(As far as the Writer of this Memoir can colleA) 
- from the Time of the In/lhution. 

A. 0.1485* 
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K. HENRT VII. 

John {deVere) Earl of tMillan*s Lifi, lyf.D. 1485. 
Oxford. \Mn BeatfotCs IJft,\A.D, i486. 

Sir Hqgh Vaughan. 

Date uncertain. 

fSee Falle's Account of Jcrfcy, 
Ip. 90 {• 

S« 

♦ The Dates arc given from the Times when the Captains sire found in 
Office, when the precife Year of the Appointment is not difcemible. 

t There feems to be much diffictilty in difcovering who was the Firfi Cap- 
tain. Tiiis Appointment, however, isleftqueftionable, as not being mentioned 
either in "Dugdale's Baronage," or by Collins in his " Hiftorical Colleflions'* 
relative to this Family j both which Writers enumerate all the reft of die 
Earrs Offices. 

% A Knight of both thefc Names, who married a Daughter of Henry Percy, 
the 2d Earl of Northumberland of that name (and the Widow of Sir Thomas 

R Hungcrford)t 
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Sir Charles Somerset* {Mr^'eaifon }^--^* ^^SS. 



-In Office ^. D. 1502, [Ry- 
mer'sFoedera, Tom. XIII. p. 6.] 

N B. This is the earlieft Date 
that occurs to me; for in the 
Year 1490 he is ftyled, in a 
Royal Commiffion, " Knight of 
the Body ;" (Rymer, torn. XIL 
p. 403.). — whereas, in afubfe- 
quent Commiffion in 1 502 he 
is called ^^CaptainoftbeGuard^^ 
[Rymer, Tom. XIII. p. 6.] 

Sir Thomas D'Arcy* 
J.D 

In Office at the Demife of 
K.Henry VI I. and attended, as 
Captain of the Guards at his 
Funeral. [Ceremonial in Bibl. 
Harl. N*3504,MS. butprinted 
in the Addenda toLeland*sCol- 
ledanca (1774) Vol. IV. p. 
30i.]t 
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Hungerford), died A. D. 1500, and lies interred in St. Michael's Chapel in 
Weftminfter Abbey. [See a Regifter of Perfons buried in the Abbey. Ln". 
1603, fmall 4to. fuppofed to have been collefted by Mr. Camden.] — But I do 
not decide further than Mr. Falle's authority goes. 

* Millan calls him Earl of Beaufort, a Title which never cxifted. He was 
the illegitimate Son of Henry the 3d Duke of Somerfer, of the name of Beau- 
fort; and by paternal defcent was 2d coufin to K. Henry VH. He became 
afterwards Lord Herbert, jure uxoris ; and by Creation Earl of Worccfter. 

t In the above-mentioned Ceremonial he is ftyled LordD*Arcj^ though at the 
King's death he was only a Knight : but, being fummoned to Parliament in 

the 
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K. HENRT VIII. 



Sir Henry Guldeford or ( Millan. 1 >^ n • 

GuM/orii. I Mr. Beat/on. / ^- -^* ' 5 ' 4- 



Sir John Gage. 
ji» L). • • • • 

f The Irifti Peerages fay about 
(.the Year 1513 -f-. 

Sir Henry Marney. 

rin Office A. D. 1520. c Millan. 1 >« n 

1 [Hairs Chronicle.] % [ Mr. Beat/on. ] ^- ^- ^ 5^1- 

Sir 

the firft year of K. Henry VIII. it is fuppofed that the Ceremonial was not 
drawn up till he became a Peer. About the fame time, he was elefted a iCnight 
of the Garter ; hut at length was beheaded for treafonablc Praflices, A. D. 1537. 
He was commonly known afterwards by the Title of ** Lord D'Arcy of the 
North,'' to diftinguifli him from the " Lord D*Arcy of Chiche" in Effcx, in 
whom the Barony was revived by K. hdward the Sixth. 

* The Life of Sir H«nry Guldeford, who was afterwards (1526) clcflcd a 
Knight of the Garter, is given by Mr. Anftis in the firft Volume of his Re- 
giftcr of the Order of the Garter ; but it docs not appear that he ever held the 
Poft in queftion. Once, indeed, he commanded a detachment of 60 Yeomen, 
jointly with Sir Charles Brandon, on an Expedition (A. D. 151 2), which might 
lead to the miftake. [See Lord Herbert and Holinlhed, fub anno f^raed.] 

f Bufwcll, in his '' Hiftorical Account of the Knights of the Garter, 1757,'* 
Oftavo, p. 167, cites ** An Account of Sir John Gage, written by his third 
fon Robert Gage, of Haling in Surrey," wherein it is faid that fhortly after 
the Siege of Terouenne (1513) Sir John was, for his diftinguifhed valour on 
that occafion, made Captain of the Guard. 

X It is fufpe£led that Sir Henry Marney occupied the Poft twice, viz. once 
at K. Henry's Acceffion before Sir John Gage, and that he afterwards fucceeded 

R 2 him. 
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No Date. 



Sir Anthony WiNGFiELD. ^ p' .. ]T n a 

L Mr. Beat/on. jji.D.i 530^. 



In Office yf.D. 1526. 
See the Statutes of Houfhold 
made at h Itham in the Year 
15 z6 (printed by the Society of 
Antiquaries,i79o); wherein Sir 
Anthony is mentioned by name 
[vL^Captainof theGuardyi^. 16 j *. 

Sir William Kingston, 
A.D 

• 

'In Office, A. D. I530t when 
he was fent into Yorkftiire, as 
Captain of the Guards to condu£k 
Cardinal Wolfey to London. 
[See the preceding Memoir, 
p. 19, on the Authority of Hall 
the Chronicler, who was living 
^at the time.] + 
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him. See the preceding Memoir, p. 12, where Sir Henry feems to have figncd 
ibme Orders regarding the Yeomen officially as Captain^ A. D. 1509 ; he having 
then no other Poft, and where I have ventured to call him fb. He was made 
Lord Privy-Seal, and created Lord Marney, A.D. 1523; when he probably 
evacuated the Command. 

* By the Concurrence of Dates, he feems to have been appointed when 
Sir Henry Marney was elevated to the Peerage, A.D. 1523. It will appear 
hereafter that he held the Poft under three feveral Appointments, 

t Sir William Kingfton was elefted Knight of the Garter, A. D« 1539; 
and died foon after, for his Will was proved, July 5, X54U 

SlE 



Sir Anthony Winofield^ Re^appmteik 

A. D. 1540* ^^ 

rWecvcr mentions him as 
* Captain of the Guard in this 
tYear. [Funeral Monuments,]* 
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Sir Anthony Wingfi eld. Ri^^ appointed^ 

fin Office A.D. 1549* 

^ See Stowe's Chronicle, p. 600 +• . 

Sir Thomas lyAucY, ^Millart. ^A.D. I549» 

A. D. 1550. I. Afr. Beatfoft.SA. D. 1550. 

{Stowe*s Chronicle, and Sir. 
Rich. Baker^s Chronicle. The 
Succefliou is f^ecified J. 



♦The Dates here given feem to warrant this Arrangement. It ly certain; 
however," that Sir* Anthony-held the Poft at the Demife of the King. [See the 
Ceremonial of the Funeral in Strype's Memoriak, Vol. II. in the Appendix, 
p. 12.] 

t He was made Comptroller of the Houfhold, A. D. 1550. [See Stowe*sand 
Baker's Chronicle.] Died Auguft 15, 1552. 

X Sir Thomas was created Lord D'Arcy of Chichc, April 1, 1551. [Sec the 
King*8 Journal.] 

■ 
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Sir John Gates. 

AD. 1 551. {Aprils.) 

^See K. Edward's Journal, p. 
24, (printed in Burnet's Hift. 
of the Reformation, Vol. 11.) 
where the above dateisexpreflly 
given*. 

Robert Wingfield, Esa» 

(afterward j^ Sir Robert.) 
A. D» • • • 

'The Date is uncertain ; but 

his Appointment is fuppofed to 

have taken place A D. 1552, 

when Sir John Gateswas made 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-* 

cajierj an Office which, pre- 

fumably, would vacate the Poft 
^of Captain oj the Guard •(•. 

* Sir John Gates was made Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaftcr, July 4f 
1552. t^cc ^^c King's Journal.] He followed the Fortunes of the Duke of 
Korthumberland, and was beheaded in the firft Year of Q;, Mary, Auguft 22, 

1553- 

t Ihe Authority for the faft rcfts upon the Baronetage of the Year 1727, 

which feems to have been followed by the Irifli Peerages, though the precifc 

Date appears to have been miftakcn. He was the Eldefl Son of iir Anthony 

Wtn^fi'ld\ but was not knighted till the following Keign, on the Coronation of 

Q^MarVt A. D. 1553. [See a Lift of Knights made on that Occaiion n 

Strype's Memorials, Vol. III. Appendix, p. 11.] Sir John Hayward,and fome 

other Hiftorians, confound him with his Father S/r Anthony in the Tranfac- 

tions of the Year 15499 regarding the Duke of Somerfet. 

^ MARY. 
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^ MART, 

I 

Sir Henry Jernegan, or 

yerningham. 

A.D. 1553, CJuly 31.) 

JStrype's Memorials, Vol. III. 
\p. 17. 



CMfl/an. 1 ^ ri 
iMr. Beat/on. i^'-'^'^SSS^ 



Sir Henry Bedingfield. 
j4. D. 1 555. ("October zS.) 

•Blomefield's Hiftoryof Norfolk, 
Vol. III. p. 481. See alfo 
Strype's Memorials, Vol. III. 
p. 387, whence it diftin6lly 
appears that he fucceedcd Sir 
Henry yerninghatn-, though VIr. 
Strypes's iJate is December 25, 
A.D. 1557. 



^EEN ELIZABETH. 

Sir Edward Rogers. 
A.D. 1558. 

{Strype*s Introdu6lion to his 
Annals,p. 5, froiii theRegifter- 
Books of the Councjil- Office ♦• 



SlE 



* A knightly Family of the Name was fcatcd at Brianfton, Co. Dorfct, 
in this Reign. [Camden's Britannia.] ^A Sir Edward Rogers, was Comp- 
troller of the Houihoidi according to Mr. Beatfon's Lift of them in his Political 
3 Index, 



I i'8 ] 



\MUlan, |^.^.,^38, 



\Mr. Beat/on. 



T MlUan. 



Millatt. 1 ^ n r 
Mr. Beat/on. J ^''"' ^S^9^ 



Sir William St. Loo. 

-/^. jD. 1 . . . 

The Appointment itfelf ap* 
pears fro mDugdale*s Baronage, 
Vol.11, p. 420 — fromCollins's 
Hiftorical Colledtlons, p. 14-— 
and from Bifliop Kennet's Hif- 
tory of the Family of Caven- 
di{h : buti do not find any Date 
.of the time of his Death*. 

Sir Francis Knollys. 



{In Office ^.D. 1566. 
Wood's Athenae Oxonienfes, 
Vol. I. Col. 2^ +. 



Index, A, D* 1560 ; and I prefumc is the fame Pcrfon who, in that CharaAer, 
attended Queen Elizabeth at Oxford, 1566, and was then created, with feveral 
other Perfons of Diftinftion, a Mafter of Arts. Ant. Wood calls him Comp* 
troller, but had not learned his Chriftian name or Title. [Athene Oxonienfes^ 
Vol. I. Fafli. Col. 99.] 

* He was in the Pod when he married the Rclift of Sir William Cavendidi 
(afterwards Countefs of Shrewfbury) ; but tlie Date of that Marriage does not 
appear. 

t For want of knowing the Time of 5/r TyiUlam St. Loo*s Death or Refigna- 
tion, the precife Date of Sir Francis Knollys's appointment is here left doubtful. 
He was High Steward of the Univerfity of Oxford, when the Queen vifited it, 
1566, and was created Mafter of Arts on that occafion, wTjich brought him 
within the Cognizance of Anthony Wood (as above cited) who calls him **Cap- 
" TAIN of the Uaibertiers.** 

Sir 



■ • . • 
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\Mr. Seatton.] "^^ "' 



'578. 



Sir Chxutophbr Hatton« 
^.D. 1572,0/^13.) 

^Holinfhed, p. 1864, andStowe, 
p. 673, fix the above Datey 
and call him Chrtftapber Hat^ 
ton^ Efq. for he was not 
knighted till the Year 1577. 
[See a Lift of the Queen*s 
Knights in Morgan*s Sphere of 
Gentry.] He was in Office, 
^.D. 1586. [Camden's Eliza- 
beth] and in the following Year 
^ was made Lord Chancellor *. 



Sir Anthony PAULEf^ 
(or P owlet J) 

Date uncertain^ 
No Authority is yet found for 
this Appointment except Col^ 
lins's Peerages (Art. Earl Pow- 
let) in the Editions of 1735 
and 1779. 



* The Succeifioi^ of the three laft-mentioned Captains is afcertained by a Pa- 
per in the Hand-writing of the Lord Trcafurcr Burleigh, publiflicd by Mr. 
Strype. [Annals, Vol. II. N** 35, of the Appendix.] The exaft Dates, there- 
fore, of their refpe^live Appointments, are lefs materiaL 

t The Perfon here meant was the eldefi furviving Son and Heir of the fe- 
cond Sir Amyas Powlet. 

S Sm 



[ »20 J 



{ 



A4>-/1m/>J^^^- \S^7^ 



(Ml/an. . ^No Dati. 
\Mr^Beatfon.] A.D. i^^?^ 



Sir Henry Goodere. 

Ill Office, j^.D. 1586. 
Knighted by the Earl of Lei* 
cefter, the Queen's Lieutenant 
in the Low Countries, where 
he had a Command, ^. D. 
1586, on which occafion he is 
called Captain of the Guard. 
^[Stowe's Chronicle, p. 739.J* 



. • • . . Best, Esq. 

But fee the Peerages under the 
Article Vifcount Bolingbroke, 
andCoUins'sBaronetage,i720. 
I Vol. I. p. 131. + 



* The firft Baronet of this Name (created A.D. 1707) is fiippofed to 
have been of the fame Family, if not a Defccndant of Sir Henry. 

t I give this Appointment in the Order here placed, bccaufe it is found fo 
in Millan's, and in Mr. Beatfon*s Lift. The Story runs, that Sir Oliver St. 
John killed in a Duel ** One Best Captain of the Guard to Queen Elizafccth, 
•• and Champion of England^'* for which he was forced to leave the Kingdom* 
Millan, though he gives no Date of the Appointment of Mr. Beft, fays that he 
was killed about the Year 1597. I incline to regard Mr. Bcft^s firft Title as 
apocryphal, and think that the latter was probably only the deriiional Appella- 
tion of a Drawcavjir. As to the Championftiip, it had continued, where it 
now rcfls,in tlie Family of Dynoie for forac Centuries; and it appears, from the 
Csi-emonial in the College of Arms, that Sir Edward Dymoke officiated in perfoa 
at the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth. But not to dcftroy Mr. Befi^t Tide en- 
tirely, fee the next Article. 

Sir 



I "* 1 



«w 



(MtUan. 1 ^ TV £i 



\MiIlan. 1 a t\ £. ^ - 



K. JAMES I. 

Lord Erskine, 
afterwards Vlfcount Fenton^ and 
Earl of Kelly. 

A.D. 1603* 
'See Douglas's Peerage of Scot- 
land, [Art. Earl of Kelly,] 
where it is expreflly faid that 
^ he was appointed on the Con* 
vidlion of Sir Walter Raleigh^ 
A.D. 1603*. 

Sir Henry Rich, K. B. 

afterwards Lord Kenfingtoriy and 
Earl of Holland. 
j4. D. 1 6 17. (^November 5.) 

"See Dugdalc'sBaronage, where^ 
on the authority of Cam- 
den's Annalium Apparatus, it 
^ is faid that the Vifcount Fen^ 
ton furrehdered the Poft to Sir 
Henry Rich upon a Compo- 
fit ion. 



* His Lordflup, when Sir Thomas Erfkine, had been inftrumental In laving 
the King*s Life from the Gowrie Confpiracy, for which Service he was created 
Lord Erfkinc of Dirlcton, A. D* 1603. before King James acceded to the 
Crown of England. In the Year 1606 he was made Vifcount />«/tf»;— digni- 
fied with the Order of the Garter, A*D. 1615 ;— -and advanced to the Earldom 
of KtJIjf A. D. 1619. 

K. CHARLES 
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K, CHARLES L 

Henry (Rich) Earl of Hol- 
land. 

{In Office Decembef 30, 1^25. 
[See Rymeyis Fcedera, Tom. 
XVIII. p. 256.] 

Thomas (JFentworth) Earl op 
Cleveland, 

^.D. 1625. 
Dugdalc's Baronage *. 



Sir Christopher MusgraVe, ^Mtlan. 
Kn\ and Bar". 



\ Re '^appointed. 



No Date. 



\ Ml nan. ^JSo Date. 

XMt. 3eatfon.]jl. D. 1630, 



^+. 



* His Lordfhip was afterwards made Gi^M/if of tie Band of GintlemewPiH^ 
^^^ww'j on the Reftoration of King Charks II. 

N. B. In my Lift of thofe Captains he is erroneoufly named Htnry. 

t The perfon here meant was evidently the third Son of Sir Philip Mulgravc^ 
the fecond Baronet of that Branch of the Family feated at Hartiey-Caftlc in Weft- 
moreland. The miftake feems to hik^e arifen from a Circumftance which ap- 
pears in Collins's Baronetage of the Year 1720, viz. that iir Chrijiophtrj in 
reward for Services to King Charles I. was complimented with a CapiairCs Com- 
miiGon in the Guards foon afttr.the Reftoration, tc^elbor with the Honoirr of 
Knighthood) and afterwards fucceeded to the Baronetage. 

« 

o George 
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George (2'^) Earl of Kin- ( Omitted by Mittan, 

NOUL. 1 ^''- ^^'">» ^- ^- » ^3«- 

^.D 

Douglas's Peerage of Scotland. 

WiLLiAMr7/^;Earl of Morton. [Ml^^atjon]^^ ^- '^^5^ 

A.D. 1635. 

{Douglas's Peerage of Scot- 
land. In Office 1 64 1. [See 
Curialia, Part II. p. 6^^] 



K. CHARLES 11. 



George {Goring) Earl of VhisfeconaEdit 
Norwich. 

^.D. 1660, {June 2.) 

{Lord Chamberlain's Office- 
Books : — and Dugdale's Ba- 
ronage *. 



rMillan. omitted. 

{Mr.Beatronin^^jy^ 1662, 



♦ Mr. Beatfon has omitted the Earl of -Norwich in his firft Edition ; and in 
his fecond, has been led into a falfe ChriAian Name and Date ; having con- 
founded George^ the firft Earl of Norwich of the Name of Goring, who died 
A. D. 1662 with Cbarlis his fon, who nevei held the Poft of Captain of the 
Yeomen. 

Georos 
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George (FiWers) Viscount 
Gkandison. 

ji.D. 1662, (psiober 3.) 

f Lord Chamberlain's Office- 

LBooks, whefein the Appoint- 

^ ment is exprefled to have 

I been " in the room of the 
Earl of Norwich deceafed.'* 



(Mil/an. ^^N^Date. 

\Mr. Beatfon. ]A.D. i66o. 



K. JAMES 11. 

Viscount Grandison. 

{In Office A. D. 1 687, as appears 
from Chamberlayne's Prefent 
State of that Year *. 



Re^ appointed. 



* His Lordfhip fcems to have retired with Honour at the Revolution ; for in 
the Books ef the Treafurer of the Chamber of the Year 1690, we find the Pay- 
ment of an annual Penfion of 1000 1, to the Vifcount Grandifon, wherein he 
is ftyled late Captain of the Teamen ; which Entry immediately follows the Pay- 
ments made to the Of&cers and Yeomen then in the Corps. 



KWILLIAM 
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K. WILLIAM and ^ MART. 

Charles Earl of Manches- 
ter. A.D. 1689. 

In Office at the Coronation 
of the King and Queen' 
April 1I9 1689. [Collins*s 
Peerage, Edit 1735O The 
Proceedings in Council prove 
that he held the Poft in 
the following Mouth of June 
[See the Memoir, pp. 72, 
73.] * His Lordfliip is found 
to have been Captain j A.D. 
1694, in Chamberlayne's Pre- 
fent State of that Year ; and 
according to all Collin s's Peer- 
ages refigned the Office when 
he was appointed Secretary 
of State, ji.D. 1702. 



• 



♦ Hi9 Lor4fhip's Appointment, as given in the Editions of Collins's 
Peerage, 1735 and 1779, (where it is dat^ Mar?:b 23, 1692-3) mull therefore 
be erroneous. 



^ ANNE 
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SiUEENANNE. 

Marquis of Hartington. 

afterwards (the 2d) Duke of 

DevonJIoire. 

A.D. 1702. 

{Collins's Peerage, Edit. 1735- 
— Groves's Lives of the Earls 
afid Dukes of Devonfhire *. 



r Millan. 
I Mr. Beat/on 



\a.d. 



1702. 



Charles Viscount Town- c Millan. 
SHEND. \Mr. Beat/on 

A. D. 1707. 

"His Lordftiip's Appointment is 
in the Gazette, and dated No- 
vember 1 6, 1 707. He refigned 
A.D. 17 II. [Annals of (^ 
Anne.] 



\a.d. 



1707. 



• The Marquis held the Poft till he became Duh of DiV^nfilre^ when 
he fucceeded his Father in the Office of Lord Steward of the Houfhold, 
A. D. 1707. [Sec the Authorities above-cited.] 

Hon. 
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Hon. Henry Paget. [j^^^ Beat/on,] ^' ^' ^'^' 

afterwards created Baron Bur- 
ton, and at length the firft Earl 

of Uxbr'tdge. . 

9 

AD. ijiiy 0«^ I3-) 
CoUins's Peerage, Edit. 1 735 *. 



K. GEORGE L 

Henry (Paget)l.oJLi> Burton. Re^appomtei. 

See the Note to the preced- 
ing Article, 



{ 



* Mr. Pa^iU when appointed Captain, June 13, 1711, was the fumving 
Son of William the 6th Lord Paget \ and on the 31ft of December, in tire 
fame Year, was created Baron Burton in the Life time of his Father, who died 
1713. His Lordihip was continued in the Poft for a little while by K* 
George L — was made Earl of Uxbridge October 19, 1714 — and rciigncd his 
Employment 1715. I Sec the Peerages.] 



James 
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James Earl of Derby. (Millan. \ ji t\ 

AD. J 7 1 5. {September 23.^ 
Collins's Peerages. 



Lord Stanhope. 

afterwards the 4th Earl of Chef^ 
ierfield. 

A. D. 1723. 

Gazette. 



\MtUan. \ jt T\ ^ 

IMr. Beat/on. j-^'-^' '5^*3- 



John (Sidney) Earl of Lei- 
cester. 

A.D. 1725. 

{Gazette; — wherein the Ap- 
pointment is expreflly faid to 
have been Fice Lord Stanhope. 



^ Millan. 
1 Mr. Beat/on 



}a.d. 



lyiS' 
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K. GEORGE, 
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K. GEORGE JL 



The Earl of Leicester. 



{ 



In Office at the Coronation, 
1727. Gazette*. 



Re-appo'mied. 



Charles (2^) Earl of Tan- 
kerville, 



f Ml /la/:. ^ Omitted. 

\Mr. Beatfon.jJ. D. i733* 



John (ift) Earl of Ashburn- 

UAM. 

A D. 173T. 



\Millan. 7 ^ n 



* HisT.onlfh'pwns mrdcConftable of the Tower, Anguft 13, i73i« [Gazette.] 
From wliich lime the Port of Cuptain was kept vacant till the 23d of the 
followiii'^ November. JDuring this Interval the Licutena^.t (Thomas Wind- 
ham, 1 if] ) vvr.'i direfted to take full Command of the Corps ; and a 
Ycomin Jyinc;, he had the Appointment of a ;:ucccfibr. [Minute-Books of 
the Corps.] 

t ''h^ic is rrafo'T to believe that this Appointment is erroneous, as Colli ns's 
Peerages give the fame Due of the Yar to the E rl nfTunki'-jille^ and the Eorl 
ef Jj/buiftham^ vi/,. 17311 which lad is confirmed by other Authorities. 

Edmondfon^s 
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Edmondfon's Baronagium. Col- 
linses Peerages of the Years i y^S* 
and 1779*. 



William (2*^) Duk£ of Man- (MlHan. \y4 d 

CHESTER. \Mr. Beat/on. I ' * 7j7* 

A.D. 1737. (OSlober . • .) 

Collinses Peerage +• 

I 

William (3^) Earlof Essex. \Mr!'Bealfon}'^'^' ^'^^^^ 

yl.D. 1739. 

Gazette J. 



♦ Edmondfon, in his Baronagium, is filent as to the Appointment of the 
Earl of "TankervilU, and gives jt to tlie Ea^l of '^JJ)hurnlam^ A. T). 1 731. who 
died in the Poft March 10, 1737, N. S. Another doubt will feem to follow 
upon his Lordfhip's Death as to his Succeflbr, who, Salmon's Chronological 
Hiftorian tells us, was the Duke of Chandoi : but this is not fupported by any 
other Teflimony. On the contrary, it appears, frooi the Minute Books of the 
Corps, that the Lieutenant (Hon. John Sherard) took the Command during the 
Vacancy til! the following 06Vober, and had the Nomination of two Yeomen, 
one in July, and the other early in Oftober, in the courfc of which Month 
the DuJ^t of MdyichejUr received his Appointment. 

t His Grace died in the Command, 1739. [Gazette*] 

X His Lordlhip died iii Office, 1743. [Gazette.} 

John 



I 



t 
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John Lord Berkeley i^!"''"' ,. ]AD. lyAS- 

AD. 1743' 
Gazette. 



VATTz^CByng) ^^ Viscount (MWan, J. D. 1745' 
ToRRiNGTON. \Mr, Beatfott, A.D, i-j^t, 

A.D- 1746. 
CoUins's Peerage *. 



Hugh (2^) Viscount Fal- f Milan. 1 ^ ^^ 
MOUTH, l-Wr. Btatfon.l '^' 

A,D. 1747. 

N. B. MillarCs Li/l ends here. 



*jmm^mim 



K. GEORGE III. 
^ Hugh Viscount Falmouth -f*. Re-appointed. 

* His Lordftiip died in the Port, A.D. 1747. [Collinses Peerage] 
t The Vifcount Falmouth died Captaiti) February 4, 1782* 

John 
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John-Frederick Duke of Mr. Beaifon^ A. D. 1782. 

Dorset. 

A.D. 1782. 



George-James Earl of Mr. Beat/on^ A.D* I'j^i^ 

Cholmondely. 

A.D.i']^. 
Gazette. 



Heneage Earl of Mr. Beat/on^ A.D^ijS^ 

Aylesford. 

A. D. 1 784. {January 2.) 
Gazette. 
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